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Solar Panels to be installed at NAS Whiting Field

First Student to Fly the T-6B Texan II
By Lt. j.g. Michael M. Daharsh
 It was another historic day for Training Squadron 
THREE and Training Wing FIVE as the first student Na-
val aviator to train in the T-6B Texan II took flight at Naval 
Air Station Whiting Field. Student Naval Aviator, Ensign 
Christopher D. Farkas, teamed up with U.S. Marine Corps 
instructor pilot, Capt. Michael Perkins to complete the inau-
gural flight Tues., May 18. 
 “VT-3 has been the first of many in aviation, and 
it’s fitting to have the pleasure of introducing the T-6B to 
training with a Navy student and a Marine instructor by an 
aircraft jointly developed by the Air Force and Navy,” said 
Cmdr. Jody Bridges, VT-3 Commanding Officer.
 The T-6B Texan II is replacing its long time pre-
decessor the T-34C Turbomentor. Training Air Wing FIVE 
anticipates a complete transition at NAS Whiting Field by 

Cmdr. Jody Bridges shakes hands with Ensign Christopher Farkas 
after a safe completion of his first flight in the T6-B Texan II. Far-
kas is the first student military aviator to fly the long awaited T6-B. 
U.S. Navy photo by Lt. j.g. Michael M. Daharsh.                              
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By Lt. j.g. Michael M. Daharsh
 When it comes to find-
ing ways to maximize energy ef-
ficiency, Naval Air Station Whit-
ing Field has made it a point to 
keep doing more. NAS Whiting 
Field’s Public Works Department 
is moving forward on getting the 
most out of the Sunshine State… 
literally. Solar panels are slated 
to be installed on Bldg. 2977 and 
2981 beginning late Jun. of this 
year and completing construction 
in Jun., 2011. This new endeavor 
should allow both building to be 
completely energy self-sufficient 
during peak times when electricity is most expensive.
 “For at least five hours a day, during electricity’s 
peak rate, these building should be producing close to 100 
percent of the energy required to operate,” said Tom Al-

len, Utilities Energy Manager for 
NAS Whiting Field’s Public Work 
Department. 
 The Navy Facilities Engi-
neering Command Southeast has 
been developing the Solar Photo-
voltaic (PV) project to implement 
at 16 bases in the southeast region 
for two years. 
 The concept of solar ener-
gy is by no means a new concept. 
Dating back as far as the 7th cen-
tury individuals used to use glass 
or other reflective surfaces to fo-
cus the sun’s heat to light torches 
or fires. The main leap forward 

to converting solar energy to electricity happened in 1957 
a group of scientist created the first photovoltaic cell in the 
Bell Telephone Laboratories. In 1977 the United States De-
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Solar photovoltaic(PV) panels are to be installed on Bldgs. 
2977 and 2981 late Jun., 2010. Solar PV panels convert sun-
light into electrictiy by converting photons into electrons. 
Stock photo. 
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Navy Freeing Up Aviation Training Pipeline 
- (Cont. on Page 6)

P-8 Simulator Promo Visits NAS Whiting Field

By Wm. Cullen James, Navy Personnel Command Pub-
lic Affairs 
MILLINGTON, Tenn. (NNS) -- In an effort to reduce and 
stabilize the current wait time for training, the Navy is seek-
ing to decrease the number of officers in the Aviation Pre-
flight Indoctrination (API) student pilot pre-load. 
 Reductions to aviation fleet requirements and recent 
material challenges with training aircraft have caused the 
student pilot population to exceed the optimal preload by 
approximately 200 personnel.
 "Typically, time from commissioning to API start 
should be three months. The current delays have increased 
this time to six months," said Capt. Mike White, director, 
Aviation Officer Distribution. 
 To assist in reducing the number of students in the 
pipeline, Navy officials have planned to offer redesignation 
to qualified volunteers.
 "Qualified volunteers from the existing API pool 
will be solicited through June," White said. "Community 
managers and detailers will be available to answer questions 
and make assessments of volunteers' qualifications and af-
finities toward alternative paths. Following an administra-
tive review board, those selected will be removed from train-
ing status and administratively redesignated. If an individual 
is not accepted, for whatever reason, they will continue avia-
tion training."
 Navy officials are also planning to offer delays or 
deferments via internships, graduate education, and other 
temporary additional duty options, prior to moving to Pen-
sacola, Fla.

