
 
 

 
 

VFW member s tar ts  f ree  taxi  service  on base 
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NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan – Joe Mort imer  with  the Fleet  

and Family Support  Center  a t  Naval  Air  Faci l i ty  (NAF) Atsugi  wears  

many hats .   

 One hat  he wears  is  the Distr ic t  Commander  for  the Veterans of  

Foreign Wars  (VFW) of  the United States  for  Distr ic t  2 ,  Mainland,  

Japan,  Department  of  Pacif ic  Areas,  and a  member of  the VFW Post  

9612 in  Camp Zama servicing both the immediate  areas  of  Camp Zama 

and Atsugi .  

 Recent ly  he’s  a lso added another  hat  .  .  .  taxi  dr iver .  

 “I  saw a need with a l l  the  Marines  that  are  here  to  do something 

for  them because they’re  a l l  jus t  walking around.”  said  Mort imer .  

“They don’t  have cars .  I t ’s  not  l ike the other  folks  who l ive and work 

on base.  So ini t ia l ly  when I  s tar ted a l l  th is ,  i t  was to  provide a  service 

for  these guys.”   



 
 

 
 

 This  wasn’t  the only reason why the Pennsylvania  nat ive fe l t  he  

had to  act .   

 Mort imer  spent  22 years  of  act ive duty in  the Navy before  

re t i r ing as  a  Master-at-Arms Chief  Pet ty  Officer .  

 “Being a  re t i red Navy chief ,  I  got ta  do something about  

something,”  said  Mort imer .  

 Every af ternoon,  once he f inishes  work,  Mort imer  goes out  to  

his  car  to  don on his  VFW uniform,  place s igns and f lags  on his  car ,  

and proceeds to  act ively search for  those in  uniform who may need a  

r ide,  mainly Marines .  

 Some accept  a  r ide  f rom the VFW member.  Some turn him 

down,  preferr ing to  walk.  Some days are  s low and some days are  

extremely busy.   

 In  the f i rs t  month s ince Mort imer f i rs t  s tar ted his  taxi  service,  

he has  picked up 288 people ,  has  dr iven 63 hours  and 716 ki lometers  

(444 miles) .   

 “I  don’t  real ly  have a  date  of  when I’m going to  end this ,”  

Mort imer  said.  “However ,  I ’ l l  jus t  keep pluggin’  a long.  Support in’  the 

guys who are  support ing Operat ion Tomodachi .”  

 Mort imer’s  f ree  taxi  service  for  the  Marines  and those in  

uniform usual ly  runs f rom 5 p.m.  to  7  p .m.  on weekdays.  I t  i s  not  an 

off-base taxi .  
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