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Fire department named best in DoD
NASCC Fire and Emergency Services was named Department of Defense Fire Department of the Year (Medium Category). Pictured is most of the 
68 fire personnel from the five stations they man.

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi Fire and 
Emergency Services was selected as the Depart-
ment of Defense Fire Department of the Year 
(Medium Category) for 2014.

The awards program recognizes individuals, 
teams and departments that make significant 
contributions to fire and emergency services.

“The fire and emergency services com-
munity is on duty 24-hours a day, putting their 
own lives on the line while protecting those 
who defend America,” said Assistant Deputy 
Under Secretary of Defense for Installations 
and Environment, John Conger in his an-
nouncement of the winners. “I congratulate their 
achievements.”

NASCC’s F&ES was one of three Navy 
winners selected as best in the Department 
of Defense.  Also selected was Commander, 
Fleet Activities Yokosuka, for fire prevention 
program of the year and fire services instructor 
of the year.

“To be identified by your peers as the ‘Best 
in DoD’ is a remarkable distinction,” stated 
Vice Adm. Dixon R. Smith, Commander, Navy 
Installations Command, in a message to regional 
commanders. “Bravo zulu and congratulations 
to all of your Navy F&ES DoD award winners.”

The department and its 68 personnel 
provide all hazards emergency response, and 
fire prevention and public education services.  

The 60 assigned firefighters responded to 1,255 
incidents last year, including 18 fires, 211 
emergencies services, 12 rescues, 24 hazardous 
materials incidents, 654 airfield incidents and 
more. The fire prevention division completed 
comprehensive fire inspections on every facil-
ity on the installation, issued 595 hazardous 
operations permits, and provided public fire 
safety education on and off of the installation 
reaching 86,000 contacts. 

Among other achievements throughout 
the year, they earned Commission on Fire Ac-
creditation International (CFAI) accreditation 
through the Center for Public Safety Excel-

The Naval Air Training Command will hold a change of command 
ceremony on board Naval Air Station Corpus Christi July 2. 

Rear Adm. Dell “Snapper” Bull will relieve Rear Adm. Roy “Trigger” 
Kelley as the Chief of Naval Air Training (CNATRA) at the Catalina Club. 

The Naval Air Training Command conducts and oversees all pilot and 
naval flight officer training for the Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, 
and international partners throughout five training air wings located in 
three states. It also oversees the Naval Flight Demonstration Squadron, 
the Blue Angels. 

Kelley, a 1984 graduate of Southeastern Oklahoma State University, 
was designated a Naval Aviator at NAS Kingsville in 1986 and has served 
both on shore and at sea, most recently as Commander, Carrier Air Wing 7 
onboard the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower. He has served as CNATRA since 
September 2013 and will take over the position of Commander, Carrier 
Strike Group (CSG) 12 onboard the USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71).

Rear Adm. Bull is a 1988 graduate of the University of Idaho and 

was designated a Naval Flight 
Officer in 1989.   He deployed 
in support of Operation Desert 
Shield, Southern Watch, and 
most recently served as the 
Chief of Staff for Commander, 
Naval Air Forces (CNAF) 
in Coronado, Calif. He will 
assume command of CNATRA 
July 2. 

The guest speaker for the 
ceremony will be Vice Adm. Mike 
Shoemaker, Commander, Naval Air Forces and Commander, Naval Air 
Force, Pacific Fleet.  Vice Adm. Shoemaker is responsible for all United 
States Navy aviation units and is headquartered on board Naval Base 
Coronado, Calif.

Naval Air Training to change command on July 2

Kelley      Bull
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   The Wingspan is published every 
other week by  The Port Lavaca Wave, 
a private firm in no way connected with 
the U.S. Navy, under exclusive written 
contract with Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 
     The Wingspan is an authorized pub-
lication for members of the military ser-
vices and their families. Its contents do 
not necessarily reflect the official views 
of the U.S. Government, the Department 
of Defense, the Navy, Naval  Air Station 
Corpus Christi, or  The Port Lavaca 
Wave, of the products and services 
advertised herein. 
     Everything advertised in this publica-
tion shall be made available for pur-
chase, use or patronage without regard 
to race, color, religion, gender, national 
origin, age, marital status, physical hand-
icap, political affiliation or any other 
non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or 
patron. If a violation or rejection of this 
equal opportunity policy by an advertiser 
is confirmed, the publisher may refuse to 
print advertising from that source until 
the violation is corrected. All editorial 
content is edited, prepared and provided 
by the Naval Air Station Corpus Christi 
Public Affairs Office. 

