
December 31, 2009  Wingspan          Wingspan December 31, 2009    16
C
M
Y
K

Vol. 15, No. 27 Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, Texas December 31, 2009

Final Flight: Blue Angels’ F/A-18 retires to NASCC

Students create mural 
for TW-4

Page 4

TAMUCC students 
help Ombudsman 

program
Page 5

Story & photo by Rod Hafemeister

A Blue Angel came to earth 
Dec. 18 at NAS Corpus Christi – it’s 
fi nal resting place.

The airframe is too old to use 
for aerobatics anymore, so it’s being 
retired.

And the Chief of Naval Air 
Training was able to get it assigned 
here, where it will be demilitarized 
and become a static display in front 
of the CNATRA headquarters.

Marine Corps Reserve Lt. Col 
Len Anderson fl ew the F/A-18 with 
the distinctive pattern and the # 1 
markings to NASCC.

“I fl ew as solo with the Blue 
Angels from 2002 through 2004,” 
Anderson said. “It was an honor to 
bring her on her fi nal fl ight.”

One of the older F/A-18s in the Blue Angel fl eet taxies from the NASCC airstrip to a seaside 
hanger Dec. 18. The aircraft is being retired, will be demilitarized and will become a static display 
in front of the Chief of Naval Air Training headquarters.

2009: A year of fun; a year of tragedy
by Rod Hafemeister

Santa helped end 2009 on a happy note, here taking requests 
from children at the NEX.

This past year has been a time 
of changes for Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi and the men and 
women who work there.

It began far away, with a new 
boss at Navy Region Southeast and 
the old boss becoming commander 
Navy Installations Command. 

On Jan. 9, in Jacksonville, Rear 
Adm. Townsend “Tim” Alexander 
took over CNRSE and Rear Adm. 
Michael Vitale left to become 
CNIC.

It  was the first  of many 
changes. In February, Cmdr. Bruce 
‘Omar’ Emero retired, have fi lled 
in as NASCC XO for a year while 
XO Cmdr. Bruce Lankford was 
deployed.

In April, Capt. Randal Kelley 
assumed command of Naval Health 
Clinic Corpus Christi, relieving 
Capt. Robert Sorenson.

In September, Rear Adm. Wil-
liam Sizemore II relieved Rear 
Adm. Mark Guadagnini as Chief of 
Naval Air Training.

In October, NASCC changed 
Command Master Chiefs, as CMC 
Pat Flavin retired and CMC Ken 
McGlothlin took over.

McGlothlin was one of many 
Sailors who transferred from Naval 

Station Ingleside as it wound down 
operations and prepared to close in 
April 2010.

The Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission orders that 
will close Ingleside also meant 
the almost 800 men and women of 
Helicopter Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron 15 (HM-15) moved out 
in September for a new home on 
the East Coast.

All the changes meant a big 
drop in the use of MWR facilities. 
So NASCC got permission to open 
some of those facilities to area 
civilians.

The MWR Guest Card program 
kicked off in September, allowing 
civilians to use the golf course, 
marina and outdoor recreation 
facilities, RV park and Bay Club after 
undergoing a criminal background 
check and paying a modest annual 
fee.

And of course the public got a 
couple of other treats. In April, the 
Navy’s Blue Angels demonstration 
team headlined the biannual Air 
Show aboard NASCC, thrilling 
thousands of visitors.

In May, the base served as 
a leg of the annual Beach to Bay 
Marathon.

And August brought the annual 
Navy Regatta, with dozens of 
civilian sailors racing to NASCC 
on Saturday and back downtown 
on Sunday.

NASCC also found itself on 
“Big Navy’s” radar. This year, we 
were visited by the Chief of Naval 
Operations, the Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations and the Master Chief 
Petty Offi cer of the Navy.

That plus increased attention 
from CNRSE and CNIC has resulted 
in increased funding for repair and 
improvements to NASCC.

November brought tragedy, as 
two instructor pilots from Training 
Squadron 28 were lost when their 
T-34C crashed in the Gulf during a 
training fl ight.

Now, a New Year dawns. May 
it bring only good to NASCC!

Photo by Bob Torres

Most Advanced Treatment  
ever for Varicose Veins!

Now Available in the Corpus Christi Bay Area

Call today for an appointment!
1752 Santa Fe in Corpus Christi  •  www.VeinCentersOfTexas.com

882-9888

 

Minimally invasive
procedure

now available.

•  Office-based procedure
•  Back to normal activity 

usually the next day

• Covered by most insurance 
and Medicare

• 98% of patients would  
recommend this procedure

As seen on Good Morning America… *individual
results
may vary

If you want to
own a home,
we’re here for you.
Whether you’re buying, building, refinancing or improving 
your home, we are ready to help you get the financing you 
need quickly and easily. American Bank’s resources mean 
you can count on:
• lenders who can meet with you anytime, anywhere
• an in-house mortgage processing and underwriting 
 department to ensure your application gets prompt, 
 experienced attention
• competitive rates and attractive terms
• a wide variety of loan programs including fixed rate, 
 adjustable rate and specialized loans with minimal 
 down payment
• FHA, VA and FNMA programs for 
 first-time buyers
• Texas Veterans Land Board home loan 
 programs available
• the flexibility to tailor a program to your 
 needs and goals

Please give us a call – we're here to 
answer all your home loan questions.

EQUAL
HOUSING
LENDER

OFFICE (361) 653-5273  |  CELL (361) 815-6195  |  rsolomon@americanbank.com  |  www.americanbank.com

Member FDIC    Member Independent Bankers Association of Texas
©2009 American Bank, N.A.

Corpus Christi | Port Aransas | Rockport | Goliad | Victoria | Austin

Renee Solomon
Mortgage Lending OfficerMortgage Center

NORFOLK•VIRGINIA BEACH*CHESAPEAKE*PORTSMOUTH

Carlos A Cardo-USMC (RET)
Associate Broker RE/MAX Alliance
REALTOR® CRS, GRI, ABR,
CSP, SRES, CNHS, RCC, e-PRO
Direct Tel: 757-971-3574
Toll Free: 866-971-3574
mailto:carlos@CarlosCardo.com
Visit http://www.CarlosCardo.com

Moving to Hampton Roads, VA?
Let Carlos Cardo, REALTOR® be your 
Military Relocation Specialist!

Covering Norfolk, Virginia Beach,
Chesapeake and Portsmouth

This is a historic time to buy!
With home prices at the bottom,
interest rates at historic lows and  
$8,000 for first time homebuyers!

A little about me…
After almost 22 years in the Marine Corps and 13 moves,  
I understand the challenges involved in a PCS move!
Call me and let me know what your real estate needs are so that I 
can start working for you now. As a buyer’s agent, I represent and 
look out for your best interest even though I get paid by the Seller!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Crosswinds defines innovation, efficiency, luxury and service. You’ll love the im-
pressive amenity package and convenient location. Choose a uniquely-styled 1,2 
or 3 bedroom apartment. Guaranteed to feel just like home the moment you arrive.

•	 1,	2	&	3	Bedroom	Apartments
•	 Walk-in	Closets
•	 Ceiling	Fans
•	 Decorative	Mini-Blinds
•	 Designer	Kitchens
•	 Refrigerator	w/Ice	Maker
•	 Full-Size	Washer/Dryer	Connection
•	 Laundry	Facility

•	 Covered	Parking	Available
•	 Bay	Windows
•	 Patios	(In selected units)
•	 Swimming	and	Lounging	Pool
•	 Resident	Referral	Program
•	 Fitness	Center
•	 Storage	Units	Available
•	 Controlled	Access	Gates

6617	Weber	•	Corpus	Christi,	Texas	78413
(361) 852-1600

$250 Off First Month’s Rent on Two Bedroom Apt!

Military Discounts

1 Bedroom $575
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath $699

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths $779
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths $879



December 31, 2009  Wingspan          Wingspan December 31, 2009    2 15

Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE 
Base Catholic Chapel   
Sunday Mass  - 9:00 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.) 
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550

Wingspan
NAS Corpus Christi

“Exceeding Expectations Through 
Pride In Performance”

Commanding Officer
Capt.	R.F.	Pierson

Public Affairs Officer
Robert	D.	Torres

Robert.Torres1@navy.mil

 Editor
Rod	Hafemeister

rodney.hafemeister@navy.mil
Wingspan is an authorized publication for members of 

the military services, civilian personnel and their families. 
Its contents do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. 
Government, the Department of Defense, Department of 
the Navy or the Department of the Army, and do not imply 
endorsement thereof.

Wingspan is published every other week by D.J. Young 
Publishing, 145 Naples, Corpus Christi, Texas 78404, a 
private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Navy, under 
exclusive written contract with Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi, Texas.

The editorial content is prepared, edited and provided by 
the Public Affairs Office of Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, 
Texas.  Stories and photos not otherwise attributed are written 
by the Wingspan staff.  The address is: Commanding Officer, 
NAS Corpus Christi, Attn:  Wingspan, 11001 D St. Suite 143, 
Corpus Christi, Texas, 78419-5021. All news releases should 
be sent to the above address. 
 Please call (361) 961-2674 for deadline information. 

The appearance of advertising in this newspaper, including 
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by 
the Department of Defense, the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Army, 
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, or D.J. Young Publishing, 
of the products and services advertised. Everything advertised 
in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, politi-
cal affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, 
user or patron. If a violation or rejection of this equal op-
portunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from that source until the 
violation is corrected.

To advertise in Wingspan, please call D.J. Young Publish-
ing at (361) 814-0866.
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A cut above 
the rest

As an old-fashioned butcher 
shop, we specialize in customer 
service with the finest selection 

of meats. Smoked and fresh 
sausages made here.

SPECIAL ORDERS CALL 
361-992-6512

T. M Moody’s Quality Meats

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-6:30    
Sat. 8:00-6:00  
Closed Sunday

4703 S. Alameda at Airline
(Meadowbrook Shopping Center)

Corpus Christi

15370 S. Padre Island Dr. 
(Just past Whitecap Blvd.)

361-949-7737

Free Delivery on Padre 
Island after 5pm

Island Italian
Restaurant

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials
Live Music - Thur-Sat

Specializing in Fine Italian Cuisine
Proudly serving Padre Island  
and our military for 22 years!

Mon-Thur 11-9:30 
Fri-Sat 11-10 
Sun 5-9:30

TASTE-TEST SPECIAL  
ONE MEDIUM  

ONE-TOPPING PIZZA
ONLY $899

Dine in or Carry Out
Ask about our Military Special

14493 S.P.I.D.
949-0787

FREE Delivery on the Island
Daily: 11 am to 10 pmBring in or mention ad. Expires 01/31/10

What’s Happening
by Tina Konwerski

January 8 - 10 ,2010 Alamo Hot Rod 
Parts AUTO-Rama, American Bank 
Center.  Have your picture taken with 
DORA the Explorer and Boots on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. Spurs Camero on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Spurs Coy-
ote and Spurs Silver Dancers on Satur-
day.  Photos and Autographs 5 Dallas 
Cowboy Cheerleaders Sunday NOON 
to 2:00 p.m.   DISCOUNT on admission 
with Military I.D.
 
January 16, 2010 - 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
2010 Corpus Christi FITNESS EXPO 
at Briscoe-King Pavilion North Padre 
Island - Get in shape, Lose weight, Feel 
Great. There will be giveaways from 
Golds, Academy and more. Face paint-
ing and bouncy toys for kids, as well as 
a Wii fitness game.  Horses on the beach 
will be there with a horse or two. Come 
join in the family fun.
 
New to Corpus Christi – WANT TO 
MEET SOME PEOPLE … Join the fun 
1st Tuesday of EVERY month – BUN-
CO for charity benefiting the Ronald 
McDonald House of C.C.  From 7:30-9 
pm @ Stingers on Airline out on the pa-
tio.  $5 minimum donation requested.
 
Open Mic Friday Nights @ Stingers 
Coffee 8pm-12am!! Stingers Coffee in 
the Gulfway shopping center. Airline and 
McArdle - outside on the patio! All mu-
sicians welcome, Sign up today!
 
SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH 
MONTH – The United States Subma-
rine Veterans, Inc., meets at 11 a.m. at 
the Silverado Smokehouse on Weber.  
Contact:  SubVetBoddy@gmail.com or 
361-876-0042.

LAST SATURDAY OF EACH 
MONTH - Parkinson monthly support 
group meets at the YWCA.  This group 
is for caregivers, patients, friends, and/
or families. Reservations not required. 
Those needing further information may 
call 949-7719.

Call for your  
reservation today!

361-993-6100

Monday	–	Thursday		
11:00	a.m.	to	9:00	p.m.

			Friday	–	Saturday	
11:00	a.m.	to	10:00	p.m.

6646	S	Staples,	Suite	122
Corpus	Christi,	Texas	78413
Catering	&	Delivery	Available

Come let us take your 
taste buds on a  

journey you will 
never forget!

Lunch and Dinner featuring our new Fall Menu  
of carefully prepared from scratch entrees.

