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FESTIVAL 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan – Service members  and their  

famil ies  enjoyed the warm weather  by at tending Naval  Air  Faci l i ty  

(NAF) Atsugi’s  Spring Fest ival  on Apr.  28.  

 Previously known as  the Cherry Blossom Fest ival ,  the  Spring 

Fest ival  presented some of  the best  enter ta inment  through games,  l ive  

bands and aer ia l  demonstrat ions.  There was also an opportuni ty  for  

vis i tors  and guests  to  meet  and speak to  members  of  the Carr ier  Air  

Wing (CVW) 5 squadrons.  

 “I’d say the qual i ty  of  enter ta inment  that  we get  now is  a  l i t t le  

bi t  bet ter ,”  sa id  Paul  Perry,  the  enter tainment  coordinator  for  Morale,  

Welfare ,  and Recreat ion (MWR).  “Over  the years ,  we’ve s tepped i t  up 

and we’ve done pret ty  wel l  with get t ing real ly  good,  local  

enter ta inment  for  the Spring Fest ival .”  



 Japanese c i t izens  f rom the local  communit ies  were a lso invi ted 

to  join in  the fes t ivi t ies  with  over  30,000 vis i tors ,  to  enjoy the 

American atmosphere with food and enter ta inment .  

 Sumie Maruyama,  the  community re lat ions  special is t  for  the  

Host  Nat ions Relat ions Off ice ,  encouraged those within the Japanese 

community to  a t tend.  “I  want  the local  community to  enjoy the great  

opportuni ty  and to  understand that  i t ’s  not  just  a  mil i tary force here  on 

the base,  but  a lso just  people  l iving here  and enjoying the Japanese 

cul ture .”  

 To emphasize the par tnership between NAF Atsugi  and the local  

communit ies ,  the  nine Memorandum of  Understandings (MOUs),  

agreements  highl ight ing the roles  between the base and the 

corresponding ci ty  in  the event  of  a  disaster ,  were put  on display for  

a t tendees to  see and ref lect  upon.  

 “I  think i t  br ings us  c loser  together ,”  said Perry.  “Any t ime we 

can do joint  events  where the Japanese can come in  and join something 

we have,  i t  g ives  them confidence in  us  as  good neighbors .”  

 For  more information about  other  open-base events ,  please 

contact  the Publ ic  Affairs  Off ice  a t  264-4455.  
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