     Comments, letters, or suggestions 
should be sent via e-mail to: nascc-pao@
navy.mil. 
     To advertise in the Wingspan, contact 
The Port Lavaca Wave at afrench@plwave.
com or (361) 746-4341.

Capt. Steve Banta
Commanding Officer    

Fifi Kieschnick
Public Affairs Officer
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This paper is published for people like 
Landall Long, a civilian employee at 
Defense Logistics Agency Distribu-
tion Corpus Christi. Long, a native of 
Cairo, Ill., has been working at DLA for 
the past 4 years. He has 18 years of 
service, both civilian and active-duty 
Navy as a logistics specialist.

Howdy! First, let me say it is truly an 
honor and privilege to get to come here, join 
the NAS Corpus Christi team and serve as 
your Command Master Chief. 

Being born and raised in the oil fields of 
West Texas, and enlisting in the Navy from 
Carrollton, Texas, 27 years ago, I could not 
have ever imagined getting the opportunity 
to come home to Texas to finish my 30 year 
career. I have been associated with South 
Texas since 1996, when I was stationed at 
Naval Station Ingleside. I was fortunate 
enough to spend 15 years of my career at 
Naval Station Ingleside until the base closed. 
That started me on a 5 year geo-bachelor tour 
while my family remained in Ingleside. So, 
in short, you can say I am home.

Soon, everyone will find out that I am a 
very simplistic person and my philosophy 
echoes that simplicity. I expect everyone to 
show up each day and put in an honest day’s 
work. Stay out of trouble and finally, take care 
of and respect each other. My grandparents 
played a very big part in how I was raised.  
Both of them would always ask me when I 
did something wrong or got in trouble, are 
you going to be an asset or a liability in life?  I 
strive each and every day to be an asset. I strive 
to make a difference every day for someone 
whether the person is military or civilian, or 
for the command as a whole. This will cause 
us at times to not see eye-to-eye on things and 
that’s okay. These times are what will make 
us better, the installation better and will also 
keep us honest.

We are all on the same team -- military 
and civilians -- so we should strive each 
and every day to make Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi the best installation it can be. 
We are in the business of customer service. 
Everyone who passes through the gates onto 
the installation is a customer, so we should 
strive to be an asset and provide nothing 
less than excellent customer service.  This 

includes each and every one of us who work 
on the installation. 

I am also black-and-white when it comes 
to policies. Again, this keeps things simple 
because we all know what the standards are. 
If you ever come across a gray area in an 
instruction, please let me know and I will 
get with the CO and XO to determine the 
way ahead. 

To all the tenant commands, I look 
forward to working with all of you to ensure 
we are providing you with the best service 
and support that we can.

In closing, I may be here to finish out my 
career, but until my retirement ceremony 
happens and I am piped ashore for the final 
time, you will get nothing short of 100 percent 
from me each and every day.  It’s an honor and 
a privilege to wake up each morning, put on 
this uniform and serve the people of this great 
country. I am passionate about my service and 
wearing anchors on my collars.  

I look forward to seeing everyone around 
the installation and to serve the team here 
at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi. Strive 
each and every day to be an asset.  It’s the 
right thing to do!

Chaplain’s Message                                                                                              

Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Catholic Chapel
Daily Mass Mon-Thurs & 1st Fri: 11:30 a.m.
Sunday Mass: 9 & 11 a.m.
PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Sunday Service: 10:00 a.m.
JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
Congregation Beth Israel, 4402 Saratoga Blvd.
For worship service times, call 857-8181
ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas, 7341 McArdle Rd.
For worship service times, call 992-8550

Each summer, thousands of churches 
across the U.S. host a week-long event 
known as VBS -- Vacation Bible School. 
Although the themes, content, and cur-
riculum may vary, children gather each year 
to experience a week of games, crafts, Bible 

CMDCM(SW) 
Jeffery Tidwell

Command Master Chief’s Column                                                                                              

Lt. Cmdr. Stephen Warne
Command Chaplain

Vacation
Bible

School

stories, and much more. 
This time honored cultural phenomenon 

is upon us once again. This year NASCC 
Chapel communities (Catholic and Protes-
tant) will host a three-day VBS from July 
20-22, for children ages 4 through fifth grade. 

Pre-registration will begin soon and space 
may be limited, so don’t wait until the last 
minute to register. If you are interested in 
volunteering for this year’s event or have 
children that would like to participate, please 
contact our office at 961-3751, visit our office 
located on the fifth deck of Naval Health 
Clinic Corpus Christi or visit the NASCC 
Chapel foyer to get a registration form.