 "We have been pursuing internship opportunities 
through various agencies in the Washington, D.C. area for 
our U.S. Naval Academy graduates," White said. "In addi-
tion, several newly commissioned officers will go directly 
to Naval Postgraduate School to pursue a graduate de-
gree while graduates from Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(ROTC) units around the country will have the opportunity 
to work locally with their unit or perhaps in recruiting."
 Beginning in December, some Navy ROTC gradu-
ates may be assigned to the Individual Ready Reserve (IRR) 
until their API start date.
 "The length of time spent in the IRR will be depen-
dent on their API class start date," White said. "Nominally, 
this period will be about three to six months."
 For more information about Aviation Officer Distri-
bution, visit www.npc.navy.mil/Officer/Aviation. 

 Driving on the north side of Naval Air Station Whit-
ing Field Tues., May 11 it may have been surprising to see an 
enormous semi truck parked in the overflow parking lot of 
the base auditorium. The surprise was a pleasant one as the 
aeronautical development company, Boeing, sent its promo-
tions truck to give a sneak peek at the newest development 
in Naval Maritime Aviation the P-8A Poseidon. 
 “We go around to Naval bases and a variety of Navy 
functions,” said Bob Schoeffling, Business Development of 
the P-8 for Boeing. “It’s good to put out good public rela-
tions for the P-8. It keeps awareness up.”
 That it does. The large semi truck with Boeing de-
cals and an enormous image of the future aircraft jumps out 
and grabs any passer bys attention. Inside the cargo trailer is 
a full scale cockpit where flight students and instructor pilots 
were able to fly an intricate simulator experience.
 The P-8 Poseidon is projected to replace the P-3 Ori-

A flight student enjoys the realistic experience of flying the soon to be P-8 
Poseidon while receiving instruction from one of the promotion trainer ex-
perts on May 11. The P-8 will be making its appearance in the fleet in 2012.
U.S. Navy photo by Lt. j.g. Michael M. Daharsh

Student’s study hard in Aviation Maintenence Officer School at Naval 
Air Station Whiting Field. This is just one of the many training op-
tions available to students prior to begining Aviation Preflight Indoc-
trination. U.S. Navy Photo



News and Notes
Red Cross Classes - Lifeguard training will be held at 
NAS  Whiting Field, May 29 - Jun. 6, Sat. and Sun. only. 
(Class will be on May 29, May 30, Jun. 5, and Jun. 6).  Mo-
rale Welfare and Recreation department is also still regis-
tering for Red Cross Swim Lessons. For more information, 
please call Kelsey at 623-7032. 
Big Band Music - Milton High School will host the Drum 
Corps International Drum and Bugle Corps show, Thurs., Jul. 
29.  The show is titled Sounds of the South.  There will be 
seven drum and bugle corps at this event and the DCI corps 
are the elite of the elite when it comes to marching bands.  
For more information visit: http://www.mhsbandboosters.
info/index.php?menu=event4 or http://www.tealsound.org/
drumbuglecorps/events/soundsofthesouth/. Tickets are $20 
for the Super Section and $15 for General Admission.  There 
is also a $5 Military discount with ID at the gates.  For ad-
ditional information, please call 207-8206.
Embry Riddle Registration for Summer Term - Em-
bry Riddle Aeronautical University is now registering for the 
Summer Term through May 31 on Mondays and Wednes-
days 9:00-4:00 in building 1417, room 633 on board NAS 
Whiting Field.  New Student Orientation will be held Sat-
urday May 29, 8:30-12:00 in Bldg. 634, Suite 033 on board 
NAS Pensacola.  Everyone is encouraged to register early.   
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University’s Pensacola Campus 
offers certificate programs, associate and bachelors degree 
programs with various specializations in Professional Aero-
nautics and Technical Management and the Master of Aero-
nautical Science degree.  Email pensacola.center@erau.edu, 
visit www.embryriddle.edu/pensacola or call 458-1098 for 
more information.  
Swimming Pool Open - The Training Pool is now open 
for lap swimming.  Hours of Operation are from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Mon.- Fri.
Troy University is Back - Troy University now has a 
new student services specialist for Naval Air Station whiting 
Field.  Christi Berrey will be the contact person for their of-
fice located in the Atrium building near Embry Riddle Aero-
nautical University and ITT. Office hours have been changed 
to better assist students needs: Mon. - Fri. from 9am to 3pm. 

