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SPONSORSHIP 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan – Being a  chi ld  in  the mil i tary 

can be int imidat ing at  t imes.  There’s  a lways a  new town,  new home,  a  

new school ,  and new fr iends.  But  youth at  Naval  Air  Faci l i ty  (NAF) 

Atsugi  are  t rying to  change that  through the local  Youth Sponsorship 

Program. 

  The Youth Sponsorship Program is  a  program where youths  are  

given the opportuni ty  to  sponsor  other  youths  their  age who are  new to 

NAF Atsugi .  

 “To me,  i t ’s  about  helping people  and te l l ing them what  to  do 

and not  to do,”  said 10-year-old Shannon Wil l iams,  daughter  of  

Aviat ion Maintenance Adminis t ra t ionman 1st  Class  Tanya Wil l iams.  

“Sharing with them what’s  going on around Atsugi  and te l l ing them 

what  schools  to  go to  and what  s tores  they can go to .”   



 The program incorporates  chi ldren ranging in  ages  of  10 to  18 

years  old who are  ass igned incoming youths  of  their  own age and 

gender .  

 There are  two meet ings held twice a  month at  the  NAF Atsugi  

Teen Center .  The f i rs t  meet ing is  for  the sponsors  to  plan the month’s  

major  act ivi ty .  The second meet ing is  the  actual  big  act ivi ty  for  a l l  the  

kids  to  get  together  and meet  new fr iends.  

 “We do par t ies  and invi te  kids  that  are  new to our  base so they 

can meet  other  sponsors  and other  kids we invi te  who are  a lso new just  

l ike  them,” said  Da’Yon Brower,  s tudent  a t  Shir ley Lanham Elementary 

School  and daughter  of  Master-at-Arms Chief  Nathaniel  Brower.  “Kids 

who have been here  before ,  we ask them if  they’d l ike to  be youth 

sponsors  and sponsor  [other]  kids .”  

 The youth sponsorship program has been a  concept  in  motion for  

over  a  year  now, overseen by School  Liaison Off icer ,  Rheamia Burns  

and El l is  Ward,  program assis tant  for  the Teen Center .   

 “We try  to  have this  to  where the kids  run the program and not  

us ,”  said Ward.  “I  can make programs,  schedule  t r ips ,  calendars ,  and 

everything else .   But  as  far  as  this  sponsorship program, we want  i t  to  

be dr iven more by the kids  themselves .  We’re  kind of  just  here  as  

guides  and [we]  jus t  le t  them start  the  program and run i t  and hopeful ly  

bui ld  i t  to make i t  bet ter .”  



 To enrol l  your  chi ld  in  the Youth Sponsorship Program, vis i t  

the  teen center  or  cal l  264-6381.  
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