WINE TASTING- five courses with 
five wines, each to enhance the  
flavor of the course … call for 
dates, details and reservations

Express Lunch     $8
Fresh Salad or Homemade  
Soup with half a sandwich  
and tea

Mediterranean Cuisine

We witnessed 
HM-15 move to 
Norfolk, Va. We 
grieved with the 
passing of two 
of our pilots. We 
celebrated as we 
won numerous 
awards.

I  l o o k 
forward to 2010 
as I continue to 
serve my God and this Country with you. 

May God bless you, and I thank you for 
a great 2009.

Skipper's Column

Chaplain's Message

Editor's Corner

by Lt. j.g. Rob Fasnacht, Chaplain

by Capt. Randy Pierson

by Rod Hafemeister

Hafemeister

Fasnacht

Capt. Pierson is on leave
his column will return next issue

Christmas Caroling

Another decade ends

I thought when I moved to Corpus Christi 
12 months ago that I would have to put all my 
sweaters, hats and scarves away. 

Much to my surprise, I was able to don 
my wool sweater while we went Christmas 
Caroling through base housing the evening 
of Dec. 17.

We had a great group of people who came 
together to spread holiday cheer throughout 
the base. 

We walked the streets wearing warm 
sweaters, stocking caps and scarves, and 
safety vests.

We sang carols such as “Silent Night,” 
“Rudolph, the Red Nose Reindeer,” and “Joy 
to the World.” 

Every so often, we would stop, collect a 
toy for the Marine Corps Reserve’s Toys for 
Tots and then break into a rousing chorus of 
“We Wish You a Merry Christmas.”

Truly, it was a great event, and our group 
was a snapshot of life here on base; a mixture 
of young children, retirees, and current active 
duty with spouses. 

It was a family event, and NAS Corpus 
Christi is a family place.

I was blessed to see your generosity of 
time to come out and support us and your 
generosity of giving by providing much 
needed toys to Toys for Tots.

As I quickly look back on 2009, the 
NASCC Family has seen many changes. 

Okay, let’s 
just get this out 
of the way for 
the nitpickers out 
there.

Yes ,  there 
is no Year Zero 
in our current 
calendar system. 
So yes, a century 
goes from, say 
1901  th rough 
2000.

And yes, the 
millennium did not really begin on Jan. 1, 
2000 but on Jan. 1, 2001 – but for most of 
us, that just meant two excuses to throw 
millennium parties.

But in common usage, decades typically 
start with a year ending in “0” and end with 
the year ending in “9” – the ‘60s, the 70’s, 
and so on.

Which means this is the end of the 
“Oughts” decade (as in ought-two, ought-
three – yeah, it’s ugly) and Jan. 1, 2010 will 
be the beginning of the 20-teens decade.

(Anyone who comes up with a better term 
for the coming decade gets my vote!)

Anyway, I  gured this is a good time to 
look back on the last 10 years.

Think back to Jan. 1, 2000. Many of 
you were still in school, maybe even grade 
school.

You probably did not have a cell phone; 
in 2000, they were just starting to get both 
small enough and cheap enough to eventually 
become common.

I bought my  rst cell phone for about 
$200 in fall 2000 on a pre-paid plan. Prior 
to that, for most of the ‘90s, I’d used the bag 
phones (like a desk phone with battery and 
antenna in a bag) that we checked out from the 
newspaper’s editors when we were chasing a 

breaking story.
You certainly didn’t have an iPod – it 

didn’t hit the market until October 2001.
And you probably hadn’t bought any of 

the existing, expensive and not very good 
digital music players available at the time.

Most likely, you had traded in a boom 
box for a Walkman playing music tapes or, if 
you had the bucks, a portable CD player.

You probably taped shows on a VCR; no 
one had heard of DVRs then.

At the of ce, the fax machine was still 
more important than email.

If you were in a business needing 
computers, you probably had one on your 
desk. By the mid-90s, every reporter in my 
newsroom had his or her own Macintosh, 
and much (but not all) of the newspaper was 
laid out on-screen, using much less capable 
software than I use today.

We also had dedicated high-speed 
Internet access on our desks, because we 
needed to be able to search for information.

At home, I was excited when I jumped 
from 14.4K baud to 56K on my dial-up 
connection. Today, I get 50meg on my 
WiFi!

(That was the era that spawned “Cyber 
Monday,” the Monday after Thanksgiving, 
when people misused their high-speed online 
access at work to shop for Christmas.)

The WorldWide Web was confusing 
and often unreliable. Search engines were 
buggy, kludgy and not always accurate or 
up-to-date.

Then, in fall 1997, came Google.com 
– and the Web began to become our workspace 
and our playground.

Real estate was still considered a sound 
investment, guaranteed to appreciate in 
price. 

Cable television was what you got so you 
could get a better broadcast signal; those extra 

channels were sometimes cool, but sometimes 
just dorky.

I guess that hasn’t changed much.
Most signi cantly, when you went to get 

on an airplane, no one expected you to take 
off your shoes.

As 2000 dawned, there were plenty of 
problems, but in general the country was 
optimistic. The economy was doing well, 
unemployment and in ation were both down 
and, in fact, Federal Reserve regulators 
worried it was growing too fast and raised 
interest rates to slow it.

Maybe too much. By early 2001, the 
10-year-long expansion had abruptly ended 
and a recession had begun.

The next shock was much worse – the 
nation reeled as terrorism hit the homeland 
on Sept. 11, 2001.

It hit our economy, it hit our collective 
psyche and it changed the way Americans 
look at the world.

It led to a war in Afghanistan, a war in 
Iraq and the euphemistic “operations other 
than war” in dozens of places around the 
world.

We’ve now been at war for more than 
nine years – more than twice as long as the 
US involvement in World War II.

As our now-retired CMC, Pat Flavin, 
used to say, many of the men and women in 
uniform today have never been in the military 
during a time of peace.

And they are not likely too soon; although 
the war in Iraq is slowly tapering down, the 
one in Afghanistan is ratcheting up.

And no one can say for certain where and 
when the next one may come.

So as we close this decade and begin the 
next, take a moment to think about the men 
and women still in harm’s way.

When you raise that New Year’s toast, 
raise it for them.
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 Military Appreciation Day
Every Tuesday

WE Thank you for your sErvicE!!!

PiZZa sTaTE
check us out at www.pizzastate.com

6133 Ennis Joslin road
(corner of Ennis Joslin & ocean Dr)

993-3283
oPEn
DaiLY sun thur Thurs 11am to 10pm  

fri and sat 11am to 11pm

Dine-In, Carry-out or  
Delivery*, we can't wait  

to serve you!
*Delivery not valid on Military 

Appreciation Day.  Valid DoD ID 
required at time of order.

EST. 1949

HOWARD’S

FARMHOUSE BBQ 
& 

CATERING

HOURS:
11 - 3 - Monday - Saturday 

“Best Dang Bar-B-Q 
In Texas!”

1002 ANTELOPE - 882-1200
ALSO VISIT US AT:

AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND 
WHATABURGER FIELD

★6 eggs
1 cup milk
6 oz. cheddar cheese, grated
1-lb sausage or bacon, crumbled
4 Frozen Hash brown patties
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
1/2 teaspoon dry mustard

Line an 8x8-inch baking dish with frozen hash browns. Sprinkle 
hash browns with crumbled sausage or bacon. Mix together 
eggs, milk, salt, pepper, and dry mustard. Pour over meat and 
hash browns. Top with grated cheddar cheese. Refrigerate over 
night. Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes to 1 hour. Serve hot.

EZ  Breakfast Casserole
EZ Breakfast Casserole recipe

Enjoy!

5017 Saratoga Blvd.
 Between Staples & Everhart

in Regal Plaza
Corpus Christi, TX 78413

361-992-7272(Papa)
WWW.PAPAMURPHYS.COM

Handmade…
Homebaked…

Voted America’s 
Best Pizza Chain
 7 years in a row

Fresh From 
YOUR Oven

Made fresh daily in our house,  
Baked when and how  

you like it in YOUR home
Phone 
ahead!

15% Military 
Discount 

on regular price 
items with I.D.

The first annual Corpus Christi  
Fitness Festival

10 am to 1 pm [near Bob Hall Pier]
Giveaways from Golds • Academy • Promotional Items 

Face painting and bouncy toys for kids • Wii fitness game
Horses on the beach

Contact us at
www.ccfitnessexpo.com

Come Join 
the 

Family Fun

Marsha Turner has been teaching for 
more than 40 years, but in January she’s going 
to hang it up.

For awhile. Maybe.
“We’re going to go traveling, that’s going 

to be our major thing for the next few years” 
she said about her retirement plans. 

“The fi rst thing we’re going to do is go to 
Cape Canaveral and see a Shuttle launch – this 
gives us the time in case there’s a delay.

“Then we want to go see the United 
States West, go to Italy.”

But she admits that she’ll probably also 
do volunteer work, do some writing, maybe 
help some people work on grants.

Turner is always looking for something 
new.

She’s been a major influence in the 
Starbase Atlantis science and math outreach 
program since it began at Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi in 2006.

So most people are surprised to learn she 
began her career as a history, social studies 
and English teacher in an inner city Detroit 
school.

But her wanderlust emerged early. 
From Detroit, she got hired by the Air 

Force to teach in Misawa, Japan.
While there, she met her husband-to-be, 

Bruce.
When they returned to the States, she 

found herself teaching in a small school in 
south Georgia, near the Florida border – a 

white teacher in what was still a segregated 
black school; one that was given short shrift 
by the school district.

But she made it work, often buying 
supplies from her own pocket.

A growing family and more moves had 
her working as a substitute teacher.

“I subbed for my youngest son’s fi rst day 
of high school,” she said.

Then, in Hawaii, she met Crystal 
Trujillo. 

Trujillo had just gotten the job to start 
a Starbase Atlantis there, and Turner had 
just lost a job, so they worked together for 
a short time.

Then Turner followed her husband to 
Washington D.C. and found herself working 
at the Navy Yard Starbase.

And by summer 2006, Trujillo had 
dragged her to Corpus Christi to open the 
Starbase here.

“We started it together,” Turner said. “At 
fi rst, it was just the two of us.”

One day recently, she was teaching a 
group of fi fth graders how to use the scientifi c 
method to determine how much fuel a rocket 
needs – using fi lm canisters, a long tube and 
Alka-Seltzer tablets!

“I never thought I ever would be teaching 
something as low as fi fth or sixth grade, but 
I’ve really enjoyed this,” she said. “I never 
thought I’d be a science teacher; I ended up 
loving it.

Starbase’s Marsha Turner to retire after four decades of teaching
Story and photo by Rod Hafemeister

“There’s absolutely nothing like the 
rush you get when you realize the kids are 
getting it.”

Starbase Atlantis falls under the Naval 
Education and Training Professional 
Development and Technology Center 
(NETPDTC).

In late November, Turner’s co-workers 
surprised her. They told her they had to all 
attend a teleconference with the folks from 
NETPDTC headquarters in Pensacola.

But when the conference began, the 
people on-screen held up the Civilian of the 
Quarter Award for the Fourth Quarter of 2009 
and told Turner they’d be shipping it to her 
right away.

And then joining her in the room were 
her husband and son.

“I can’t believe how sneaky you all 
were!” she said. “This is a real honor.”

But now, it’s time to move on and spend 
some quality time with the husband that has 
supported her as much as she’s supported 
him.

Looking back, Turner said it’s been a 
marvelous career.

“I loved it all – I love teaching,” she said. 
“Teaching has been fascinating.”

(right) Marsha Turner is as excited as 
the kids when an Alka-Seltzer rocket 
blasts up the launch tube in a Starbase 
Atlantis class.



December 31, 2009  Wingspan          Wingspan December 31, 2009    4 13

Three TW-4 pilots help with beautifi cation
by Lt. Bethany King, TW-4 PAO

Three former NROTC 
mates at the University of 
Minnesota combined their 
talents to create a mural and 
help beautify the T-34 Issue/
Maintenance spaces of Hangar 
56.

None of them have a 
structured art background, but 
they all do some sort of art as a 
hobby, whether it be drawing, 
sketching, painting, pottery, or 
design with computers. 

Although the idea for a 
mural came from Training Air 
Wing Four Commodore Capt. 
Dave Price, it was a totally 
voluntary effort on the part 
of the three young offi cers to 
make it happen. 

When they heard about 
the request for a mural to be 
painted for the maintenance 
space, they jumped at the 
opportunity to use their 
talents.

Their workspace was 
soon defined on the living 
room floor at Ensign Alex 
Bos’ house. 

When asked if each of 
them had a specific role in 
the creation of the mural, 

Bos answered, “We shared in 
all parts of the project from 
getting materials, creating 
the design, to sketching and 
painting.”

Thefi nal design shows two 
T-34C Turbomentors fl ying in 
formation over Corpus Christi 
Bay, with the USS Lexington 
in the background.

Bos is a graduate of the 
University of St. Thomas with 
a Business major,

He attended NROTC at 
the University of Minnesota. 

A newly winged aviator, 
Bos begins his training at 
VT-30, at Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville, in January. 

His partners in the mural 
were Ensign Jordan Stewart 
and Ensign Ryan Hagness.

Both are graduates of 
the University of Minnesota 
with Aerospace Engineering 
majors.

Stewart will begin his 
training at VT-31 in January. 