She will be available to answer questions about degree pro-
grams and how to get started with Troy as well as schedule 
appointments for students to meet with Sandra, the local aca-
demic advisor. Please feel free to stop by, or call 850-458-
4736 with any questions or concerns.
Evenings at Olde Seville Square – 7 to 9 p.m. Thurs., 27 
May. Pensacola’s outdoor concert series returns for its 23rd 
season of music under the stars. The 2010 series features 
14 concerts, satisfying musical tastes from big band to jazz 
to reggae. The Pensacola Civic Band will feature several 
soloists in a concert titled “Celebrating Jazz-America’s Art 
Form.” The event will be held at the Seville Square, down-
town Pensacola for FREE. For more information visit, www.
pensacolaheritage.com.
‘Pirates of Pensacola’ Trolley Tours - 6:30 to 8p.m. Fri.
days through Jun. 18. The Red Trolley sets sail every week-
end on the seas of adventure. Along the way, passengers 
will face rival pirates, find clues, and learn the Secrets of 
the Seven Seas. During the voyage, you’ll learn how to tie a 
pirate bandana and wear an eye patch and a hook. Take your 
pirate gear along and arrive early to get a tattoo applied by a 
pirate lass. Tickets: $20; $5 for ages 9 and younger. Visitor 
Information Center, 1401 E. Gregory St., 850) 435-0914, or 
visit www.piratetrolley.com. 
Bands on the Beach: Letric Mullet – 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Tues., Jun. 8, at the Gulfside Pavilion on Pensacola Beach. 
Feel the beach breeze while listening to 1960s and 70s rock 
from Lektric Mullet. Spectators should take lawn chairs or 
blankets. Pets are not allowed, and glass is prohibited. The 
free weekly concert series, presented by the Santa Rosa Is-
land Authority, continues through Sept.. Details: 932-2257.
Memorial Day observance at Fort Pickens - 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Mon., May 31 at Fort Pickens. Gulf Islands National 
Seashore will present several events in honor of Memori-
al Day: living history encampment from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
uniformed re-enactors will conduct period “colors” and 
“retreat” ceremonies at 9 a.m., noon and 5 p.m.; company 
drill demonstrations at 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.; ranger-led 
tours of Fort Pickens at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.; and a moment 
of silence will be observed at 3 p.m. The programs are free; 
however there is an $8 entrance fee to the fort area. Details: 
934-2600, or visit www.nps.gov/guis
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Mike Pattison, Environmental Manager of Naval 
Air Station Whiting Field’s Public Work department 
speaks to children from Central Elementary School 
about recycling Thurs., May 20. 40 kids enjoyed NAS 
Whiting Field’s nature trail and the hands on educa-
tion about various ecological zones, insects, snakes, 
recycling, and forest fire prevention. The event was a 
conglomerate effort between NAS Whiting Field and 
Santa Rosa County Extension Services-4H.
U.S. Navy Photo by Lt. j.g. Michael M. Daharsh



Fleet and Family Support Center Classes
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May 27, 1100 - Asian Pacific Heritage Luncheon - Auditorium
May 28, 0730 - Military Aprreciation Breakfast- Wings Club
May 31 - Memorial Day
May 31, 1100 - Milton Memorial Day Event - Veteran’s Park

