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President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Mexico’s President Manuel Avila

From The Yearbook, 1940-1941

When does the shooting start?

Internationally? Nobody knows. That’s the
question, however, that puts the punch and
purposes into the job the Navy has undertaken
in building and operating one of the world’s
largest aviation training stations in record time
right here in Corpus Christi.

The mission of this station is to train young
men to defend their country in the air and
thereby preserve peace as long as it is tenable
and to assure victory in war. Conduct of all
phases of that training plus the control of all
aircraft operations from the station is the func-
tion and direct responsibility of the Aviation
Training Department. It is composed essentially

WASPs — nation’s forgotten elite female aviators

Story and photo by Eric Lobsinger
NASCC Public Affairs Office

She is among an elite group of women
— aviators — the first women in history to fly
America’s military aircraft. They are true
trailblazers for those who would follow de-
cades later ... and it was an accomplishment
her own children didn’t discover until more

Comacho arriving at N.A.T.C., Administration Building. (File photo)

until her parents divorced when she was
Columbus, Kan.

significant about growing up during the
“Roaring 1920s” or the Depression in the

gy

Early days of Aviation Training Deent

of the primary, basic, instrumental and advanced
training squadrons, ground school and the cadet
regiment.

Selection of Present Site

There is unanimity of opinion as regards
the fact that the location for this huge training
station was well chosen. The glamour of Texas
itself and all of its glorious traditions is a real
and living thing; it cannot help but have a very
marked and favorable effect upon the training
given here. If one must needs learn the manly
art of self-defense, where better than the land
of heroes who are never beaten to the draw and
where no cry in the world electrifies a soul so
much as that of “Remember The Alamo!”

Geographically, too, the location has all

12, when her mother moved the family to

She said she doesn’t recall anything

1930s.
“I can’t think of anything of interest,”

of the essentials required. There is suitable
terrain and ample room in the back-country
for landplane operations of all kinds; Corpus
Christi and Aransas Bays provide protected
water operating area for seaplane training; the
Gulf is near for aerial navigation and gunnery;
the city of Corpus Christi is conveniently close,
and, lastly, access to the station for ocean-going
vessels is practicable to provide.

Plans for Building

Large developments of most any kind
usually grow over a period of time during
which original purposes change somewhat,
compromises incident to conversion from one
design to another must be accepted, and addi-

see Training on page 5

she quipped. “I just grew up. Things seemed
normal. Things were just the way they were.”

Although her family never seemed to
have much money, she said that’s just the way
things were then, and it didn’t seem strange
to her. She remembered her mom feeding
people who would come by the house and
ask for something to eat, but she didn’t find
it unusual at the time.

After graduating from high school,
she decided to continue her education and

than three decades later.

Maxine Edmondson Flournoy was among
a group of women who served as a member
of the Women Airforce Service Pilots, known
as WASP, during World War II.

She was born in 1921 in the city Wheaton,
Mo., a small, mid-western town of approxi-
mately 300 people that has barely doubled
in population to fewer than 700 today. Her
parents both hailed from Stella, Mo.

Her father was a dentist and her mother
a homemaker. Her family remained in Stella

Pliot for the Day
— page 7

see WASP on page 3

Maxine Flournoy then and now.
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Command Master Chief’s Column

CMDCM(SW)
Jeffery Tidwell

Howdy! It is good to be the leader. After
all, all we have to do is give direction and let
the front-line supervisors handle it. Just sit
back and watch the team, you know, work.

The reality is, leaders are put in positions
of responsibility because we have labored
to gain a higher rank. However, with that
responsibility comes greater freedoms and
rewards.

We, as leaders, must direct, guide and
mentor. We are expected to keep the mission
moving in the right direction because, as
leaders, it is what we must do.

Chaplain’s Message

It is easy, as a leader, to assume that
teamwork is the responsibility of your
juniors. The team is the group of people
you direct, right?

Leadership does not exist separately
from teamwork. Work will get done, but it
will not be as effective if you isolate yourself
from the team.

By taking part in some of your team’s
work, you will find a new level of empathy.
You will see more accurately what is, and
is not, working within the group. It will
become clearer to you that adjustments
may need to happen to make the team more
effective.

Engaging in the day-to-day toil of your
team will help you find a new motivation.
The aforementioned empathy will motivate
you to listen more closely to your team
because, after all, you are a vested member
now.

It is also possible that your coopera-
tion in the team’s work will motivate the
members in your section to work a little

bit harder. The uptick in work should not
be simply because of your proximity but
because the service members see you are
putting in an honest effort.

Finally, working alongside your team,
not above it, fosters respect — not just the
“I respect the rank ...” type of respect but
a genuine admiration of your abilities, your
leadership and you as a human being.

Hopefully, you all have had a chance
to work for leaders who were not afraid to
get their hands dirty and work shoulder-to-
shoulder with their teams.

Teamwork is something that exists in ev-
ery hard working unit, but do not allow your
“leadership” to be the reason you are not an
active member of the team. Contribute, get
your hands dirty and earn a little respect
from your juniors.

Additionally, this cannot be a one-time
thing. A random visit just makes your juniors
suspicious.

Be engaged; be consistent and, finally,
be part of the team ... not above it.

Confidential
communication
to chaplains

Lt. Cmdr. Stephen Warne
¥ Command Chaplain

(Portions taken from Confidential
Communication to Navy Chaplains Fact
Sheet by Navy Chaplain Corps)

“By patient, sympathetic labors with
the crew, day in, day out, and through many
anight, every chaplain I know contributed
immeasurably to the moral courage of
our fighting men; none of this appears in
statistics.