Fire from page 1 _________________________________________________________________________________
lence, ensuring organizational excellence. 
Personnel also completed 33,000 hours of 
all-hazards and leadership development 
training, enhancing readiness, which is the 
core of everything they do.

“It’s a pleasure to pass on congratulations 
to all of your team,” said Capt. Steve Banta, 
NASCC commanding officer. “It’s one thing 
to know that all of the department’s hard 
work is resulting in a continued efficient and 
effective team, but it sure is great when an 
outside inspecting agency verifies this and 
declares you the DoD F&ES Department of 
the Year!”

 Fire Chief John Morris said, “On a 
daily basis, we strive for excellence in all 
that we do. That is only possible due to hard 
work and dedication, individually and as a 
team.  The awards/recognition only serves to 
validate the great work every member of the 
department does each and every day. 

“This has been an amazing year: we were 
designated as a CFAI Accredited Agency; we 
have had a number of personnel complete or 

start on a degree; and we have had a number 
of our guys recognized at the installation, 
region and Navy levels in various  awards  
programs. What we have done as a team 

B-shift personnel perform confined space rescue training. Firefighters completed more than 
33,800 hours of training in 2014.

has been recognized DoDwide for these 
cumulative achievements that includes 
each division, shift and individual in the 
department.”
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Bravo Zulu                                                                                                                                                  
FLC Jax recognizes personnel

Bravo zulu to Fleet Logistics Center 
Jacksonville, NAS Corpus Christi, personnel 
who were recently for their achievements:

Tony Woods, NAVFAC purchase card-
holder, was recognized for 35 years of 
Federal service. 

Javier Portillo, fuels officer, received a 
Time Off Award, for his exceptional service 
during the Wings Over South Texas Air 
Show 2015.

Tony Martinez, mail clerk, was recog-
nized as FLCJ NASCC’s Junior Civilian of 
the Quarter, for the first quarter of calendar 
year 2015.

Pete Lutz, personal property counselor, 
received recognition for excellent customer 
service.

NHCCC awards Sailors
HM2 John M. Johnson received the 

Navy Commendation Medal for meritorious 
service as assistant leading petty officer, 
Operational Medicine Department, NHCCC, 
from August 2012 to June 2015. 

Johnson verified and submitted corre-
spondence ensuring 96 healthcare providers 
were credentialed to provide care to more 
than 13,000 enrollees. Johnson also man-
aged 43 medical personnel providing 9,348 
encounters valued over $336,000, inventoried 
$700,000 in medical equipment with 100 
percent accuracy, completed 133 medical 
augmentees packages, and fully medically 

qualified 84 Marines for deployment to the 
Republic of Georgia.

HM2(FMF) Jaqueline Moberg received 
the Navy Achievement Medal for profession-
al achievement while serving as leading petty 
officer, Pharmacy Department, Naval Branch 
Health Clinic Mayport, Fla., from July 2010 
to July 2014. She led 10 pharmacy techni-
cians through a 43 percent staffing shortfall, 
processing 880,000 medication prescriptions, 
and ensuring the delivery of quality patient 
care for 16,000 beneficiaries. Moreover, as 
assistant urinalysis program coordinator, she 
ensured 100 percent program compliance for 
145 personnel, contributing to the clinic’s 
“best practice” recognition during the 2014 
Navy Medical Inspector General audit, 
as well as dedicating 140 hours assisting 
with a $400,000 pharmacy system upgrade, 

decreasing dispensing errors and 
improving patient safety.

HN Jonathan Brooks received 
the Navy Achievement Medal for 
professional achievement while 
serving as a preventive medicine 
technician, Naval Health Clinic 
Corpus Christi, Texas, from October 
2012 to June 2015. 

Brooks conducted 500 sanita-
tion inspections, tested 480 water 
and ice samples, spearheaded 30 
food service sanitation classes and 
certified 200 food service workers. 
His efforts led to zero food-borne 
illness outbreaks. Brooks assisted in 
vaccinating 5,000 base personnel during the 
seasonal influenza shot evolutions, as well as 
initiated new reporting protocols for sexually 

transmitted infections, increasing reporting 
percentages from 40 to 80 percent.

Woods Portillo Martinez Lutz Johnson

Moberg Brooks

Equal Housing Lender | Federally Insured by NCUA

navyarmyccu.com

EXTRA MILE
TO GET YOU APPROVED

WE GO THE
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CORPUS CHRISTI, TX – U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection, Office of Air and 
Marine agents working as part of Operation 
Martillo detected cocaine runs in five sepa-
rate incidents resulting in the interdiction of 
more than 5,900 pounds of cocaine worth 
more than $441.8 million. 