Jun. 4, 1230 - Winging Ceremony - Base Auditorium
Jun. 11, 1300 - VT-3 Change of Command - Atrium
Jun. 16, 1500 - Yard of the Month Award- Whiting Pines
Jun. 18, 1230 - Winging Ceremony- Base Auditorium

Upcoming Events

 The Fleet & Family Support Center will a host a “Homeowner’s Financial Disaster Preparedness Insur-
ance Seminar” on 23 June 2010 from 1030-1200 at the Base Auditorium.  This seminar will better prepare you for 
the upcoming hurricane season. 

 Mr. Arthur Youngblood, of the Department of Financial Services (http://www.myfloridacfo.com/) will fa-
cilitate the brief and will discuss flood insurance, hurricane deductibles and other property insurance coverage’s a 
consumer might need in order to recover after a disaster. The discussion will also include information concerning 
homeowners, renters, and landlord policies.  

 Forecasters predict there will be 15 named storms, 8 hurricanes and 4 major hurricanes this season which 
starts June 1st and ends November 30th.  They predict 69% chance of a major hurricane hitting a US coastline, 
a 45% chance that a major hurricane will hit the East Coast including Peninsula Florida and a 44% chance that a 
major hurricane hits the Gulf Coast from Panhandle Florida to Brownsville Texas.

 Please call Eugene Jackson, of the Fleet & Family Support Center at the number listed below for more 
information on this seminar.

President Signs Bill to Improve Fuel Efficency Standards
WASHINGTON D.C. - President Obama signed a Presiden-
tial Memorandum on fuel efficiency standards, an initiative that 
will build on his goal to move towards improved fuel economy 
for vehicles. The signing comes a year after he made a historic 
agreement to break America’s dependence on foreign oil and 
create clean energy jobs.
 The President explained that one year later, we are al-
ready beginning to see the results of that goal. The Presiden-
tial Memorandum signed today will take another step forward 
by proposing the development of a national standard for larger 
heavy-duty trucks. The Memorandum directs the Department of 
Transportation and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
to create a first-ever National Policy to increase fuel efficien-
cy and decrease greenhouse gas pollution from medium- and 
heavy-duty trucks for Model Years 2014-2018.  Trucks con-
sume more than two million barrels of ail every day and emit 
20% of all transportation related greenhouse gas pollution, and 
the new standard is expected to bring down costs for transport-
ing goods while reducing pollution and spurring growth in the 
clean energy sector.
 The President explained that this is a matter of global 
importance:
 “We know how important that is.  We know that our 
dependence on foreign oil endangers our security and our econ-
omy.  We know that climate change poses a threat to our way 
of life -– in fact we’re already seeing some of the profound and 
costly impacts.  And the disaster in the Gulf only underscores 
that even as we pursue domestic production to reduce our reli-

ance on imported oil, our long-term security depends on the de-
velopment of alternative sources of fuel and new transportation 
technologies.
 But we also know that our economic future depends 
on our leadership in the industries of the future.  Around the 
globe, countries are seeking an advantage in the global market-
place by investing in new ways of producing and saving energy.  
From China to Germany, these countries recognize that the na-
tion that leads in the clean energy economy will lead the global 
economy.  And I want America to be that nation.”  

President Barack Obama delivers remarks in the Rose Garden of 
the White House before signing a Presidential Memorandum out-
lining the next steps in his vision for cleaner, more efficient vehicles, 
May 21, 2010. (Official White House Photo by Pete Souza)
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T6-B Student
 - (Cont. from Page 1)
2015. Developed jointly by the Air Force and Navy, the ad-
vanced training aircraft provides increased training capabili-
ties similar to that of modern fleet aircraft. 
 “It has been a long time vision to have a joint train-
ing aircraft,” said Lt. Col. Kent Hobson, VT-3 Executive Of-
ficer. “To finally have it is a good thing.”
 Three weeks previous to Tuesday’s flight Farkas be-
gan ground school for the T-6B with 13 of his peers. The 
class was composed of Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and 
Coast Guard students. However, as the morning dawned and 
the flight line came to life it was Farkas who would be the 
first student to fly the next generation of Naval aviation’s 
training aircraft.
 “It was unlike anything I’ve experienced,” Farkas 
gleamed. “To begin take off and feel the power of the air-
craft, to lift off the ground for the first time and experience 
how nimble and dynamic it is… It’s incredible.”
 The 2009 Naval Academy graduate has known his 
goal for a long time. When he was four his parents took him 
to an air show, and from that moment he has wanted to fly. 
Farkas majored in Aeronautical Engineering and has hopes 
to one day fly the F/A-18 Hornet.