Hagness, a newly winged 
aviator, begins his training at 
VT-30 at NAS Jacksonville in 
January.

Ensign Alex Bos and Ensign Jordan Stewart hold up the mural that they, along with Ensign Ryan Hagness, 
created to be hung in the T-34 Issue/Maintenance spaces in Hangar 56. The mural shows two T-34Cs 
fl ying in formation over Corpus Christi Bay, with the USS Lexington, the Bay Bridge, and cityscape in 
the background.  Photo by AWSC (AW/NAC) Paul Hercl

ADVERTISE 
YOUR 

BUSINESS
In the next

issue of

WINGSPAN
361-814-0866

www.djyoungpublishing.com    

      YOUR DOLLAR 
HAS NEVER GONE      
               FURTHER.

*$1000 Customer Cash offer good on 2009 (and prior year) Roadliner and Stratoliner between 8/28/09 and 12/29/09. **Finance offer subject to credit approval, as low 
as 3.99% APR applies to purchases of new Raider, V Star 1300, & V Star 950 models and as low as 6.99% APR on all other new Star Motorcycles made on a Yamaha 
Installment Financing loan account from 8/28/09-12/29/09. Minimum contract length is 24 months and maximum length is 72 months. Minimum amount financed 
is $5,000. Fixed APR of 3.99%, 6.99%, 8.99%, 11.99% or 13.99% will be assigned based on credit approval criteria. Monthly payments per $1,000 financed based 
on 72 month term are $15.64 at 3.99%, $19.33 at 6.99%, $20.75 at 8.99%, $22.24 at 11.99% and $23.26 at 13.99%. ***$500 (MSRP) Free Customer Accessories 
offer good on 2009 (and prior year) V Star 650 and V Star 1300 between 10/1/09 and 11/30/09. Offer good only in TX; excludes all other states.Professional 
riders with advanced skills on closed course. Some models shown with optional accessories. Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation encourage you to ride 
safely and respect the environment. For further information regarding the MSF course, please call 1-800-446-9227. Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye 
protection, gloves and boots. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. ©2009 Yamaha Motor Corp., U.S.A. All rights reserved. StarMotorcycles.com

We build it. You make it your own.

UP TO
$1000CUSTOMER CASH

ON SELECT STAR MOTORCYCLES*

 AS LOW AS 3.99%

APR FOR 72 MONTHS**

AND
$500 (MSRP) ACCESSORIES OFFER

ON 2009 V STAR 650 
& V STAR 1300***

PLUS

2937 S.P.I.D.  • Corpus Christi
 (361) 852-7368

*1000 Customer Cash offer good on 2009 (and prior year) Roadliner and Stratoliner between 8/28/09 and 12/29/09. ** Finance offer subject to 
credit approval, as low as 3.99% APR applies to purchases of new Raider, V Star 1300, & V Star 950 models and as low as 6.99% APR on all other 
new Star Motorcycles made on a Yamaha Installment Financing loan account from 8/28/09-12/29/09. Minimum contract length is 24 months and 
maximum length is 72 months. Minimum amount financed is $5,000. Fixed APR of 3.99%, 6.99%, 8.99%, 11.99% or 13.99% will be assigned based 
on credit approval criteria. Monthly payments per $1000 financed based on 72 month term are $15.64 at 3.99%, $19.33 at 6.99%, 20.75 at 8.99%, 
$22.24 at 11.99% and $23.26 at 13.99%. ***$500 (MSRP) Free Customer Accessories offer good on 2009 (and prior year) V Star 650 and V Star 
1300 between 10/1/09 and 11/30/09. Offer good only TX; excludes all other states. Professional rider with advanced skills on closed course. Some 
models shown with optional accessories. Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation encourage you to ride safely and respect the environment. For 
further information regarding the MSF course, please call 1-800-446-9227. Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection, gloves and 
boots. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. ©2009 Yamaha Motor Corp., U.S.a. All rights reserved. StarMotorcycles.com

	
	
	

Two locations – Corpus Christi & Edinburg

Sign up today at www.coastalcycleacademy.com 
Call 558-5148 or stop by our office at Cycle Plaza • 2937 S.P.I.D.

We offer Basic & Experienced Rider Courses

UPON COMPLETION OF THE COURSE: 
Exempt from riding portion of the DPS test

10-15% off your motorcycle insurance
You can ride on the Base!

FREE WITH COURSE:  
Coastal Cycle Academy T-shirt 

10% off merchandise at Cycle Plaza  
 pictures, key chains, and other giveaways

if you’re 
not riding, 
you’re not 

living!

(West Campus) Old Brownsville Rd.  
& Airport Rd.

Earn your Class A CDL in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7 am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  
courses available

3Tuition reimbursement 
from sponsored companies

3Military tuition assistance available
3Government Grants 

3Job placement assistance

Del Mar College Transportation  
Training Services

Call NOW 
To Register

(361)  
698-2707

www.delmar.edu/trucking

CLASSIFIED
homES - SALE or LEASE

TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT:  6702 Ever-
hart, 2/1.5/2, covered patio,  all bills paid 
except electricity, NEW floors, 1,000 sq. 
ft., $825 per month.   774-8888
 
HOME FOR RENT:  Everhart/Woodridge.  
Exceptional interior, NEW Kitchen Tile 
Floors.  3/2/2  1,700 sq. ft.   $1,395 per 
month.  REMAX, Deb Walter 813-8398.

LEASE 2 OWN In Flour Bluff. 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, 2 Car Garage No Bank 
Qual.  $1,350 Mo. (361) 695-8999.

24/7  Wingspan on line at 
www.cnic.navy.mil/corpuschristi

Scroll down to the Wingspan Logo

NO phone calls please for classified ads

www.djyoungpublishing.com

to place a free or paid classified 
ad in the next edition  

of Wingspan
GO TO

Lose Weight. Make Money 
361-332-9294

……..Help! We need to Buy Homes.
Need 2 Sell a Home? Call (361) 232-4656
Same Day Offer.

SErvICES

serving nascc since 1967…
800-621-6980

HOMES FOR SALE
Visit www.grouponecc.com

 (search all properties)

(361) 991-9111 • Fax (361) 991-5865
5302 Everhart • Corpus Christi 78411

Some offering military discounts
4506 Moonlake Ridge  3/2/2 ............ $1300
5165 Middlecoff #8  1/1.5/2 ............... $875
124 Fulton (Portland) 3/2/2 ..............$1150
4833 French  3/2/2 ............................ $950
6529 Bobcat  3/2/2 .......................... $1400
2534 Dewberry  3/2/2 ...................... $1600
6614 Belvoir  3/3/2 .......................... $1800
6110-C Wilderock  2/2 .......................... $750
2414-B Capitan  2/1.5 .......................... $750

f
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r
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e
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s
e

Being relocated? For excellent service,  
let us put you in touch with one of our 

 “Leading Real Estate Companies of the World”  
in your new location.

pool

 

Photo by Rod Hafemeister

AE2 Thurgood Lane reenlists

AE2 (AW/SW) Thurgood Lane recieved the Oath of Enlistement from NASCC 
Executive Officer Cmdr. Bruce ‘Bo’ Lankford in a Dec. 21 reenlistment 
ceremony.

Waterfront Condo for rent on the island. 
Lg 1 bdrm, 1 bath, corner unit on ground 
level. washer / dryer-fully furnished. Large 
deck and lighted pier with best water view. 
$950.00/mo. Call Dan @ 361-813-5904.
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‘Third time is a charm’ for Texas A&M Corpus Christi Class
by Barbie Baker

Who ever said negative things happen in 
“threes” obviously never spent any time with 
the Professor of the Business Leadership and 
Managerial Effectiveness class at Texas A&M 
Corpus Christi! 

For the third consecutive year, Dr. Karen 
Middleton of TAMUCC and her fall semester 
students partnered with the Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi Ombudsman program on troop 
support projects for their annual class Service 
Learning Project.

Due to the hard work and dedication 
of this group of students, more than 100 
deployed service members received Christmas 
care packages.

And the NASCC Ombudsman is stocked 
with 25 “Community Appreciation Baskets” 
to be presented to our brave Sailors when they 
return from deployments. 

The class worked in  ve small groups to 
seek donations from community businesses 
and individuals while sharing leadership 
responsibilities for their group. 

Each year,  the numbers of care 
packages and baskets this class produces has 
increased. 

The 2009 class in-kind and monetary 
donations reached approximately $8,000 
combined.

The close of each semester’s project is 
celebrated on “Presentation Night” on the last 

night of class. This year, it was held Dec. 9.
Each group presents its project and 

explains the goals, challenges, successes, and 
personal insights of the experience. 

The common theme in the student’s 
personal re ections is of a new appreciation 
for the service and sacri ce of our brave 
military.

As the outgoing NASCC Ombudsman, 
I want to give a huge “Thank You!” to Dr. 
Middleton and her students and the Corpus 
Christi community for their generous support 
of our service members.

I also want to express my special 
appreciation to NASCC Executive Of cer 
Cmdr. Bo Lankford, for being the guest 
speaker and awards presenter for the second 
year.

I also want to recognize Bob Torres, 
NASCC Public  Affairs  Officer,  for 
photographing the presentations for all 
three years; the Piece Maker’s by the Bay 
of Rockport, for the beautiful hand made 
patriotic quilts for the last two years; and 
the following for their generous donations 
for postage: Navy League Corpus Christi, 
NASCC Chief’s Mess, NASCC First Class 
Petty Of cers’ Association, and my personal 
family and friends.

I am looking FOURward to next year!

(left) Cmdr. Bruce ‘Bo’ Lankford, Naval Air Station Corpus Christi Executive 
Of cer, presents a U.S. Navy Community Service Certi cate to Dr. Karen 
Middleton for her support of the Ombudsman program through her class at 
Texas A&M Corpus Christi. (right) Outgoing NASCC Ombudsman Barbie 
Baker examines the certi cate with Middleton. Photos by Bob Torres

Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA
5314 Everhart, Suite A
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102
Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
www.annaashleyddspa.com

Now accepting:
MetLife  •  United Concordia

CompBenefits  •  GEHA

For our dental phobics we offer:
• Nitrous oxide gas
• Conscious sedation (pills)
All the comforts of home including:  
• Blankets and pillows  
• Walkmans 
• Warm towels 

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

Tooth-colored fillings
Tooth whitening
Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards
Root canals
Non-surgical gum therapy

Keep the Sparkle in Your Smile!

CLASSIFIED
vEhICLES For SALE

FOR SALE:  2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 
15,500 miles, Super Sporty, Keyless 
Entry, Charcoal Grey, Factory Warranty, 
$16,500 Must sell due to growing family. 
Call (361) 443-7402 or 361-992-1712.

FOR SALE:  08 Trail-Lite Travel Trailer, 
21 Ft, like new. Pull with SUV or 1/2 ton 
truck. Has TV/Stereo/DVD, queen bed, 
showerw/tub, awning, $10,800, info 361-
387-6161.

FOR SALE: 1990 MasterCraft Tristar 190 
ski boat, 19’6” long, Ford 351 Windsor 
engine, 850 hours, White/Teal. Wake 
post, Bimini Top, M/C trailer. $6,000. Jay: 
(229) 269-6027.

For Sale. Large octagon hot tub shell. 
Perfect for an in-ground fishpond. $100 
and it's yours. 814-0855 or 815-0496.

For Sale. Black shinny LCD TV table, 
black glass, concealed wires. Tv can hang 
or sit on the table HDMI and sound cables 
included. $100 call 290-5181.

For Sale; 19 cu. foot whirlpool fridge 
w/ internal water and ice maker in great 
condition asking 300.00. Contact Mike @ 
512.468.3003.

FOR SALE:  NFL Jerseys, LV handbag  
- call 442-0592.

hELP NEEDED
Local Tejano band looking for an experienced 
soundman. Julian Ortiz at 361-229-3811 or 
Manuel Ortiz at 361-229-2126 for further 
information.

ItEmS For SALE

AM2 Eagle (and family) re-up

NASCC Commanding Of cer Capt. Randy Pierson presents Certi cates of 
Appreciation to AM2 Katrishia Eagle’s husband Thomas and son Tommy at her 
Dec. 18 reenlistment. The family will be moving soon to Eagle’s new assignment 
in Japan. Photo by Rod Hafemeister

24/7  Wingspan on line at 
www.cnic.navy.mil/corpuschristi

Scroll down to the Wingspan Logo
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10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

Recommended Service

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

If you care about her…
encourage regular check-ups.

Obstetrics  •  Gynecology  •  Infertility

For Appointment or Information

851-5000
www.ccwomensclinic.com

For Appointment or Information:
 851-5000

Toll Free: 1-877-851-5000
www.ccwomensclinic.com

Bay Area Hospital • 7121 S.P.I.D.

We Proudly Welcome
Theressa James Nowitzky M.D.

78
51

77

Corpus Christi Women’s Clinic 
is a full service women’s health 

physician practice serving 
the Coastal Bend since 1981.

