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T-2 “Thunder Guppy”
set to retire in Aug.
Page 3

AC1 Eric Anderson selected as NASCC Sailor of the Year
by Anne Booher, Editor

Victoria Regional Airport to become a controlled field
by Lt. j.g. Caleb Booher, Asst. Public Affairs Officer

NAS Corpus Christi Commanding Officer, Capt. Tim Coolidge, congratulates AC1 Eric
Anderson who was selecetd as the command’s and region’s 2007 Sailor of the Year.

Training Wing 4 sent a flight of three aircraft to
Victoria Regional Airport on Feb.15. The airfield,
owned and manned by Victoria County, recently
completed construction of a new air traffic control
tower. Once the tower is opened, Victoria will be-
come a controlled field and the rules governing the
airfield and its air space will change, and traffic is
expected to increase.

According to acting Training Wing 4 Safety

Officer, Maj. Brian Campbell, the primary purpose
of the visit was to “open the door to communica-
tion” and “give them an awareness of who [NAS
Corpus Christi] is and what we fly.” Three pilots
from NASCC met with a group of local civilian avia-
tors at the Sky Restaurant adjacent to the airfield.
Capt. Josh Ritzman and Lt. Manny Tatavak of VT-
35, and Capt. Jay Tranum of VT-31 fielded ques-
tions from the group and discussed some of the

ways the Navy training command will operate
around Victoria.

Gary Bay, a local civilian pilot and former US
Sailor, was satisfied and upbeat about the meeting.
“We’re very pleased to have the Navy training
here,” he said. “As long as there is good communi-
cation, we want you guys here.”

Victoria continued on page 13
2007 Military of the Year
Page 11

The best and brightest military from
their respective commands were honored
in a ceremony on Feb. 19. Commanding Of-
ficer, Capt. Tim Coolidge, the event’s guest
speaker, addressed the audience: “Those
of you who are here today have gone above
and beyond expectations...You have taken
risks and are the example for everyone
around you. You have inspired others to
go beyond themselves, and I am impressed
that such high caliber folks have been se-
lected.”

Without a doubt, Capt. Coolidge de-
scribes the characteristics seen in the
command’s Sailor of the Year, AC1 Eric
Anderson.

Anderson joined the Navy in July 1989
and is serving his second tour aboard
NASCC; the first being in 1990 when he
was an AC3.

“I was just learning my way around,”
said Anderson. “Since then, I have been
able to get fully qualified and rated through-
out the facility. Before, I mostly worked at
the OLF’s, like Cabaniss and Waldron.”

Anderson now serves as the Leading
Petty Officer (LPO) for Air Traffic Control,
handling facility-wide military matters and
administrative needs. When he found out
he was selected as Sailor of the Year, he
was humbled.

“I really care about the process. Every
day, I come in and try to help people, as
best I can, while they grow in the military. I
try to provide guidance and get them on
track for their careers,” said Anderson.

This is the second consecutive year
an ATC has been selected as Sailor of the
Year. It is apparent that this department has
a deep pool of professionalism, leadership
and talent. “I’ve met a lot of sharp people,”
said Anderson. “They are taught in A
School that they’re the leader of the fleet.

Anderson continued on page 17
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*Double your down payment up to $2,000 on selected models - bring your W-2, we pay filing fee.
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2008 Volkswagen  New Beetle

2008 Volkswagen Passat

Sale $18,895+T,T&L

STK#8M096436

29 MPG

Sale $17,699T,T&L

STK#8M510112

Sale $23,895+T,T&L

STK#8E097245

VOLKSWAGEN CORPUS CHRISTI�

2002 VW Jetta Wagon – GLS, Roof, Power Pkg .......................$7,995
2001 VW Jetta – Automatic, P/W&L ..........................................$7,995
2003 Dodge Intrepid – 62K Miles, Alloys ..................................$7,995
2006 Chevy Aveo – 4 Dr. Red, Auto ............................................$7,995
2005 Dodge Neon – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C .......................................$8,998
2003 VW Passat Wagon – Pwr Pkg, Gas Saver ..........................$9,995
2003 Ford Ranger Edge – R/C, Auto, Red .................................$9,995
2004 Mazda 6 – Auto, 4 Dr, Clean, Gas Saver ............................$9,995
2005 Pontiac Grand Prix – 50K, Auto, Spoiler, Pwr Pkg ........$10,488
2005 Nissan Sentra – Auto, Gas Saver ......................................$10,995
2006 Chrysler Sebring – 4 Cyl, CD, Pwr Pkg .......................... $11,995
2007 Chevy Malibu LT – Loaded w/Alloys! ............................ $11,995
2003 VW Passat – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C ....................................... $11,995
2006 Isuzu I-280 – X-Cab P/U, P/S, P/B ...................................$12,395
2002 Dodge Ram 1500 – Crew, SLT, Loaded, 2-Tone Paint .....$12,995
2004 Toyota Camry – Spoiler, Wheels, Eye-Catcher ................$13,995

2002 Lincoln LS – Leather, Loaded ..........................................$13,995
2007 Chevrolet Impala – A/T, P/S, P/B, A/C ............................$14,995
2004 Land Rover Discovery ......................................................$15,995
2005 Chrysler Pacifica Touring – 25K Miles, Quads ..............$15,995 
2007 Kia Sedona – Family Van! ................................................$16,888
2007 VW Jetta – P/W, P/L, A/T .................................................$17,488
2001 BMW 525 – Ride In Luxury! ............................................$17,995
2004 Mazda RX-8 – Sporty, Leather, 6 Spd ..............................$17,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer Loaded ...........................$18,299
2003 BMW 325i – Auto, Roof, Sporty Sedan ............................$18,995
2007 VW Passat – Leather, Roof, Auto .....................................$18,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer, A/T, Leather Seats, Clean ...$18,988
2006 Ford F150 Crew Cab – XLT Trim, Nice ..........................$18,995
2007 Chrysler 300 – Leather, Alloys .........................................$20,595
2005 Lexus ES330 – Ultimate Luxury .......................................$21,995
2005 Chrysler 300C – Hemi, Fast! ............................................$22,995

2008 VW GTI 
3 to Choose From
$24,995

2003 VW Beetle 
Only 31K Miles; Stk. #023479A

$15,995

2008 Volkswagen Touareg

Sale $38,979+T,T&L

STK#8D040945

2008 Volkswagen Jetta

DOUBLE YOUR TAX
REFUND SALE

Bring In Your W-2 and Volkswagen/Porsche of CC Will Pay Your Filing Fee!

2004 Landrover Discovery 
Stk. #P1206

$16,995
2006 Audi A4 

Stk. #P1172
$22,995

*Highway EMG

29 MPG

MSRP $17,918; VWCC DISC $219 MSRP $19,179; VWCC DISC $284

28 MPG

MSRP $25,630; VWCC DISC $235; OWNER LOYALTY BONUS $1,500 MSRP $40,294; VWCC DISC $1,315

VOLKSWAGEN   CORPUS CHRISTI

653-8400             877-511-8969
4331 S. Staples

Mon. - Fri. 9pm - 7pm  •  Sat. 9am - 6pm
www.vwofcorpuschristi.com*Highway EMG

•	 2.5L
•	 5 Spd. Trans
•	 Power Windows
•	 Power Locks
•	 Speed Control
•	 CD Player
•	 Anti-Lock Brakes
•	 iPod Adapter
•	 MUCH MORE!
STK#8M096436

•	 Auto Trans
•	 Power Windows
•	 Power Locks
•	 Speed Controls
•	 Leatherette Seats
•	 Anti-Lock Brakes
•	 MUCH MORE!
STK#8M0510112

$17,699
MSRP $17,918; VWCC Disc $219

$18,895
MSRP $19,179; VWCC Disc $284

$23,895
MSRP $25,630; VWCC Disc $235; Owner Loyalty Bonus $1,500

$38,979
MSRP $40, 294; VWCC Disc $1,315

•	 2.5L
•	 6 Spd. Auto Trans
•	 Power Windows
•	 Power Locks
•	 Leatherette Seats
•	 CD Player
•	 Speed Control
•	 Anti-Lock Brakes
•	 iPod Adapter
•	 MUCH MORE!
STK#8E097245

•	 V6
•	 Auto Trans
•	 Leatherette
•	 Power Locks
•	 Speed Control
•	 CD Player
•	 Anti-Lock Brakes
•	 CD
•	 MUCH MORE!
STK#8D040945
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Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE	
Base Catholic Chapel			
Sunday Mass  - 8:30 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.)	
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550

Wingspan
NAS Corpus Christi

“Exceeding Expectations Through 
Pride In Performance”

Commanding Officer
Capt. T.E. Coolidge

Public Affairs Officer
Robert D. Torres

Assistant Public Affairs Officer
Lt. j.g. Caleb H. Booher

 Editor
Anne Booher

Wingspan is an authorized publication for members of 
the military services, civilian personnel and their families. 
Its contents do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. 
Government, the Department of Defense, Department of 
the Navy or the Department of the Army, and do not imply 
endorsement thereof.

Wingspan is published every other week by D.J. Young 
Publishing, 3601 Tripoli,  Corpus Christi, Texas 78415, a 
private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Navy, under 
exclusive written contract with Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi, Texas.

The editorial content is prepared, edited and provided by 
the Public Affairs Office of Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, 
Texas.  Stories and photos not otherwise attributed are written 
by the Wingspan staff.  The address is: Commanding Officer, 
NAS Corpus Christi, Attn:  Wingspan, 11001 D St. Suite 143, 
Corpus Christi, Texas, 78419-5021. All news releases should 
be sent to the above address.  Please call (361) 961-2674 for 
deadline information. 

