NASCC Fire Department
Topic Legal or not for consumers, fireworks are too risky for amateurs

With the Forth of July fast approaching NAS Corpus Christi Fire Emergency Services urges everyone
to leave fireworks use to the trained professionals.

In recent years, fireworks have been one of the leading causes of injuries serious enough to require
hospital emergency room treatment. Fireworks can result in severe burns, fractures, or scars or even
death or disfigurement that can last a lifetime. The thousands of serious injuries each year typically
harm the eyes, head, or hands, and are mostly reported in states where fireworks are legal. Even
sparklers, which are considered by many to be harmless, reach temperatures of more than 1,000° F.

"Fireworks are dangerous and unpredictable, especially in the hands of amateurs," says Judy
Comoletti, National Fire Protection Assn. assistant vice president of Public Education. "The few
seconds of pleasure those fireworks may bring are not worth the risk of injury, permanent scarring, or
even death."” The Story of Three year old Boy Killed by Legal Fireworks

Wooded areas, homes, and even automobiles have become engulfed in flames because of fireworks.
Fireworks-related fires have typically caused at least $20 million in property loss (not adjusted for
inflation) each year in recent years. A substantial portion of the structure fire property loss due to
fireworks typically involves bottle rockets or other fireworks rockets. These rockets can land on
rooftops or wedge within certain structures and still retain enough heat to cause a fire. No one would
risk losing what's most important to them if they understood the dangers of fireworks. There are safer
alternatives to using fireworks on the Fourth of July.

Public fireworks displays are one of those alternatives. Conducted by trained professionals, these
displays are the smartest and safest fireworks alternative for anyone because they are established
under controlled settings and regulations. After these displays, or any other time, children should
never pick up fireworks that may be left over. Fireworks that have been ignited and fail to immediately
explode or discharge can cause injury because they may still be active. Children should always tell an
adult if they find fireworks rather than picking up smoking or charred fireworks themselves, which is
just too risky.

Clearly, fireworks are capable of devastating and fatal injuries. According to the American
Pyrotechnics Association, these are the requirements for Texas. Remember, all fireworks should be
left to professionals. In addition the sale, storage, or use of fire works of any description on NAS
Corpus Christi is strictly prohibited.