“Promoting Healthy Living for 
Today’s Woman”

Complete Care in Obstetrics,  
Gynecology & Infertility
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Know 
Kids

SOUTHSIDE ALAMEDA BAY AREA CALALLEN PORTLAND
992-6458 855-7346 985-1418 241-9541 643-2518
5945 Saratoga 3435 S. Alameda 7121 SPID 13725 NW Blvd 1029 W. Hwy 181
Across from Next to In the Bay Area Across from In the
Spohn Hospital Driscoll Children’s Medical Office Calallen High Crescent Center
South Hospital Building School Building

That’s why so many parents 
choose the Children’s 
Clinic. Our experience and 
compassion allow you to take 
comfort in knowing that your 
child is receiving the best care 
possible. We’ve been doing 
this since 1952. We know a 
thing or two about kids.  
Come by any of our five 
convenient locations and see 
for yourself.

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla español. We take 
all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and Aetna. A  Medicaid 
Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

www.thechildrensclinic.com  •  Since 1952

Though we are fortunate to live where a 
really cold day may be in the high 30 or 40’s 
and the need for supplementary heat in our 
homes is less likely, it is still important to be 
aware of the potential  re hazards associated 
with cold weather. 

As I write this article, it is in the low 
50’s, following one of our  rst signi cant 
cold fronts of the season. 

My  rst thought as the front approached 
is that our  re ghters were very likely going 
to be responding off-base to a  re involving 
the use of a space heater. 

A few factors increase the likelihood 
of home  res, and the  rst cold snap and 
residents’ need to stay warm often precipitates 
an increase in  res.

Frequently, those  res occur in older 
homes and mobile homes that may not have 
central heat and air conditioning. 

The culprit often is careless use of a 
space heater.

According to a newly released National 
Fire Protection Association study, heating 
equipment was involved in an estimated 
64,100 reported home structure  res in the 
United States in 2006. 

The study includes  res associated with 
chimneys and chimney connectors, space 
heaters, central heating, fireplaces, water 
heaters and heat tape. 

These  res accounted for 16 percent of 
all home  res and were responsible for an 
estimated 540 deaths, roughly 1,400 injuries 
and $943 million in direct property damage.

Although space heaters, excluding 
 replaces and chimneys, were responsible 
for 30 percent of home heating  res, they 
accounted for 73 percent of  re deaths related 
to home heating. 

Space heaters also were responsible for 
58 percent of injuries and 51 percent of the 
associated property damage. 

Space heaters are a greater  re risk than 
central heating systems – they tend to be 
closer to household combustibles and people 
occupying the home, and they tend to require 
a more direct role by occupants in fueling, 
maintenance, and operation.

Even so, any widely used heating device 
can be used safely, if the rules of safety are 
followed.

NFPA suggests the following for safe 
heating:

Maintain a three-foot separation 
between things that can burn and 
heating equipment. 
Make sure a space heater carries 
the mark of an independent testing 
laboratory and is legal for use in your 
community. (Some communities do 
not permit portable kerosene heaters, 
for example.) 
Install your stationary ( xed) space 
heater according to manufacturer’s 
instructions or applicable codes. 
Better yet, have it installed by a 
professional. 

•

•

•

Use space heaters safely - or don’t 
use them at all
by NASCC Fire Chief John Morris

Plug your electric-powered space 
heater into an outlet with suf cient 
capacity and never into an extension 
cord. 
Use the proper grade of the proper 
fuel for your liquid-fueled space 
heater, and never use gasoline in 
any heater not approved for gasoline 
use. 
Refuel only in a well-ventilated area 
and when the equipment is cool. 
Use only dry, seasoned wood in a 
fireplace or wood stove to avoid 
build-up of creosote, an oily deposit 
that accounts for most chimney  res 
and the largest share of home heating 
 res generally. 
Use only paper or kindling wood, 
not a  ammable liquid, to start the 
fire. Do not use artificial logs in 
wood stoves. 
Use a sturdy fireplace screen to 
prevent sparks from  ying into the 
room. 
Allow ashes to cool before disposing 
in a metal container kept a safe 
distance from your home. 
Turn off space heaters when the 
room is unoccupied or when 
manufacturer’s instructions say 
they should be turned off. 
Portable space heaters are so easy 
to knock over in the dark that they 
should be turned off when you go 
to bed, but make sure your primary 
heating equipment for bedrooms is 
suf cient to avoid risks to residents 
from severe cold. 
Do not use your oven to heat your 
home. 
Make sure fuel-burning equipment is 
vented outside, venting is kept clear 
and unobstructed, and the exit point 
properly sealed around the vent to 
avoid deadly carbon monoxide build 
up in the home. 
Inspect all heating equipment 
annually, and clean as necessary. 
Test smoke alarms monthly; install a 
carbon monoxide alarm in a central 
location outside each sleeping 
area.

Follow these basic safety rules and you 
you can stay warm without running the risk 
of a  re.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

NHCCC CMC Hodges retires

Master Chief Hospital Corpsman (SW/AW/FMF) Clarence Hodges (left) during 
his retirement ceremony Dec. 11, received the Meritorious Service Medal for 
his leadership role as Command Master Chief, mentoring 223 Sailors, at Naval 
Health Clinic Corpus Christi. NHCCC CO Capt. Randy Kelley made the 
presentation. Hodges is from Troy, Ala., enlisted in the Navy in 1982 and earned 
a Master’s Degree from Webster University. Hodges and his family will reside 
in San Antonio. Photo by Bill Love, NHCCC PAO
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Come Stay With Us

Hotel Amenities
•	Business	King	rooms	with	microfridge
•	Fitness	center
•	Speaker	phones	with	voice	mail
•	Free	high-speed	wireless	internet		
•	Free	local	calls
•	Outdoor	pool

Red Roof Inn & Suites Corpus Christi
3030	Buffalo	St.	•	I-37	&	Nueces	Bay	Blvd.

(361)	888-7663

www.redroofcorpus.com

•	25”	TVs	with	expanded	programming
•	Kids	under	17	stay	free	when	travel-

ing with their parent or guardian
•	Pets	allowed;	additional charge may apply
•	Extended	stay	rooms	available	with	
fully-equipped	kitchens	

•	Business	center	on-site

$68.99oo
Per Night - Red Roof Inn Corpus Christi

I-37 & Nueces Bay Blvd.
Based on Availability - Expires Dec. 31, 2009

Must show Military I.D. for special coupon rate

+tax 
(1-2 persons)

The Military Spouse Career Initiative is designed 
to advance military spouses into portable careers 
by providing them with education and training in 
high-growth, high-demand occupations. Career 
Advancement Accounts are flexible education 
funding accounts with money that can be used to 
pay expenses directly related to post-secondary 

education and training, including tuition, fees, books, 
equipment, etc. The Department of Labor (DOL) and the 
Department of Defense (DOD) are pushing this initiative in 
eight states.

Call Tim Teas
reMax Metro Properties

361-739-0151 
Visit our Island Location and get a free  

list of homes for sale or rent.
14725 s. Padre Island Drive

361-949-7362

Relocating? Looking for a job or career? Find the nearest base Family Readiness Center and One-Stop 
Career Center. Use employment resources for job search tips and military family focused job banks. Search 
for military family focused scholarships, education and training resources, and the Career Advancement 
programs. MilSpouse Career Coach will help you to find information you need.

Finding new career opportunities 
within the real estate industry for 
military spouses, career military 
retirees and injured soldiers.

Visit operationremax.com where you can also view MilitaryHOMEFRONT 
and Military OneSource for additional information and 24/7 support.

Take Charge of Your Career

2	7/16”	x	2	3/4”

5026 Deepwood Cir. Corpus Christi, Tx 854-2278
2150 W. Wheeler Aransas Pass, Tx 758-5199

114 Lang Rd. Portland, Tx  643-8243

www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

1811 Broadway (aka Fulton Beach Rd.) Rockport, Tx 729-8777

Humpal
Physical
Therapy
& Sports
Medicine
Centers

(also located in Calallen & Alice)

We	Proudly	Support	Our	Military!

We are the world leader in 
nutritional cleansing. Call today  

and start living the best life

361-561-5230

Do all this for free!!
Want to know more? 

Don’t wait!

Want to transform 
your life? 

Have the courage to make the call, 
because one call could change it all.

lose Weight? more energy?  
sleep Better?

Certificate in Ministry Training 
Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Master of Divinity

You will find our class schedule on our  
Web Site at www.stscs.org

Come see us at 7000 Ocean Drive,  
just past TAMU-CC,  or call us at 991-9403

The South Texas SCHOOL of 
CHRISTIAN STUDIES

offers a variety of academic opportunities in association with 
Howard Payne University and Logsdon School of Theology at 
Hardin-Simmons University. If you are interested in a Christian 
Studies education from a fully accredited SACS and ATS institution 
here in Corpus Christi come see us. Our tuition is remarkably 
reasonable, our professors are eminently qualified, and our location 
is convenient. Many of our classes are taught in the evening,  
typically one night a week.

Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees

Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

Charles C. smith
Attorney	at	Law

Former	Judge	Advocate	US	Navy

•	 Personal	Injury
•	 Car	Accidents
•	 Divorce
•	 Bankruptcy	7	-	13
•	 Child	Custody
•	 Merit	System	Protection	Board
•	 Sexual	Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Personal Injury • Criminal Law
Auto Accidents • Divorce
DWI • Wills and Probate

Immigration

2818 S. Port
Corpus Christi, Texas

 (361) 881-8509
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Gerald G. Villarreal
Attorney at Law

CCAD Employee 1991-2001

• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate

• Military Law
• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense

9708 S.P.I.D., SuIte A-101 • CORPuS ChRIStI  
(361) 937-5513  •  toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed	by	the	Supreme	Court	of	Texas
Former	President	of	the	Corpus	Christi	Family Law Association	(1999-2000)

“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

Selected	as	a	Texas	“Super	Lawyer”	in	November	2003,	October	2004,	and	October	2005	issues	of	Texas Monthly

William a. Thau iii, P.C.

Orlando Urbina, L.M.T., Veteran 	

Universal Hands 
Massage Therapy

“Where massage is 
not just a luxury,  
but a way of life”

Senior Citizens, Students, Military and  
Police Officers are eligible for Discounts 
on 1 hour and 1½ hour massages.

529 Clifford (6 Points) • 361-887-0772
www.universalhandsmassage.com

½ Hour - $20
1 Hour - $40
1½ Hours - $60
Hot Stone 1½ Hour - $75

Hours
Tues-Fri 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm
6pm-8pm by Request

Thrifts & Gifts
Catholic Thrift Store

Stop by or check the  
website at www.thriftsandgifts.org.

50% Sale 
1st Friday and Saturday of Month
and 3rd Saturday of the month

9902	S.P.I.D.	-	Flour	Bluff
361-937-1197

Store Hours:
Tuesday	thru	Saturday
10	am	-	5	pm

Corpus Christi Army Depot 
$603,789 

 
Defense Distribution Depot – Corpus 

Christi 
$20,527 

 
Federal Aviation Administration 

$21,087 
 
Federal Bureau of Prisons – Three 

Rivers, Texas 
$31,541 

 
Miscellaneous Federal Agencies 

$25,370 
 
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi 

$63,325 
 
Naval Air Station Kingsville 

$17,035 
 
Naval Health Clinic Corpus Christi 

$29,160 
 
COMOMAG 

$1,607 
 
Naval Station Ingleside 

$4,125 
 
Training Air Wing Four 

$69,138 
 

Training Air Wing Two 
$19,011 

 
United States Postal Service 

$39,067 
 
United States Coast Guard Sector 

Corpus Christi 
$24,503 

 
Customs & Border Protection – Air 

& Marine 
$32,353 

 
U.S. Army Research, Development and 

Engineering Command 
$18,699 

 
U.S. Border Patrol 

$76,480

CFC final tops  
$1.09 million

The  nal numbers for the 2009 Coastal 
Bend Area Combined Federal Campaign 
are even better than they looked a few 
weeks ago: The total amount raised was 
$1,096,817 – demolishing the 2008 record 
of $1,030,799.

CFC Director Shannon Chaves announced 
the total at a Dec. 10 victory luncheon for the 
loaned executives and key workers from the 
various federal agencies.

“What an incredible year!” she said.
The chart below lists the total raised by 

each agency as of Dec. 9.

CCAD’s Sgt. Maj. Beckman retires

Sgt. Maj. Charles Beckman (r.) receives his retirement certi cate from Col. Joe 
Dunaway, Commander Corpus Christi Army Depot, at his Dec. 9 retirement 
after 30 years in the Army, including serving as CCAD’s senior enlisted since 
July 2006. Other honors included the Order of St. Michael and Legion of Merit 
for his service to the Army and local community. “It’s been great working with 
all the folks at the depot,” Beckman said. “These are some of the best employees 
I’ve ever seen in my 30 years.” Photo by Ed Mickley, CCAD PAO
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Party Time!

December means Party Season at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi. Dancing 
was the order of the evening for the NASCC Holiday Party (top left) and NEX 
Holiday Party (second from top, left), while Breakfast with Santa was held at 
the Child Development Center (third from top, left) and the USO held a Holiday 
Lunch (below left). NASCC  re ghters brought ‘Big Luis’ to the CDC to present 
the kids with the karaoke machine Luis won during the Halloween Spooktober 
costume contest (above right). And NASCC Commanding Of cer Capt. Randy 
Pierson demonstrated his coffee bar barista skills at a headquarters holiday 
brunch.  