The appearance of advertising in this newspaper, including 
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by 
the Department of Defense, the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Army, 
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, or D.J. Young Publishing, 
of the products and services advertised. Everything advertised 
in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, politi-
cal affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, 
user or patron. If a violation or rejection of this equal op-
portunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from that source until the 
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To advertise in Wingspan, please call D.J. Young Publish-
ing at (361) 774-4162.

Chaplain’s Message
by Lt. Tim Gault, NASCC Chaplain

Chaplain continued on page 16

Skipper’s Column
by Capt. Timothy Coolidge

Security Corner
by MACS Bradley Volkmer, Security Officer, MA1 Navarro and MA1 Barnes, Anti-terrorism/Crime Prevention Office

‘March madness’ and spring-breakers

Exercise daily in God

Gas station theft on a national rise

Captain continued on page 14

Coolidge

Volkmer

Recent reports indicate an increase of
crimes of opportunity, not only in this area,
but nationwide. One such crime that has been

reported all too often
in this area is purse
snatching.

Purse snatch-
ing brings to mind
visions of someone
simply snatching a
purse from a
woman’s hand or
shoulder and making
a run for it. However,
it has evolved in re-
cent years with one

of it’s most common forms now occurring at
gas stations. Criminals are not just after the
money and valuables in your purse or wallet,
many of them are after what in today’s day
and age is most valuable to us: our identity.

It all starts when you pull up to the gas

station to fill up your tank; the thieves are
already in the area just waiting for a victim.
SUV’s and vans are more prone to be targets
since they provide cover from the driver due
to the height of the vehicle and/or tinted win-
dows. You reach for your purse or wallet to
get out a credit card, next you place your purse
or wallet on the passenger’s seat and step out
of the vehicle to the fuel pump to enter the
card and commence your fill up. While you
are making your selections on the pump’s au-
tomated system, the thief takes advantage of
this distraction to snatch your purse or wal-
let. A seasoned thief may be able to accom-
plish this in as little as three seconds.

From this point, there are several differ-
ent directions a case can take. If you’re lucky,
all you will loose is the purse or wallet and its
contents, in some other cases it may take a
more complicated and painful twist: identity
theft.

There are few simple actions we can take

to help ensure we don’t fall victim to such
crime. Since most gas stations are equipped
with video surveillance of some sort, many
perpetrators are smart enough to conceal their
identity as much as possible. It only takes a
few seconds to scan the area prior to getting
out of your vehicle and filling up. Be espe-
cially wary of any characters who are dressed
in something out of place that could be in-
tended to conceal their identity: sunglasses
at night, hooded sweat shirt or jacket on a
typical South Texas warm day. As impractical
as it may seem, rolling up your windows and/
or locking your doors serves as a great deter-
rent as well.

Taking the time to exercise simple situ-
ational awareness and preventive measures
can greatly reduce your chances of falling vic-
tim to such a crime. It won’t do much for the
sense of being robbed that you feel with
today’s gas prices, but at least your identity
will still be safe.

Gault

Saint Paul wrote a letter to a young pas-
tor in Ephesus (now part of Turkey) say-
ing, “Physical exercise has some value, but
spiritual exercise is much more important,
for it promises a reward in both this life and
the next.  This is true, and everyone should
accept it.” (1 Timothy 4:8-9 NLT)

In the United States military, we have
had an increasing attention to physical
readiness. We have command physical
training, personal physical training regi-
mens and periodic readiness tests of our
bodies where we are weighed and observed
to see if our bodies are fit and ready.

Those who rely upon the command
physical training program for their physi-
cal readiness will probably not meet their
goals and they will miss out on the excel-
lence they could achieve. In order to reach

top personal physical readiness, there must
also be a personal approach that addresses
the individual’s needs.

According to Campus Life magazine,
Richard Knecht of Prospect, Ore., set out
to shatter the existing world sit-up record.
For the previous six months, a U.S. Marine
Corps Captain held the record, with an amaz-
ing 17,007 sit-ups. Knecht was determined
to capture the title for his family team, which
toured the nation demonstrating the amaz-
ing feats of physical fitness. He began the
grueling attempt in Idaho Falls, Idaho, and
11 hours and 14 minutes later he had shat-
tered the record with 25,222 sit-ups. How
many years of training had gone into pre-
paring for this Herculean feat? Not as many
as you might think. When he set the record,
Richard Knecht was eight years old.

The days are flying by! March is just a
couple of days away and before you know
it, summer will be here!

We are privileged to have Admiral Thad
W. Allen, Comman-
dant of the U.S. Coast
Guard, onboard
NASCC. He’s been
here for a few days vis-
iting the Coast Guard
Sector Command on
base and his other fel-
low service members
in the Coastal Bend.
I’m very pleased to

have the Sector Command on our base. This
is a natural joining of two maritime organi-
zations that complement each other. It’s just
another way that NAS Corpus Christi
stands out.

Next week, on March 6, Lt. Col Jon

Ullman, USAF, will turn over command of
the mighty VT-35 “Stingrays” to Cmdr. Mark
Springer, USN. There are more great things
to say about VT-35 than I have room in this
column to write. I’ll concentrate on just one
thing – the “Pilot for a Day” program.

VT-35, in conjunction with Driscoll
Children’s Hospital, are responsible for the
execution of this wonderful program. It
started more than six years ago when
George Ruiz proposed doing something
special for the terminally ill children at
Driscoll Hospital. VT-35 picked up the
mantle, nurtured it and, over the years,
watched it  expand to include NAS
Kingsville and NAS Jacksonville. Good
things happen when caring adults take the
time to share an adventure with children.
The “Pilot for a Day” program exemplifies
that as well as anything I can think of.

Jon, good luck as you head for newer

pastures! Mark, congratulations! I know
the squadron won’t miss a beat with you at
the controls.

There are a couple other events on the
horizon that I’d like to mention. The Execu-
tive Officer for the newly renamed Naval
Medical Clinic, Capt. Don Albia, is due to
leave on March 21. A Sailor to Naval Of-
ficer, Don is an inspiration to us all. Going
from E-1 to O-6 is difficult to say the least,
yet Don made it look easy! A consummate
leader, he and his wife, Mary Jane (Navy
Commander in the Reserves) will transition
to California where Don will be the Com-
manding Officer of the Naval Hospital at
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center,
29 Palms. The Hospital will be in good, ca-
pable hands. Don, we’ll miss you.

About the time Don and Mary Jane are

But what about
the part of us that
controls the body? Is
the spiri t  ready?
Sometimes, I talk with
folks who want to de-
velop their spirituality
but do not know how
to start. Thankfully,
this does not involve
putting your hand on
a screen or sending in
your “pledge” to a
slick televangelist! We do not need to be
some kind of extraordinary individual to de-
velop spiritually. The eight year old set the
world record for sit-ups one sit-up at a time.

The Market at Timber Gate
6646 S. Staples  •  993-6100

Open 
Sundays
11 am - 3 pm

Gyro, Chips & Tea
$599

No Other Offers Apply

10% OFF
Lunch or Dinner

With DoD ID

Happy 
Hour

Mon-Thur 3-7

More specials available for lunch and dinner. Discounts  
do not include alcohol. Call for details. Schedule  

now for your holiday and catering events.
Call in orders welcome. Delivery and catering available.

Belly 
Dancers

Friday - Saturday 
Nights

“The Place for Italian Food  
in Corpus Christi”

See our menu and wine list at www.lucianositalian.com

Lunch:	 Monday-Friday
	 11:15 - 1:45 pm 
Dinner:	Monday-Saturday
	 5:15 pm to 9:45 pm

1821 S. Alameda St.
Corpus Christi, TX 78404
361-882-3191

 

Luciano’s Italian Restaurant

3/6/2008 thru 3/9/2008
Fulton Oysterfest
Rockport , Texas   78382
A salute to the oyster industry with 
plenty of food, entertainment, arts, 
crafts and a carnival. Parade Sat 
3/8 at 11am. Traylor, down Fulton 
Beach Rd to the Oysterfest grounds 
For more information email bgaris@
garisfamily.com.

3/14/2008
Seafaring Movies
Texas Maritime Museum
361-729-1271
Rockport Harbor
Rockport , Texas   78382
The Texas Maritime Museum pres-
ents "Wake of the Red Witch" 1948, 

March in Rockport
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CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE: FOR SALE - (1.) New hardwood 
rectangular dining table, 6 chairs, extension 
- $1,000.00 OBO.  (2.) New hardwood round 
dining table, 4 chairs $600.00 OBO. Call 
361-937-3375.

ROOM MATE NEEDED
Two story home 3/2.5/2 on Rodd Field Road. 
1995sq. ft; washer, dryer, and new appli-
ances. $700 per month. Fully furnished if 
needed, male preferred. 6 min. from NAS 
Cell (972) 514-9581.

lost & found
FREE lost or found ad in the March 
13th issue of Wingspan
e-mail wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com or 
fax 361-884-9019. Did you find a pet … 
lose a pet … found a piece of jewelry … lost 
a piece of jewelry.

HOW TO PLACE A PAID CLASSIFIED 
AD IN THE March 13, 2008 issue Of 
WINGSPAN

$.50 per word – with a 24 word 
minimum.  Email your copy for the ad 
– exactly as you want it to appear to 
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com  or 
fax to 361-884-9019  by 03/05/08.  
Then call our office, 361-884-0816 
with your credit card or debit card 
number.  We do not invoice classified 
ads.

Military Special - One 
Free HD/DVR per family

Deadly rivalry in the South Seas  
John Wayne faces dangers above & 
below the sea! Showtime 7pm. 
Admission Free.

