pull during Captain’s Cup June 29
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Castles in The Sand

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class (SW/AW) Ryan B. Tabios

DIEGO GARCIA, British Indian Ocean Territory
(June 30, 2012) — Sandcastles lined the beachfront
of Jake's Place this past weekend for a competition
June 30.

Service members and personnel on Diego Garcia,
brought out their artistic and architectural talents,
battled the rain, and competed in the Morale, Welfare
and Recreation's (MWR), first ever, Sandcastle Com-
petition.

“There was so much talent out there today,” said
Yeoman 2nd Class Heather Seaward, Event Judge.
“Spatulas, shovels, pots, tiki torches, colored dye,
you name it, they had the tools ready. They came out

here to win.”

The 10 teams had two hours to construct their castles
and competed in two categories, Patriotic and Regular.
“Two hours didn't seem like a decent amount of time to
complete our patriotic castle, but having a good team
and preparing before hand helped us in getting it done,”
said Culinary Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Pamela Wilson,
Team Supply. "Our castle represented Independence
Day. That's why we incorporated the eagle and an out-
line of the United States on there.”

“We researched for ideas, but most were too difficult,”
said Francis Deluna, Team Ebilamerz. “We decided to
keep it simple.”

Team Ebilamerz won first place for their category. Their

Taj Mahal look alike castle was carefully sculpted and

Diego Garcia, British Indian Ocean Territory (June 30, 2012) - Members of the Air Force team, Team Dingo, pose in front of their patriotic
themed sand creation during the first ever MWR-sponsored Sand Castle Competition. The team won first place in their category. (U.S. Navy
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class (SW/AW) Ryan B. Tabios)

consisted of a door, caves, carvings and the Diego
Garcia outline.

“Everyone did their part, and with a fusion of ideas we
were able to pull off a win,” said Deluna. “The competi-
tion was stiff, but all-in-all, not bad of a win for the first
ever sandcastle competition.”

Although, Team Supply didn't win in their category
[Patriotic], according to Wilson, the competition gave her
an opportunity to work with her chain of command.

“| have been here less than a month and | can say so far

it's been good,” said Wilson. “Doing this event helps in

team building and a chance to meet others. Being able
to work together cohesively, makes up for a great work
center, if not a tour.”

After two hours, a turtle, a sun bathing lady and a mote
adorned the castles, but an Air Force team, Team
Dingo, beat out this year's competition with a sand
sculpted submarine, American flag, Diego Garcia foot-

print and a blue Air Force logo.
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DG Celebrates Independence Day

By NAVSUPPFAC Diego Garcia Public Affairs Office

Diego Garcia, British Indian Ocean Territory (July 4, 2012) - Residents of Diego Garcia, British Indian Ocean Territory, watch the Armed
Forces Entertainment band, Trenchtown, perform at an island-wide picnic July 4. The picnic was part of an Independence Day celebration,
which also included a 5k/10k run, beach volleyball tournament and a water sports bonanza. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Spe-

DIEGO GARCIA, British Indian Ocean Territory (July
4, 2012) — Service members and personnel on
board U.S. Navy Support Facility, Diego Garcia, Brit-
ish Indian Ocean Territory, celebrated Independence
Day with a Island Wide Picnic at the Marina July 4.
Diego Garcia's Morale, Welfare and Recreation
kicked off the day's festivities with a 5k/10k Run.
“We came out here today as a command, to not only
get some PT in our day, but to also celebrate the
birthday of our nation-the United States of America,”
said Interior Communications Specialist (SW/AW)
Tansy Nguyen, Armed Forces Network Diego Garcia
Engineer. “As a team, we motivated each other and

made sure we all crossed the finish line.”

The United States of America celebrates her 236th birth-
day this year, and for many serving in the military, July
4th means a little more than hamburgers and hotdogs.
‘Freedom! Today is a celebration of those who will be
forever remembered for contributing to the rights we
have today,” said Yeoman 2nd Class (AW) Shayla Ham-
monds, a native of Denmark, S.C. “Plus, there is always
great food and company that comes along with this day.
This is our way of getting that piece of home from many
miles away.”

Service members were also serenaded by the Armed
Forces Entertainment featured performer, punk rock
band, Trenchtown.

“Good food, good people and a good band, there is no

cialist Seaman Eric A. Pastor)

way you could wrong," said Nguyen. “Minus the fire-
works, this is a perfect way to celebrate America’s birth-
day. Itis very appreciating to see them [Trenchtown]
out here performing for us.”

Armed Forces Entertainment hosts more than 1,200
shows around the world each year, reaching over
500,000 personnel at military locations all over the
world.

Other events of the day included a Four-on-Four Beach

Volleyball Tournament and a Water Sports Bonanza.
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Submitted By
Cmdr. (Sel.) Robert Spencer
Command Chaplain,
NAVSUPPFAC Diego Garcia

This is my last Chaplain's Corner for the Tropical
Times. | depart on July 6. | think | started this ritual
of weekly submissions in April 2011. It's a good
way to remind people that they have a chaplain
available to them and to evangelize the Good
News.