“Most of it necessarily secret between
pastor and confidant. It is for that toil, in
the cause both of God and country, that |
honor the chaplain most.” — Fleet Admiral
Chester A. Nimitz, USN

For many of you reading this article,
sharing sensitive information with a chap-
lain may never be a reality you’re faced
with. But for some, knowing that com-
munication with a chaplain is absolutely
confidential may make all the difference.

In fact, there are so many misconcep-
tions about confidential communication
within the military that the Navy Chaplain

Wingspan

Corps launched a campaign in the summer
of 2013 to increase awareness across the
fleet.

Two and a half years later, many are
still under the opinion that there are
certain things a chaplain MUST report. The
reality is this: What you say to a chaplain
in confidence stays between you and the
chaplain — unless you decide differently.
You hold the key to who hears your story.

Although confidential communication
has always been standard practice, SEC-
NAV Instruction 1730.9 made it official in
2008. Confidential communication with
chaplains is a privilege of service members
and their families, and chaplains are bound
by this confidentiality, even to the grave.

Sound serious? I can assure you that
my obligation to keep confidential commu-
nication confidential is not taken lightly.
Additionally, information conveyed to a
religious program specialist or a chaplain
assistant for further communication
to a Navy chaplain is also considered
confidential.

Another very common misconception
is the thought that you must be religious
or of the same religious conviction as that
of the chaplain. This is not true!

Although I am always ready and
willing to offer faith-specific guidance,
any member, regardless of religion, can
enjoy confidential communication with
the chaplain.

NASCC
Facebook

While chaplains are not bound by
mandatory reporting requirements in DoD
or DoN, chaplains will always assist in
guiding an individual to the appropriate
resources. | expect conversations to be
open and honest. I understand that sensi-
tive subjects are often extremely difficult
to talk about; you are not alone.

Masking an issue or manufacturing
a different reality will only complicate
matters. For this reason, chaplains stand
ready to receive all communication with
open hearts, open minds and the highest
standard in confidentiality.

Worship Services

CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Catholic Chapel
Daily Mass Mon-Thurs & 1st Fri: 11:30 a.m.
Sunday Mass: 9 & 11 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
Congregation Beth Israel, 4402 Saratoga Blvd.
For worship service times, call 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas, 7341 McArdle Rd.
For worship service times, call 992-8550.

75th
Anniversary
Facebook

Wingspan
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Capt. Steve Banta
Commanding Officer

Fifi Kieschnick
Public Affairs Officer

Eric Lobsinger
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This paper is published
for people like MA1
Tommy Dover, who
serves as a watch
commander with Naval
Air Station Corpus
Christi’s security
department. A native
of Blacksburg, S.C., he
has served six years in
the Navy, the past two at
NASCC.
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WASP from page 1

attended Joplin Junior College, where she
earned her pilot’s license in 1941 through
the civil pilot training program.

While attending the college, she met a
friend who was doing something interesting.

“I listened to a girlfriend who was in the
program, and she told me she did stalls and
spins and cross-country,” recalled Flournoy.
“And, I decided ‘I want to do that too,’ so
I applied and was accepted into the WASP
program.”

The training, she said, “was very good

.. very thorough.” And, it afforded her an

opportunity to fly different types of aircraft.

In 1943, as a member of class 43-W-8,
she headed to Avenger Field in Sweetwater,
Texas, where she underwent her primary,
basic and advanced flight training. While
there, she trained on, and flew, the Fairchild
PT-19, the BT-15 Valiant and the T-6 Texan.

“We trained in the same ones the male
cadets were training in,” said Maxine, of
the grueling six-month training program. “It
was exciting. I was flying ... and that’s what
I wanted to do. I liked everything about it.”

Although the program provided women
pilots an opportunity to serve their nation,
she said that there were challenges in that
not everyone supported it.

“I think some liked us — and some thought
we should be home in the kitchen,” she
recalled, with a grimace.”
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Maxine Flournoy in 1943. (Courtesy photo)

on to Hondo Army Air Field, Texas, where
she worked at a navigation school.

“It was a demanding course,” she said.
“They (male students) had to be accurate
when they were flying across the Atlantic.”

She served at Hondo for the remainder
of her time in the program. Among the
highlights while there, she said, was co-

to Los Angeles. The flights afforded her an
opportunity to visit with her mother, who had
relocated to California.

One of the benefits of having female
pilots flying military aircraft, she said, is
that witnessing female pilots in action was a
strong motivator for their male counterparts.

“They used us for psychological pur-

that pilots were afraid of — they called it the
“flying coffin.” So, they would check some
WASPs out on the B-26 and send them to the
B-26 transition school.

“They would then line up all of the male
cadets on the flight line to await the arrival of
some VIPs. So, in comes the B-26 — and the
only people who would get out were WASPs.
The men were so shocked, they would say:
‘Well, if a woman can fly it, then we can
too,”” she said, with a chuckle.

As much as she enjoyed flying and serv-
ing her country, she was very disappointed
when the WASP program was discontinued
in December 1944.

“They did away with our program; it
didn’t pass the Senate,” she said. “They
disbanded us after that — before the war was
over. It was really a bad deal for us.”

She said she heard various reasons as to
why the program was discontinued.

Regardless of the reason, she said she was
very disappointed because once she returned
home; she didn’t really have anything to do
there.

Unlike their male counterparts, the
women of the WASP program did not
receive the benefits their male counterparts
received, such as the G.I. Bill. The WASPS
who were killed in the line of duty were not
even authorized to be buried with the U.S.

piloting the long-distance graduations flights  poses,” she said. “The B-26 was an airplane see WASP on page 8

After completing the program, she moved
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chat about your tastes, your price range and what
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agent will drive you around your ideal neighborhood
and guide you through the selected apartments.

361-334-3550
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HELP...ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY

If you are considering a move
or-know of someone who is'-'/ can help.