The five incidents occurred the last week 
of May in the Pacific Ocean near Central 
America.

The first incident was recorded May 28, 
when a CBP P-3 Airborne Early Warning 
aircraft supporting Joint Inter Agency Task 
Force – South detected a go-fast vessel 
moving in the open waters near Costa Rica. 
The CBP crew coordinated with JIATF-S 
who alerted Costa Rican officials. Costa Rica 
deployed two boats to intercept the go-fast. 
Costa Rican authorities apprehended three 
Colombian nationals and seized the vessel 
along with nearly 600 pounds of cocaine.

The following day, the same crew 
detected a two-engine panga heading north 
from El Salvador. The boat appeared to be 
carrying 16 fuel barrels and packages. The 
CBP crew contacted a U.S. Coast Guard 
cutter also supporting JIATF-S to intercept 
the boat.  Before the cutter could reach the 
vessel, its crew began dumping packages and 
changing its course of direction. U.S. Coast 
Guard recovered more than 700 pounds of 

cocaine that was dumped overboard.
The next disruption occurred May 30. The 

CBP crew was operating its P-3 AEW in open 
waters southwest of the Guatemala and El 
Salvador border. The crew detected a go-fast 
boat with 10 fuel barrels and multiple other 
containers aboard. The CBP crew obtained 
visual confirmation of the suspect vessel and 
relayed the information to JIATF-S. A U.S. 
Coast Guard cutter was deployed to the scene 
and arrested the vessel’s crew of four, seized 
the vessel and recovered more than 1,600 
pounds of cocaine. 

The following day, May 31, CBP crew 
detected two twin-engine panga boats navi-
gating in open waters near El Salvador. The 
first panga was heading in a northwesterly 
direction away from El Salvador. The CBP 
crew notified JIATF-S who deployed a 
U.S. Coast Guard cutter to the area. After 
using disabling fire, they boarded one of the 
panga boats. The boat’s crew of three were 
apprehended and the vessel with more than 
1,700 pounds of cocaine were seized.

A second incident that day occurred 
hours later when, the CBP crew detected the 
second twin-engine panga navigating in the 
open waters southwest of El Salvador. The 
CBP crew contacted a U.S. Coast Guard 
cutter who deployed a helicopter. The USCG 
crew aboard a helicopter fired warning shots 

and the boat crew came to a stop. The crew 
aboard the panga threw more than 1,200 
pounds of cocaine overboard.

“Our CBP P-3 crews are among the most 
efficient at detecting boats navigating in 
open waters and attempting to avoid iden-
tification,” said NASOC-CC Director John 
Wassong.  “We continue to actively support 
JIAT-South as part of Operation Martillo by 
patrolling 42 million square miles of open 
waters to disrupt narcotics smuggling before 
those drugs reach U.S. shores.” 

Operation Martillo includes the par-
ticipation of 15 nations working together to 
counter transnational organized crime and 
illicit trafficking in waters along the Central 
American isthmus. Joint Interagency Task 
Force South, a national task force, oversees 
the detection and monitoring of illicit traf-
fickers and assists U.S. and multinational law 
enforcement agencies with the interdiction of 
these illicit traffickers.

OAM P-3s have been an integral part 
of the successful counter-narcotic missions 
operating in coordination with JIATF South. 
The P-3s patrol in a 42 million-square mile 
area which includes more than 41 nations, 
the Pacific Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean 
Sea, and seaboard approaches to the United 
States.

CBP P-3 crew detects cocaine runs reaching 2.9 tons
5 disruptions in a week yields more than $441M in product

Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees

Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted 
Technology with Fixed or 
Invisible Braces to Shorten 
Treatment Time and Achieve 
the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted
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Construction update -- Public Works/NAVFAC is in the process of improving the 
air station’s appearance. A current project is repairing the cupola on the base Headquarters 
Building 2. Repairs include replacing rotted or damaged wood with new lumber, replacing old 
shingles and applying a fresh coat of paint. The project is expected to be completed within 
the next several weeks. 
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Wings Over South Texas Air Show - April 18-19
Blue Angels return to NAS Corpus Chris   for spring air show

Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi is gearing up for its � rst air 
show in four years – and everyone 
is invited!

The Navy’s Blue Angels and 
“Fat Albert Airlines” are headlining 
the “Wings Over South Texas” air 
show on Saturday and Sunday, April 
18-19.

