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STORYTELLING 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan – “Where are  my tap dancers?  

Why aren’t  my tap dancers  s tage r ight?” cal ls  Jess ica  Griff i th ,  a  25 

year  old dance instructor  f rom Cumber land,  Maryland from across  the 

s tage at  Cinema 77.  

 Immediately ,  three laughing chi ldren launch themselves  f rom 

behind the red velvet  cur ta ins  s tage lef t  to  s tage r ight  just  before  their  

number  begins .  

 I t ’s  the  las t  pract ice  before the af ternoon dance reci ta l  and 

everyone is  on edge making sure  everything is  in  place for  the show. 

 But  Griff i th ,  fondly known as  Ms.  Jessica  to  her  s tudents  and 

their  parents ,  pushes forward.  This  reci ta l  is  nothing new to her .  She’s  

been teaching the chi ldren at  Naval  Air  Faci l i ty  (NAF) Atsugi  for  seven 

months and dancing s ince she was three.  



 “I  real ly  love working with kids  and I  a lways looked up to  my 

dance teachers ,”  said Griff i th .  “They were my greatest  role  models .   So 

when I  was told that  they needed a  dance teacher  on the base,  I  ran in 

and was l ike ‘Oh,  please le t  me do i t’ .  I  jus t  love working with  the 

kids .”   

 When i t  comes to  teaching very young chi ldren,  Ms.  Jessica  is  

very f lexible .  

 Besides  teaching the chi ldren technique and vocabulary,  the 25-

year-old a l lows her  s tudents  to  add to  the choreography so that  they 

may include their  own creat ivi ty  in  the rout ine and also remember the 

s teps  bet ter .  

 “She enjoys her  c lasses ,”  Kiki  Cordrey said of  her  daughter ,  

Mai  Le.  “She says that  they’re  so much fun.  She wanted to  take more 

classes  but  there  are  only so many days in  the week.”  

 Usual ly ,  the dance instructor  manages 15 classes which average 

anywhere from two to  10 s tudents  each.   Her  youngest  is  2  years  old 

and Ms.  Jess ica  a lso instructs  an adul t  c lass .  

 “What  she has  that  other  teachers  do not  have is  she wants  her  

s tudents  to  have fun,”  said Cordrey.  

 Perfect ion is  not  the goal  of  Ms.  Jessica’s  dance class  however .  

I t ’s  more about  the enjoyment  of  the chi ldren.  

 “A lot  of  them are  more confident  now,” said  Griff i th .  “At  f i rs t  

they wouldn’t  come up on s tage in  the l i t t le  theater  where we pract ice .  



Especial ly  the younger  ones.  Now they’re  up there  just  gr inning and 

just  having a  good t ime.  And i f  they forget  a  s tep,  that’s  okay because 

they’re  up there  and they’re  showing off  and having fun.”  

 For  more information,  please contact  the central  regis t ra t ion 

off ice  a t  the Chi ld  Development  Center  a t  264-3588.   
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