Lora Marksbury
Military Relocation Specialist
Lora specializes in Military relocation.
Her 26 years of military life offers a
unique insight and understanding of
the complexities and frustrations of
relocating and home ownership.

Please call me today.
Office........ (861) 992-9231 or (800) 825-5050
Mobile ..oueiiiiiee (361) 533-8648
E-mail: Imarksbury@corpuschristi-homes.com

BANKER O

PACESETTERSTEEL REALTORS
5034 Holly Road ¢ Copus Christi, TX 78411

Health clinic to host town hall

NHCCC Public Affairs Office

Naval Health Clinic Corpus Christi
will host a Town Hall meeting Wednesday,
March 9, 6 p.m., at the Catalina Club.

This forum is open to all TRICARE Prime
active duty, retirees and family members
enrolled to the clinic as well as beneficiaries
authorized to use the clinic’s pharmacy.

The meeting will offer beneficiaries an
opportunity to meet face-to-face and speak
with the commanding officer and his subject
matter experts from Medical Home Port, the
pharmacy and ancillary services.

Everyone who attends will get the op-
portunity to have their voices heard about
their concerns as well as to ask questions
about access and services.

Healthcare specialists will also elaborate
on some of the superb services offered by
NHCCC and features that have already
proven useful as well as convenient for
patients and their family members, such as:

* RelayHealth — Secure messaging with
health care team

* Interactive Customer Evaluation —
Quick and simple electronic feedback for
sharing comments with leadership about your
experience during your visit.

* ePrescribing — Your doctor can now
electronically transmit an accurate, error-free
and understandable prescription directly to

Naval Health Clinic Corpus Christi

our pharmacy helping reduce the number of
doctor’s visits as well as making medication
pick up easier.

* Customer Kiosks — Providing an array
of interactive services and assistance for you
and your family.

The value of Navy Medicine is measured
through the great work of our staff in deliver-
ing safe and effective care for you and your
family, and we appreciate your confidence
in our patient-centered health care. Let us

| jm_hn:m CLINIC
e

know about your experience by sharing your
comments here: https://ice.disa.mil/index.
cfm?fa=site&site _id=1122&dep=DoD.

Also, sign up for RelayHealth — conve-
nient secure messaging to your healthcare
providers. Register for your account now!
https://app.relayhealth.com/Patients/Regis-
tration.aspx?bid.

Find out more about NHCCC: http://
www.med.navy.mil/sites/nhccc. Follow us
on Facebook: www.facebook.com/nhccc.

AutoNationQ.Chevrolet Cadillac corpus christi

FIND NEWROADS' Get preferred pricing on our award winning lineup.

AutoNationo.Chevrolet Cadillac corpus Christ
AUtONatIOH.Com c 6650 South Padre Island Drive | store HOURS: MON-FRI 8:30AM-8PM, SAT 9AM-7PM,

f &

Follow us socially for
special offers and discounts

866-501-3104

SUN 12PM-5PM e SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 7AM-6PM,
SAT 7AM-4PM, SUN 10AM-3PM
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Training from page 1

tions sort of grow “like Topsy.” Here the time
factor has been very short and the objectives
definite. Plans were carefully drawn in the
Navy Department for a modern plant and
equipment for the purpose at hand, and then
it was built. With due regard to the price that
must always be paid for speed, such planning
and construction is economical and, most
important of all, efficiency in operation of
the completed plant is best served thereby.

Organization of Training Personnel

Now, the building of the station is one
thing, and the operation of it for training
purposes is another. The plan for the organi-
zation of the Aviation Training Department
was to train a small nucleus of key personnel
for each division of the Department at
Pensacola, move this group to Corpus Christi
a month or two before actual operations
were to begin and then build this force up
as rapidly as possible with officer, enlisted
and civil personnel drawn from all available
sources. Supplies, equipment, and aircraft
were scheduled to arrive shortly before the
students — and then training was to begin.

It all worked out according to schedule,
but it would be somewhat in error to say there
were no difficulties — there was mud, sweat
and tears, and a lot of it! But the department
grew, and on July 31st there were in it a
closely knit total of 357 officers, 978 cadets,
1,407 men and 14 civil service employees.

Casual Waterfront Dininé
FREE Sunsets

Daily Blackboard Specials
Featuring Live Music by Local Artists

Scenic View of Boats, Wildlife
and Breathtaking Sunsets

Doors Open Daily at 11am

Located on Padre Island under the JFK Bridge
13309 S. Padre Island Dr.
(361) 949-6744 - docsseafoodandsteaks.com
Major Credit Cards Accepted EEA

The eighth plane merges into the center of
the formation. (File photo)

We still have a long way to go to get fully
“grown” as regards eventual numbers.

Significant timeline events

Jan. 30, 1941: was moving day for the
three airplanes (GB, NN and JFR) from Cliff
Maus Airport to their permanent home on
the air station.

Feb. 5,1941: The aviation training depart-
ment moved from the temporary administra-
tion building at Landplane Hangar 5-6.

TIRESWHEEL

We Really Appreciate
Your Business!

AR RYN

854-4718

2424 S.P.I.D.
At Ayers
M-F 8:00 - 6:30
Sat. 8:00 - 5:00

6 Mo SAME AS
CASH W.A.C.
MILITARY and
SENIOR Discounts

March 1, 1941: First personnel inspec-
tion of the station was held by Capt. A.D.
Bernhard, USN.

March 10, 1941: The training school
office moved to its permanent quarters in the
present administration building.

March 12, 1941: The station was
commissioned.

March 20, 1941: First class of aviation
cadets were sworn in — 52 all told.

April 7,1941: First ground school classes
started.

May 5, 1941: First student flight instruc-
tion. Ens. W.C. Seago was pilot of first
regular instruction flight with Aviation Cadet
R. B. Bernard as student passenger.