Other highlights of the two-day 
event, include demonstrations by 
the Golden Knights, the U.S. Army 
Parachute Team.

Military and civilian acts are 
� lling out the card to include: the 
U.S. Air Force’s F-22 Raptor; Rob 
Holland in his MXS-RH; Randy 
Ball in his MiG-17F; Paul Fiala in 
his Great Lakes Bi-plane, and more 
- plus static displays of aircraft.  

from NASCC Public A  airs

The Navy’s Blue Angels perform at the 2011 air show on board Naval Air Sta  on Corpus Chris  . 
They will be headlining the 2015 show on April 18-19. Photo by Rod HafemeisterAir Show con  nued on page 3

Solid Curtain - Citadel Shield 2015  exercise tests responses 
to ac  ve shooters, gate runners and more

Military Saves Week
Feb. 23-28

page 8

Security forces search the Naval Air Sta  on Corpus Chris   headquarters building for an ‘ac  ve 
shooter’ during an exercise Feb. 3. The exercise was part of the Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 2015 
exercise, an annual exercise conducted on naval installa  ons throughout the United States to test 
an  -terrorism and force protec  on procedures Feb. 2-13.

by Rod Hafemeister
G u n s h o t s  s h a t t e r e d  t h e 

workday routine in the Naval Air 
Station Corpus Christi headquarters 
building Feb. 3.

Of� ce workers dashed to exits, 
hid under desks or barricaded 
their doors as the gunman stalked 
the halls, brandishing an assault 
ri� e and shouting, “Where’s that 
captain?”

But not an actual threat – it was 
a red rubber assault ri� e and blanks 
from a pistol.

It was all part of an extensive 
“active shooter” exercise that tested 
everything from the immediate 
reactions of workers to security and 
emergency medical responses and 
even the post-event counseling for 
victims and emergency personnel.

Red cloths indicated wounded 
victims in the gunman’s wake 
as security forces responded to 
emergency calls and conducted 
the dangerous job of searching for 
gunmen and clearing the building.

Photo by Rod Hafemeister Exercise con  nued on page 5

Pilot for a Day 
‘Doodlebug’ Bily
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Blue Angels return to NAS Corpus Chris   for spring air show

Naval Air Station Corpus 

Christi is gearing up for its � rst air 
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the halls, brandishing an assault 

ri� e and shouting, “Where’s that 

captain?”
But not an actual threat – it was 

a red rubber assault ri� e and blanks 

from a pistol.
It was all part of an extensive 

“active shooter” exercise that tested 

everything from the immediate 

reactions of workers to security and 

emergency medical responses and 

even the post-event counseling for 

victims and emergency personnel.

Red cloths indicated wounded 

victims in the gunman’s wake 

as security forces responded to 

emergency calls and conducted 

the dangerous job of searching for 

gunmen and clearing the building.

Photo by Rod Hafemeister Exercise con  nued on page 5

Pilot for a Day 
‘Doodlebug’ Bily

page 7
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Honoring our veterans                                                                                                                                                  

Note: This is the first in a series of 
stories honoring our community’s veterans. 
They have done everything asked of them 
in their mission to serve our country. As a 
tribute and to honor their legacy, we will 
share their stories. 

By Fifi Kieschnick
NASCC Public Affairs

He has led a full life.
He grew up on a farm, served his 

country through three armed conflicts, 
piloted dozens of aircraft, raised a family, 
and ran a business, to name a few of his 
accomplishments.

His best memories are of flying and 
serving his country -- simultaneously.

Retired U.S. Air Force Maj. Leffler 
Lloyd Ramey grew up on a farm in 
northwest Kansas. He was the only boy and 
next to the youngest of six children. And, 
he knew he wanted to fly when he was 
about 5 years old. 

“I saw barnstormers flying and said 
that’s what I want to do,” the 90 year old 
said.

Barnstormers were stunt pilots who 
performed at country fairs or in groups 
called “flying circuses,” to impress people 
with their skill.

“Charles Lindberg used to put on shows 
like that in northwest Kansas. The barn-
stormers were very daring,” he added. 

His father didn’t think flying was safe 
and took him to a pilot’s funeral hoping to 
cure him of his desire to fly. “When we got 
up to the casket, my Dad picked me up and 
said, ‘There. That’s what happens to men 
who fly airplanes.’ This was back before 
they had cosmetics for corps.’”

It was “bad looking – all black and blue, 
and bent where people shouldn’t be bent,” 
he chuckled. “But that didn’t bother me at 
all.”