Photos by Bob Torres (1, 2, 3), Maria Bullock (4) and Rod Hafemeister (5, 6).

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi frocked three new patty of cers and advanced four others on Dec. 10. Pictured with NASCC 
Commanding Of cer Capt. Randy Pierson, from left, are: AC2 Christopher Smith, RP2 William McCall, MA3 Kyle Beisel, ET2 
Mark McRea, AC3 Omowale Browne, MA2 Corrina Saylor and AC3 Brittany Dietert.

NASCC’s new Second and Third Class Petty Of cers

Photo by Rod Hafemeister

Congratulations

Embry Riddle Fall 2009 Graduation

The Fall 2009 graduating class of Embry Riddle University held its commencment on the USS Lexington Dec. 18.
Photo by Maria Bullock
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Come Stay With Us

Hotel Amenities
•	Business	King	rooms	with	microfridge
•	Fitness	center
•	Speaker	phones	with	voice	mail
•	Free	high-speed	wireless	internet		
•	Free	local	calls
•	Outdoor	pool

Red Roof Inn & Suites Corpus Christi
3030	Buffalo	St.	•	I-37	&	Nueces	Bay	Blvd.

(361)	888-7663

www.redroofcorpus.com

•	25”	TVs	with	expanded	programming
•	Kids	under	17	stay	free	when	travel-

ing with their parent or guardian
•	Pets	allowed;	additional charge may apply
•	Extended	stay	rooms	available	with	
fully-equipped	kitchens	

•	Business	center	on-site

$68.99oo
Per Night - Red Roof Inn Corpus Christi

I-37 & Nueces Bay Blvd.
Based on Availability - Expires Dec. 31, 2009

Must show Military I.D. for special coupon rate

+tax 
(1-2 persons)

The Military Spouse Career Initiative is designed 
to advance military spouses into portable careers 
by providing them with education and training in 
high-growth, high-demand occupations. Career 
Advancement Accounts are flexible education 
funding accounts with money that can be used to 
pay expenses directly related to post-secondary 

education and training, including tuition, fees, books, 
equipment, etc. The Department of Labor (DOL) and the 
Department of Defense (DOD) are pushing this initiative in 
eight states.

Call Tim Teas
reMax Metro Properties

361-739-0151 
Visit our Island Location and get a free  

list of homes for sale or rent.
14725 s. Padre Island Drive

361-949-7362

Relocating? Looking for a job or career? Find the nearest base Family Readiness Center and One-Stop 
Career Center. Use employment resources for job search tips and military family focused job banks. Search 
for military family focused scholarships, education and training resources, and the Career Advancement 
programs. MilSpouse Career Coach will help you to find information you need.

Finding new career opportunities 
within the real estate industry for 
military spouses, career military 
retirees and injured soldiers.

Visit operationremax.com where you can also view MilitaryHOMEFRONT 
and Military OneSource for additional information and 24/7 support.

Take Charge of Your Career

2	7/16”	x	2	3/4”

5026 Deepwood Cir. Corpus Christi, Tx 854-2278
2150 W. Wheeler Aransas Pass, Tx 758-5199

114 Lang Rd. Portland, Tx  643-8243

www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

1811 Broadway (aka Fulton Beach Rd.) Rockport, Tx 729-8777

Humpal
Physical
Therapy
& Sports
Medicine
Centers

(also located in Calallen & Alice)

We	Proudly	Support	Our	Military!

We are the world leader in 
nutritional cleansing. Call today  

and start living the best life

361-561-5230

Do all this for free!!
Want to know more? 

Don’t wait!

Want to transform 
your life? 

Have the courage to make the call, 
because one call could change it all.

lose Weight? more energy?  
sleep Better?

Certificate in Ministry Training 
Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Master of Divinity

You will find our class schedule on our  
Web Site at www.stscs.org

Come see us at 7000 Ocean Drive,  
just past TAMU-CC,  or call us at 991-9403

The South Texas SCHOOL of 
CHRISTIAN STUDIES

offers a variety of academic opportunities in association with 
Howard Payne University and Logsdon School of Theology at 
Hardin-Simmons University. If you are interested in a Christian 
Studies education from a fully accredited SACS and ATS institution 
here in Corpus Christi come see us. Our tuition is remarkably 
reasonable, our professors are eminently qualified, and our location 
is convenient. Many of our classes are taught in the evening,  
typically one night a week.

Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees

Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

Charles C. smith
Attorney	at	Law

Former	Judge	Advocate	US	Navy

•	 Personal	Injury
•	 Car	Accidents
•	 Divorce
•	 Bankruptcy	7	-	13
•	 Child	Custody
•	 Merit	System	Protection	Board
•	 Sexual	Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Personal Injury • Criminal Law
Auto Accidents • Divorce
DWI • Wills and Probate

Immigration

2818 S. Port
Corpus Christi, Texas

 (361) 881-8509
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Gerald G. Villarreal
Attorney at Law

CCAD Employee 1991-2001

• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate

• Military Law
• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense

9708 S.P.I.D., SuIte A-101 • CORPuS ChRIStI  
(361) 937-5513  •  toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed	by	the	Supreme	Court	of	Texas
Former	President	of	the	Corpus	Christi	Family Law Association	(1999-2000)

“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

Selected	as	a	Texas	“Super	Lawyer”	in	November	2003,	October	2004,	and	October	2005	issues	of	Texas Monthly

William a. Thau iii, P.C.

Orlando Urbina, L.M.T., Veteran 	

Universal Hands 
Massage Therapy

“Where massage is 
not just a luxury,  
but a way of life”

Senior Citizens, Students, Military and  
Police Officers are eligible for Discounts 
on 1 hour and 1½ hour massages.

529 Clifford (6 Points) • 361-887-0772
www.universalhandsmassage.com

½ Hour - $20
1 Hour - $40
1½ Hours - $60
Hot Stone 1½ Hour - $75

Hours
Tues-Fri 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm
6pm-8pm by Request

Thrifts & Gifts
Catholic Thrift Store

Stop by or check the  
website at www.thriftsandgifts.org.

50% Sale 
1st Friday and Saturday of Month
and 3rd Saturday of the month

9902	S.P.I.D.	-	Flour	Bluff
361-937-1197

Store Hours:
Tuesday	thru	Saturday
10	am	-	5	pm

Corpus Christi Army Depot 
$603,789 

 
Defense Distribution Depot – Corpus 

Christi 
$20,527 

 
Federal Aviation Administration 

$21,087 
 
Federal Bureau of Prisons – Three 

Rivers, Texas 
$31,541 

 
Miscellaneous Federal Agencies 

$25,370 
 
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi 

$63,325 
 
Naval Air Station Kingsville 

$17,035 
 
Naval Health Clinic Corpus Christi 

$29,160 
 
COMOMAG 

$1,607 
 
Naval Station Ingleside 

$4,125 
 
Training Air Wing Four 

$69,138 
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$19,011 

 
United States Postal Service 
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United States Coast Guard Sector 
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$24,503 

 
Customs & Border Protection – Air 

& Marine 
$32,353 

 
U.S. Army Research, Development and 

Engineering Command 
$18,699 

 
U.S. Border Patrol 

$76,480

CFC final tops  
$1.09 million

The  nal numbers for the 2009 Coastal 
Bend Area Combined Federal Campaign 
are even better than they looked a few 
weeks ago: The total amount raised was 
$1,096,817 – demolishing the 2008 record 
of $1,030,799.

CFC Director Shannon Chaves announced 
the total at a Dec. 10 victory luncheon for the 
loaned executives and key workers from the 
various federal agencies.

“What an incredible year!” she said.
The chart below lists the total raised by 

each agency as of Dec. 9.

CCAD’s Sgt. Maj. Beckman retires

Sgt. Maj. Charles Beckman (r.) receives his retirement certi cate from Col. Joe 
Dunaway, Commander Corpus Christi Army Depot, at his Dec. 9 retirement 
after 30 years in the Army, including serving as CCAD’s senior enlisted since 
July 2006. Other honors included the Order of St. Michael and Legion of Merit 
for his service to the Army and local community. “It’s been great working with 
all the folks at the depot,” Beckman said. “These are some of the best employees 
I’ve ever seen in my 30 years.” Photo by Ed Mickley, CCAD PAO
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10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

Recommended Service

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

If you care about her…
encourage regular check-ups.

Obstetrics  •  Gynecology  •  Infertility

For Appointment or Information

851-5000
www.ccwomensclinic.com

For Appointment or Information:
 851-5000

Toll Free: 1-877-851-5000
www.ccwomensclinic.com

Bay Area Hospital • 7121 S.P.I.D.

We Proudly Welcome
Theressa James Nowitzky M.D.

78
51

77

Corpus Christi Women’s Clinic 
is a full service women’s health 

physician practice serving 
the Coastal Bend since 1981.

“Promoting Healthy Living for 
Today’s Woman”

Complete Care in Obstetrics,  
Gynecology & Infertility
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SOUTHSIDE ALAMEDA BAY AREA CALALLEN PORTLAND
992-6458 855-7346 985-1418 241-9541 643-2518
5945 Saratoga 3435 S. Alameda 7121 SPID 13725 NW Blvd 1029 W. Hwy 181
Across from Next to In the Bay Area Across from In the
Spohn Hospital Driscoll Children’s Medical Office Calallen High Crescent Center
South Hospital Building School Building

That’s why so many parents 
choose the Children’s 
Clinic. Our experience and 
compassion allow you to take 
comfort in knowing that your 
child is receiving the best care 
possible. We’ve been doing 
this since 1952. We know a 
thing or two about kids.  
Come by any of our five 
convenient locations and see 
for yourself.

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla español. We take 
all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and Aetna. A  Medicaid 
Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

www.thechildrensclinic.com  •  Since 1952

Though we are fortunate to live where a 
really cold day may be in the high 30 or 40’s 
and the need for supplementary heat in our 
homes is less likely, it is still important to be 
aware of the potential  re hazards associated 
with cold weather. 

As I write this article, it is in the low 
50’s, following one of our  rst signi cant 
cold fronts of the season. 

My  rst thought as the front approached 
is that our  re ghters were very likely going 
to be responding off-base to a  re involving 
the use of a space heater. 

A few factors increase the likelihood 
of home  res, and the  rst cold snap and 
residents’ need to stay warm often precipitates 
an increase in  res.

Frequently, those  res occur in older 
homes and mobile homes that may not have 
central heat and air conditioning. 

The culprit often is careless use of a 
space heater.

According to a newly released National 
Fire Protection Association study, heating 
equipment was involved in an estimated 
64,100 reported home structure  res in the 
United States in 2006. 

The study includes  res associated with 
chimneys and chimney connectors, space 
heaters, central heating, fireplaces, water 
heaters and heat tape. 

These  res accounted for 16 percent of 
all home  res and were responsible for an 
estimated 540 deaths, roughly 1,400 injuries 
and $943 million in direct property damage.

Although space heaters, excluding 
 replaces and chimneys, were responsible 
for 30 percent of home heating  res, they 
accounted for 73 percent of  re deaths related 
to home heating. 

Space heaters also were responsible for 
58 percent of injuries and 51 percent of the 
associated property damage. 

Space heaters are a greater  re risk than 
central heating systems – they tend to be 
closer to household combustibles and people 
occupying the home, and they tend to require 
a more direct role by occupants in fueling, 
maintenance, and operation.

Even so, any widely used heating device 
can be used safely, if the rules of safety are 
followed.

NFPA suggests the following for safe 
heating:

Maintain a three-foot separation 
between things that can burn and 
heating equipment. 
Make sure a space heater carries 
the mark of an independent testing 
laboratory and is legal for use in your 
community. (Some communities do 
not permit portable kerosene heaters, 
for example.) 
Install your stationary ( xed) space 
heater according to manufacturer’s 
instructions or applicable codes. 
Better yet, have it installed by a 
professional. 

•

•

•

Use space heaters safely - or don’t 
use them at all
by NASCC Fire Chief John Morris

Plug your electric-powered space 
heater into an outlet with suf cient 
capacity and never into an extension 
cord. 
Use the proper grade of the proper 
fuel for your liquid-fueled space 
heater, and never use gasoline in 
any heater not approved for gasoline 
use. 
Refuel only in a well-ventilated area 
and when the equipment is cool. 
Use only dry, seasoned wood in a 
fireplace or wood stove to avoid 
build-up of creosote, an oily deposit 
that accounts for most chimney  res 
and the largest share of home heating 
 res generally. 
Use only paper or kindling wood, 
not a  ammable liquid, to start the 
fire. Do not use artificial logs in 
wood stoves. 
Use a sturdy fireplace screen to 
prevent sparks from  ying into the 
room. 
Allow ashes to cool before disposing 
in a metal container kept a safe 
distance from your home. 
Turn off space heaters when the 
room is unoccupied or when 
manufacturer’s instructions say 
they should be turned off. 
Portable space heaters are so easy 
to knock over in the dark that they 
should be turned off when you go 
to bed, but make sure your primary 
heating equipment for bedrooms is 
suf cient to avoid risks to residents 
from severe cold. 
Do not use your oven to heat your 
home. 
Make sure fuel-burning equipment is 
vented outside, venting is kept clear 
and unobstructed, and the exit point 
properly sealed around the vent to 
avoid deadly carbon monoxide build 
up in the home. 
Inspect all heating equipment 
annually, and clean as necessary. 
Test smoke alarms monthly; install a 
carbon monoxide alarm in a central 
location outside each sleeping 
area.