June 5, 1941: The chief of the Bureau of
Aeronautics inspected the station.

June 7, 1941: Rodd Field was dedi-
cated and Lt. Comdr. T.T. Tucker placed in
command.

July 9, 1941: Cabaniss Field was dedi-
cated and Lt. Comdr. G.L. Richard placed
in command.

July 10, 1941: The first fatal airplane
accident on the station occurred when Ens.
L.J. Shudde A-V(N) USNR was killed
and Aviation Cadet Donald Lesher USNR
seriously injured in a crash of a primary
landplane.

July 10, 1941: Entry rate of aviation
cadets reached the full load schedule of 150
every two weeks.

Locally owned
Family Operated

387-8473

N.W. Blvd.
at Wood River
M-F 7:30 - 6:00
Sat. 8:00 - 5:00

(MICHELINEE (11w
BFGoodrich
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At NEC Retail,
we appreciate the brave
men and women who've
answered the call of duty.
That’s why we give credit
where it’s due - to you!
Past and present military
members in the co-op can
sign up to receive a $25
credit on the electric bill
that coincides with
Memorial Day. It’s our way
of saying THANK YOU for
your service!
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Upcoming events

Whooping Crane Festival 2016.

Feb. 24-28, 6 a.m., daily. The Coastal
Bend is the only spot in the United States
where the endangered Whooping Crane
can be viewed at close range, and the
Port Aransas Chamber of Commerce
celebrates this astonishing natural wonder
with an annual festival honoring these
grand birds.

Corpus Christi Junior Idol Finals.

Feb. 26, 7 p.m., and Feb. 27, 7 p.m.,
TAMU-CC Performing Arts Center,
6300 Ocean Drive. Each night, the top
10 males and top 10 females compete.
Winners of both contests are selected
by audience vote. Cost is $10 general
admission for adults and $5 for children
under the age of 12. All proceeds fund
scholarships and student programming
needs for the TAMU-CC Department
of Theater and Dance.

Kids Stuff: The Amazing Butterfly.

March 21, 2 & 3:30 p.m., 8545 S.
Staples St., Corpus Christi. Kids will
learn about the fascinating world of
butterflies and their unique anatomy
in an interactive skit performed by
The Butterfly Lady, Brenda Dziedzek,
author of Learn about Butterflies
in the Garden. FREE for members!
Non-members free with General
Admission. Children 12 and under
must be accompanied by an adult. For
more information, call (361) 852-2100.

Corpus Christi Festival of the
Arts.

March 27-29, 1521 North Chaparral
Street, Corpus Christi. The Festival
of the Arts, hosted annually during
the last weekend in March. For more
information, call (361) 883-2787

South Texas Botanical Garden &
Nature Center ‘Big Bloom’ mega
plant sale.

April 2, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Butterflies,
bromeliads, orchids and plumeria
will delight guests as they shop for a
bountiful array of plant varieties and
unique vendor items and explore eco-
activities at the annual BIG BLOOM
Plant Sale on South Texas Botanical
Gardens & Nature Center grounds.
BIG BLOOM means DOLLAR DAY,
when visitors may shop and enjoy the
Botanical Gardens and Nature Center
for just $1 each.

For additional community event
information, visit sites such as
the following: www.events.caller.
com, www.visitcorpuschristitx.org/
events, www.business.corpuschristi-
chamber.org/events/calendar, www.
lonestarcalendar.com/localevents/
corpuschristieventcalendar.

o =38

More than two dozen volunteers came together Feb. 20 in support of Eagle Scout Jack Hodges’ project to beautify the Catholic Chapel

grounds. (Photos by Fifi Kieschnick, NASCC PAO)

Eagle Scout helps spruce up chapel area

Eagle Scout Jack Hodges (left) provides direction to a
volunteer during a beautification project at the Catholic
Chapel.

One Eagle Scout who
wanted to give back to
the community led a com-
munity service project at
the Catholic Chapel this
weekend.

Jack Hodges, who has
been attending the Catholic
Chapel aboard the installa-
tion since he was eight days
old, said he wanted to give
back to this church which
has done so much for him.

The Flour Bluff High
School student led 25 to 30
volunteers in beautifying
the grounds around the
Chapel as his project.

Volunteers ranged from
members of his Boy Scout
Troop 16, Flour Bluff High
School classmates, mili-
tary volunteers and family
members.

The 17 year-old collect-
ed 39,000 pounds of stone,
1,900 sq. ft. of weed-block,
30 cubic feet of edging
stone, much, 10 concrete
benches and mulch.

The volunteers cleaned-
out the bedding surrounding
the chapel, put down weed-
block, laid edging stone,
arranged stone and mulch
in various gardens and posi-
tioned stoned benches.

Hodges is the son of retired
RP1 John Hodges.

Volunteers labor on a rock garden during a
beautification project at the Catholic Chapel.
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Marcus Perez, 6, who hails from Freer,
Texas, visited Naval Air Station Corpus Christi
and enjoyed a day touring the base as the
Pilot of the Day. Marcus was joined by his
parents, Marcus and Cynthia Perez. Marcus
is a patient at Driscoll Children’s Hospital
in Corpus Christi, where he is undergoing
treatment for acute Leukemia. His mom
said he is in remission for now but is still
undergoing numerous medical procedures.
Everywhere Marcus went, his smile was
infectious. As each person would finish talking
to him and describing what he was seeing, he
provided a “Thank You Sir or Ma’am” to each
person along with a hand shake. Lt. Cmdr.
Caleb Booher, VT-35, served as his escort for
the day and AC2 Candice Flesner provided
a tour of the tower and the radar section. “I
am having a lot of fun,” said Marcus. “I really
liked the guns and the planes.” His father
also showed everyone a photo of the 41-point
buck young Marcus recently hunted. Marcus
(above) has a cat-bird seat as he peers out
the tower at the flight line. Later in the day,
he enjoys a treat (center) as he meets the
firemen at the NASCC fire station. Richard
Puente Ill (below) shows Marcus where to
push to sound-off the fire truck’s siren.

