Edwin McCain, a singer best known for his song “I'll Be,” S8

performs at U.5. Navy Support Facility, Diego Garcia, Aug. 10. %
McCain, as well as Erick Baker, who is also a singer, and the 3
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U.S. Navy Support Facility,
Diego Garcia
British Indian Ocean Territory

Commanding Officer
CAPT Richard A. Skiff

Executive Officer
CDR Stephen E. Petras

Command Master Chief
CMDCM(SW/AW)
Dylan M. Inger

Public Affairs Officer
MCI(SW/AW) Ryan B. Tabios

Tropical Times Editor
MCSN Eric A. Pastor

Command Journalist
MCSN Eric A. Pastor

This funded newspaper is an
authorized publication for members
of the U.S. Military services.

Contents of the Tropical Times
are not necessarily the officical
views of, or endorsed by, the
U.S. Government, Department
of Defense or Department of the
Navy.

All editorial content is prepared
by the U.S. Navy Support Facility,
Diego Garcia, Public Affairs
Office.

Submissions to the Tropical Times
are due to the editor no later than
close of business Tuesday.
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A Footpriat cu the Saund
AO1(AW) Jordan Hodges

NMC EAD Unit Okinawa Det Diego Garcia

Aviation Ordnanceman 1st Class
(AW) Jordan Hodges, a native of
Chicago, has been serving in the
Navy for 10 years. Her favorite part
of her job is being able to train her
junior Sailors.

According to Hodges, she joined
the Navy to travel and experience the
world.

While serving, Hodges hopes to
finish up her degree, as well as become
a Limited Duty Officer (LDO).

Four years of bomb assembly
and missile breakouts at her first
duty station, USS GEORGE
WASHINGTON (CVN 73), was her
best experience in the Navy so far, said
Hodges.

years of service required to retire.

)

U.S. Navy photo provided by DG-21

DIEGO GARCIA, British Indian Ocean Territory (Aug. 6, 2012) - Equipment Operator 1st
Class Justin D. Jones signs his reenlistment papers after reenlisting at U.S. Navy Support
Facility, Diego Garcia, Aug. 6. Jones reenlisted for 5 years, which will put him at the 20
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DIEGO GARCIA, British Indian Ocean Territory (Aug. 10, 2012) Erick Baker, a Tennessee native, performs
as the opening act for Edwin McCain at U.S. Navy Support Facility, Diego Garcia, Aug. 10. Baker and
McCain were accompanied by the Major League Eaters, who participated in a food-eating contest for the
residents of Diego Garcia.

Concert, MLE Entertain DG

Story by NAVSUPPFAC Public Affairs Office

DIEGO GARCIA, British
Indian Ocean Territory (Aug. 10,
2012) — Service members and ci-
vilian personnel gathered at U.S.
Navy Support Facility, Diego
Garcia, Fleet Recreation Area to
be entertained by Edwin Mc-
Cain, Erick Baker and the Major
League Eaters (MLE), Aug 13.

Headlined by Edwin McCain,
the concert was coordinated with
Morale Recreation and Welfare,
Navy Entertainment and Armed

Forces Entertainment.

“I love it, I’'m all about
it,” said Edwin McCain. “The
military tours are the best. The
idea that we can come out here
and do a little bit of our part is
the coolest-not to mention who
comes to DG [Diego Garcia].

“I get to go back to the U.S.
and tell people what I have seen.
No one knows how much work
actually goes into creating the
peace we live in,” added Mc-
Cain.

s
U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Eric A. Pastor

Edwin McCain is an Ameri-
can singer-songwriter and mu-
sician, whose band has toured
with Hootie and the Blowfish.
His second album spawned the
major hit “I’ll Be” in 1998.

The opening act for the con-
cert was Tennessee native Erick
Baker. Baker said that perform-
ing gave him a better apprecia-
tion for what service members
do around the world.

“The people that I have met,
have given me the appreciation
of sacrifice,” said Baker. “Our
service members are literally
half-way around the world from
home. It shows me that I really
didn’t know what sacrifice is.”

During the concert ser-
vice members participated and
watched a hot dog eating contest
alongside MLE’s Steakbellie,
Flash and Crazy Legs Conte.

“Sailors and soldiers make a
lot of sacrifices, working away
from their families for long
periods of time,” said Crazy
Legs Conte. “The little amount
of entertainment we can bring
to them is my way saying thank

“I’m psyched to be here,”
said Steakbellie. “Diego Gar-
cia is probably one of the most
remote locations MLE has ever
bHeen tons

At the end of the concert,
service members were more than
grateful for the fun-filled night
filled with laughter and music.