He went into the Army Air Corps.
Ramey had to go through the draft 

board. As soon as he finished high school, 
he went on his own to Smoky Hill Army 
Air Base in Salina, Kansas, took the cadet 
test, passed and was voluntarily drafted.

He went through basic training fol-
lowed by a college training detachment in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Ramey chuckles as he remembers when 
he was 19 ….. “this was the first time I 
was ever free with money, because I had to 
work my way through high school. I got to 
meet girls, for the first time in my life. And, 
it was real fun.”

 Ramey then went to pre-flight 
training, where he says they were taught 
“how to be officers” -- voicing commands, 
close order drills, aircraft identification, 
night vision training, and more.

“During this time, we were classi-
fied,” Ramey said. “We didn’t really have 

a choice. We were classified as pilots, 
bombardiers or navigators.”

He said that he selectively did poorly 
on the testing that had to do with being 
a navigator or bombardier, and excelled 
on everything that had to do with being a 
pilot. 

“At the end of course, we went before 
the classification board,” Ramey said, “and 
this major said, ‘Well Mr. Ramey, do you 
want to be a pilot, bombardier or naviga-
tor?’  I said, ‘Sir if I haven’t qualified as 
a pilot, you can send me to the infantry. I 
don’t want to be a navigator or bombar-
dier.’ He said, ‘You only qualified as a 
pilot.’ So I went to pilot training.”

He earned his wings just prior to the 
end of World War II and was discharged 
shortly thereafter. After the Korean War, 
he was called back to active duty where he 
flew many missions, including the Korean 
DMZ (demilitarized zone) along the front 
lines. 

Air Force commando served our country in the air

Above, today, Lloyd Ramey and his friend retired Capt. Johnny Cotten. 

During Vietnam he served as an 
air commando – special clandestine 
operations, Air Force’s equivalent to Navy 
SEALs or Army Green Berets. He flew 
recon missions throughout South Vietnam 
where he was a U-10 treetop recon pilot 
looking for the enemy. 

As a commando, Ramey says, he 
trained in clandestine services. “We 
weren’t supposed to be in air-to air-
combat. We were supposed to infiltrate and 
exfiltrate agents at very remote sites. We 
weren’t supposed to be shot at. We weren’t 
supposed to irritate people either. We were 
supposed to sneak in and sneak out.”

But some of his “escapades” weren’t 
very “clandestine.”

And some of his stories involve his 
friends’ “escapades” that weren’t always 
“quite legal.” 

 He fondly retells “scrapes” he 
was in, though he’s lucky to have survived 
some of his flying missions.

“I got shot at a couple of times,” Ramey 
says. “The worst time was in Bongson in 
October 1962.”

He said he was in the Ops Center when 
the Captain there said he needed to divert a 
B-26 from the village because North Viet-
namese had attacked it. He couldn’t contact 
the pilot on the air, so Ramey volunteered 
to “go up in my U-10, intercept and divert 
him. I had all radio frequencies and I could 
talk to anybody.”

Which he did.
Ramey added that he had taken a 

couple of F-100 pilots along for the ride 
who wanted to “go over and watch the 
action” after they’d completed the mission. 
He was flying low, about 200 feet over the 

see Ramey on page 9
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Marine Corps JROTC tour NAS Corpus Christi --
Approximately 80 Marine Corps JROTC visited NAS Corpus Christi on June 10, spending 

the day touring. They were escorted by two NASCC Sailors and visited Customs and Border 
Protection, U.S. Coast Guard,  the flightline and Marine Aviation Training Support Group 22, 

prior to eating lunch and heading to the Lexington Museum on the Bay. 

Above, the MCJROTC start their morning visiting and 
touring Customs and Border Protection.

Pictured left, Cpl. Michael Ziething (left) and Cpl. 
Aaron Meroney of MATSG-22 give the students a 
demonstration of Marine Corps martial arts. 

Below, Lt. Scott Stechschulte, MH-65 Engineering officer 
with Coast Guard Sector/Air Station Corpus Christi, talks 
to the students about his eduction and experience, and 
the mission of his unit.

AST3 Zachary Burley, a SAR swimmer with Coast Guard Sector/Air Station 
Corpus Christi, explains some of the equipment he uses. Behind him is 
AST3 Cole Johnson, who also talked to the students about the training they 
undergo to become qualified as a SAR swimmer.