February 25, 2016

Lt. Cmdr. Caleb Booher and Marcus (top right) check out the
flight line from the tower. Earlier, the two enjoyed a more close-
up view along with Marcus parents, Marcus and Cynthia Perez.
Prior to the tower, AC2 Candice Flesner (below) shows Marcus
how the air crew tracks planes in the radar section. The day
concluded as Marcus had the opportunity to play with a hose
of truly epic proportions as fire fighter Richard Puente Il shows
him how much water the firehose can spray.
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WASP from page 3

flag draped over their coffins. In fact, the
government did not even cover their funeral
expenses.

In all, 38 of the 1,102 female pilots in
the program lost their lives: 11 in training
accidents and 27 in the line of duty.

Eventually, she was hired as a pilot in
Alice, Texas, working for a commercial
company that bought and sold oil field
equipment. While with the company, she flew
throughout Texas and portions of Oklahoma.

“I was able to get some good use out
of my training,” she said with a chuckle,
having obtained a commercial rating and a
multiple-engine rating during her time with
the WASPs.

It was there that she met her husband
of 57 years, Lucien Flournoy, a petroleum
engineer. The couple joined in matrimony on
June 29, 1947, and remained together until
his passing.

After giving birth to her first child, Mary
Anne (Guthrie), she gave up piloting for the
next two decades. She and her husband had
two more daughters: Betty (Fields) and Helen
(Pope). She also has 11 grandchildren ... with
the 12th on the way.

Her children didn’t know of her flying
exploits until later in their lives. Once the
program was disbanded, all records pertain-
ing to the WASP program were classified and
sealed for 35 years.

Thus, even her own children did not real-
ize their mother’s pioneering contributions

until the records were unsealed
in 1977.

“The people in World War II
never talked about it with their
children,” said Mary. “They (the
children) never heard anything
about it, really, until the grand-
children started hearing about
it in school. We never heard of
WASPs.”

Mary it was somewhat
surreal when she heard about
their exploits and her mother’s
accomplishments.

“Nobody talked about it ...
because nobody knew about
it,” she exclaimed. “It wasn’t in
text books. So, here we are, in
our retirement years, and all of
a sudden — they (women pilots)
are ‘famous.’ But when we were
growing up, they weren’t.”

In the 1960s, after watch-
ing her children grow beyond
adolescence, Maxine revived
her passion for flying — this time
aboard a Cessna 337 that she and
her husband purchased.

“She started flying a lot
when I was in high school,” said
Betty. “One she started flying again, my dad
always had her in airplanes — and they were
always twin engines.”

Betty and Mary both took flying lessons

Classifieds

FOR RENT: Minutes away from
Naval Air Station. 3 bedroom house,
2 baths, large living and large family
room, outdoor patio. Lg fenced back
yard. Includes stove, refrigerator,
washer and dryer. Appx 1800 sg ft,
central heat and air. Walking dis-
tance to area schools Meadowbrook
Elementary, Cullen Middle School
and King High School. $1,200/month
plus $1,200 deposit. 361-728-2986

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom, central air,
fenced yard, near schools, malls. 5
min to NASCC. $1175/mo. 361-992-
o083

FOR SALE: 1 bedroom, 1 bath
apartment on Ocean Drive w/pool
$127,500. Contact Gary at 361-533-1809

FOR SALE: 2 bedroom, 2 bath town-
house on Ocean Drive with a beau-
tiful view of the water and a pool.
Washer and dryer included. $180,000
Contact Gary at 361-533-1809

To0 HAVE YOUR AD INCLUDED IN THIS SECTION, EMAIL
AFRENCH@PLWAVE.COM. THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT
CLASSIFIED ADS IS 5 P.M. THE THURSDAY BEFORE
PUBLICATION. QUESTIONS REGARDING CLASSIFIED ADS
SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO ASHLEY AT 361-746-4341.

Upcoming Community Events
NAMI Family to Family Course

The National Alliance on Mental Illness has formed
an affiliate chapter in Corpus Christi and is
offering its first education and coping skills program
beginning March 5. A NAMI National signature
program, the Family to Family course is taught by
trained family members and is free to families of a
loved one challenged with mental illness. The course
is scheduled for 12 weeks on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to
noon at Bayview Behavioral HealthCare, Wooldridge
Rd. Register quickly at namigreatercorpuschristi@
gmail.com, with name, email, and phone number or
call Jim and Diane Hall at 361-867-1245. Class size is
limited to 20. For more information on NAMI Greater
Corpus Christi, visit
www.namitexas.org/nami-greater-corpus-christi/.

To HAVE YOUR EVENT INCLUDED IN THIS SECTION, EMAIL
AFRENCH@PLWAVE.COM. THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT EVENTS IS
10 A.M. THE FRIDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION. UPCOMING EVENTS ARE
PUBLISHED AS SPACE PERMITS THERE ARE NO GUARANTEES AS TO HOW
MANY TIMES AN EVENT WILL RUN. QUESTIONS REGARDING EVENTS
SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO ASHLEY AT 361-746-4341.

Maxine Edmondson Flournoy, along with daughters Mary
Anne (Guthrie), Betty (Fields) and Helen (Pope). (Photo
by Eric Lobsinger, NASCC Public Affairs Office)

as they enjoyed their mother’s renewed fly-
ing enthusiasm. Although neither ended up
with a license, both said it was a wonderful
opportunity to gain insight on the mother’s
passion.