Follow these basic safety rules and you 
you can stay warm without running the risk 
of a  re.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

NHCCC CMC Hodges retires

Master Chief Hospital Corpsman (SW/AW/FMF) Clarence Hodges (left) during 
his retirement ceremony Dec. 11, received the Meritorious Service Medal for 
his leadership role as Command Master Chief, mentoring 223 Sailors, at Naval 
Health Clinic Corpus Christi. NHCCC CO Capt. Randy Kelley made the 
presentation. Hodges is from Troy, Ala., enlisted in the Navy in 1982 and earned 
a Master’s Degree from Webster University. Hodges and his family will reside 
in San Antonio. Photo by Bill Love, NHCCC PAO
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‘Third time is a charm’ for Texas A&M Corpus Christi Class
by Barbie Baker

Who ever said negative things happen in 
“threes” obviously never spent any time with 
the Professor of the Business Leadership and 
Managerial Effectiveness class at Texas A&M 
Corpus Christi! 

For the third consecutive year, Dr. Karen 
Middleton of TAMUCC and her fall semester 
students partnered with the Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi Ombudsman program on troop 
support projects for their annual class Service 
Learning Project.

Due to the hard work and dedication 
of this group of students, more than 100 
deployed service members received Christmas 
care packages.

And the NASCC Ombudsman is stocked 
with 25 “Community Appreciation Baskets” 
to be presented to our brave Sailors when they 
return from deployments. 

The class worked in  ve small groups to 
seek donations from community businesses 
and individuals while sharing leadership 
responsibilities for their group. 

Each year,  the numbers of care 
packages and baskets this class produces has 
increased. 

The 2009 class in-kind and monetary 
donations reached approximately $8,000 
combined.

The close of each semester’s project is 
celebrated on “Presentation Night” on the last 

night of class. This year, it was held Dec. 9.
Each group presents its project and 

explains the goals, challenges, successes, and 
personal insights of the experience. 

The common theme in the student’s 
personal re ections is of a new appreciation 
for the service and sacri ce of our brave 
military.

As the outgoing NASCC Ombudsman, 
I want to give a huge “Thank You!” to Dr. 
Middleton and her students and the Corpus 
Christi community for their generous support 
of our service members.

I also want to express my special 
appreciation to NASCC Executive Of cer 
Cmdr. Bo Lankford, for being the guest 
speaker and awards presenter for the second 
year.

I also want to recognize Bob Torres, 
NASCC Public  Affairs  Officer,  for 
photographing the presentations for all 
three years; the Piece Maker’s by the Bay 
of Rockport, for the beautiful hand made 
patriotic quilts for the last two years; and 
the following for their generous donations 
for postage: Navy League Corpus Christi, 
NASCC Chief’s Mess, NASCC First Class 
Petty Of cers’ Association, and my personal 
family and friends.

I am looking FOURward to next year!

(left) Cmdr. Bruce ‘Bo’ Lankford, Naval Air Station Corpus Christi Executive 
Of cer, presents a U.S. Navy Community Service Certi cate to Dr. Karen 
Middleton for her support of the Ombudsman program through her class at 
Texas A&M Corpus Christi. (right) Outgoing NASCC Ombudsman Barbie 
Baker examines the certi cate with Middleton. Photos by Bob Torres

Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA
5314 Everhart, Suite A
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102
Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
www.annaashleyddspa.com

Now accepting:
MetLife  •  United Concordia

CompBenefits  •  GEHA

For our dental phobics we offer:
• Nitrous oxide gas
• Conscious sedation (pills)
All the comforts of home including:  
• Blankets and pillows  
• Walkmans 
• Warm towels 

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

Tooth-colored fillings
Tooth whitening
Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards
Root canals
Non-surgical gum therapy

Keep the Sparkle in Your Smile!

CLASSIFIED
vEhICLES For SALE

FOR SALE:  2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 
15,500 miles, Super Sporty, Keyless 
Entry, Charcoal Grey, Factory Warranty, 
$16,500 Must sell due to growing family. 
Call (361) 443-7402 or 361-992-1712.

FOR SALE:  08 Trail-Lite Travel Trailer, 
21 Ft, like new. Pull with SUV or 1/2 ton 
truck. Has TV/Stereo/DVD, queen bed, 
showerw/tub, awning, $10,800, info 361-
387-6161.

FOR SALE: 1990 MasterCraft Tristar 190 
ski boat, 19’6” long, Ford 351 Windsor 
engine, 850 hours, White/Teal. Wake 
post, Bimini Top, M/C trailer. $6,000. Jay: 
(229) 269-6027.

For Sale. Large octagon hot tub shell. 
Perfect for an in-ground fishpond. $100 
and it's yours. 814-0855 or 815-0496.

For Sale. Black shinny LCD TV table, 
black glass, concealed wires. Tv can hang 
or sit on the table HDMI and sound cables 
included. $100 call 290-5181.

For Sale; 19 cu. foot whirlpool fridge 
w/ internal water and ice maker in great 
condition asking 300.00. Contact Mike @ 
512.468.3003.

FOR SALE:  NFL Jerseys, LV handbag  
- call 442-0592.

hELP NEEDED
Local Tejano band looking for an experienced 
soundman. Julian Ortiz at 361-229-3811 or 
Manuel Ortiz at 361-229-2126 for further 
information.

ItEmS For SALE

AM2 Eagle (and family) re-up

NASCC Commanding Of cer Capt. Randy Pierson presents Certi cates of 
Appreciation to AM2 Katrishia Eagle’s husband Thomas and son Tommy at her 
Dec. 18 reenlistment. The family will be moving soon to Eagle’s new assignment 
in Japan. Photo by Rod Hafemeister

24/7  Wingspan on line at 
www.cnic.navy.mil/corpuschristi

Scroll down to the Wingspan Logo
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Three TW-4 pilots help with beautifi cation
by Lt. Bethany King, TW-4 PAO

Three former NROTC 
mates at the University of 
Minnesota combined their 
talents to create a mural and 
help beautify the T-34 Issue/
Maintenance spaces of Hangar 
56.

None of them have a 
structured art background, but 
they all do some sort of art as a 
hobby, whether it be drawing, 
sketching, painting, pottery, or 
design with computers. 

Although the idea for a 
mural came from Training Air 
Wing Four Commodore Capt. 
Dave Price, it was a totally 
voluntary effort on the part 
of the three young offi cers to 
make it happen. 

When they heard about 
the request for a mural to be 
painted for the maintenance 
space, they jumped at the 
opportunity to use their 
talents.

Their workspace was 
soon defined on the living 
room floor at Ensign Alex 
Bos’ house. 

When asked if each of 
them had a specific role in 
the creation of the mural, 

Bos answered, “We shared in 
all parts of the project from 
getting materials, creating 
the design, to sketching and 
painting.”

Thefi nal design shows two 
T-34C Turbomentors fl ying in 
formation over Corpus Christi 
Bay, with the USS Lexington 
in the background.

Bos is a graduate of the 
University of St. Thomas with 
a Business major,

He attended NROTC at 
the University of Minnesota. 

A newly winged aviator, 
Bos begins his training at 
VT-30, at Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville, in January. 

His partners in the mural 
were Ensign Jordan Stewart 
and Ensign Ryan Hagness.

Both are graduates of 
the University of Minnesota 
with Aerospace Engineering 
majors.

Stewart will begin his 
training at VT-31 in January. 

Hagness, a newly winged 
aviator, begins his training at 
VT-30 at NAS Jacksonville in 
January.

Ensign Alex Bos and Ensign Jordan Stewart hold up the mural that they, along with Ensign Ryan Hagness, 
created to be hung in the T-34 Issue/Maintenance spaces in Hangar 56. The mural shows two T-34Cs 
fl ying in formation over Corpus Christi Bay, with the USS Lexington, the Bay Bridge, and cityscape in 
the background.  Photo by AWSC (AW/NAC) Paul Hercl

ADVERTISE 
YOUR 

BUSINESS
In the next

issue of

WINGSPAN
361-814-0866

www.djyoungpublishing.com    

      YOUR DOLLAR 
HAS NEVER GONE      
               FURTHER.

*$1000 Customer Cash offer good on 2009 (and prior year) Roadliner and Stratoliner between 8/28/09 and 12/29/09. **Finance offer subject to credit approval, as low 
as 3.99% APR applies to purchases of new Raider, V Star 1300, & V Star 950 models and as low as 6.99% APR on all other new Star Motorcycles made on a Yamaha 
Installment Financing loan account from 8/28/09-12/29/09. Minimum contract length is 24 months and maximum length is 72 months. Minimum amount financed 
is $5,000. Fixed APR of 3.99%, 6.99%, 8.99%, 11.99% or 13.99% will be assigned based on credit approval criteria. Monthly payments per $1,000 financed based 
on 72 month term are $15.64 at 3.99%, $19.33 at 6.99%, $20.75 at 8.99%, $22.24 at 11.99% and $23.26 at 13.99%. ***$500 (MSRP) Free Customer Accessories 
offer good on 2009 (and prior year) V Star 650 and V Star 1300 between 10/1/09 and 11/30/09. Offer good only in TX; excludes all other states.Professional 
riders with advanced skills on closed course. Some models shown with optional accessories. Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation encourage you to ride 
safely and respect the environment. For further information regarding the MSF course, please call 1-800-446-9227. Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye 
protection, gloves and boots. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. ©2009 Yamaha Motor Corp., U.S.A. All rights reserved. StarMotorcycles.com

We build it. You make it your own.

UP TO
$1000CUSTOMER CASH

ON SELECT STAR MOTORCYCLES*

 AS LOW AS 3.99%

APR FOR 72 MONTHS**

AND
$500 (MSRP) ACCESSORIES OFFER

ON 2009 V STAR 650 
& V STAR 1300***

PLUS

2937 S.P.I.D.  • Corpus Christi
 (361) 852-7368

*1000 Customer Cash offer good on 2009 (and prior year) Roadliner and Stratoliner between 8/28/09 and 12/29/09. ** Finance offer subject to 
credit approval, as low as 3.99% APR applies to purchases of new Raider, V Star 1300, & V Star 950 models and as low as 6.99% APR on all other 
new Star Motorcycles made on a Yamaha Installment Financing loan account from 8/28/09-12/29/09. Minimum contract length is 24 months and 
maximum length is 72 months. Minimum amount financed is $5,000. Fixed APR of 3.99%, 6.99%, 8.99%, 11.99% or 13.99% will be assigned based 
on credit approval criteria. Monthly payments per $1000 financed based on 72 month term are $15.64 at 3.99%, $19.33 at 6.99%, 20.75 at 8.99%, 
$22.24 at 11.99% and $23.26 at 13.99%. ***$500 (MSRP) Free Customer Accessories offer good on 2009 (and prior year) V Star 650 and V Star 
1300 between 10/1/09 and 11/30/09. Offer good only TX; excludes all other states. Professional rider with advanced skills on closed course. Some 
models shown with optional accessories. Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation encourage you to ride safely and respect the environment. For 
further information regarding the MSF course, please call 1-800-446-9227. Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection, gloves and 
boots. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. ©2009 Yamaha Motor Corp., U.S.a. All rights reserved. StarMotorcycles.com

	
	
	

Two locations – Corpus Christi & Edinburg

Sign up today at www.coastalcycleacademy.com 
Call 558-5148 or stop by our office at Cycle Plaza • 2937 S.P.I.D.

We offer Basic & Experienced Rider Courses

UPON COMPLETION OF THE COURSE: 
Exempt from riding portion of the DPS test

10-15% off your motorcycle insurance
You can ride on the Base!

FREE WITH COURSE:  
Coastal Cycle Academy T-shirt 

10% off merchandise at Cycle Plaza  
 pictures, key chains, and other giveaways

if you’re 
not riding, 
you’re not 

living!

(West Campus) Old Brownsville Rd.  
& Airport Rd.

Earn your Class A CDL in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7 am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  
courses available

3Tuition reimbursement 
from sponsored companies

3Military tuition assistance available
3Government Grants 

3Job placement assistance

Del Mar College Transportation  
Training Services

Call NOW 
To Register

(361)  
698-2707

www.delmar.edu/trucking

CLASSIFIED
homES - SALE or LEASE

TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT:  6702 Ever-
hart, 2/1.5/2, covered patio,  all bills paid 
except electricity, NEW floors, 1,000 sq. 
ft., $825 per month.   774-8888
 
HOME FOR RENT:  Everhart/Woodridge.  
Exceptional interior, NEW Kitchen Tile 
Floors.  3/2/2  1,700 sq. ft.   $1,395 per 
month.  REMAX, Deb Walter 813-8398.

LEASE 2 OWN In Flour Bluff. 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, 2 Car Garage No Bank 
Qual.  $1,350 Mo. (361) 695-8999.