“The show was great,” said
Religious Programs Specialist
(FMF) Akil Blackmon. “Mother
Nature was on our side tonight-
the weather was cool and every-
thing seemed so calm. I want to
thank them for coming out here
and performing for us under the
stars.”
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Green Bay, San Diego Sailors Participate
in Military Appreciation Night

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Coi ication Speciali:

Dustin Knight)
PACIFIC OCEAN (July 21,2012) The amphibi-

ous transport dock ship USS Green Bay (LPD

20) conducts a composite training unit exer-

cise (COMPTUEX) off the coast of California.

COMPTUEX is a pre-deployment certification that
evaluates an amphibious ready group’s ability to
conduct military operations at sea and support
expeditionary operations ashore.

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class
Elizabeth Merriam, USS Peleliu Public Affairs

SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- Sailors
from amphibious dock landing ships
USS Green Bay (LPD 20) and USS
San Diego (LPD 22) competed in flag
football match on one of Qualcomm
Stadium’s practice fields, Aug. 9, to
kick off the San Diego Chargers’ 24th
annual Salute to the Military.

Fans yelled from the sidelines as
San Diego crushed Green Bay 34-0.

Sailors from both sides felt the
limelight of professional athletes as
media interviewed them.

“We are two competitive teams,
but it did not go how I expected. I
thought we would be blowing them
out,” said Cryptologic Technician
(Collection) Ist Class (SW) Anthony
Ware, a Green Bay Sailor. “I’m just
glad to be out here. [ wanted to play
a good and competitive game and it’s

been a good time.

“It’s such an honor. I’ve never
done anything like this, so I'm amped
up,” said Boatswain’s Mate 2nd (SW)
Alfred Thomas, a San Diego Sailor.

“I was expecting to totally dominate
them, but they put up a good fight.”

After their flag football game,
Sailors attended a preseason game
between NFL teams, San Diego
Chargers and Green Bay Packers,
where Armed Forces service members
were honored and participated in the
pregame ceremonies.

“I think it’s wonderful that they
[the Chargers] have this night. It’s
really a great event,” said Madeline
Hoeg, football fan. “It feels good to
show our national pride. It’s really fun
and great for everyone.”

The color guards from all branches
presented colors from the center of
the field. The 3rd Marine Aircraft
Wing Band also performed during the
opening ceremonies and 100 Sailors
and Marines unveiled a jumbo flag.

Professional football players also
met the Sailors as they came onto the
field.

“I got to shake hands with a lot
of service members who carried the
flag on the sidelines before the game,”
said Aaron Rodgers, Packers lead
quarterback. “I have a lot of respect for
the men and women in uniform in all
branches of the military. It’s great to
see them out there.”

The halftime show included a
Navy Band and an opportunity for
fans to visit static military displays
provided by the ships Green Bay, San
Diego, Nimitz-class aircraft carrier
USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70), as well
as Assault Craft Unit 5 and Naval
Medical Center San Diego.

Sailors working at the displays
expressed appreciation for the chance
to interact with the community.

“It feels good when [people] show
an interest about our ship and [I can]
show them what the Navy is doing for
them,” said Interior Communications
Electrician 1st Class (SW) Sergo
Ceniceros, a San Diego Sailor.

Green Bay’s area displayed
replicas of Super Bowl trophies
including a new 2011-2012 trophy
signed by Aaron Rodgers, presented to
the ship’s crew by Green Bay Mayor
Jim Schmitt.

“It’s a nice keepsake for them and
something we want to share with them
because USS Green Bay is a big part
of our community,” Schmitt said.

The community continues to find
ways to highlight and interact with
military counterparts throughout the
year.

For more information, visit www.
navy.mil, www.facebook.com/usnavy,
or www.twitter.com/usnavy.

For more news from USS Peleliu
(LHA 5), visit www.navy.mil/local/
lhas/.
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Calendar of Events

Monday
20

Indoor
Duathlon
Fitness Center
6 p.m.
Military Only

MWR

Act of Valor

. Act
Movies "R

8 p.m.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

21

Spades
Tournament
Island Room

6 p.m.

The Vow
Drama
PG 13
8 p.m.

22

DG Open
Tennis
Tourney
Court A
5p.m.

American
Reunion
Comedy

R
7 p.m.
Island Room

Friday
23 24
Powerboat Powerboat
Class Class
Basic Boating Basic Boating
Marina Marina
4:30 p.m. 4:30 p.m.
Hunger
Games
Action
The Thing PG 13
Horror 8 p.m.
ng:: Silent House
Drama
R
10 p.m.

Saturday

25
3 Hole Golf
Challenge
Golf Course
7:30 a.m.

MI; Ghost
Protocol
Action
PG 13
8 p.m.

War Horse
War
PG 13
10 p.m.

Sunday

26
MWR
Windsurfing
Regatta
Marina
2 p.m.

One for the
Money
Action
PG 13
4 p.m.

Island Room

J. Edgar
Crime
R
8 p.m.