More than three decades after her service,
in 1977, President Jimmy Carter signed
legislation granting full military status for
the WASPs, and he appointed Maxine to the
World USO board that same year.

In 1984, the members of the WASP pro-
gram were awarded the World War II Victory
Medal, and those who served more than one
year were also awarded the American Theater
Ribbon/American Campaign Medal.

Maxine would go on to serve as the
president of the WASP Association, the Order
of the Fifinella, from 2000 through 2002.

Later, in July 2009, President Barack
Obama signed legislation awarding the
WASP members the Congressional Gold
Medal, the nation’s highest civilian award.
Maxine was among those who traveled to
Washington in March 2010 to receive the
award.

At the time, Flournoy said she did not
realize she was a trailblazer for women’s
rights. But, as she looks back now, she real-
izes what she did was very important.

“We paved the way for all of them (female
pilots),” she said. “We have reunions with
them (today’s female military pilots), and
they come up and thank us for paving the
way for them. I guess we did.”

For future female pilots, she said her
message is a simple one:

“I encourage them to continue,” she said.
“Even if it is really hard ... just go ahead
and do it.”

Professional
Music Instruction

—
Cin
4

Need Music Lessons?

Guitar ® Bass ® Drums ® Piano ® Violin  Voice ¢ Cello

~

® Professional Music Instruction
® Children and Adults of all ages
o University Trained Instructors
© No Contract or Registration Fee
o Gift Certificates Available

MUSICIAN’S ACADEMY

Sunrise Mall Ste. 37C

Lower level SPID entrance between
Planet Fitness and Sears Auto

361-993-3428 « www.MusiciansAcademy.com

We Proudly Support Our Military!

A  Humpal
5% .

k Physical

Therapy

N & Sports

Medicine

ff & Centers

www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

5026 Deepwood Cir. Corpus Christi, Tx 854-2278
2150 W. Wheeler Aransas Pass, Tx 758-5199
114 Lang Rd. Portland, Tx 643-8243
1811 Broadway (aka Fulton Beach Rd.) Rockport, Tx 729-8777
(also located in Calallen & Alice)

WiLLiam A. Trau III, P.C. )

Commander, U.S. Naval Reserve, Ret.

Former U.S. Navy Lawyer

¢ Divorce & Separation

¢ Child Custody & Support
¢ Adoption/Guardianship

¢ Paternity Cases

¢ Wills & Probate

L _ ]
[ |

9708 S.P.I.D., SUITE A-101 * CORPUS CHRISTI
(361) 937-5513 ¢ Toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas
Former President of the Corpus Christi Family Law Association (1999-2000)
Selected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas Monthly
Awarded the Client Distinction Award for 2015 by Martindale-Hubbell

* Military Law

* Auto Accidents

* Personal Injury

* DWI

* Criminal Defense

DISCOVERS
NOVUS
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Bravo Zulu

Olga Pemberton, CNATRA’s
N4 General Business ACQ
specialist, was awarded a
certificate in recognition of
her 25 years of civil service
during an awards ceremony
at CNATRA Headquarters
Feb. 9.

N6

Feb. 9.

News Briefs

Therrell Garner, CNATRA’s

IT specialist, was
awarded a
in recognition of his 15
years of civil service during
an awards ceremony at
CNATRA Headquarters

Deborah Felgenhauer,
CNATRA’s N7 Curriculum
Integration, was awarded a
certificate for being selected
Civilian of the Year during
an awards ceremony at
CNATRA Headquarters Feb.
9.

certificate

MACS Phillip Croshaw recites the Oath of Reenlistment as he signs up for four more years of
service with the Navy Feb. 17 at the Catalina Club. The 18-year veteran will soon be moving
to Coastal Riverine Squadron at Little Creek-Fort Story, Va.(Photo by Eric Lobsinger, NASCC
Public Affairs Office)

Youth Activities Center hosts Spring
Eggstravaganza

Join MWR for the Spring Eggstrava-
ganza on March 26, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,
at the park across the street from the
Youth Activities Center. The free event
includes inflatables, balloon sculptures,
face painting, egg coloring, caricature
artist, egg hunt, golden egg and prizes, and
pictures with the Easter Bunny. Free food
and drinks will be served. Don’t forget
your basket or bag for the egg hunt. For
more information, call the Youth Activities
Center at 961-2355.

Join the Sexual Assault Awareness
Run

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi,
Corpus Christi Army Depot and Marine
Aviation Training Support Group 22 will
host a unit run at the Naval Health Clinic
in support of Sexual Assault Awareness
Month on Friday, April 1. The schedule
of events include: Formation at 6:45
a.m.; proclamation signing and chaplain
addresses joint formation at 7 a.m.; start
time of 7:15 a.m.; event completed by 8
a.m.. The order of the unit formation is:
Army, Marine Corps, Navy and Coast
Guard. Each individual unit will carry its
unit guidon at the front of their individual
formation. Family members and civilians
are invited to participate in the 2.4 mile
run. An alternate 1-mile run/walk course
will be available. For more information
on the Sexual Assault Awareness Run, call
Ruben Ramirez at 961-5464 or email at
ruben.g.ramirez.civ@mail.mil.

Teen employment training available

Base teen employment training op-
portunities are available through “Helping
Teens with Career Development” with
the Youth Activities Center, Bldg. 1756.

The schedule includes: Resume Building
Workshop ,Feb. 17, 6-7 p.m., free, at the
Youth Activities Center; Interview Skills
Workshop, March 2, 6-7 p.m., free, at the
Youth Activities Center; MWR Job Fair,
March 15, 3-7 p.m., free, at the Catalina
Club; American Red Cross First Aid/CPR/
AED Certification, March 16, 9 a.m.-3
p-m., $35, at the Youth Activities Center;
Working with School Age Children, March
25,9 a.m.-3 p.m., free, at the Youth Activi-
ties Center; Money mailers, May 11, 6-7
p.m., free, at the Youth Activities Center.
Pre-Registration is required and space is
limited. For more information, contact the
Youth Activities Center at 961-2355.

