
Groundbreaking Ceremony 

June 8,  2012 

Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kegan E. Kay 

 

 

 

 

 

P203 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan-  Naval  Air  Faci l i ty  (NAF) 

Atsugi  held a  groundbreaking ceremony for  the construct ion of  a  P-203 

Aviat ion Simulat ion Training Faci l i ty .  At  the ceremony Mr.  

Yamaguchi ,  chief  pr ies t  of  Fukami J injya shr ine performed a  

J inchinsai ,  which is  a  Shinto Ceremony praying to  the gods to  assure  

the safety and success  of  a l l  endeavors  for  the construct ion of  a  new 

bui lding.  

 NAF Atsugi  off ic ia ls ,  Japan Mari t ime Self-Defense Force 

off ic ials ,  U.S.  Army Corps of  Engineer ing-Japan Distr ic t  off ic ia ls  and 

representat ives  f rom the Tsuchiya Corporat ion were asked to  par t ic ipate  

in  the ceremony.  

According to  the Mil i tary Construct ion Program documents  

presented to  Congress  in  2011,  the faci l i ty  includes one motion based 

operat ional  f l ight  t ra iner ,  two weapons tact ics  t ra iners ,  one aircrew 



vir tual  environment  t ra iner ,  t ra iner  instructor  s ta t ion/computer  room, 

contractor  operat ions and maintenance of  s imulators  workshop,  br iefing 

and debrief ing rooms,  a  tact ical  l ibrary vaul t ,  an adminis t ra t ive off ice ,  

a  par ts  s torage room, bathroom, mechanical  room, and communicat ion 

room to support  the MH-60R and MH-60S hel icopter  t ra ining 

s imulators .  

“The project  is  s tar t ing now primari ly  to  meet  the  future  needs of  

the ai rcraf t  as  the FDNF [forward deployed naval  forces]  t ransi t ions,”  

said Cmdr .  David Walt ,  commanding off icer  of  HSL-51.  “We are  

t ransi t ioning to  more capable ,  more modern hel icopters  specif ical ly  

MH-60R and MA-60S and that  wil l  be  happening in  the coming years .”  

“With the t ra iner  being here  now,” said Cmdr.  David Loo,  

execut ive off icer  of  HSL-51.  “Some of the instructors  can come out  and 

we can have integrated t ra ining with our  s imulators  here  [ that  are]  

connected back to  Hawaii  to  San Diego.”   

This  project  supports  the Chief  of  Naval  Operat ions guidance for  

2004 to  develop a  Fleet  Aviat ion Simulator  Trainers  (FAST) plan.  

FAST seek to  improve tact ical  readiness  and envis ion reducing the 

number  of  required ai rcraf t  f l ight  hours  by subst i tut ion of  s imulator  

events .  

“This  s imulator  for  the  pi lots  defini tely helps  them bui ld  that  

tact ical  ski l l  se t ,”  sa id  Walt .  “I t  a lso has  that  future  capabi l i ty  to  



in tegrate  with  ships on the waterfront  so we can do s imulated t ra ining 

col lect ively as  a  s t r ike force as  opposed to  just  a  s ingle  a i rcraf t .”  

“I t ’ l l  a lso keep famil ies  home,”  said Loo.  “Normally when we 

send our  folks  out  for  s imulator  t ra ining they end up going back s ta te  

s ide,  they leave their  famil ies  here  and may end up being gone 

anywhere from 3 to  8  weeks depending on which t ra ining they are  going 

back for .”  

I f  the  t ra iners  are  not  avai lable  in  NAF Atsugi ,  most  of  the 

syl labus events  wil l  have to  be accomplished in  the a i rcraft .  However ,  

some events  cannot  be accomplished in the a i rcraf t ,  and wil l  be  forced 

to  be waived or  modif ied,  resul t ing in  a  general  degradat ion of  the 

ent i re  t ra ining program as  s ta ted in  the documents  presented to  

congress .   

“The integrated t ra ining capabi l i ty that  this  is  br inging is  a  

cr i t ical  ski l l  or  cr i t ical  capabi l i ty  that  FDNF has needed for  sometime 

and i t ’ l l  make us  a  s t ronger  more capable  and ready war  f ight ing force 

in  the  future ,”  said Walt .  
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