3/15/2008
Easter Egg Hunt
Texas Maritime Museum
361-729-1271
Rockport Harbor
Rockport , Texas   78382
Texas Maritime Museum partners 
with H E B to present a safe & Fun 
Easter Egg Hunt on the grounds of 
the Museum - 8am - Free.

3/15/2008
Whooping Crane Strut
Rockport Beachfront Pavilion
361-729-2213
Rockport Beach Park
Rockport , Texas   78382
5-10K Run and 2 Mile Walk 
8am start time.
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CLASSIFIEDS

HOW TO PLACE A FREE CLASSIFIED AD IN THE March 13, 2008 issue Of WINGSPAN

All Military and DOD personnel are eligible for a FREE Classified ad in Wingspan 
(non-commercial ads only) submit via email: 
wingspannewsaper@yahoo.com or FAX to 361-884-9019 by 03/05/08.  Please 
restrict free ads to 25 words or less. Please let us know if you are active military, 
retired military or DOD Personnel.  No PHONE CALLS PLEASE.

15370 S. Padre Island Dr. 
(Just past Whitecap Blvd.)

361-949-7737

Free Delivery on Padre 
Island after 5pm

Island Italian
Restaurant

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials
Live Music - Thur-Sat

Specializing in Fine Italian Cusine
Poudly serving Padre Island  

and our military for 21 years!

Another chapter in naval aviation his-
tory will close as two significant milestones
for the T-2 Buckeye jet trainer are written
into the books. The first is the 50th anni-
versary of the T-2’s first flight, followed
later this year by the retirement of this long
serving aircraft.

On Jan 31, 1958, with little fanfare, the
North American Aviation built YT2J-1 (pre-
production predecessor to the T-2C)
launched on its maiden flight at Columbus,
Ohio.  At that time, no one could have pre-
dicted the longevity, versatility, and reli-
ability of the trainer aircraft, affectionately
named the “Buckeye” after the state in
which it was built.

January 31 marked the 50th anniversary
of that first sortie; an impressive half-cen-
tury run that is rarely seen in military avia-
tion. To honor the many years of service of
this remarkable aircraft, the pilots and na-
val flight officers of Training Squadron 86
(VT-86) conducted a seven-plane, com-
memorative flyby of Naval Air Station
Pensacola, Fla. As the last Navy squadron
to operate the aircraft, VT-86 will also es-
cort the Buckeye into retirement later this
year.

 In the late 1950s, North American Avia-
tion was awarded the Navy contract to build
an all-purpose, two-seat jet that would be
used for naval aviation training. Wing de-
sign elements of the FJ-1 Fury, North

50-Year milestone for the T-2 Buckeye, set to retire in August
by Maj. Chuck Gant, USMCR and Lt. Col. Paul Hart, USMCR

American’s first jet, as well as the
control system and cockpit lay-
out of the T-28 Trojan were cho-
sen for the production model. A
retractable arrestor hook and
strong, wide, tricycle landing gear
were used to allow the aircraft to
be slammed down during aircraft
carrier landings. A robust airframe
built to withstand the heavy
stresses that inevitably occur
when training new students was
integral to the design. Excellent
visibility, slow approach speeds
and forgiving flight characteris-
tics were all additional features
that made the T-2 the perfect train-
ing platform for student aviators.

Although officially known as
the Buckeye, it is also affection-
ately called by the less flattering
nickname, “The Guppy,” because
of its bright orange paint job atop
a bulbous shape. A old verse from
a Training Squadron 4 pilot hym-
nal is further testament to the less
than glamorous appearance:
“Don’t give me a T-2 Buckeye, so
ugly it makes aviators cry.”

Throughout its tenure, the T-2 series
aircraft has been only slightly modified. The
original design, later designated the T-2A,
was built with a single Westinghouse J-34

engine - the only available power plant in
1956 capable of doing the job. By 1960,
modern lightweight and efficient turbojets
became available, allowing for a redesign

to a much more powerful twin-engine air-
craft designated the T-2B. In 1967, the engines

T-2 retirement continued on page 17
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VT-86 pilots fly T-2 Buckeyes, affectionately known as the “Thunder Guppies,” over
NAS Pensacola, Fla. The plane, which recently reached its 50-year mark, made its
first carrier landing on the USS Lexington on Sept. 2, 1966.

SERVICES
Experienced, mature house keeper - Will 
clean your home, condo or office. Referenc-
es. 361-806-2929.

Need UNLIMITED MINUTES on your 
cellphone? Need one set price per 
month to fit  your budget?

BOOST   UNLIMITED   
$45 per mo. FIRST MONTH FREE! 
Phones starting at $99.99
Nancy’s Wireless - Call 857-0100

FOR LEASE. Las Palmas Luxury Town-
homes on North Padre Island half block 
from beach. Built in 2007, 3 & 4 bdrms 
avail, 2 stall garage, approx. 2400 sq.ft. 
Poolside & Gulf view units. Visit www.
laspalmaslt.com to take a virtual tour 
of our resort pool! $2000/mo, $2000/
dep. Avail now. Call Amanda w/Miller RE 
361.688.5184.

HOUSE FOR RENT:  Beautiful 3/2/2 1640 
sq. ft., 5425 Armstrong.  Big yard, new 
carpet and paint. Dogs okay. $1225/
month. Mike 361.441.8557.

Flour Bluff - 5/4/4
Main house is 3/3 open floor plan w/ca-
thedral ceilings.  Large master bedroom. 
MB has double sinks, large Jacuzzi tub, 
walk in shower w/double shower heads, 
large walk in closet (gun safe stays).  
Alarm system, security cameras and sep-
arate laundry/pantry. Garage w/2 bed-
room guest quarters, kitchen, washer/
dryer hookups, living area, water heater 
and a/c.  1.17 acres with electric gate, 
RV parking, in ground pool, large covered 
BBQ area.  361-815-4802  $389,900.

EST. 1949

HOWARD’S

BAR-B-Q
New Hours - 11 am - 3 pm

Monday - Friday 
“Best Dang Bar-B-Q In Texas!”

Buy 1 Plate, Get Second  
Plate Half Off*

Must present coupon at time of order.

1002 ANTELOPE - 882-1200
ALSO VISIT US AT:

AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND 
WHATABURGER FIELD

★

*Restrictions Apply

Homes for sale

Homes for leaseLOOKING for Two LOYAL FRIENDS
Come visit the Gulf Coast Humane 

Society, we have 100’s 
of wonderful puppies, 
dogs, kittens and cats 
that will be your loyal 
friend.  Give two of them 
a loving home and while 
you are away they will 

have each other.  3118 Cabaniss Parkway, 
Corpus Christi, 361-225-0845   If your 
home if full with all the loving friends 
you can properly raise, please remember 
that the Gulf Coast Humane Society 
needs your help, all donations are greatly 
appreciated.

 WANT A NEW HOME?
Call- 361-993-6264 Be Your Own Build-
er® Save Thousands® Be in control. We 
can help with subs & financing. If you have 
credit problems, “It is not what it is but 
what it could be” We can help. 

Advertise YOUR  
Restaurant
In the Dining 
& Entertainment  
Section
of Wingspan

Published every  
other Thursday

In time to help our 
Readers make their
Dining  
& Entertainment  
decision for the  
weekend!

(and for everyday)

Call 361-814-0866 for 
details today!
e-mail:   
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com 

Mon-Thur 11-9:30 
Fri-Sat 11-10 
Sun 5-9:30
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Selling your car or home? Need room-
mates? Looking for furniture? No matter what
you need or need to sell, military and De-
partment of Defense personnel can place a
free, non-commercial advertisement in the
Wingspan classifieds section. There is also
a Lost and Found section for pets, jewelry,

and other items. In 25 words or less, write your advertisement and
email it to wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com or fax it to (361) 884-
9019. Please indicate whether you are military or DoD personnel.

Place FREE classified ads
in The Wingspan

Garcia

Ask Dr. Garcia

Dr.’s Philip and Carolyn
Cowan conducted a longitudinal
study in 2002, entitled Becoming
a Family Project, which examined

partners becoming parents for the first time.
Although the project didn’t succeed in im-
munizing young families forever from ad-
versity and marital problems, this interven-
tion effort did get 24 expectant couples and
their new babies through at least five years
of healthy growth and development. Re-
viewing their research, Dr.’s Cowan and
Cowan concluded that to sustain good fam-
ily functioning, it might be necessary to
give “booster shots” from time to time over
the family life cycle.

From a group of 72 couples who were
expecting their first babies, and 24 other
couples who had not yet decided whether
to become parents, a third of the expectant
couples participated in a six-month group
intervention that concluded three months
after the babies’ birth. In weekly sessions,
a clinically trained married couple encour-
aged the participants to raise any issues
they were grappling with. Both wives and
husbands described their dreams of creat-
ing an ideal family and talked about the
families they grew up in and about the im-
pending birth.

As each couple’s baby was born, the
couples brought their infants to the group.
It was only then that partners began to find
their way through the common changes,
problems, and conflicts people encounter.
Who could give up what? Who could take
responsibility for what? How could they
keep the marital relationship fulfilling while
dealing with the incessant demands of the
child? The researchers assessed family

A:::::

functioning, the quality of the marital rela-
tionship, parenting effectiveness, parents’
and children’s adjustment in late pregnancy
and when the baby was 6 months, 18
months, 3 years, and 5 years old.

At the 18-month follow-up, the effects
of the intervention were encouraging. Fa-
thers in the intervention group were more
involved and satisfied in parenting and re-
ported less negative change in marital sat-
isfaction, sexual relations, and social sup-
ports. In comparison to mothers in the non-
intervention group, mothers in the interven-
tion group saw their non-family roles, for
example, as worker or student, as more im-
portant. Intervention mothers were more
satisfied with the division of labor between
themselves and their husbands and with
their marriages overall; they were happier
with their sexual relations, and they seemed
better able to balance life stresses and so-
cial supports. In addition, at the 18-month
and 3-year follow-ups, significantly fewer
of the intervention couples were separated
or divorced.