Grab your hat and read with the cat

The Library and Resource Center will
celebrate Read Across America Day and
Dr. Seuss’s birthday with a special Dr.
Seuss story time, March 2, 3:30-5 p.m.
at the library, located in Bldg. 1872,
Midway Street. For more information,
call the Library and Resource Center at
961-35742376.

More coffee choices available at
library coffee shop

Need your cup of coffee to get your
day started or to get you through the
day? The Coffee Shop, located inside the
Library & Resource Center, Bldg. 1872
(on the corner of Midway Street and Ocean
Drive), is open to serve a full line of “We
Proudly Brew” Starbucks: Espresso, Latte,
and/or Cappuccino. The shop also offers
tea, including Tazo and Chai. For those
who are hungry, breakfast sandwiches,
muffins, healthy wraps and salads are
available. The Library Coffee Shop is open
Monday-Friday, 6:30 a.m.-2 p.m. For more
information, call the Library Coffee Shop
at 961-0368.

NEX automotive service centers
offer special on tires

NEX Car Care Centers are featuring a
special on tires. From Feb. 24-March 1,
NEX customers will receive no interest
and no payments on any tires priced $299
or more when using a MILITARY STAR®
Card. The MILITARY STAR® Card offers
many benefits, including 10 percent off the
first day’s purchases (up to the customer’s
credit limit), no annual fee, low interest rate
and 24-hour customer service, including
online access. MILITARY STAR® Card
applications are available at any NEX. The
application can be processed the same day
at the NEX customer service desk.

CREDO marriage enrichment retreat
open for April 15-17

Chaplains Religious Enrichment De-
velopment Outreach Southeast will host
a marriage enrichment retreat April 15-17
at Camp Zephyr alongside Lake Corpus
Christi. All expenses are paid. Participants
must provide their own transportation
to and from retreat site. Registration
closes April 1. To register, or for more
information, contact Steven Arndt at
steven.k.arndt.ctr@navy.mil or call 961-
3786 or 961-5011.

Vehicle registration required on base

Base employees and residents are
required to register all vehicles operated
on the installation at the Pass and Tag
Office. Although vehicle decals are no
longer required, base registration is still
required. For more information, contact
Pass and Tag at 961-2376.

Register for upcoming elections
Register now and request your absentee
ballots at FVAP.gov. For those more infor-

mation on registering to vote, visit FVAP.
gov now to complete a registration applica-
tion and request an absentee ballot for the
presidential preference primaries and State
primaries. February: New Hampshire,
South Carolina and South Carolina; March:
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida,
Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Louisiana, Massa-
chusetts, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri,
North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Puerto
Rico, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont and
Virginia. To register and request ballots,
applicants must complete the Federal
Post Card Application using the FPCA
online assistant at fvap.gov/military-voter/
registration-ballots, or fill out the PDF at
fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Forms/fpca2013.
pdf or pick up a hardcopy version from
the unit voting assistance officer. For more
information, visit FVAP.gov or call FVAP
at (703) 588-1584, or (800) 438-VOTE or
email vote@fvap.gov. On NASCC, contact
the unit voting assistance officer or visit the
NASCC voting assistance office, located
near the chaplain’s department on the 5th
deck of NHCCC.

Registration open for Miracle Mile

Registration is open for the Miracle
Mile, April 9, 9 a.m., at the Texas State
Aquarium. The Miracle Mile is a new
aspect to Tour de Cure in the fight against
diabetes. More than 29 million Americans
are living with diabetes today, and 86
million more are estimated to have pre-
diabetes. Children are encouraged to bring
their bikes and helmets to Tour de Cure
(child must be accompanied by an adult
at all times). There, they will enjoy a day
of physical fitness and celebrations of
health and hope for a cure. They will be
gifted with goodies for their participation.
For more information, visit diabetes.org/
coastalbendtour.
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CLAIM YOUR FUTURE WITH SAINT LEO UNIVERSITY

Earn Your Degree

B Bachelor’s and
Master’s Degrees

B Small Classes -
Classroom or Online

B Affordable Quality
Education

B Career Focused
Degree Programs

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED
AT NAS CORPUS CHRISTI

TR
SAINT LEO

UNIVERSITY.

(361) 937-1452
corpuschristi@saintleoedu
saintleo.edu/corpuschristi

Saint Leo University is a non-profit higher education

institution founded in 1889.

Presents:

FEDERAL MANAGERS ASSOCIATION The ] 4th annual

Scramblin’ For Scholarships
To be held: Golf Tournament
Friday, April 15, 2016

at
Palmilla Beach Golf Club
on
Port Aransas, TX ~ Entry
Registration: 7AM-8AM Fee:
Tee-Time: 8 AM $] 25
"ASK US ABOUT Breakfast,
SPONSORING A LYY
" AutoNation Chevrolet
WOUNDED. WARRI()Rvi "f‘ - SPonsoreq
s o Hole ip One Contest
S*pmmsmrs‘hips Ava'ili ble Included with

rei
Format: Scramble Handicap eaistr. ation!

4-Man Team, Form your own Team AutoNation Chevrolet Cadillac

*0One Single Digit Handicap Plaver per Team South (fbrpus Christi

Register by March 17 for a FREE event Polo!

