Bon Odori and American Festival unite two nations for celebration

Mass Communications Specialist 2nd Justin Smelley

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI- On August 20, the sounds of Taiko beats and
American ldols could be heard at Naval Air facility (NAF) Atsugi. The combination of
the two totally different music styles coming from the same location may confuse people
not participating in the celebration of the American Festival and the Bon Odori Festival.

The open base event kicked off with the American Festival which hosted a hand full
of bands, Muay Thai exhibition, Nathan’s world famous hot dog eating contest and
American Idols.

Obstacles are always part of hosting big events such as the Moral, Welfare and
Recreation (MWR) sponsored American Festival.

“There’s always the challenges of trying to make sure the entertainment line up goes
smoothly and is exactly what everybody’s hoping for and expecting,” said Tami Meier,
publicist for NAF Atsugi MWR Marketing. “The hot dog eaters were again a big hit, we
moved them to the main stage this year which we were concerned about with the
American Idols following immediately but I think it worked out and everybody enjoyed
both shows and it all came off smoothly.”

The second part of the day consisted of the traditional Bon Odori Festival where
10,000 guests watched the dancers perform traditional dances on stage and Taiko
drummers playing traditional music.

The mixture of the two festivals helps bring the different countries together in the

same place to learn about each others customs.



“l think that it’s a great example of intertwining two cultures together,” said Meier.
“They are coming from off base and experiencing our food and our culture and at the
same time their letting us experience they’re culture with Bon Odori and teaching us their
dances and what it’s like to be at a real Japanese festival.”

“This is a great opportunity for the base people to understand what Bon Odori means
and interact with local community especially since it’s a Japanese traditional event,” said
Sumie Maruyama, community relations specialist for NAF Atsugi Host Nations Relations
Office.

NAF Atsugi’s Bon Odori festival includes more than just Japanese national dancers
and Taiko drummers, the members of the base also join in the festivities and get engulfed
into the culture.

Maruyama assisted 67 dancers that consisted of spouses around the base and said that
she enjoyed watching them dance with big smiles and confidence as they performed at
the festival.

“| really enjoyed learning the traditional dances and then dancing along with the
people we invited from off base and experiencing it with our Japanese friends,” said
Meier.

With another successful festival completed, NAF Atsugi hopes to continue to bring
the two communities together to enjoy each other’s traditions.
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