What | intended to do with this weekly contribution
was to increase people’s awareness of their spiritu-
ality. | took an ordinary event and | looked to see
how God was involved. | then tried to use that inci-
dent as an opportunity to grow closer to God with
follow-on worship or reflection. I'm convinced that
there is a God out there who loves us very much
and he can use any event or person to reach out
and touch our hearts or intellect. Once he has our

attention it is then up to us to respond to Him.
What will | miss about Diego Garcia? Mostly the
simple lifestyle. | liked the convenience of walking
to wherever | needed to go. I'll especially miss the
bicycling. If a place was too far to walk there was
always the bike. The Saturday morning bike ride
to the donkey gate was a staple in my life that was
enjoyable. One bad habit that reemerged while |
was here was watching television. Along that
same line, how many people in the states have
watched the Super Bowl or some other major
sporting events with their friends at 5:00 a.m.?
That took some effort and many times the body
said no but the heart said yes. Despite the incon-
venience, you still got up to be with your friends
and you were glad that you did. There were also
the free and expert haircuts that never failed to
please me. More importantly was the close knit

community with its camaraderie which prompted

écy)éa/'/& 4

crner”

“Last Call”

a willingness to help others. | was blessed to have
great bosses, colleagues, RPs, and a wonderful
congregation. | also had the island’s best OG. |
know this because previously stationed chaplains
over the years continue to keep in touch with Leo
out of gratitude and friendship. | hope to be added
to that list.

| was never bored while here. If | was that would be
a poor reflection of me. There was always some-
thing fun to do. Our MWR program is worth its
weight in gold. The MWR t-shirt quilt that | had
made is a testament of the activities that are avail-
able. It will also be the ultimate souvenir and me-
mento that will prompt many happy memories.
What did | not like? A few things: the slow internet,
having to use cash for most of my transactions, a
slow internet, and mail call only two or three times a
month. Did | mention the slow internet? However it

did not take me long to make those adjustments

and they do not even come close to over riding the
aforementioned good things.

Regrets? One for sure; that | will not be able to
jump on a commercial plane for a return visit. I'm
also probably too close to retirement to return for
another tour of duty. Once those wheels go up and
off the runway this place will be a happy memory of
the past 15 months. | will then look back with fond-
ness and | will find God in all of those ordinary
events and wonderful friends. What a blessing that
will be.

“Let not the devotion
which I showed for the
house of my God and its
services be forgotten.”

(Nehemiah 13:14)
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Battle of The
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Brains e q >
aste :
THE FILKAU CLUB PRESENTS Haz:e"l‘d‘?‘f.us.Il Admin Note
THE QUIZ SHOW. Training
OPEN TO ALL HANDS AND T TRANSFER PACKAGES ARE DUE AT
.SI{-LLH U!}.ss__.mt LIMITED 3 THE PUBLILI BL:RHOLDING LEAST 60 DAYS PRIOR To DETACHMENT
PERSONS PER TEAM AND 16 DEPARTMENT WILL NG AND SPEARATION PACKAGES ARE DUE
[EAMS. SIGN UP BEFORE HAZARDOUS WASTE TR, o —— AT LEAST 90 DAYS PRJ0R To
JULY 9. NTERESTED PERSONNEL
INTER o it P DETACHMENT.
ELIMINATION ROUNDS WiLL A% COMPLET - [T IS IMPERATIVE THAT PERSONNEL
BEGIN ON JULY 13 AT REGISTRATION AND Q : i
DN TULI SEQUEST FORA PRIOR TO ET THESE PACKAGES TURNED [N 0N

ATTENDING THE CLASSES.
THE FORMS MUST BE SUBMITTED
TO THE PWD ENVIRONMENTAL
OFFICE AT BUILDING 138 OR

Blood Donations I EMAILED TO
JUANITO SALDANA. L
THE BLOOD BANK IS CURRENTLY \  CONFIRMED ATTENDEES WIL
- IN NEED OF ALL BLOOD TYPES.
. ALL HANDS ARE ENCOURAGED
[0 GET SCREENED FOR
ELIGIBILITY. TO DONATE PLEASE
CONTACT THE BRANCH
HEALTH CLINIC AT 370-42]].

TIME TO ENSURE FLIGHT
ARRANGEMENTS ARE MADE [N
ADVANCE, GUARANTEEING A FLIGHT.

Catholic Mass

. THERE WILL BE NO CATHOL|C
= CLASS LOCATIO ' MASS AT THE CHAPEL [N THE
BE NOTIFIED {]r T A LATER PALMS UNTIL FURTHER NOT|CE.

AND DATES A [HOSE SEEKING CATHOLC
TIME. WORSHIP ARE ENCOURAGED To

ATTEND THE CATHOLIC MAss
HELD AT THE SEABREEZE
CHAPEL.




MWR

MOVIES

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
6 7 3 P 10 11 12

Basic Sailing Class  Basic Sailing Class Low Gross Golf 3-Point Shootout 1 Mile Softball Tournament  Powerboat Class
Session 1 & 2 Session 2 & 3 Tournament Fitness Center Lagoon Swim Field 1 Basic Boating
Marina Marina Corals Sands 6:30 p.m. Marina 6 p.m. Marina
5:30 p.m. 9 a.m. 8:30 a.m. Military Only 5p.m. 4:30 p.m.

Three Stooges Mirror Mirror

Comedy Adventure
PG PG

8 p.m. 8 p.m. Lockout The Cabin in the  Dr. Seuss: Lorax Wanderlust 21 Jump Street

Action Woods Animation Comedy Action
Wanderlust The Lucky One PG 13 Horror PG R R

Comedy Drama 8 p.m. R 8 p.m. 8 p.m. 8 p.m.
R PG 13 8 p.m. Island Room

10 p.m. 10 p.m.
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