FMA 2016 Scholarship Golf Tourney Registration Form
Name AND shirtsizeitpatysnr | HDCP Phone # and Enal

2iHa
@@
m
@mm@mmm
For more information, contact any FMA board member:
President Treasurer Parliamentarian Trustees:

Marco Garcia Peggy Hatcher Hilda M. Guevara Carla Johnson (1st)
wowlisa6@aol.com pvhatcher@gmail.com Jesnhil1967@grandecom.net carlettatx@yahoo.com

361-442-6828 361-443-4054 361-739-8800 361-774-9742
1st Vice President Sergeant at Arms Historian

Brenda Bartley Linda T. Trevino Rosa Maria Segovia-Luther Mary Ann Hinojosa (2nd)

bkbartley56@yahoo.com LTLOP37@gmail.com rosemarysegovia@stx.rr.com  mariabandital@gmail.com

361-443-0356 361-945-1351 361.215-5225 361-739-8849

2nd Vice President Chaplain Recording Secret
; g Secretary
Mike Creacy Theadore Humphrey Melanie Edwards Lynn Withers (3rd)
mike.creac y@gmail.com Thlhump@hotmail.com melanie.edwards24@yahoo.com Lynnwithers]@gmail.com
361-815-7987 361-563-8723 361-425-7234 361-548-1938
Marke t'ng
Sherman Johns Jose L. (Joe Q) Quintanilla (4th)

Shesman_hnson@hotmai «om[FMA is a 501C org. 51-0211485]  "ofaiiesiateon

619- 602 9710
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" Family Dentistry
Dr. G.S. Fossum, D.D.S. P.C.

dental care in Flour Bluif for the whole family

i 9301 S.P.LD.
' Hours by Appointment
Monday thru Friday

937-5555
Provider B :E @ )

your nevt event!

o - B hower, Wedding shower, Weddin
And the winner is ... Corpus Christi Army Depot earned bragging rights S~ ,:ﬁ!afsi ;ir;nere,l?nnigv:r:ar;;, sﬁﬂﬁ clguh,
as the Intramural Sports Program Champions 2015 for Naval Air Station Corpus Christi. R N gy, == Bunko, Luncheons, Winging, Birthdays,
Capt. Steve Banta, commanding officer, NASCC, and Command Master Chief Jeffery = bae Pharmaceutical events, '
Tidwell, joined Army Col. Billingsley Pogue Ill, commander, CCAD, along with Kresten yre _ B"s"_‘ess AEEIE, P"’se“‘a_"““s' 2 L
Cook, CCAD deputy to the commander, and Sgt. Maj. Steven Odom, as CCAD was - 2 e Private party room seating
presented the Captain’s Cup recently for the unit's demonstrated athletic prowess. On ¢ RS ) 2 up to 40 guests

hand for the award presentation were (listed alphabetically): Ken Ausdemore, Joseph Fe NN gy ° Catering available )
Belt, Marcos Betancourt, Dara Dalton, Mike Gutierrez, Zack Hoffmaster, Robert Janosek, = | ° Custom pastry orders available
Leo Rodriquez, Mykkie Scott, Dave Sullivan, David Sullivan, John Torres, Kass Varner,

Erin Zimmer. (Photo by Kiana Allen, CCAD) _ 14701 S.P.L.D. CC.TX 78418 -
: Drago nﬂy 36] '949‘2224 Follow 'Drcgg Restaurant'

™ An International Experience www.DragonflyCuracaoBlues.com on Facebook

¢
J.2)

) . 1 :
CASA of the Coastal Bend is making an urgent plea for the community to step up , L BN %
and speak up for Children who are victims of abuse and neglect.In 2015 741 children
which equates to about 30 classrooms - right here in our local community found K l] Tll
themselves in foster care. Why should | step up and speak up? Simple these children
are the future of the Coastal Bend and each child deserves a dedicated . .
CASA - Court Appointed Special Advocate who will commit to finding them a safe, TOOth-(_:OIOI'ed fillings - Tooth blfaachmg
permanent and forever home. CASA volunteers get to know the children and speak Crowns, bridges and veneers ¢ Partial Dentures
to everyone involved in the children’s life, including their family members, feachers, Nightguards * Root Canals * Digital X-Rays & Photos
doctors, lawyers, social workers, and others. The information the CASA volunteer
gathers and their recommendations help the court make informed decisions.

For our dental phobics we offer:
Nitrous Oxide Gas * Conscious Sedation (pills)

. . CASA holds 6 trainings a year All the comforts of home including:
Voices For Children call 884-2272 or Visifgour xebsife Blankets and Pillows * Warm Towels * Personal music by Pandora
M www.casaofthecoastalbend.com Now accepting : Metlife * United Concordia * GEHA
o to receive an information packet. Anna C. Ashley, pps, Pa

g Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Next Training Dafes: Schedule your appointment TODAY!
C A S A March 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 8th, 9th, 10th - 9:00P to 1:00P (T,W,TH) 361 991 0102
_ 4 May 17th, 18th, 19th, 24th, 25th, 26th - 5:30P to 9:30P (T W,TH) -
Court Appointed Special Advocates Tuesday-Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm
FOR CHILDREN July 13th, 14th, 15th, 20th, 21st, 22nd - 9:00P to 1:00P (W, TH,F) -
5314 Everhart, Suite A - www.annaashleyddspa.com

Like us on
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PLW MEDIA SOLUTIONS

specializes in marketing strategies to help you reach your target audience.
We help you achieve results by effectively creating brand awareness
that puts you above your competition.

Our services include:

e Social Media Management e Email Newsletters e Press Release
+ _lFa;ebook + Einterest e Blog Management Composition/Distribution
+ Twitter + Fc e Ad Placement in All Media e Public Relations Management

4+ Instagram

e Website Design/Development (Newspaper, Radio, Television, Etc.] e Creative Services

Contact us today for your customized quote!
Reaching your audience while you do what you do best!

Ashley French Kontnier, Marketing Specialist

361-746-4341

ashleydplwmediasolutions.com ¢ www.plwmediasolutions.com




