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SUPPLIES 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan -  Marines  with the Marine 

Medium Helicopter  Squadron 265 (HMM-265),  Marine Aircraf t  Group 

36,  1 s t  Marine Air  Wing,  I I I  Marine  Expedi t ionary,  del ivered 

humanitar ian rel ief  suppl ies  on Mar.17-18 to  res idents  in  Northern 

Japan in  support  of  Operat ion Tomodachi .   

 Two cargo hel icopters ,  CH-46E Sea Knights ,  carr ied two crews 

consis t ing of  four  Marines  and 4,000 pounds of  Meals ,  Ready-to-Eat  

(MREs) packages to  Camp Sendai  in  an  effor t  to  supply the base with a  

temporary food supply.  

 After  complet ing the ini t ia l  miss ion,  the  two crews landed in  a  

local  a i r f ie ld  to  refuel  their  ai rcraf t  before  re turning to  Naval  Air  

Faci l i ty  Atsugi  but  there  would be no return for  e i ther  crew that  night .   

 During the refuel ing process ,  the weather  turned and i t  began to   
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snow. 

 “The CH-46 is  a  near  a l l -weather  a i rcraf t ,”  said Lt .  Col .   

Damien Marsh,  commanding off icer  of  the HMM-265.  “We don’t  have 

the abi l i ty  to  f ly  direct ly  into icing.  I f  we get  into  ic ing condi t ions ,  

then we’re  to  land as  soon as  possible .  Yesterday,  what  happened is ,  

a l though we had the abi l i ty  to  launch,  the ai r f ie ld  went  below the 

air f ie ld  personnel  minimums and they would not  le t  us  launch.”  

 As a  resul t  the  e ight  Marines  were forced to  s tay in  the gym of  

the a i r  base.   

 “For  our  crews and for  our  a ircraf t ,  yes  i t  i s  very common,” 

Marsh cont inued.  “There are  t imes you may not  come home at  night  and 

you go forward,  you spend the night  forward,  in  order  to  bet ter  help the 

people  you’re  serving and i t ’s  just  a  safer  way of  doing business .”    

 By the next  morning the skies  had cleared,  the snow had set t led,  

and the two crews were assigned a  new task to  f ind and del iver  suppl ies  

to  a  remote group of  Japanese nat ionals  who had been isolated s ince the 

day of  the ear thquake.   

 The Marines  didn’t  fa l ter  a t  the  task.   

 “We pushed and pushed and actual ly got  tasking l ike  we wanted  
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to  so we could help out  with the Japanese people  l ike we real ly  wanted 

to .”  Said Cpl .  Ray Kil l inger ,  a  crew chief  for  the HMM-265.  “We 

picked up some suppl ies  f rom the [ai rcraf t  carr ier]  Ronald Reagan.  We 

launched from there  and actual ly  found a  zone of  people  who hadn’t  

eaten and we were able  to  ass is t  those people  and make sure  they had 

food and suppl ies  to  survive.”  

 The f i rs t  crew landed and began to  unload.  The Japanese locals  

poured out  of  the school ,  in  which they had been l iving,  helped the 

Marines  unload their  cargo.   

 However  when the second aircraf t  landed,  the Japanese had a  

different  react ion to  them. 

 Instead of  accept ing the second cargo worth of  food,  the locals  

insis ted that  the food be taken somewhere e lse  where others  t ruly  

needed i t .  

 “The way the Japanese cul ture  is  not  give give give,”  said Sgt .  

James Ryan,  crew chief  for  the HMM-265 as  he gestured to  himself .  He 

explained that  the  Japanese cul ture  was broader  than their  immediate  

selves .  “Everybody needs help and they want  to  make sure  that  

everyone’s  get t ing the same amount ,”  he said.  “Because there’s  no 

reason why you should have a  s tockpi le  in  one place and absolutely 

none in  the other .  That’s  their  cul ture ,  that  i t ’s  just  bet ter  for  the  
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greater  good than one people .  Seeing the amount  of  order  and discipl ine 

that  they had is  remarkable .”  

 The second cargo was dropped off ,  however ,  and the two crews 

of  Marines  began their  long f l ight  home,  ending a  two day mission 

which s tar ted out  being a  one day mission.  

 Marsh also s ta ted how proud he was of  the Marines  and Sai lors  

in  the squadron and their  a t t i tude and their  absolute  motivat ion to  go 

out  and help those that  are  in  need of  their  help r ight  now. He went  on 

to  say “I  s tand in  awe of  the at t i tude and the resi l ience of  the Japanese 

people .”  
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