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NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan-  Shir ley Lanham Elementary 

School  (SLES)’s  third  grade classes  took a  tour  of  the Far  East  Café on 

Naval  Air  Faci l i ty  (NAF) Atsugi .  The third graders  were exci ted for  a  

chance to  get  to  go into the walk- in  f reezer .  

 “They al l  went  in  and ran r ight  out  because i t  was so cold,”  said 

Cul inary Special is t  2nd Class  Rodel l  Hardaway.  

The Far  East  Café invi tes  SLES classes  over  once a  month for  a  

f ree  lunch and chance to  see how the gal ley is  run on dai ly  bases .  

In  the summer 2011,  SLES developed the Adopt-a-Grade program 

to foster  volunteer ism throughout  NAF Atsugi  and i ts  tenant  commands.  

“You adopt  a  c lass ,  you help them out ,  and show them what  your  

job is ,”  said Hardaway.  

Volunteers  may be asked to  ass is t  teachers  with making copies ,  

passing out  food during hol iday par t ies ,  monitor  kids  a t  recess ,  



part ic ipate  with Homework Helpers  and help out  with other  school  

events .   

“The kids  real ly  l ike i t ,”  said Quartermaster  2nd Class  Heather  

Vei t .  “They real ly  enjoy having vis i tors  come” 

 “I  think i t  i s  a  great  par tnership,”  said  Rheamia Burns,  Chi ldren 

and Youth Program (CYP) School  Liaison Off icer .  “[I t ’s]  a  great  way 

for  the  mi l i tary to  get  involved,”   

 Each command has  a  l ia ison or  coordinator  who responds to  the 

e-mai ls  f rom the lead SLES teacher  of  their  assigned grade and 

responds by organizing volunteers  to  meet  the needs requested in  the e-

mai ls .  

 “The teacher  would e-mail  me and le t  me know what  events  they 

had coming up and then I  would send out  a  massive e-mail  to  the 

department ,”  said  Vei t .  “Then the volunteers  would e-mail  me and I’d 

e-mail  the teacher  and le t  her  know who was coming for  the week.”  

 “Normally ,”  said  Machinery Repairman 1st  Class  Francisco 

Barrera .  “There is  a  meet ing hosted by one of  the lead teachers ,  

whoever  is  leading the event ,  and we get  instruct ion on what  is  going to  

take place,”   

 Commands can take the ini t ia t ive and organize special  events  

such as  invi t ing the s tudents  to  see what  they do in  their  jobs  or  having 

demonstrat ions a t  the  school .   



 “We go over  there  [ to  the school]  and give demonstrat ions on 

how to fry Oreos,  f ry  Twinkies  and things l ike that ,”  said Hardaway.  

 The Adopt-a-Grade program has a l lowed for  bigger  events  to  be 

organized on base such as  the SLES Spring Carnival ,  Let’s  Go on a  

Make Bel ieve Deployment  and Field Days.  

 “I  think i t ’s  awesome,” said Burns.  “They are  def ini te ly  going 

above and beyond here  on this  base.”  

“I ts  kind of  a  way to  give back the community,”  said Vei t ,  

“Especial ly  s ince we are  in  Japan and i t ’s  harder  to  get  out  and 

volunteer  out  in  town.”  

SLES honors  the volunteers  for  each event  and the t ime they 

spend assis t ing the s tudents  by present ing them with cer t i f icates .  

“We want  to  recognize the service  members  for  their  hard work,”  

said  Burns.  

The s tudents  f rom SLES also show their  appreciat ion to  the 

volunteers  for  their  t ime through hand drawn thank you cards  and 

posters .  

Hardaway said that  the  Far  East  Café  has  made space to  display 

al l  for  the unique ar t  work from the chi ldren.   

“We got  a  [wal l ]  jus t  dedicated to  the third  graders  with  thank 

you cards  and everything they’ve given for  us ,”  said Hardaway.  
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