 ‘I realize there is always going to be another step to 
take. On one hand it’s very humbling to have the honor of 
being the first but it was really just right time and right place. 
On one hand it’s just my first flight. I’m here for the Wing 
of Gold,” he said. “It’s just amazing. Right time, right place, 
right day, I really lucked out.”

Ensign Christopher Farkas taxis to the runway early morning on 
May 18, just seconds before he took to the air as the first student 
to train in the T6-B Texan II. Training Air Wing FIVE at Naval Air 
Station Whiting Field is anticipating a complete transition from the T-
34C Turbomentor by 2015.  U.S. photo by Lt. j.g. Michael M. Daharsh

BASE AUDITORIUM

MAY 27TH
1100 -  1300

GUEST SPEAKER
DR. M. LAL GOEL

PROVIDED BY FCPOA
COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH

Lt. j.g. John W. Gibson shakes hand with Capt. 
James Vandiver, Commander, Training Air Wing 
FIVE after being presented with a Bible with the 
U.S. Navy seal and his name engraved on the cover, 
May 13. Gibson was commissioned moments ear-
lier by Lt. Cmdr. Raymond Summerlin, Chaplain, 
NAS Whiting Field.
U.S. Navy photo by Lt. j.g. Michael M. Daharsh
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Solar Panels
- (Cont. from Page 1)

partment of Energy launched the Solar Energy Research In-
stitute. 
 Recently the focus on solar energy has become more 
popular and widely accepted. According to U.S. Energy In-
formation Administration shipments of solar photovoltaic 
cells and modules from manufacturers to distributers has in-
creased from 21,201 in 1999 to 1,395,376 in 2008. 
 “In terms of ‘Big Navy’, they are always looking 
into new ways to implement energy conservation through 
wind, solar, biomass, and geothermal,” Allen said. “It de-
pends on the region. Out west, solar and wind power are 
huge. In our area the possibilities are viable, but not opti-
mum. However, we can still take advantage of what is avail-
able.”
 The plans have already been put into motion. In 
Jun., 2009 Atlantic Contingency Contractors and the Eaton 
Corporation began a series of surveys and inspections on 
both the roof tops. Over the past year these companies have 
been coordinating with NAS Whiting Field and NAVFAC 
Southeast to develop the basic designs for implementing the 
solar photovoltaic system. Currently, with the plans in hand, 
NAS Whiting Field is ready for a final approval and eager to 
get construction started. 

on sometime in 2013. The new platform offers a variety of 
benefits not available on the P-3. Glass cockpits, dual cock-
pit displays, and an increased operational range of 5,000 
nautical miles are just a few of the anticipated benefits. Ad-
ditionally, 70 percent of the P-8 has established corporate 
roots since much of the P-8 is essentially a 737. This will 
make it easier to acquire parts for the aircraft if something 
breaks, unlike the P-3 which is in a class of its own. While 
the initial operational capability is expected in 2013, the first 
Naval pilots will be learning to fly it as early as 2012 in Jack-
sonville, Fl. 
 After students complete their primary training they 
submit a request as to which aviation platform they wish to 
fly. The Navy student pilots can select helicopters, jet, or 
maritime aviation. Depending on grades, slot availability, 
and the needs of the navy these students will be sent to their 
next duty station to complete their next advanced phase of 
training. This is a hard decision for a student to make, since 
before this moment they’ve only been exposed to Naval avi-
ation for an average of one year and this choice will affect 
the remainder of their career. By bringing a simulator dis-
plays to NAS Whiting Field it allows the students to receive 
greater exposure to the choices available. 
 “We want to make student naval aviators aware of 
what is available in the near future in the fleet,” Schoeffling 
said. “The P-3 is a good lady, but it’s an old lady. The P-8 is 
the world’s most advanced maritime aircraft.”

