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Seahawk-Umitaka

RPP offers American style off base housing for Sailors in Yokosuka

By Fumiyo Sato, CFAY Public Affairs

ne of the first challenging tasks you may have to

perform upon your arrival in Japan may be

finding a place to live. Aside from choosing to
live in on base housing in Yokosuka Base,
Ikego or Negishi Base housing, living in
off base housing is also an option for
incoming personnel.

The Rental Partnership Program (RPP)
offers affordable, secure and quality off
base housing for military and civilian
personnel and their families. The off base
housing meets the program’s criteria such
as screens on all windows, parking and a
reasonable proximity to Commander Fleet
Activities Yokosuka (CFAY) Naval Base.
The units are equipped with state of the art
household appliances and every room is
equipped with individual air conditioning/
heating units.

According to Yokosuka Housing
Welcome Center’s Deputy Director Osamu
Ogata, renting an off-base apartment in
Japan costs more than what people pay in
the United States. Japanese apartments
require a landlord fee and agent fee in
addition to a rental deposit, which is
equivalent to four months rent. However,
the beauty of RPP housing is that you don’t
have to pay these fees.

Under an agreement with Commander U.S. Naval
Forces Japan (CNFJ), Yokosuka’s real estate developer
Takara House Corporation completed building a new RPP
housing, called Sakura Residence and Sakura Hills, which
fully opened to Navy personnel in April.

Sakura Hills development has townhouses with 116
three and four bedroom unfurnished units. Sakura

Residence consists of three buildings with 135 one-
bedroom and 65 two-bedroom furnished condominiums.
Compared to regular off base Japanese housing, both units
are spacious.

Takara House Corporation President Shinkichi

garbage disposal, which is not a common appliance within
the Japanese community,” Kazume said. Dishwashers and
ovens are also included in the housing units.

Sailors who will share a two-bedroom unit don’t need
to worry about having common roommate conflicts that
may arise from sharing the same space.
Instead, they will have two refrigerators
and two separate bathrooms in the new two-
bedroom units, according to Kazume.

“The great thing about this housing is
its living environment,” Kazume said. Both
townhouse and condominiums are located
in a quiet suburb of Yokosuka,
approximately 4.4 miles from CFAY.
Grocery stores and parks are within
walking distance. There is also a shuttle bus
to CFAY for commuting.

The Sakura Residence has custom-made
furniture for Americans, especially for
taller people. All the electric appliances
such as microwave ovens, coffee makers,
pots and pans also come with the units.
New residents will receive linens as
welcome presents at the condominium. A
Japanese front desk clerk is available from

The Rental Partnership Program (RPP) offers affordable, secure and quality off
base housing for military and civilian personnel and their families. The units are
equipped with state-of-the-art household appliances and every room is equipped
with individual air conditioning/heating units.
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Kazume says he made the housing complex for U.S.
servicemen to live in Japan comfortably. “We want them
[Sailors and their family members] to bring good
memories of Japan back with them when they return to
their home country. There are lifestyle cultural differences
between Japan and the United States. We tried to make
residences more American, for example, we put in a

9 a.m. to 9 p.m. to assist residents.

Yokosuka Welcome Housing Center is
now offering tours to Sakura Hills and
Sakura Residence every Wednesday. The
tour starts at 1:30 p.m. “When you sign a
lease for an RPP unit, you are required to
sign for a one-year lease. For those who are interested in
RPP, it is required to get command approval. We also will
need to screen your OHA (Overseas Housing Allowance)
to make sure it is sufficient to cover the rent,” said Ogata.

Contact the Yokosuka Housing Center or visit their
Web site http://housing.cfay.navy.mil/ for more
information.