24/7  Wingspan on line at 
www.cnic.navy.mil/corpuschristi

Scroll down to the Wingspan Logo

NO phone calls please for classified ads

www.djyoungpublishing.com

to place a free or paid classified 
ad in the next edition  

of Wingspan
GO TO

Lose Weight. Make Money 
361-332-9294

……..Help! We need to Buy Homes.
Need 2 Sell a Home? Call (361) 232-4656
Same Day Offer.

SErvICES

serving nascc since 1967…
800-621-6980

HOMES FOR SALE
Visit www.grouponecc.com

 (search all properties)

(361) 991-9111 • Fax (361) 991-5865
5302 Everhart • Corpus Christi 78411

Some offering military discounts
4506 Moonlake Ridge  3/2/2 ............ $1300
5165 Middlecoff #8  1/1.5/2 ............... $875
124 Fulton (Portland) 3/2/2 ..............$1150
4833 French  3/2/2 ............................ $950
6529 Bobcat  3/2/2 .......................... $1400
2534 Dewberry  3/2/2 ...................... $1600
6614 Belvoir  3/3/2 .......................... $1800
6110-C Wilderock  2/2 .......................... $750
2414-B Capitan  2/1.5 .......................... $750

f
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r
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e

Being relocated? For excellent service,  
let us put you in touch with one of our 

 “Leading Real Estate Companies of the World”  
in your new location.

pool

 

Photo by Rod Hafemeister

AE2 Thurgood Lane reenlists

AE2 (AW/SW) Thurgood Lane recieved the Oath of Enlistement from NASCC 
Executive Officer Cmdr. Bruce ‘Bo’ Lankford in a Dec. 21 reenlistment 
ceremony.

Waterfront Condo for rent on the island. 
Lg 1 bdrm, 1 bath, corner unit on ground 
level. washer / dryer-fully furnished. Large 
deck and lighted pier with best water view. 
$950.00/mo. Call Dan @ 361-813-5904.
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 Military Appreciation Day
Every Tuesday

WE Thank you for your sErvicE!!!

PiZZa sTaTE
check us out at www.pizzastate.com

6133 Ennis Joslin road
(corner of Ennis Joslin & ocean Dr)

993-3283
oPEn
DaiLY sun thur Thurs 11am to 10pm  

fri and sat 11am to 11pm

Dine-In, Carry-out or  
Delivery*, we can't wait  

to serve you!
*Delivery not valid on Military 

Appreciation Day.  Valid DoD ID 
required at time of order.

EST. 1949

HOWARD’S

FARMHOUSE BBQ 
& 

CATERING

HOURS:
11 - 3 - Monday - Saturday 

“Best Dang Bar-B-Q 
In Texas!”

1002 ANTELOPE - 882-1200
ALSO VISIT US AT:

AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND 
WHATABURGER FIELD

★6 eggs
1 cup milk
6 oz. cheddar cheese, grated
1-lb sausage or bacon, crumbled
4 Frozen Hash brown patties
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
1/2 teaspoon dry mustard

Line an 8x8-inch baking dish with frozen hash browns. Sprinkle 
hash browns with crumbled sausage or bacon. Mix together 
eggs, milk, salt, pepper, and dry mustard. Pour over meat and 
hash browns. Top with grated cheddar cheese. Refrigerate over 
night. Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes to 1 hour. Serve hot.

EZ  Breakfast Casserole
EZ Breakfast Casserole recipe

Enjoy!

5017 Saratoga Blvd.
 Between Staples & Everhart

in Regal Plaza
Corpus Christi, TX 78413

361-992-7272(Papa)
WWW.PAPAMURPHYS.COM

Handmade…
Homebaked…

Voted America’s 
Best Pizza Chain
 7 years in a row

Fresh From 
YOUR Oven

Made fresh daily in our house,  
Baked when and how  

you like it in YOUR home
Phone 
ahead!

15% Military 
Discount 

on regular price 
items with I.D.

The first annual Corpus Christi  
Fitness Festival

10 am to 1 pm [near Bob Hall Pier]
Giveaways from Golds • Academy • Promotional Items 

Face painting and bouncy toys for kids • Wii fitness game
Horses on the beach

Contact us at
www.ccfitnessexpo.com

Come Join 
the 

Family Fun

Marsha Turner has been teaching for 
more than 40 years, but in January she’s going 
to hang it up.

For awhile. Maybe.
“We’re going to go traveling, that’s going 

to be our major thing for the next few years” 
she said about her retirement plans. 

“The fi rst thing we’re going to do is go to 
Cape Canaveral and see a Shuttle launch – this 
gives us the time in case there’s a delay.

“Then we want to go see the United 
States West, go to Italy.”

But she admits that she’ll probably also 
do volunteer work, do some writing, maybe 
help some people work on grants.

Turner is always looking for something 
new.

She’s been a major influence in the 
Starbase Atlantis science and math outreach 
program since it began at Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi in 2006.

So most people are surprised to learn she 
began her career as a history, social studies 
and English teacher in an inner city Detroit 
school.

But her wanderlust emerged early. 
From Detroit, she got hired by the Air 

Force to teach in Misawa, Japan.
While there, she met her husband-to-be, 

Bruce.
When they returned to the States, she 

found herself teaching in a small school in 
south Georgia, near the Florida border – a 

white teacher in what was still a segregated 
black school; one that was given short shrift 
by the school district.

But she made it work, often buying 
supplies from her own pocket.

A growing family and more moves had 
her working as a substitute teacher.

“I subbed for my youngest son’s fi rst day 
of high school,” she said.

Then, in Hawaii, she met Crystal 
Trujillo. 

Trujillo had just gotten the job to start 
a Starbase Atlantis there, and Turner had 
just lost a job, so they worked together for 
a short time.

Then Turner followed her husband to 
Washington D.C. and found herself working 
at the Navy Yard Starbase.

And by summer 2006, Trujillo had 
dragged her to Corpus Christi to open the 
Starbase here.

“We started it together,” Turner said. “At 
fi rst, it was just the two of us.”

One day recently, she was teaching a 
group of fi fth graders how to use the scientifi c 
method to determine how much fuel a rocket 
needs – using fi lm canisters, a long tube and 
Alka-Seltzer tablets!

“I never thought I ever would be teaching 
something as low as fi fth or sixth grade, but 
I’ve really enjoyed this,” she said. “I never 
thought I’d be a science teacher; I ended up 
loving it.

Starbase’s Marsha Turner to retire after four decades of teaching
Story and photo by Rod Hafemeister

“There’s absolutely nothing like the 
rush you get when you realize the kids are 
getting it.”

Starbase Atlantis falls under the Naval 
Education and Training Professional 
Development and Technology Center 
(NETPDTC).

In late November, Turner’s co-workers 
surprised her. They told her they had to all 
attend a teleconference with the folks from 
NETPDTC headquarters in Pensacola.

But when the conference began, the 
people on-screen held up the Civilian of the 
Quarter Award for the Fourth Quarter of 2009 
and told Turner they’d be shipping it to her 
right away.

And then joining her in the room were 
her husband and son.

“I can’t believe how sneaky you all 
were!” she said. “This is a real honor.”

But now, it’s time to move on and spend 
some quality time with the husband that has 
supported her as much as she’s supported 
him.

Looking back, Turner said it’s been a 
marvelous career.

“I loved it all – I love teaching,” she said. 
“Teaching has been fascinating.”

(right) Marsha Turner is as excited as 
the kids when an Alka-Seltzer rocket 
blasts up the launch tube in a Starbase 
Atlantis class.
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Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE 
Base Catholic Chapel   
Sunday Mass  - 9:00 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.) 
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550

Wingspan
NAS Corpus Christi

“Exceeding Expectations Through 
Pride In Performance”

Commanding Officer
Capt.	R.F.	Pierson

Public Affairs Officer
Robert	D.	Torres

Robert.Torres1@navy.mil

 Editor
Rod	Hafemeister

rodney.hafemeister@navy.mil
Wingspan is an authorized publication for members of 

the military services, civilian personnel and their families. 
Its contents do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. 
Government, the Department of Defense, Department of 
the Navy or the Department of the Army, and do not imply 
endorsement thereof.

Wingspan is published every other week by D.J. Young 
Publishing, 145 Naples, Corpus Christi, Texas 78404, a 
private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Navy, under 
exclusive written contract with Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi, Texas.

The editorial content is prepared, edited and provided by 
the Public Affairs Office of Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, 
Texas.  Stories and photos not otherwise attributed are written 
by the Wingspan staff.  The address is: Commanding Officer, 
NAS Corpus Christi, Attn:  Wingspan, 11001 D St. Suite 143, 
Corpus Christi, Texas, 78419-5021. All news releases should 
be sent to the above address. 
 Please call (361) 961-2674 for deadline information. 

The appearance of advertising in this newspaper, including 
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by 
the Department of Defense, the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Army, 
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, or D.J. Young Publishing, 
of the products and services advertised. Everything advertised 
in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, politi-
cal affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, 
user or patron. If a violation or rejection of this equal op-
portunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from that source until the 
violation is corrected.

To advertise in Wingspan, please call D.J. Young Publish-
ing at (361) 814-0866.
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A cut above 
the rest

As an old-fashioned butcher 
shop, we specialize in customer 
service with the finest selection 

of meats. Smoked and fresh 
sausages made here.

SPECIAL ORDERS CALL 
361-992-6512

T. M Moody’s Quality Meats

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-6:30    
Sat. 8:00-6:00  
Closed Sunday

4703 S. Alameda at Airline
(Meadowbrook Shopping Center)

Corpus Christi

15370 S. Padre Island Dr. 
(Just past Whitecap Blvd.)

361-949-7737

Free Delivery on Padre 
Island after 5pm

Island Italian
Restaurant

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials
Live Music - Thur-Sat

Specializing in Fine Italian Cuisine
Proudly serving Padre Island  
and our military for 22 years!

Mon-Thur 11-9:30 
Fri-Sat 11-10 
Sun 5-9:30

TASTE-TEST SPECIAL  
ONE MEDIUM  

ONE-TOPPING PIZZA
ONLY $899

Dine in or Carry Out
Ask about our Military Special

14493 S.P.I.D.
949-0787

FREE Delivery on the Island
Daily: 11 am to 10 pmBring in or mention ad. Expires 01/31/10

What’s Happening
by Tina Konwerski

January 8 - 10 ,2010 Alamo Hot Rod 
Parts AUTO-Rama, American Bank 
Center.  Have your picture taken with 
DORA the Explorer and Boots on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. Spurs Camero on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Spurs Coy-
ote and Spurs Silver Dancers on Satur-
day.  Photos and Autographs 5 Dallas 
Cowboy Cheerleaders Sunday NOON 
to 2:00 p.m.   DISCOUNT on admission 
with Military I.D.
 
January 16, 2010 - 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
2010 Corpus Christi FITNESS EXPO 
at Briscoe-King Pavilion North Padre 
Island - Get in shape, Lose weight, Feel 
Great. There will be giveaways from 
Golds, Academy and more. Face paint-
ing and bouncy toys for kids, as well as 
a Wii fitness game.  Horses on the beach 
will be there with a horse or two. Come 
join in the family fun.
 
New to Corpus Christi – WANT TO 
MEET SOME PEOPLE … Join the fun 
1st Tuesday of EVERY month – BUN-
CO for charity benefiting the Ronald 
McDonald House of C.C.  From 7:30-9 
pm @ Stingers on Airline out on the pa-
tio.  $5 minimum donation requested.
 
Open Mic Friday Nights @ Stingers 
Coffee 8pm-12am!! Stingers Coffee in 
the Gulfway shopping center. Airline and 
McArdle - outside on the patio! All mu-
sicians welcome, Sign up today!
 
SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH 
MONTH – The United States Subma-
rine Veterans, Inc., meets at 11 a.m. at 
the Silverado Smokehouse on Weber.  
Contact:  SubVetBoddy@gmail.com or 
361-876-0042.

LAST SATURDAY OF EACH 
MONTH - Parkinson monthly support 
group meets at the YWCA.  This group 
is for caregivers, patients, friends, and/
or families. Reservations not required. 
Those needing further information may 
call 949-7719.

Call for your  
reservation today!

361-993-6100

Monday	–	Thursday		
11:00	a.m.	to	9:00	p.m.

			Friday	–	Saturday	
11:00	a.m.	to	10:00	p.m.

6646	S	Staples,	Suite	122
Corpus	Christi,	Texas	78413
Catering	&	Delivery	Available

Come let us take your 
taste buds on a  

journey you will 
never forget!

Lunch and Dinner featuring our new Fall Menu  
of carefully prepared from scratch entrees.

WINE TASTING- five courses with 
five wines, each to enhance the  
flavor of the course … call for 
dates, details and reservations

Express Lunch     $8
Fresh Salad or Homemade  
Soup with half a sandwich  
and tea

Mediterranean Cuisine

We witnessed 
HM-15 move to 
Norfolk, Va. We 
grieved with the 
passing of two 
of our pilots. We 
celebrated as we 
won numerous 
awards.

I  l o o k 
forward to 2010 
as I continue to 
serve my God and this Country with you. 

May God bless you, and I thank you for 
a great 2009.