TRICARE Notes
NEW WEB PAGE GUIDES TRICARE BENEFICIA-

RIES TO BEHAVIORAL HEALTH RESOURCES

 A new web page for TRICARE beneficia-
ries takes the brainwork out of seeking help. May 
is Mental Health Month, and at www.tricare.mil/
mentalhealth, TRICARE is committed to provid-
ing beneficiaries with the most current informa-
tion about available behavioral health resources.
 The web page supports two DoD initiatives: 
promoting awareness about post-traumatic stress 
disorder treatment, and assisting returning ser-
vice members by providing expanded counseling 
services. It also provides information for family 
members dealing with deployment stress, moves 
and separation situations.  

P-8 Simulator
- (Cont. from Page 2)

 Instead of using plastic, store your food in glass or 
porcelain containers. Fewer chemicals will likely leach from 
the container into the food. Chemicals that transfer from 
plastic to food and from food to body may cause health risks.

 Run full loads in your dishwasher and save energy, 
and don’t pre-rinse your dishes before putting them in. Do 
both and you’ll save up to 20 gallons of water per dish load, or 
7,300 gallons over a year. That’s as much water as the average 
person drinks in a lifetime. Additionally, if you need to wash 
you hands, turn off the tap while you scrub.

 Dust your light bulbs and change them-to compact-
fluorescent-only when they burn out. You’ll increase energy 
efficiency and light output, and because electricity production 
generates pollution, you’ll also help promote cleaner air. If 
every American home changed out just five regular light fix-
tures or the bulbs in them with more energy-efficient compact 
fluorescent ones, we’d keep more than one trillion pounds 
of green house gases out of the air-equal to the emissions 
of eight million cars. That’s $6 billion in energy savings for 
Americans.
 The following tips are from THE GREEN BOOK, by 
Elizabeth Rogers and Thomas Kostigen
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Congrats TRAWING-5 Wingers and Scholars

First row: Cmdr. Matthew Frost, USN; Lt. j.g. Abel Marten, USN; Lt. j.g. Melvin Giddin Sr., USN; 1st Lt. Ryan Iannelli, USMC; Ensign 
Bethany Harrison, USN; Ensign Jason Sutton, USN; Ensign Brock Magnino, USN; Ensign Thomas Viger, USN.
Second row: Lt. Col. Shawn Coakley, USMC; 1st Lt. Dylan Farmer, USMC; 1st Lt. Nicholas Lewis, USMC; 1st Lt. Justin Brown, USMC; 
Ensign Angela Nakkula, USN; Lt j.g. Matthew Krueger, USCG; Ensign Michael Glavan, USN; Ensign Luigi Griffoni, ITNAVY; Capt. James 
Vandiver, USN.
Third Row: Cmdr. Hans Sholley, USN; Lt. j.g. Michael Deal, USCG; 1st Lt. Christopher Ludlum, USMC; Ensign Alexander Campbell, USN; 
Lt j.g. Kevin Dohnal, USN; Lt. j.g. Dama Frye, USN; 1st Lt. Dana Howe, USMC; Cmdr. Michael Ryan, USN.

Above the Academic awardees for the ceremony on May 14.  Standing from left to right: ENS Jamie E. Mills, USN; LTJG 
Eric K. McBee, USN; 2NDLT Michael L. Stinson, USAF; LTJG Clinton D. Lemasters, USCG; 2NDLT Christopher R. 
Corbeille, USMC; 2NDLT Joel M. Katz, USMC; 2NDLT Matthew T. Riley, USMC