Right, Ens. Kyle Senn, a student pilot with VT-31, talks to the students about 
the T-44C King Air, and the benefits of staying in school and pursuing a 
career with the military. (Photos by Fifi Kieschnick)
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News Briefs                                                           

see Briefs on page 11

Navy Reserves celebrate 
centennial  June 20

The Corpus Christi Hooks will host the 
Navy Reserve Night on June 20 in celebration 
of the Navy Reserves Centennial. The game 
between the Hooks and the Frisco Rough 
Riders will begin at 7:05 p.m. This celebra-
tion is being conducted in coordination with 
Employee Support of the Guard and Reserve 
(ESGR). 

The Navy Reserves will be showcased 
with a reenlistment ceremony, a frocking 
ceremony, viewing of the Navy Reserves 
Centennial film, and several short videos 
featuring Reservists from Navy Operational 
Support Center (NOSC) Corpus Christi. 
Also, a Reservist will throw out the first pitch, 
another will sing the National Anthem, and a 
flyover by VT-27 is being planned.  

CMDCM(SW) Jeffery Tidwell, NASCC 
command master chief, has 400 free tickets 
available on a first-come first-serve basis. His 
office is located in Headquarters Building 2.

Otherwise, discounted tickets will be 
made available through MWR’s ITT. Call 
961-2267 for information. 

Basketball tournament
being held June 22-26

MWR is holding registration for a Double 
Elimination Basketball Tournament, which 
will be held June 22-26. Cost is a $10 sports 
fee for retired military, dependents and 

eligible DoD civilian employees. Teams 
comprised of retired military, dependents, 
and DoD civilian employees are required to 
pay a team fee of $150.

For more information, call 961-2401.

Softball tournament 
registration being held

Registration is going on now for the 
Softball Tournament to be held July 20-24.  
Deadline to register is July 14.  A mandatory 
Team Captain meeting will be held on July 
14, at 5 p.m. at the E-Street Gym.  Retired 
Military, dependents and eligible DoD 
civilian employees are required to pay a $10 
sports fee or teams made up of only retired 
military, dependents, and DoD civilian 
employees are required to pay a team fee 
of $150.

For more information, call 961-2401.

OPSEC of the future 
With continuous advances in technology 

and unlimited access to information, the 
Naval OPSEC Support Team (NOST) is 
putting forth an effort to bring Operations 
Security, or OPSEC, standards into the 21st 
Century U.S. Navy.

OPSEC, as a methodology was developed 
during the Vietnam War to determine how 
the enemy was able to obtain advanced 
information on military operations.

• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate

• Military Law
• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense

William a. Thau iii, P.C.

9708 S.P.I.D., SUITE A-101 • CORPUS CHRISTI  
(361) 937-5513  •  Toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas
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Selected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas Monthly
Awarded the Client Distinction Award for 2015 by Martindale-Hubbell

Commander, U.S. Naval Reserve, Ret.
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Ramey from page 6 _______________________________________________
village, talking (via radio) to people on the 
ground who were saying a certain area was 
‘hot,’ and “it was ‘hot,’” Ramey said. “I 
was already there and they were shooting 
at us. Automatic weapons. One of the 
bullets came up through the floor between 
my legs and exited right by my ear.” 

Then they hit the airplane on the right 
tail area. “Only two bullets hit the plane,” 
he added. “I don’t know how they missed 
us. We were so low we could have spit on 
their faces.” 

When he was assigned to Panama 
where he was the chief of aircraft main-
tenance working with the 101st Airborne 
training counter-insurgency forces in 
South and Central America. They trained 
a variety of troops in a variety of South 
American countries on 135 different 
aircraft. 

Major Leffler Lloyd Ramey retired 
from the U.S. Air Force in 1966 after 
serving his country for more than 20 years, 
in three armed conflicts, and flying 26 
different aircraft. 

Then, he went to school at Texas A&M 
in College Station and earned an engineer-

ing degree. He also worked in a corporate 
company, which he didn’t enjoy, so he 
started his own business.

 He has many tales about his experi-
ences serving our country. All of them 
are told with clarity, as if he just finished 
experiencing them. And, he remembers 
the men’s names he served with – titles, 
first and last names – and people he met 
along the way. He remembers the name 
of the street the cadet training was on and 
locations he flew from and to -- a lot of 
details that many people don’t remember in 
their own lives.

And, though he’s blind, if you describe 
a photograph that he’s in, he will tell you 
where that was taken and who was in the 
photo and what they were doing at the 
time.

Ramey has led a full life, which he 
enjoys sharing.

Wistfully, he’ll tell you, “I loved the 
military, flying airplanes. That was my 
whole life, flying. I have flown 26 different 
airplanes in my career – most people alive 
today can’t say that.

“I loved flying airplanes.”