By the time couples’ children were in
kindergarten, however, the positive effects
of the early intervention had waned. Mari-
tal satisfaction was beginning to decline
and there were few differences between the
intervention and nonintervention groups in
either either parenting style or children’s

Dr. Garcia continued on page 14

My wife and I are going
to have our first child in July.
How can new parents, such
as ourselves, cope with be-

coming a family?

Q:::::
were upgraded to more cost effective turbo-
jets and the T-2C was born. This final variant
is a 40-year-old world-class trainer capable
of a wide variety of training missions that
include: Air-to-Air Gunnery, Air-to-Air Com-
bat, Instrument, Formation, Spin, and Carrier
Qualification.

Navy flight students of BTG-9 (later re-
designated VT-4) first flew the T-2 in Novem-
ber 1959 at Naval Air Station Pensacola, Fla.,
“The Cradle of Naval Aviation.” Appropri-
ately enough, Pensacola will also be the sight
of the last student flight for the Buckeye as
Navy and Marine Reservists from VT-86 re-
tire the beloved aircraft in August. The mighty
Buckeye will be replaced by the more modern
T-45C Goshawk, already being flown by other
units around the Naval Air Training Com-
mand.

Testament to the success of the Buck-
eye is the thousands of Navy and Marine
Corps Pilots and Naval Flight Officers who
have earned their wings flying the T-2. While
not the most glamorous of jet-age designs,
there will always be a soft spot in the hearts
of those aviators who have had the privilege
of slipping the bonds of earth in the “Thun-
der Guppy.” Beauty truly is in the eye of the
beholder.

For more information on Training Wing
6 and Training Squadron 86, please visit:
https://www.cnatra.navy.mil/tw6

T-2 retirement continued from page 3Anderson continued from page 1
It’s the mindset; you’ve got to be able to think
on your feet. It just comes with the job. You
have to have a certain cockiness to do the
best. There are lives at stake daily and you’ve
got to be ready to perform.”

The dedication within the ATC depart-
ment is apparent in Anderson’s continued
leadership and example. When he took over
as LPO, he gave everyone an assignment: look
up the definition of “discipline.”

“My favorite part of this career is hav-
ing seen people grow professionally and be-
come independent,” he explained.

One bit of advice Anderson offers to ris-
ing Sailors and his shipmates would be to
pursue off-duty education. “This makes you
more marketable whether you stay in the Navy
or not. Stay in tune with the mission of the
command, and always mentor younger Sail-
ors. The rest of it will work out,” he said.

With his personal philosophy of always
taking ownership of his actions and having
goals set for himself, Anderson has proven
to be an excellent example of a top-notch
Sailor.

“Being nominated for Sailor of the year
has been the highlight of my time here at NAS
Corpus Christi. I didn’t do it for recognition.
I really care about my work.”

Anderson has also won Sailor of the Year
for the region, Navy Region Southeast, and
is currently in competition as one of the top
three in the Navy worldwide.

Southside Special Offer

Call 361-765-9671  
Put my experience to 

work for you  
www.travisscollier.com

Everyone gets a closet & a bedroom of their own in this 4 bedroom, 2 bath first-owner special 
in Royal Creek Estates. This brick home was built in 2005, and has over 1900 square feet 
of living area. Numerous features include tiled common rooms, stainless steel appliances, 
granite countertops & island, 2 dining areas, custom cabinetry & moulding, recessed ceilings 
in Den & master bedroom, & split tub/shower in master bath with two sinks. Front loading 
washer & dryer convey for $2000; deep freezer & shed all convey with a reasonable offer.

Sign up now for “The Corpus Report”
my take on the market, and what you need to do to survive the 
downturn. Email me now at traviscollier@kw.com for the first issue!

5242 Holly Rd  
 Corpus Christi, TX 78411  

(361) 994-9393

RE/MAX 
Metro 

Properties

Victoria Prince 
(Veteran)

(361) 991-3145   
(361) 442-3436 

Serving NASCC since 1967…

Visit www.grouponecc.com
 (search all properties)

Homes for Sale

Being relocated? For excellent service,  
let us put you in touch with one of our 

 “Leading Real Estate Companies of the 
World” in your new location.

(361) 991-9111 • Fax (361) 991-5865
5302 Everhart • Corpus Christi 78411

Properties for Lease
Some offering military discounts

4406 Hebert  3/2/2.............................. $1475

6229 Hartack  2/1.5................................$795

2725 Santa Fe B  2/2.5/1.......................$865

133 Lake Shore 3/2.5/2........................ $1500

4600 Ocean #1007  2/2........................ $1200

4000 Surfside #360 (Las Brisas)  2/1.... $1200

618 Botsford  1/1/1...............................$550

See 
Dining 

&
 Entertainment 

Guide on 
page

18 & 19

Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA
5314 Everhart, Suite A
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102
Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday  
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Keep the Sparkle in Your Smile!

For our dental phobics we offer:
•	 Nitrous oxide gas
•	 Conscious sedation (pills)
All the comforts of home including:  
•	 Blankets and pillows  
•	Walkmans 
•	Warm towels 

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

Tooth-colored fillings
Tooth whitening
Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards
Root canals
Non-surgical gum therapy

Now accepting:
MetLife  •  United Concordia

CompBenefits  •  GEHA

SOUTHSIDE	 ALAMEDA	 BAY AREA	 CALALLEN	 PORTLAND
992-6458	 855-7346	 985-1418	 241-9541	 643-2518
5945 Saratoga	 3435 S. Alameda	 7121 SPID	 13725 NW Blvd	 1929 W. Hwy 181
Across from	 Next to	 In the Bay Area	 Across from	 In the
Spohn Hospital	 Driscoll Children’s	 Medical Office	 Calallen High	 Crescent Center
South	 Hospital	 Building	 School	 Building

www.thechildrensclinic.com  •  Since 1952

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla español. We take 
all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and Aetna, and a Medicaid 
Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

That’s why so many parents choose the Children’s Clinic. 
Our experience and compassion allow you to take comfort 
in knowing that your child is receiving the best care pos-
sible. We’ve been doing this since 1952. We know a thing 
or two about kids. Come by any of our five convenient 
locations and see for yourself.

We Know Kidswww.victoriaprince.com
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Just four years ago, Capt. Brian Von
Kraus, now commander of Headquarters
and Support Company, 1st Battalion, 1st
Marine Regiment, Regimental Combat Team
6, was a platoon commander, fighting a ki-
netic war against insurgent forces in Anbar.

Serving in 2004 at the forefront of clan-
destine military operations, Von Kraus wit-
nessed the worst of what the enemy could
throw at a Marine unit. During one complex
attack, initiated by insurgents, he led his
Marines in three separate successful as-
saults on an enemy position. For his ac-
tions that day, he was awarded the Silver
Star Medal, one of the Marine Corps’ high-
est awards for conspicuous gallantry, third
only to the Medal of Honor and the Navy
Cross.

Four years later, Von Kraus finds him-
self back in Anbar province, but this time
he’s winning the war without firing a shot.
He has once again come to the forefront of
operations as the creator of Operation Iraqi
Pen Pal, a letter exchange program bridg-
ing the gap between the young students of
the local Iraqi schools here, and students

of Boston and Maine public schools in the
United States.

Operation Iraqi Pen Pal recently com-
pleted its first transfer of more than 70 let-
ters from Iraqi children to multiple U.S.
schools, who in turn provided more than
100 responses that were handed out to Iraqi
children by Von Kraus himself.

“The Americans, all they see is bad
news; bombs, crimes, all of this,” said the
29-year-old Boston native, standing
amongst a throng of local youth while he
handed out another batch of American let-
ters. “With the pen pals, American kids can
talk to Iraqi kids and see the reality of the
good stuff and see how similar they really
are to the children over here in Iraq. I’m
sure we all have common misconceptions
and I hope this can clear some of that up.”

The program’s initial stages started
late September with just a couple of e-mails
and some help from his family, said Von
Kraus.

“I got the idea from the adjutant, who

U.S. and Iraqi children get to know each
other through Operation Iraqi Pen Pal
by Cpl. Bryce C.K. Muhlenberg, 1st Marine Division

Iraqi students hold letters and postcards sent from American children in
Boston and Maine, which include post cards and photos showing America
and its way of life.
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Pen Pals continued on page 15

MWR will get you ready for Spring!
Sikorsky Appreciation Days at the Golf Course
MWR would like to thank the employees of Sikorsky for their patronage! Employees
can enjoy 50 percent off golf and cart fees March 7-9.

Lifeguard registration begins March 1
If you’re interested in lifeguarding on base this summer, come register on March 1 at
the E Street Gym or Bayside Pool. For more information, please contact Earl Olsen at
(361) 961-3260.

ITT tickets for Concrete Street concerts
Stop by ITT and pick up discounted tickets for the following events: Doobie Brothers,
March 12; Pat Greene & Friends March 15; Taste of Chaos, April 12. For more
information, visit www.concretestreet.net.

March Special for Outdoor Recreation and Adventure Center
Sneak up on the reds with a Kayak Fishing Package! You’ll get a specially designed
kayak that’s perfect for fishing the flats, fishing pole, bait bucket, and net. Reserve
yours today (two available) for just $20 a day. Call (361) 961-1293 or email
monte.reitz@navy.mil
Captain’s Cup Golf League
Teams can sign up at the E Street Gym or the Golf Course. Registration will begin on
Feb. 22 through March 21. A mandatory organizational meeting will be held on March
27 at 2:30 p.m. Matches will be held on Thursday afternoons; tee time is at 3:15 p.m.
Twilight green fees apply; all other fees willl be at the current rate. All golfers must
have a recognizable handicap.

Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees

Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

9301 S.P.I.D.
Hours by Appointment  

Monday thru Friday

937-5555

Tri-Care Provider    

dental care in Flour Bluff for the whole family

Family Dentistry
Dr. G.S. Fossum, D.D.S. P.C.

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY:
Paul A. Kennedy, Jr., D.D.S.
Paul A. Kennedy, III, D.D.S.

William B. Haley, D.M.D.

ORTHODONTICS:
Robert B. Hanover, Jr., D.D.S.

Gary F. Wesson, D.D.S.

Providing Orthodontics 
for both adults and  
children.

6200 Saratoga
Corpus Christi, TX 78414

992-9500 • 993-6600
1-866-992-9500

3435 S. Alameda Suite A
Corpus Christi, TX 78414

853-0381 
1-866-769-1205

www.paulkennedydds.com

Caring Individuals  
Dedicated to Your Fam-
ily’s Good Health.

Real  Estate  
Professionals

and

Mortgage   
Professionals

For information on  
placing your AD  
in Wingspan

Call 361-814-0866 
e-mail:   
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com

ORTHODONTIC
EVALUATION

FREE
• 0 Down Payment
• $88.00 Per Month

WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

EXAM &
X-RAYS
$1900
WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

TOOTH WHITENING
$19900

WITH COUPON

We Cater To  
Cowards
With Bad  

Breath and  
Crooked Teeth

•	 Gentle Family Dentistry
•	 Financial Arrangements
•	 Delta Dental & United Concordia
•	 Medicaid Accepted
•	 Non-Surgical Gum Treatment

Pleasing You Is Our Primary Concern

SUNRISE MALL
FAMILY DENTAL CENTER

994-GUMS (4867)

Evening and Saturday  
appointments available

Dr. Scott Barton  

2 7/16” x 2 3/4”

5026 Deepwood Cir
Corpus Christi, Tx  78415

361-854-2278

2150 W. Wheeler
Aransas Pass, Tx 78336

361-758-5199

(also located in Calallen and Alice)

1700 Wildcat, Ste.#C
Portland, Tx  78374

361-643-8243

Humpal Physical Therapy
& Sports Medicine Centers
www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

•  Comprehensive Physical Therapy Outpatient Treatment
•  Provider for Champus, ChampVA, and TRICARE
•  Aquatic Therapy in Large Indoor Pools
•  Free Injury Screening

Shear Heaven Pet Spaw

Fancy Clips • Scissor Clips   
Breed Clips  •  Shave Downs  

Professional 
Services

Professional
 Results

3 groomers with more than  
35 years combined experience.

Open Tues - Sat - 9-5
618 NAS Drive - Flour Bluff

Call 945-0392 for an appointment
Teri Markowsky  •  Donna Molohon  •  Janiel Hayes
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The U.S. Naval Institute (USNI),
America’s premier independent, non-profit,
non-partisan forum on national defense and
homeland security, has announced a unique
online initiative. This will provide all active
duty and Reserve service members, as well
as civilians with a “.mil” email address, an
opportunity for free unlimited membership
to the Naval Institute, including online ac-
cess to publications and other Institute ben-
efits.

“As our military becomes more joint-
force oriented, we felt it imperative to make
these two publications in particular, readily
available to every member of the military,”
said Naval Institute CEO, Major General Tom
Wilkerson, USMC (Ret.) “These magazines,
and other resources available through the
Naval Institute, will provoke thought and
discussions which are not only relevant to
enhancing their military careers but also
contribute significantly to our nation’s se-
curity as a whole.”

Other member bonuses include an op-
portunity to be part of the website

www.GetTheGouge.com, a new web-based
community of active-duty service members
sharing first person, cutting-edge perspec-
tives on combat operations in the War; ex-
clusive member discounts to more than
1,000 Naval Institute Press book titles; and
special invitations to national security and
military conferences. Members will also
have access to episodes of the award win-
ning Americans at War television series
airing nationally on PBS.

The U.S. Naval Institute, founded in
1893, is a professional membership organi-
zation whose mission is to preserve and
promote Naval Heritage and to provide an
independent forum to address issues criti-
cal to national security. USNI hosts con-
ferences, publishes Proceedings and Na-
val History magazines, and the Naval In-
stitute Press publishes more than 75 pro-
fessional and commercial books a year.

Visit www.usni.org to learn more about
the Institute. To sign up, visit
www.usni.org/membership/activeduty.asp.

U.S. Naval Institute offers free
membership to all military personnel
Complimentary online access to complete issues of Proceedings and
Naval History magazines now available worldwide
by Jessica Andrews, USNI Communications Manager

The Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society
traces its roots to the 1903 football game be-
tween the U.S. Naval Academy Midshipmen
and the Cadets from West Point. Although
the score was one-sided (the Mids lost 40-5),
the Navy and Marine Corps
were also winners because
President Theodore
Roosevelt gave the Navy
one-third of the gate re-
ceipts, totaling $9,000 and
providing initial funding for
our organization.

Since its founding in
1904, Society volunteers and
employees have provided
more than $1.1 billion in in-
terest-free loans and grants
to more than four million active duty and re-
tired Sailors, Marines, and their families. A
substantial amount of our financial assistance
goes to service members with families because
they often face more budgetary problems.
However, the Society renders financial assis-
tance to everyone, regardless of marital sta-
tus.

The single, most prevalent category of
need was Basic Living expenses. Our clients
also sought assistance to pay for emergency
transportation, medical and dental bills, fu-
nerals, and setting up households, including
security and utility deposits, car repairs, and
more. Based on need, assistance is provided

as an interest-free loan or grant. Our Combat
Casualty Assistance Program offers both RN
based educational support and assistance to
our wounded, as well as unmet financial needs
while awaiting entitlements.

If a Shipmate was having
bad luck, you’d treat him to a
cup of coffee  for $1.25, wouldn’t
you? Would you do it once a
week? An allotment of $1.25 a
week adds up to $5.00 a month
or $60 a year. If every active duty
Sailor and Marine made that
commitment, it would generate
$31 million in funds to help Sail-
ors and Marines and their fami-
lies with emergency needs.

The Navy Department’s
Active Duty Fund Drive, conducted in March
of each year, remains distinct from the Com-
bined Federal Campaign for an important rea-
son. The Combined Federal Campaign
charges all organizations under its campaign
umbrella an administrative fee of more than
ten percent of their total collection.

The Society has a two-fold purpose of
collecting funds for relief purposes, and also
educating Sailors and Marines on the services
and programs available for their benefit.

Naval Services have always taken care
of their own, so support the Active Duty Fund
Drive by calling the NMCRS at (361) 961-3482.

Active Duty Fund Drive will support
Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society
by Tambi Parker, NAS Corpus Christi NMCRS

was starting a similar project,” he said. “I
also got an e-mail from my mother the same
day. So, I started e-mailing some schools
back home and my mother started working
the network down there, getting in contact
with schools.”

Eventually the program proved to be a
popular idea in the United States and it was
put on a type of Boston public schools bul-
letin. People started calling Von Kraus, ask-
ing how they can get involved. Since then,
the letters continued to flow in from the
states.

According to Jasam Mouhame Idan,
the Assistant Manager of the Arfwan girls’
school here, he couldn’t be happier.

“This is the first time I have heard of a
program like this, and it is great,” said the
tall, Habbaniyah native. “And it is a very
good idea because these students can make
friends in the United States and other coun-
tries, and it lets them know that we are not
bad people. We are good. We like this idea
because we see that your people want to
know what is going on in our country.”

“One cool thing about when the Iraqi
kids get these letters and post cards is they
realized that they are noticed by American
kids and they write back with their own let-
ters and photos,” said Von Kraus. “I think
these kids have no idea what to make of it.
There are photos of American girls playing
soccer and having class and doing every-
thing together with the guys. There are pic-
tures of the kids sledding, skiing, going to
the movies, swimming and some of this
blows the Iraqi kids’ minds. The stuff we
take for granted, they don’t get to do over
here in Iraq. But I think Iraqi kids respond
really well to the letters.”

There has been a great resurgence of
local security, safety and progress in this
area once dubbed the “wild west” of Iraq.
This security has allowed Iraqis to begin
training as Iraqi security personnel, which
allows other Iraqis to go about their lives
and start rebuilding their country in a safe
environment.

“It is amazing how many Iraqis you see
out here taking charge now, which allows
us to do great stuff like this.”

The program is a great success, said
Idan, and for more than one reason.

“I also think that when kids see the
U.S. forces, some wave, but some are
scared,” he said. “It’s going to also help
them understand more about the Marines.
Some of them have heard bad things from
insurgents, who have said the American
forces are bad guys. I think this program
will let them know how Americans really
are.”

“I really think it is good for both coun-
tries and hopefully we can make this pos-
sible across every unit here in Anbar,” said
Von Kraus. “I hope to pass it up to the Regi-
mental Combat Team level and push it out
to other battalions and out to as many
schools as possible. I would love to see
them carry this one and I think it will be
good if they do.”

Pen Pals continued from page 5

Resort by the Sea
An Ocean Drive address you can afford.  
Live on the water!

4242 Ocean Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411

FEATURES
• Two sparkling pools
• Covered parking
• Private lighted fishing pier
• Floorplans from 584 to 1329 sq. ft.
• Washer/dryer* connections

361-853-0871

• Elevators in five-story buildings
• 10x16 storage units available
• Ceiling fan/decorator colors
• 5% discounts on miltary, medical, law enforcement
* In select plans

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

1 bedroom/1 bath	
2 bedroom/1 bath
2 bedroom/2 bath	
3 bedroom/2 bath

Prices starting
 at $540

Affordable Rents with 1 Month Free
(12 Month Lease)

Stop by today and reserve your  
new home by the sea!

