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STORYTELLING 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan – On the west  s ide of  the 

f l ight  l ine af ter  passing by large,  more prominent  bui ldings,  s i ts  a  

smal ler  s t ructure .  I t ’s  quiet  around this  small  bui lding which holds  

approximately three off ices .   

 Just  outs ide of  this  bui lding is  a  piping system that  runs not  

only above ground,  but  below ground as  wel l ,  d is t r ibut ing fuel  f rom 

tanks buried underground to  t rucks wai t ing to  del iver  fuel  to  other  

vehicles  and aircraf t  around the base.   

 This  bui lding is  the  admin off ice  for  the fuel  farm at  Naval  Air  

Faci l i ty  (NAF) Atsugi ,  and as  small  and obscured as  this  bui lding is ,  

the  base would not  be able  to  perform a lot  of  i ts  major  funct ions 

without  them.  

 “We handle  a l l  the  refuel ing for  al l  the  a i rcraf t  that  are  here  a t  

NAF Atsugi  and also al l  o ld  government  vehicles  that  are  ass igned 

here ,”  said Aviat ion Boatswain’s  Mate Fuel  Senior  Chief  Rammil  

Embile ,  leading chief  pet ty  off icer  of  the fuel  farm.  “This  includes any 



ground support  vehicles  that  are  used by aircraf ts ,  which are  normally 

handled by AIMD (Aircraf t  Intermediate  Maintenance Department)  and 

other  squadrons here .”  

 The job of  maintain and dis t r ibut ion of  fuels  seems s imple  in  

concept .  However ,  dis t r ibut ing fuel  is  just  as  dangerous as  any other  

job in  the Navy.  Prevent ion of  leaks and explosions are  a lways a  

precaut ion that  is  taken into  account .  

 “When you hook up the nozzle  to  the a i rcraf ts  out  there  on the 

f l ight  l ine,  make sure  you ground i t  properly ,”  said Embile .  “You 

fol low safety procedures  [and]  you make sure  you have f i re  f ight ing 

equipment  in  place before  you actual ly s tar t  refuel ing the ai rcraf ts ,”   

 Aircraf ts  f rom not  only Carr ier  Air  Wing FIVE (CVW-5) benefi t  

f rom the fuel  farm,  but  any t ransient  a i rcraf t  that  passes  through NAF 

Atsugi  as  wel l .   

 During Operat ion Tomodachi ,  not  only did those working at  the 

fuel  farm have to  work around mil i tary a i rcraf ts ,  but  they also faced a  

new chal lenge of  having to  re fuel  commercial  a i rcraf t .  

 “I t  doesn’t  real ly  mat ter  who’s  the  customer,”  said  Aviat ion 

Boatswain’s  Mate Fuel  2nd Class  Wil l iam Ful ton.  “That’s  what  we do.  

We just  provide them with everything they need.”  

 For  more information please contact  the  fuel  farm admin off ice  

a t  264-3907.   
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