Brig. Gen. Robert Breitweiser, USAF, with Southern Command, presents Ramey 
with an air medal. (Courtesy photo)

Maj. Gen. Theodore Milton, commander, 13th Air Force, talks to Capt. Ramey prior to a U-10A 
flight. Photo taken Nov. 1, 1962, in Bien Hoa, Vietnam. (Courtesy photo)
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Commemorating those who have gone before us -- 
A Battle of Midway  ceremony was held aboard USS Lexington Museum on the Bay on June 
3. The ceremony honored the battle that is considered to be the turning point in the war in 
the Pacific and the veterans of World War II, who continued to fight for over three more years 
before Japan finally surrendered. At the conclusion of the ceremony, Bob Batterson, who was 
a seaman in Pearl Harbor when it was attacked and later retired from the Navy as a captain; 
ACAN Colby Veronko, of NAS Kingsville; and Capt. Chris Misner, NAS Kingsville commanding 
officer, released a wreath into the waters below in honor of lives lost. The ceremony also 
included the Friends of Kingsville choir singing patriotic songs, remarks by Misner and a cake 
provided by the USO of South Texas. (Photo by Fifi Kieschnick)

Upcoming 
Community Events

To have your evenT included in This secTion, email 
afrench@plwave.com. The deadline To submiT evenTs is 10 
a.m. The friday before publicaTion. upcoming evenTs are 

published as space permiTs There are no guaranTees as To how 
many Times an evenT will run. QuesTions regarding evenTs 

should be direcTed To ashley aT 361-746-4341.

150th Year Celebration Of Juneteenth
You are invited to a celebration of  the 150th year 
of  Juneteenth. The event will be held on June 27, 
2015 at Sinai Evangelistic Center at 3512 S. Staples, 
Corpus Christi, TX. There will be performances by 
Lee Williams and the Spiritual QC’s, KeKe Perez, 
Janice Eatmon, and Ameera York, as well as spoken 
words by Dr. Alexis Carlion Maston. The doors will 
open at 6 p.m. and the event will begin at 7 p.m. For 
tickets and information, please call 361-779-1186.
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Briefs from page 8 _____________

Story & photo by AC2 Nicholas Duffy
NASCC Air Operations

As a 21st Century Navy, we continue to 
advance our technological capabilities in all 
aspects of training, mission readiness and 
execution. In a world where integration with 
computers is at an all-time high, to keep up 
with these demands, training has begun to 
turn more toward simulating the real-time 
scenarios of operations conducted within 
our fleet. 

At NASCC, we take on this adaptation 
with the integration of a new state-of-the-art 
control tower simulator. Made to test Sailors 
who are training for qualification on operator 

positions within the facility, the computer 
system is capable of pushing the knowledge, 
skill and talent of the controller to all new 
levels, unlocking even more potential as 
never seen before. It is with these capabilities 
that our Sailors will become more productive 

Under that idea Admiral Ulysses Sharp, 
then Commander-in-chief, Pacific, established 
the “Purple Dragon” team which conceived of 
and used the methodology of “Thinking like 
the wolf,” or looking at your own organization 
from an adversarial viewpoint.

Since, the OPSEC systematic process, 
has proven to be successful in identifying, 
controlling and protecting generally sensitive 
but unclassified information by mitigating 
the adversary’s ability to compromise a 
mission, operation or activity.

As a whole, OPSEC works through 
proper understanding of each of the five steps 
within the OPSEC process:

(1) Identify critical information. The 
information you have that could assist an 
adversary in any way.

(2) Analyze the threat to that information. 
Does an adversary have the capability to 
collect or use the information, and if so, how?

(3) Analyze the vulnerabilities. How is 
the critical information relayed in the course 
of your daily duties and how is it protected?

(4) Assess the risk. How likely is it that 
the information could be compromised?

(5) Develop countermeasures. What can 
you do to protect the information from being 
disclosed?

Everyone has a duty to protect command, 
shipmates and family by always maintaining 
operations security. So the next time you send 
your friends a comment or post a tweet, think 
about who else may be seeing it.

and even more effective when operating 
within the air traffic control tower, handling 
real aircraft in intricate scenarios. 

The simulator plays an essential role in 
making the safe and expeditious flow of traf-
fic continue, and to ensure Sailors continue 
to carry out their mission with fine precision 
and great speed. 

New technology, such as the control 
tower simulator, helps maintain and advance 
the operational capabilities of NAS Corpus 
Christi air traffic controllers.

State-of-the-art 
simulator 
enhances 

mission
 readiness

NASCC’s control tower simulator tests Sailors who are training for controller qualifications.
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