• 4 SWIMMING POOLS
• COVERED PARKING
• JACUZZI • FIREPLACES
• BASKETBALL COURT
• WASHER-DRYER CONNECTIONS

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY ROPKO INC.
Visit us at www.Ropko.com to view our floor plans

993-1030
1515 Ennis Joslin

Active Military Discounts Include:
No deposits  •  No application fee.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

New Corpus Christi customers can save nearly 35% 
off the incumbent provider's standard monthly 
rate. Check out the savings and sign up online at  
http://powershed.joinambit.com
Learn more about Texas energy deregulation at 
http://powershed.energy526.com

Ambit Energy Lowers  
Rates In Texas !
New Lone Star Gold  

Month-to-Month Rate Plan  
Offers Our Lowest Rates Ever!

Bill Shedd
Independent Ambit Energy Consultant

sheddwks@yahoo.com  •  210 722-2438

Buy One Key & Get 
One FREE KEY

Padre Island Supply Inc.
937-1473

9830 S.P.I.D.

Limit 6 sets. One coupon per 
visit. Not to be combined with 

any other offer.

Golf Course Views
Country Club Lifestyle

Prestigious Ocean Drive
Location…Location…Location

Upscale Ocean Drive
Enjoy the Lifestyle

A Great Place to Call Home
Bring Your Family

Country Club Manor Apartments
5402 Saratoga Blvd.

Corpus Christi, TX 78413
361-991-2504

Ocean Palms Apartments
4325 Ocean Drive

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-852-2631

Bay Tree Ocean Drive Apartments
4645 Ocean Drive

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-991-4164

Alameda Apartments
4422 S. Alameda St.

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-992-6578

Miltary
Discounts

From
$615

From
$564

From
$695

From
$615

Apartment Living

&
Island Foundation Schools

Seashore 
 Learning 
  Center

Serving grades K-4
Serving our community since 1996

TEA Exemplary Campus
15801 S.P.I.D.
361-949-1222

fax 361-949-6762
     

Seashore 
 Middle 
   Academy

Open-enrollment, tuition-free, 
public charter schools

Serving grades 5-8
Opened August 2007

College preparatory middle school
15437 S.P.I.D.
361-654-1134

fax 361-654-1139

Space is limited—act now!
Open registration is from March 1 to March 31, 

and the lottery to determine admission will be held April 1.  
Forms may be downloaded from www.islandfoundation.esc2.net. 

 
Serving Padre Island, Flour Bluff, Port Aransas and the Naval Air Station.

For more information, visit our website:  www.islandfoundation.esc2.net

TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS  

IN THE WINGSPAN  
MILITARY  

NEWSPAPER  
CALL (361) 814-0866

or email
wingspannewspaper@

yahoo.com

BE A SEA SCOUT
Learn To Sail

RACE in IC24s

Young Adults 14 thru 20
Transportation May  

Be Available
CALL TOM KANE  

361 949 4788
E MAIL kane3@allsailing.net
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packing up, we’ll all be deep in the middle
of Spring Break. Most of the schools in
Corpus Christi will be out the same week
but other schools in Texas may be a week
earlier or later. The City beaches will attract
large numbers of high school and college
students. They’ll be making the trek here
for what will be (for Corpus Christi) two
weeks of adventure and fun in the sun!

If you’re traveling during Spring Break,
please knock out your planning early. Be
careful as you drive, keep your head on a
swivel, and look out for the other guy! We
want everyone back after the well-deserved
holiday!

Watch after each other, have fun and
make sure you leave me a parking spot at
the beach! I’m going to try to get as much
beach time as I can before we’re invaded at
Spring Break! See ya there!

Captain continued from page 2

In a similar way, a person who has had no
spiritual development can become spiritu-
ally strong with a willingness to begin, a
personal commitment and a realistic path
to spiritual growth.

Some suggestions for getting the spirit
ready: First, seek out spiritual knowledge.
Read Scripture. Second, meditate (dedi-
cated thinking) on them. At minimum, allow
them to influence you at least as much as
the commercials you hear every day. Third,
make healthy choices based on what you
read. This will bring you into a living un-
derstanding of the spiritual dimension of
life. It will also help you begin to adjust
your view of life from the errors of “flabby”
thinking to a more balanced and thought-
ful perspective. According to St. Paul, this
will help prepare us for better living today
and forever.

Chaplain continued from page 2

adaptation. However, later findings from
this research project indicated that another
intervention (e.g., parent training to deal
with problems unique to rearing toddlers)
when the child was two could address some
of the issues that led to later declines in
marital satisfaction, to disruptions in fam-
ily functioning, and to children’s behavior
problems.

The outcome of this study suggests
that as new changes and challenges arise
during your own family life cycle, contin-
ued intermittent intervention focusing on
new issues may be necessary to sustain
good family functioning. Because becom-
ing parents does pose risks to a young fam-
ily, intervention programs like that previ-
ously described have been designed to
strengthen couple relationships and reduce
the adverse consequences of the transition
to parenthood. Some family therapists have
even suggested that, just as we go for regu-
lar medical checkups, we should go for regu-
lar checkups of family well-being to iden-
tity family problems and prevent them from
escalating.

Dr. Garcia continued from page 4

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
IN THE WINGSPAN MILITARY NEWSPAPER

CALL (361) 814-0866
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com

Are you looking for a new or  
pre-owned vehicle?  

Call Champion Chevrolet/Cadillac  
 Call 361-654-2100 - Ask for  

Louis Benavides for details about special pricing. 

Attention ALL Military Personnel
VCCO-0479 • 10.25x11.5 • spot/red-blue • 1/20 • max

OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2004 AutoNation, Inc.

STORE HRS: MON-FRI 8:30-8 • SAT 9-6 • SERVICE HRS: MON-FRI 7-6 • SAT 8-1

6650 South Padre Island Drive • At The AutoMall • Between Airline & Nile

1-866-242-2709NEW
CARS
CALL:

PODEMOS AYUDARLE EN ESPAÑOL

Roger
Clemens
Spokesperson

COUPON

BRING THIS COUPON IN AND GET AN
EMPLOYEE PRICE

ON  ALL NEW & USED CHEVYS & CADILLACS*

On behalf of the of
Corpus Christi, Texas, we would like to Express our
most sincere appreciation to all UNITED STATES
MILITARY PERSONNEL and their families. We at 

are truly grateful. Michael Child, General Manager

Champion Chevrolet, Cadillac

$500$500TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2005 AutoNation, Inc.

Military personnel must bring this AD to 
qualify for special pricing and/or rebate. 
Rebates apply to new vehicles ONLY and 
special pricing will apply to all vehicles 

new and pre-owned.  
Call TODAY!
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10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

Saturday, March 8th!

*FREE WITH COURSE:  
Coastal Cycle Academy T-shirt 

10% off merchandise  
at Cycle Plaza

Pictures, key chains,  
and other giveaways

*UPON COMPLETION  
OF THE COURSE: 

Exempt from riding  
portion of the DPS test

10-15% off your  
motorcycle insurance

You can ride on the Base!

Basic Rider Course                                       
ONLY $190!

if you’re not 
riding, 

you’re not 
living!

2 DAY COURSE
Beginners and 
experienced riders 
welcome!

Sign up today at www.
coastalcycleacademy.com  

or call 949-8664!

Del Mar College  
Transportation  

Training Services
(West Campus)  

Old Brownsville Rd. & Airport Rd.
Earn your Class A CDL  

in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  

courses also available.

3Tuition reimbursement  
from sponsored  

companies
3Military tuition  

assistance available 
3Government Grants 

3Job placement  
assistance

Call Now To Register
(361) 698-2707
www.delmar.edu/trucking

Ask about our  
new Bus Program

• 	 Upgrade    •  Repair
•	 Custom Built Computers
•	 Wireless and LAN  
	 Network Support

CALL Mike Westergren
Office: 361-334-9543  

Mobile: 361-290-9049
email: michaelwestergren@gmail.com

DEPENDABLE SERVICE AT 
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE

DEPENDABLE COMPUTERS

Certificate in Ministry Training  
Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Master of Divinity

You will find our class schedule on our  
Web Site at www.stscs.org

Come see us at 7000 Ocean Drive,  
just past TAMU-CC,  or call us at 991-9403

The South Texas SCHOOL of 
CHRISTIAN STUDIES

offers a variety of academic opportunities in association 
with Howard Payne University and Logsdon School 
of  Theology at Hardin-Simmons University. If you are 
interested in a Christian Studies education from a fully 
accredited SACS and ATS institution here in Corpus 
Christi come see us. Our tuition is remarkably reason-
able, our professors are eminently qualified, and our 
location is convenient. Many of our classes are taught 
in the evening,  typically one night a week.
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A Naval officer from the Naval Station
Ingleside waterfront served as the official
inspecting officer for a Navy Junior Reserve
Officer Training Corps (NJROTC) annual in-
spection, Feb. 7, in Corpus Christi, Texas.
In effect, he was inspecting the Navy lead-
ers of tomorrow.

Retired Cmdr. Bill Hughen, senior Na-
val Science Instructor at Richard King High
School, called on the services of Cmdr. J.C.
Smith, Port Operations Director at the
Ingleside base, to inspect the NJROTC ca-
dets. The inspection must be performed by
an active duty O-5 or above.

Hughen retired as the officer in charge
of Fleet Support Activity, Ingleside, before
becoming the school’s Senior Naval Science
Instructor in 2000. He has 87 members in
his cadet corps.