Skipper's Column

Chaplain's Message

Editor's Corner

by Lt. j.g. Rob Fasnacht, Chaplain

by Capt. Randy Pierson

by Rod Hafemeister

Hafemeister

Fasnacht

Capt. Pierson is on leave
his column will return next issue

Christmas Caroling

Another decade ends

I thought when I moved to Corpus Christi 
12 months ago that I would have to put all my 
sweaters, hats and scarves away. 

Much to my surprise, I was able to don 
my wool sweater while we went Christmas 
Caroling through base housing the evening 
of Dec. 17.

We had a great group of people who came 
together to spread holiday cheer throughout 
the base. 

We walked the streets wearing warm 
sweaters, stocking caps and scarves, and 
safety vests.

We sang carols such as “Silent Night,” 
“Rudolph, the Red Nose Reindeer,” and “Joy 
to the World.” 

Every so often, we would stop, collect a 
toy for the Marine Corps Reserve’s Toys for 
Tots and then break into a rousing chorus of 
“We Wish You a Merry Christmas.”

Truly, it was a great event, and our group 
was a snapshot of life here on base; a mixture 
of young children, retirees, and current active 
duty with spouses. 

It was a family event, and NAS Corpus 
Christi is a family place.

I was blessed to see your generosity of 
time to come out and support us and your 
generosity of giving by providing much 
needed toys to Toys for Tots.

As I quickly look back on 2009, the 
NASCC Family has seen many changes. 

Okay, let’s 
just get this out 
of the way for 
the nitpickers out 
there.

Yes ,  there 
is no Year Zero 
in our current 
calendar system. 
So yes, a century 
goes from, say 
1901  th rough 
2000.

And yes, the 
millennium did not really begin on Jan. 1, 
2000 but on Jan. 1, 2001 – but for most of 
us, that just meant two excuses to throw 
millennium parties.

But in common usage, decades typically 
start with a year ending in “0” and end with 
the year ending in “9” – the ‘60s, the 70’s, 
and so on.

Which means this is the end of the 
“Oughts” decade (as in ought-two, ought-
three – yeah, it’s ugly) and Jan. 1, 2010 will 
be the beginning of the 20-teens decade.

(Anyone who comes up with a better term 
for the coming decade gets my vote!)

Anyway, I  gured this is a good time to 
look back on the last 10 years.

Think back to Jan. 1, 2000. Many of 
you were still in school, maybe even grade 
school.

You probably did not have a cell phone; 
in 2000, they were just starting to get both 
small enough and cheap enough to eventually 
become common.

I bought my  rst cell phone for about 
$200 in fall 2000 on a pre-paid plan. Prior 
to that, for most of the ‘90s, I’d used the bag 
phones (like a desk phone with battery and 
antenna in a bag) that we checked out from the 
newspaper’s editors when we were chasing a 

breaking story.
You certainly didn’t have an iPod – it 

didn’t hit the market until October 2001.
And you probably hadn’t bought any of 

the existing, expensive and not very good 
digital music players available at the time.

Most likely, you had traded in a boom 
box for a Walkman playing music tapes or, if 
you had the bucks, a portable CD player.

You probably taped shows on a VCR; no 
one had heard of DVRs then.

At the of ce, the fax machine was still 
more important than email.

If you were in a business needing 
computers, you probably had one on your 
desk. By the mid-90s, every reporter in my 
newsroom had his or her own Macintosh, 
and much (but not all) of the newspaper was 
laid out on-screen, using much less capable 
software than I use today.

We also had dedicated high-speed 
Internet access on our desks, because we 
needed to be able to search for information.

At home, I was excited when I jumped 
from 14.4K baud to 56K on my dial-up 
connection. Today, I get 50meg on my 
WiFi!

(That was the era that spawned “Cyber 
Monday,” the Monday after Thanksgiving, 
when people misused their high-speed online 
access at work to shop for Christmas.)

The WorldWide Web was confusing 
and often unreliable. Search engines were 
buggy, kludgy and not always accurate or 
up-to-date.

Then, in fall 1997, came Google.com 
– and the Web began to become our workspace 
and our playground.

Real estate was still considered a sound 
investment, guaranteed to appreciate in 
price. 

Cable television was what you got so you 
could get a better broadcast signal; those extra 

channels were sometimes cool, but sometimes 
just dorky.

I guess that hasn’t changed much.
Most signi cantly, when you went to get 

on an airplane, no one expected you to take 
off your shoes.

As 2000 dawned, there were plenty of 
problems, but in general the country was 
optimistic. The economy was doing well, 
unemployment and in ation were both down 
and, in fact, Federal Reserve regulators 
worried it was growing too fast and raised 
interest rates to slow it.

Maybe too much. By early 2001, the 
10-year-long expansion had abruptly ended 
and a recession had begun.

The next shock was much worse – the 
nation reeled as terrorism hit the homeland 
on Sept. 11, 2001.

It hit our economy, it hit our collective 
psyche and it changed the way Americans 
look at the world.

It led to a war in Afghanistan, a war in 
Iraq and the euphemistic “operations other 
than war” in dozens of places around the 
world.

We’ve now been at war for more than 
nine years – more than twice as long as the 
US involvement in World War II.

As our now-retired CMC, Pat Flavin, 
used to say, many of the men and women in 
uniform today have never been in the military 
during a time of peace.

And they are not likely too soon; although 
the war in Iraq is slowly tapering down, the 
one in Afghanistan is ratcheting up.

And no one can say for certain where and 
when the next one may come.

So as we close this decade and begin the 
next, take a moment to think about the men 
and women still in harm’s way.

When you raise that New Year’s toast, 
raise it for them.
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Final Flight: Blue Angels’ F/A-18 retires to NASCC

Students create mural 
for TW-4

Page 4

TAMUCC students 
help Ombudsman 

program
Page 5

Story & photo by Rod Hafemeister

A Blue Angel came to earth 
Dec. 18 at NAS Corpus Christi – it’s 
fi nal resting place.

The airframe is too old to use 
for aerobatics anymore, so it’s being 
retired.

And the Chief of Naval Air 
Training was able to get it assigned 
here, where it will be demilitarized 
and become a static display in front 
of the CNATRA headquarters.

Marine Corps Reserve Lt. Col 
Len Anderson fl ew the F/A-18 with 
the distinctive pattern and the # 1 
markings to NASCC.

“I fl ew as solo with the Blue 
Angels from 2002 through 2004,” 
Anderson said. “It was an honor to 
bring her on her fi nal fl ight.”

One of the older F/A-18s in the Blue Angel fl eet taxies from the NASCC airstrip to a seaside 
hanger Dec. 18. The aircraft is being retired, will be demilitarized and will become a static display 
in front of the Chief of Naval Air Training headquarters.

2009: A year of fun; a year of tragedy
by Rod Hafemeister

Santa helped end 2009 on a happy note, here taking requests 
from children at the NEX.

This past year has been a time 
of changes for Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi and the men and 
women who work there.

It began far away, with a new 
boss at Navy Region Southeast and 
the old boss becoming commander 
Navy Installations Command. 

On Jan. 9, in Jacksonville, Rear 
Adm. Townsend “Tim” Alexander 
took over CNRSE and Rear Adm. 
Michael Vitale left to become 
CNIC.

It  was the first  of many 
changes. In February, Cmdr. Bruce 
‘Omar’ Emero retired, have fi lled 
in as NASCC XO for a year while 
XO Cmdr. Bruce Lankford was 
deployed.

In April, Capt. Randal Kelley 
assumed command of Naval Health 
Clinic Corpus Christi, relieving 
Capt. Robert Sorenson.

In September, Rear Adm. Wil-
liam Sizemore II relieved Rear 
Adm. Mark Guadagnini as Chief of 
Naval Air Training.

In October, NASCC changed 
Command Master Chiefs, as CMC 
Pat Flavin retired and CMC Ken 
McGlothlin took over.

McGlothlin was one of many 
Sailors who transferred from Naval 

Station Ingleside as it wound down 
operations and prepared to close in 
April 2010.

The Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission orders that 
will close Ingleside also meant 
the almost 800 men and women of 
Helicopter Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron 15 (HM-15) moved out 
in September for a new home on 
the East Coast.

All the changes meant a big 
drop in the use of MWR facilities. 
So NASCC got permission to open 
some of those facilities to area 
civilians.

The MWR Guest Card program 
kicked off in September, allowing 
civilians to use the golf course, 
marina and outdoor recreation 
facilities, RV park and Bay Club after 
undergoing a criminal background 
check and paying a modest annual 
fee.

And of course the public got a 
couple of other treats. In April, the 
Navy’s Blue Angels demonstration 
team headlined the biannual Air 
Show aboard NASCC, thrilling 
thousands of visitors.

In May, the base served as 
a leg of the annual Beach to Bay 
Marathon.

And August brought the annual 
Navy Regatta, with dozens of 
civilian sailors racing to NASCC 
on Saturday and back downtown 
on Sunday.

NASCC also found itself on 
“Big Navy’s” radar. This year, we 
were visited by the Chief of Naval 
Operations, the Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations and the Master Chief 
Petty Offi cer of the Navy.

That plus increased attention 
from CNRSE and CNIC has resulted 
in increased funding for repair and 
improvements to NASCC.

November brought tragedy, as 
two instructor pilots from Training 
Squadron 28 were lost when their 
T-34C crashed in the Gulf during a 
training fl ight.

Now, a New Year dawns. May 
it bring only good to NASCC!

Photo by Bob Torres

Most Advanced Treatment  
ever for Varicose Veins!

Now Available in the Corpus Christi Bay Area

Call today for an appointment!
1752 Santa Fe in Corpus Christi  •  www.VeinCentersOfTexas.com

882-9888

 

Minimally invasive
procedure

now available.

•  Office-based procedure
•  Back to normal activity 

usually the next day

• Covered by most insurance 
and Medicare

• 98% of patients would  
recommend this procedure

As seen on Good Morning America… *individual
results
may vary

If you want to
own a home,
we’re here for you.
Whether you’re buying, building, refinancing or improving 
your home, we are ready to help you get the financing you 
need quickly and easily. American Bank’s resources mean 
you can count on:
• lenders who can meet with you anytime, anywhere
• an in-house mortgage processing and underwriting 
 department to ensure your application gets prompt, 
 experienced attention
• competitive rates and attractive terms
• a wide variety of loan programs including fixed rate, 
 adjustable rate and specialized loans with minimal 
 down payment
• FHA, VA and FNMA programs for 
 first-time buyers
• Texas Veterans Land Board home loan 
 programs available
• the flexibility to tailor a program to your 
 needs and goals

Please give us a call – we're here to 
answer all your home loan questions.

EQUAL
HOUSING
LENDER

OFFICE (361) 653-5273  |  CELL (361) 815-6195  |  rsolomon@americanbank.com  |  www.americanbank.com

Member FDIC    Member Independent Bankers Association of Texas
©2009 American Bank, N.A.

Corpus Christi | Port Aransas | Rockport | Goliad | Victoria | Austin

Renee Solomon
Mortgage Lending OfficerMortgage Center

NORFOLK•VIRGINIA BEACH*CHESAPEAKE*PORTSMOUTH

Carlos A Cardo-USMC (RET)
Associate Broker RE/MAX Alliance
REALTOR® CRS, GRI, ABR,
CSP, SRES, CNHS, RCC, e-PRO
Direct Tel: 757-971-3574
Toll Free: 866-971-3574
mailto:carlos@CarlosCardo.com
Visit http://www.CarlosCardo.com

Moving to Hampton Roads, VA?
Let Carlos Cardo, REALTOR® be your 
Military Relocation Specialist!

Covering Norfolk, Virginia Beach,
Chesapeake and Portsmouth

This is a historic time to buy!
With home prices at the bottom,
interest rates at historic lows and  
$8,000 for first time homebuyers!

A little about me…
After almost 22 years in the Marine Corps and 13 moves,  
I understand the challenges involved in a PCS move!
Call me and let me know what your real estate needs are so that I 
can start working for you now. As a buyer’s agent, I represent and 
look out for your best interest even though I get paid by the Seller!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Crosswinds defines innovation, efficiency, luxury and service. You’ll love the im-
pressive amenity package and convenient location. Choose a uniquely-styled 1,2 
or 3 bedroom apartment. Guaranteed to feel just like home the moment you arrive.

•	 1,	2	&	3	Bedroom	Apartments
•	 Walk-in	Closets
•	 Ceiling	Fans
•	 Decorative	Mini-Blinds
•	 Designer	Kitchens
•	 Refrigerator	w/Ice	Maker
•	 Full-Size	Washer/Dryer	Connection
•	 Laundry	Facility

•	 Covered	Parking	Available
•	 Bay	Windows
•	 Patios	(In selected units)
•	 Swimming	and	Lounging	Pool
•	 Resident	Referral	Program
•	 Fitness	Center
•	 Storage	Units	Available
•	 Controlled	Access	Gates

6617	Weber	•	Corpus	Christi,	Texas	78413
(361) 852-1600

$250 Off First Month’s Rent on Two Bedroom Apt!

Military Discounts

1 Bedroom $575
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath $699

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths $779
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths $879
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