
MAG­41 Marines Take Part in Corps’ Largest Training Exercise 
Stories and photos by Sgt. Chris T. Mann 

 
 

Mar ines  wi th  Mar ine  Aircraf t  Group 41 re turned  to  For t  Wor th ,  Texas ,  for  du ty  Aug.  10  

a f te r  comple t ing  a  two-week t ra in ing  evolu t ion  a t  Mar ine  Corps  Air  S ta t ion  Yuma,  Ar iz .  

 Jave l in  Thrus t  2011 i s  the  Mar ine  Corps’  la rges t  t ra in ing  Cont inenta l  U.S .  exerc ise  

to  da te ,  and  members  of  the  MAG were  present  to  suppor t  the  exerc ise .  The  t ra in ing  

evolu t ion  was  a l so  the  Corps’  la rges t  rese rv is t  exerc ise  he ld  in  recent  h i s tory .   

 Approximate ly  5 ,000  Mar ines  and  serv ice  members  took  par t  in  Jave l in  Thrus t  

a long  wi th  the  MAG.  



 “This  exerc ise  shows  tha t  a  reserve  ACE (a i r  combat  e lement )  rea l ly  i s  poss ib le  

and  what  we  are  capable  of  do ing ,”  sa id  Lance  Cpl .  Sean  A.  Ferguson,  a  21-year -o ld  

loadmaster  wi th  Mar ine  Aer ia l  Refue ler  Transpor t  Squadron  234  f rom Si lver  Spr ing ,  Md.  

A la rge  number  of  reserv is t s  wi th  MAG-41 took  par t  in  the  exerc ise  dur ing  the  

per iod  of  t ime des ignated  as  the  uni t ’ s  annual  t ra in ing  for  the  reserve  e lement .  

Avia tors  a t tached  to  Mar ine  F ighter  At tack  Squadron  112  provided  c lose  a i r  

suppor t  to  un i t s  on  the  ground,  f i r ing  var ious  weapons  sys tems f rom F/A-18A+ Hornet  

f igh ter  a i rc raf t  whi le  tak ing  par t  in  combined  arms exerc ises  f rom the  a i r .  Suppor t  

Mar ines  a l so  provided  key  func t ions  to  the  exerc i se ;  keeping  a i rc ra f t  and  personnel  fu l ly  

opera t iona l .  

The  exerc i se  spanned across  three  s ta tes ,  wi th  members  of  the  MAG and 4 th  Mar ine 

Aircraf t  Wing bas ing a  major i ty  of  t ra in ing  opera t ions  f rom Yuma.  Other  Mar ine  Corps  

uni t s  tak ing  par t  in  Jave l in  Thrus t  were  loca ted  in  Hawthorne ,  Nev. ,  and Br idgepor t ,  

Cal i f .  

“This  i s  one  of  the  la rges t  reserv is t  exerc ises  to  suppor t  the  grunts ,”  sa id  Lance  

Cpl .  Danie l  R .  Hardes ty ,  a  27-year -o ld  power l ine  mechanic  wi th  VMFA-112 f rom Wichi ta  

Fa l l s ,  Texas .  

MAG-41 Mar ines  provided  av ia t ion  suppor t  to  members  of  the  4 th  Mar ine  Div is ion  

and  the  4 th  Mar ine  Logis t ics  Group.  Col .  Kevin  I iams ,  the  commanding  of f icer  of  MAG-

41,  commanded the  a i r  combat  e lement  dur ing  the  exerc ise .  

Jave l in  Thrus t  combined  e lements  of  the  in fan t ry ,  a i r  wing  and log is t ics  group  to  

suppor t  a  Mar ine  Air -Ground Task  Force .  A MAGTF is  a  combined  task  organiza t ion  wi th  

a  s ingle  command,  des igned  to  accompl ish  a  spec i f ic  miss ion .  

Mar ines  wi th  MAG-41 learned  to  func t ion  as  an  ACE,  suppor t ing  a  la rger  func t ion  

and  miss ion .  



“We are  respons ib le  for  t ranspor t ing  passengers  to  where  they  are  going ,  and  

dur ing  the  exerc ise ,  we  suppor ted  a  miss ion  jus t  l ike  we would  i f  we  were  deployed ,”  sa id  

Sgt .  Es teban  Juarez ,  a  25-year -o ld  loadmaster  wi th  VMGR-234 f rom Ennis ,  Texas .  

MAG-41 Mar ines  le f t  For t  Wor th  Ju ly  17  on  severa l  KC-130T a i rc raf t  f lown by  

VMGR-234.  VMGR-234 a l so  took  par t  in  t ra in ing  dur ing  Jave l in  Thrus t  and  he lped 

suppor t  the  expedi t ionary  capabi l i t i es  of  MAG-41.  

A number  of  MAG-41 Mar ines  haven’ t  worked  wi th  a l l  o f  the i r  subord ina te  

squadrons  toge ther  in  an  exerc ise  such  as  th i s  one ,  because  of  geographica l  loca t ions  tha t  

separa te  the  uni t s .   

Mar ine  Corps  of f ic ia l s  say  tha t  th i s  exerc ise  could  se t  the  tone  for  fu ture  miss ions  

of  the  4 th  Mar ine  Aircraf t  Wing and  u l t imate ly  MAG-41 in  upcoming t ra in ing  and  

opera t ions .  

  

Aviators and powerline personnel from Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron 112 stand ready to support the Ground 
Combat Element with F/A-18A+ Hornet close air support 
missions during Javelin Thrust 2011. 

Lance Cpl. Bryce K. Enderli, a radio operator with 
Marine Air Control Squadron 24, communicates with 
aircraft crewmembers at a landing zone in Yuma and 
provided support to MAG-41 during Javelin Thrust 2011. 

 