Smith not only agreed to Hughen’s re-
quest, he even brought along some “rein-
forcements:” Assistant Port Operations Of-
ficer, Lt. Eric Busig; and Master at Arms First
Class (SW) Jeffrey Lee, Naval Station
Ingleside Security Department investigator.

“I was impressed by the cadets’ enthu-
siasm, motivation, and dedication, which
was brilliantly reflected in their uniform ap-
pearance,” said Smith. He was also ex-
tremely impressed with the unit’s drill per-
formances that followed the inspection.

Once finished with presenting awards
to the unit’s most outstanding cadets and
drill team,  Smith and his colleagues were
presented with a debrief by several of the
unit’s staff.

“I got the opportunity to get to know
each cadet staff member through their class-
room presentations and talking with them
[individually] afterward about their personal
and career goals,” Smith continued.

One of these cadets was the unit’s com-
manding officer, Cadet Lt. Cmdr. Drew
Crocker, a senior who has been accepted to

the Naval Academy and plans to serve his
country as a combat engineer or a field ar-
tillery officer with the U.S. Marine Corps.

Crocker has served as the unit’s com-
manding officer since last year. The big-
gest challenge he faced in the unit has been
getting his fellow cadets to realize that
there’s more to NJROTC than just getting a
PE credit. “It’s a great way to improve your-
self mentally, physically, and morally,” he
added.

Another senior, executive officer, Ca-
det Lt. Nicole Resendez, said “attention to
detail” has been the most demanding as-
pect of her NJROTC experience. “NJROTC
has helped develop my leadership and
‘followership’ skills,” she emphasized.
Resendez added that she’s “leaning to-
ward” joining the Marine Corps as well. “I
like to challenge myself,” she smiled.

Indeed, the high school students who
participate in the program are challenged
on a daily basis: Mondays and Wednes-
days include classroom instruction in Na-
val Science and military history; Tuesdays
feature either drill or a sports activity; on
Thursdays, uniform inspection; and Fri-
days, physical training. During the sum-
mer, cadets are encouraged to attend a
week-long leadership training camps.

According to Hughen, the NJROTC
program at Richard King is among the old-
est in the United States – inaugurated in
1967, when the program was introduced by
Congress.

“I couldn’t have been more pleased
with the professionals from Ingleside,”
Hughen said. “Cmdr. Smith, Lt. Busig, and
Petty Officer Lee were fantastic with the
cadets, which helped put them at ease. Af-
ter the inspection, I was outside the class-
room talking with Cmdr. Smith and observed
several cadets walk up and thank him for
conducting the inspection.”

Ingleside Port Ops Director inspects
‘tomorrow’s leaders’ at King HS
by Mike Antoine, Naval Station Ingleside Public Affairs Specialist

Cmdr. James Smith,
Naval Station Ing-
leside Port Opera-
tions Director, ins-
pects an NJROTC
cadet from Richard
King High School.
Smith took time to
speak with each
cadet individually
regarding their
plans for the future
after seeing their
classroom pre-
sentations.

Photo by Mike Antoine

Another purpose of the visit was to pro-
vide airframe specific emergency training to
Victoria’s airfield fire department. The flight
consisted of a T-34 Turbo Mentor, T-44 Pe-
gasus and a TC-12 Huron; one of each type
of Training Wing 4 aircraft. Two NAS
firefighters, Curtis Heffner and Darrel Opine,
hopped a ride on the TC-12 to conduct the
training event.

“We want [Victoria’s firefighters] to be
familiar with our aircraft,” said Maj. Campbell.
The training included general familiarization
with the aircraft and rescue procedures for
each different airframe. The Victoria
firefighters were taught how to access the
aircraft, shut down the engines, and rescue
students and instructors. They were also in-
structed on the locations of “caution zones”

Victoria continued from page 1
such as fuel caps and batteries.

Larry Blackwell, Victoria’s Airfield Man-
ager, said, “We were very pleased with the
training and the professionalism. I think it will
be extremely beneficial for both parties.”

After speaking with the firefighters and
the civilian aviators, Blackwell says both
groups had overwhelmingly positive reac-
tions to the visit. “I got very encouraging

comments from our pilots. They were very
impressed with the Navy [and Air Force] avia-
tors who came.”

Blackwell was in high spirits after the
visit. “We want to do whatever we can to
make [Victoria] a good site for training.” As
of Feb. 15, the Victoria control tower is ex-
pected to open at the end of March 2008.

(L to R): Lt. Manny Tatavak, Capt. Josh Ritzman and Capt. Jay Tranum met
with local civilian pilots at Sky Restaurant adjacent to Victoria Regional Airport.
The forum opened communication between military and general aviators
regarding operations around Victoria airfield.

Capt. Curtis Heffner (left) of NASCC Fire Department shows Victoria Regional
Airport’s Fire Chief David Phillips into the TC-12 Huron. Victoria’s firefighters
were instructed on emergency rescue procedures for the TC-12, T-44 and T-34.
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• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate

William A. Thau III, P.C.

• Military Law
• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense

9708 S.P.I.D., Suite A-101 • CORpus Christi  
(361) 937-5513  •  Toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas
Former President of the Corpus Christi Family Law Association (1999-2000)

“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

Selected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas Monthly

Charles C. Smith
Attorney at Law

Former Judge Advocate US Navy

• Personal Injury
• Car Accidents
• Divorce
• Bankruptcy 7 - 13
• Child Custody
• Merit System Protection Board
• Sexual Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

Recommended Service

Personal Injury • Criminal Law
Auto Accidents • Divorce
DWI • Wills and Probate

Immigration

4531 Ayers, Suite 402
Corpus Christi, Texas

 (361) 881-8509
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Gerald G. Villarreal
Attorney at Law

CCAD Employee 1991-2001

It’s our small way of saying 
thank you.
Sprint supports the men and 
women of the Armed Forces.

 U.S. Military Personnel Save 15%
on monthly service plans with waived activation fees*  
and receive a FREE MONTH OF SERVICE*  
on your primary line.
*Up to $36 value.*Requires new activation  
and 2-year subscriber agreement.
Offer ends 03-31-08

*Not available in all markets or retail locations.  Offer not available on add-a-phone activations.  Offer only available to 
Active members of the US Military, Reservists, Retired Military and their dependents.  Current US Military ID or depen-
dent ID required at time of purchase.  Also available for US Coast Guard and National Guard individual-liable accounts.  
Government Employee Discount:  Excludes plans subject to promotional pricing.  Advertised Discount only available for 
employees of Government agencies subject to employee discount pricing with Sprint Family/friends must be invoiced on 
the same account as eligible employee.  Waived activation fee and one month free credit required activation of primary 
plan by 03/31/08.  Offer only for individual-liable lines with approved credit and a 2-year agreement.  Add-a-phone 
plans are subject to credit approval.  Nextel National Network reaches over 274 million people.  Sprint National Net-
work reaches over 262 million people.  Coverage not available everywhere.  Offer ends 04/12/08.  Discount and service 
credit only apply to monthly charges;  taxes and surcharges still apply.  Up to $200 early termination fee applies to each 
line.  May not be combinable with other offers.  Not available for plans and services subject to promotional pricing.  © 
2008.  Sprint Nextel.  All rights reserved.  Sprint, the logo, and other trademarks are the trademarks of Sprint Nextel.  
MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are registered in the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office.  All other marks are the 
property of their respective owners. 
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Expires 03/31/08

Eyelash Extensions
50% Off

855-2323
www.boutiquedujour.com

Boutique Du Jour
1220 Airline (next to Toys  ‘R Us)

Tuesday - Friday Only

WOULD YOU LIKE TO DROP 
3 SIZES IN 3 MONTHS?

•	 Fully bi-lingual staff

985-6060

RN
on site!

BELLWETHER INITIAL VISIT INCLUDES:

BELLWETHER WEIGHT LOSS CENTER
5525 S. STAPLES

(Enclave Professional Center)

•	60 Days of Appetite Suppressants (controls hunger & regulates mood)
•	60 Days Diuretics (as medically indicated)
•	30 Days of Lipotropic (fat metabolizing) vitamins
•	Kidney, Liver and Thyroid screening
•	Choice of 1st free injection (B-12 or Lipo-Den)
•	Referral program available

Marine Cpl. Ronny Porta can pinpoint the
day he decided to enter the military: September
11, 2001.

That morning, Porta, who had emigrated
from Peru to the United States just six months
earlier, was sitting in his high school math class
when the principal burst in and told the teacher
to quickly turn on the television. Initially be-
lieving they were watching a movie, the class
stared at the screen, horrified, while their teacher
began sobbing. As the class saw the World
Trade Center towers fall, one after another, 15-
year-old Ronny Porta decided on a career in
the military.

The JROTC program he joined through
school shortly after the terrorist attacks of 9/11
was the ideal prelude to Porta’s service selec-
tion. The young man already had a good idea
of what military life involved, since several rela-
tives, including his paternal grandfather, had
served in the Peruvian army. Initially intending
to sign on as a soldier, in his senior year Porta
visited a Marine reserve unit and was impressed
at the discipline and motivation of the men he
met that day. The young man knew where he
belonged.

Following high school graduation in 2005,
Porta entered Basic Training, followed by weap-
ons training in California and Motor Transport
School in Missouri. Back at Camp Lejeune, then
Lance Cpl. Porta, honed his skills working with
transport vehicles, including Humvees and
heavy trucks. In mid-2006, he volunteered for a
tour of duty to support the 1st Marines 2nd

Division ground unit in Iraq. But in early May
2007, his career as a Marine took an unexpected
turn.

On a routine supply mission outside of Al
Asad, Iraq, Porta and his two closest friends in
the unit were assigned to the second vehicle in
a five-vehicle transport caravan. Unknown to
the Marines on the supply mission that day,
the stretch of road they were traveling had been
mined with a remotely controlled improvised
explosive device (IED). The blast occurred just
as Porta’s vehicle passed the bomb.

The young Marine’s two buddies died in-
stantly. Porta himself suffered extensive inju-
ries, including loss of his right arm and right ear,
severe damage to his right eye, loss of his left
thumb and tips of the index and pinkie fingers,
and 3rd degree burns on 40 percent of his body.

Back at home in the U.S., the Porta family
left immediately to meet their son at Brooke Army
Medical Center in Texas, taking little more than
an overnight bag. As the days dragged into
weeks, his mother, Rene Porta, began losing
customers from her cleaning business, while
her husband, Felix, came to an arrangement with
his employer that allowed him to work enough
hours to keep health benefits. But with no
source of income during the time they remained
at their son’s bedside, the family’s bills soared.

At that point, Marine Staff Sgt. C. Marty
Martinez a member of the Marine Patient Af-
fairs Team at Brooke Army Medical Center, re-
ferred the Porta family to Navy-Marine Corps
Relief Society’s Combat Casualty Assistance

Program, a move the family credits with helping
them stay afloat through the nightmare of not
knowing if their only son would survive.

Visiting Nurse Theresa Goodwin met with
the Porta family and quickly determined that
they were ideal candidates for the Combat Ca-
sualty Program because the Society offers an
entirely different type of support than otherwise
available at military and Veterans Administra-
tion facilities.

“The focus of the Combat Casualty Pro-
gram is two-fold: the well-being of the
servicemember, plus that of the family. We serve
as resources, advocates, and support person-
nel all rolled into one,” Goodwin says. “That’s
part of what makes our program unique. We make
sure the family stays on track by providing what-
ever type of assistance they need, including
health education and a variety of support ser-
vices, so they are better able to help their son,
daughter, or spouse with the healing process.”

Working in tandem with the Society’s Case-
work Division, Goodwin has been able to allay
the family’s fears of losing their home during the
long period away from their jobs. As a result,
Rene and Felix Porta have been able to take a
more active role in helping their son during his
recuperation; assistance that Goodwin says
plays a crucial role in the servicemember’s re-
turn to health.

“The Porta family is probably one of the
strongest families I’ve ever met,” says Goodwin,
“but a traumatic injury such as the one suffered
by their son can impose untold stress on even

the strongest of the strong. Navy-Marine Corps
Relief Society’s Combat Casualty Program has
been able to help this family weather the finan-
cial and psychological storm they face.”

In all, Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society
had the privilege of delivering $1.5 million in
Combat Casualty and Combat Related Assis-
tance to 1,035 service members and their de-
pendents in 2007, and every one of those indi-
viduals received a solemn promise that NMCRS
services are available for as long as needed.

Now, when Porta on the life-altering events
he faced in 2007, he counts his blessings.

NMCRS Combat Casualty program is lifesaver for Marine and family

Porta

by Lisa Askler, NMCRS Staff Writer
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Winging Ceremony · February 15

Congratulations, 2007 Military of the Year
2007 Military
of the Quarter

Photo by Hugh Lieck Event Photography

Photo by Richard Stewart, Base Photographer

Fleet Readiness Center Mid-Atlantic Site: Sr.
Sailor-AT1 David Zuza; Petty Officer-AM2
Tanner Schoonover; Blue Jacket-AEAN Daniel
Vinnedge.
HM-15: Sailor of the Quarter-CS1 Kenneth
Bosher; Jr. Sailor-AM2 Carlos Lopez; Blue
Jacket-YN3 Derreck Farrel; Sr. Selective
Reservist-BM1 Lawrence Ungar; Jr. Selective
Reservist-HM2 Jon Beach.
MATSG-22: NCO of the Quarter-Sgt. Jennifer
Payne
NAS Corpus Christi: Sailor of the Quarter-AC1
Eric Anderson; Jr. Sailor-AC2 Ann Birchall
Naval Health Clinic: Sailor of the Quarter-HM1
Juan Cisneros; Jr. Sailor-HN David Williams; Petty
Officer-HM2 Anderson Nyeche.
Navy Operational Support Center: Sailor of
the Quarter-HM2 Michael Phillips; Reserve Petty
Officer-LN1 Kathryn Nichols.
Command PSD: Sailor of the Quarter-PS2
Mark Cason; Jr. Sailor-SN Iris Rosado.
TRAWING 4: Sailor of the Quarter-YN1 Tanya
Wise
US Coast Guard Sector Corpus Christi: Sr.
Coastguardsman of the Quarter-EM1 James
Caraballo; Coastguardsman-MK2 Lizandra
Hernandez.

(Listed by Command) Fleet Readiness Center Mid-Atlantic Site: Senior Sailor of the Year-AM1 Shaun Hura;
Petty Officer-AZ2 Myron Baker. HM-15: Senior Sailor of the Year-CS1 Kenneth Bosher; Jr. Sailor-AM2 Carlos
Lopez; Blue Jacket-AM3 Pedro Feliciano; Sr. Selective Reservist-AS1 John Gutierrez; Jr. Selective Reservist-AE2
Thomas Jones. MATSG 22: NCO of the Year-Sgt. Herber Perez. NAS Corpus Christi: Senior Sailor of the
Year-AC1 Eric Anderson; Junior Sailor-ADAN Michael Leader. Naval Health Clinic: Sailor of the Year-HM1
Raquel Guimary; Petty Officer-HM2 Anderson Nyeche; Junior Sailor-HN Amber Hendrix. Navy Operational
Support Center: Sailor of the Year-YN1 Joe Flores; Petty Officer-Reserve Petty Officer-IT1 Suzanne McEntire
Command PSD: Sailor of the Year-PS1 Kenneth Holifield. TRAWING 4: NCO of the Year-Staff Sgt. Tara
Shaefer. US Coast Guard Sector Corpus Christi: Coastguardsman of the Year-SN Andrew Alvarez

Official Party (back row, left to right): Bill
Tinney, Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce Am-
bassador; Cmdr. Melvin Bouboulis, Coast Guard
Sector Corpus Christi XO; Cmdr. Joe Shipley, VT-31
CO; Lt. Col. Jon Ullmann, VT-35 CO; Capt. David
Maynard, Commodore Training Wing Four; Rear
Adm.Stanley D. Bozin, Director, Office of Budget
Office of the Assistant SECNAV for financial Man-
agement and Comptroller Director, Fiscal Manage-
ment Division

Wingees listed alphabetically: 2nd Lt. Ryan
Adams; Lt. j.g. Mary Arvidson; 2nd Lt. Nathan
Boone; Ensign Nicholas Bullard; Ensign Elizabeth
Buron; 2nd Lt. Nicolais Chighizola; 2nd Lt. Omari
Downey; Ensign Andrew Eckenfels; 2nd Lt. Charles
Francis; Ensign Jordan Gentry; 2nd Lt. Scott
Hendrix; 1st Lt. Andrew Hunstock; Ensign Kevin
Laughary; Lt. j.g. Jason Mostaccio; Lt. Benjamin
Oliver; Ensign Phillip Ortega; Ensign Seth Squyres;
Esign Kyle Thompson; Capt. Alex Van Zant; 1st Lt.
Raymond Venable, Jr.; Ensign Robert Wiggins; En-
sign Thomas Zager

Twenty fourth-grade students from Most Precious Blood Catholic School
visited the Wise Owls of VT-31 on Feb. 7. The students and their teacher,
Mrs. Cortez, were met by Major Doug McLean and briefed on the upcoming
events of the day. The highlights included a visit to the NAS Fire Station, the
Control Tower, and a tour of the T-44 aircraft. Students were presented with
Honorary Wise Owl Certificates and received squadron memorabilia. The
class concluded their day with lunch at the Bay Club.

NASCC Firefighters assisted Rich Riddle, NAS Corpus Christi Natural Resources Program Manager, and his burn crew in a series of controlled
burns on the NASCC Corpus Christi airfield. This training opportunity focused on the effects of fire weather on wildland fire behavior, wildland fire
suppression tactics and backfiring all in a controlled environment. The plan was extremely comprehensive, and was briefed to all participating
firefighters over a two day period, as well as to senior leadership who approved the plan. The purpose of the burn was to reduce wildlife habitat that
created a Bird Animal Strike Hazard (BASH) and to improve the clear zones on the ends of the runways.

All Officers’ Spouses’ Club will hold St. Patrick’s Day meetingAll Officers’ Spouses’ Club will hold St. Patrick’s Day meetingAll Officers’ Spouses’ Club will hold St. Patrick’s Day meetingAll Officers’ Spouses’ Club will hold St. Patrick’s Day meetingAll Officers’ Spouses’ Club will hold St. Patrick’s Day meeting
Join the AOSC on March 3 for its next meeting at Cassidy’s Pub in downtown Corpus Christi and celebrate St. Patrick’s Day a little early! Any spouse of an officer

is welcome. Be sure to wear green! If you are interested in joining the AOSC or have any questions, please feel free to call Eugenia at 353-4604.
Also, remember that the AOSC will be collecting shcool supplies for St. Bernard Parish in Louisiana throughout the month. Receptacles for items are at the Navy

Exchange. For alternate drop off sites or any questions, please call Teresa Christenson at 937-4041.

PPV Housing hosted a Valentine’s Day Card decorating contest for children on
base. Winners were (L to R) Kristen Smeltzer, 11; Amber Smeltzer, 10; William
Beckman, 6; Robert Beckman, 4; and Nathan Beckman, 3 (not pictured).
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