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	 Training	 Squadron	 21	
(VT-21)	 at	 NAS	 Kings-
ville held a unique in-flight 
change	 of	 command	 Fri-
day,	Aug.	 1,	 during	 which	
command	 of	 the	 squadron	
passed	 from	 CDR	 Charles	
C.	Moore	to	CDR	William	
A.	Bulis.		With	VT-21	per-
sonnel	 standing	 in	 forma-
tion	on	the	NAS	Kingsville	
tarmac,	 Moore	 and	 Bulis	
climbed	 into	 the	 cockpits	
of	 two	 T-45	 Goshawks	
and	taxied	their	way	to	the	
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CDR Charles Moore and CDR William Bulis take off for their inflight 
change of command ceremony.  Moore turned over command of VT-
21 to Bulis on Aug. 1.  Photo by Richard Stewart.

flightline.  
	 As	command	personnel	
and	special	guests	looked	on,	
the	two	took	off	with	Moore	
leading	 the	 two-plane	 for-
mation.	 	 After	 reaching	 an	
altitude	of	about	1,500	feet,	
the	two	pilots	aligned	them-
selves	 slightly	 offset	 from	
the	runways	and	overhead	of	
the	crowd	in	order	to	roll	into	
a	30-degree	angle	of	bank	in	
order	 to	 pass	 directly	 over-
head	of	the	squadron.

Navywide advancement numbers to CPO drop
Two NAS Kingsville Sailors selected for Chief
	 This	 time	 each	 year	 board	 eligible	
Sailors	 who	 participated	 in	 the	 Navy-
wide Chief Petty Officers Advance-
ment	 Exam	 along	 with	 every	 Navy	
Chief	anxiously	awaits	the	annual	Chief	
Petty Officer selection board results.  
This	 year,	 29	 NAS	 Kingsville	 Sailors	
participated	 in	 the	 Jan.	16	CPO	exam	
with	19	becoming	board	eligible.		That	
equates	to	a	65-percent	result,	which	is	
four percent more than last year’s fig-
ures.		
	 For	the	19	board	eligible	candidates,	
the	anticipation	ended	Aug.	1	when	the	
selection	 board	 results	 were	 released.		
Two	 NAS	 Kingsville	 candidates	 were	
selected,	 an	 advancement	 percentage	
at	 NAS	 Kingsville	 of	 10.5	 percent,	 a	
seven percent decrease FY 2008 fig-
ures.		MAC(select)	Dwayne	Carpenter	

By Maryann Shramko, Flying K editor

MAC(Select)
 Dwayne Carpenter

HMC(Select)
 Kelly M. Miller

and	HMC(select)	Kelly	M.	Miller	were	
the	two	lucky	candidates.	For	Carpen-
ter	 and	 Miller	 it’s	 another	 promotion,	
a	 log-awaited	 transition	 into	 the	Chief	
Petty Officer community, and the fi-
nal	time	they	will	have	to	take	a	rating	
exam.	
	 Last	year	the	Navy	advanced	4,173	
sailors to chief petty officer, with three 
of	those	coming	from	NASK.		This	year,	
the	 Navy	 selected	 4,021	 new	 chiefs,	
152	less	 than	last	year	or	a	2.65%	de-
crease.	 	 For	 NASK	 the	 good	 news	 is	
that	65-percent	of	our	Sailors	who	took	
the	exam	were	board	eligible;	with	the	
bad	 news	 being	 only	 10-percent	 of	
those	 were	 selected	 for	 advancement.		
Navy-wide,	selections	also	dipped	from	
21.17	percent	in	FY-08	to	20.37	percent	
in	FY-09.	
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From the Bridge

CAPT Phil “Waddz” Waddingham
Commanding Officer, NAS Kingsville

Tews’ Views

Chaplain (LCDR) Mark Tews
NAS	Kingsville,	Religious	Ministries

Soles for Souls

“Suppose a brother or sister is without…If one of you 
says…’Go, I wish you well’ , but does nothing about 
their physical needs, what good is it?”		(James	2:	15)	
	 Have	you	ever	bought	a	new	pair	of	shoes	and	still	
kept	 the	 old	 ones	 because	 they	 “still	 have	 plenty	 of	
wear	in	them.”?		They’re	old	and	perhaps	a	little	worn,	
but	 just	 not	 quite	 worn	 “enough”	 to	 throw	
them	out?	 	Are	 these	“old”	shoes	still	clut-
tering	up	your	closets	even	though	you	know	
you	will	never	wear	them	again?		Especially	
the	children’s	shoes;	you	know,	the	ones	they	
outgrew	 before	 they	 could	 wear	 them	 out?		

And	here	 it	 is	 the	annual	“back	 to	school”	shopping	
season	when	you	have	to	buy	your	kids	new	shoes	be-
cause	they’d	“just	die	of	embarrassment”	if	they	had	to	
wear	last	year’s	shoes	this	year	(even	though	they	are	
still	perfectly	good	shoes).	
	 Perhaps	you	have	 thought	about	getting	rid	of	all	
those	“old”	shoes	cluttering	up	your	closets,	but	 just	
couldn’t	quite	bring	yourself	to	throw	away	something	
you	know	somebody	else	could	probably	use.		Some-
how	 it	 just	 didn’t	 feel	 right?	 	 But,	 you	 didn’t	 know	
how	to	go	about	getting	them	to	somebody	who	could,	
and	would,	use	them.		Well,	have	I	got	good	news	for	
you.  We in the Chaplain’s office have recently discov-
ered	an	organization	called,	“Soles	for	Souls.”		Their	
mission	is	to	collect	the	gently	used	shoes	that	tend	to	
gather	in	our	closets	over	time	and	to	distribute	them	to	
people	around	the	world	who	otherwise	have	no	shoes	
to	wear.		This	organization	distributes	shoes	to	needy	
people	everywhere	from	disaster	relief	efforts	here	at	
home	to	third	world	countries	around	the	globe.		For	
much	more	information	about	“Soles	for	Souls”	check	

out	 their	 website	 at	 www.solesfor-
souls.org	 <http://www.solesforsouls.
org/>.	
	 For	the	next	three	weeks,	Au-
gust 11 – 29, the Chaplain’s office 
will	have	collection	boxes	at	various	

locations	around	the	base	
where	 you	 can	 drop	 off	
all	 those	 “old”	 shoes.	 	 If	
you	don’t	have	any	“old”	
shoes	 around	 the	 house,	
and	 still	 want	 to	 partici-
pate	in	this	worthy	cause,	
don’t	despair,	 the	organi-
zation	 certainly	 accepts	
and	welcomes	donations	of	new	shoes	as	well.		Or	if	
you	 would	 rather	 assist	 with	 the	 shipping	 costs	 you	
can	drop	off	monetary	donations	at	the	Chaplain’s	of-
fice.  Any cash donations beyond the cost of shipping 
will	be	used	to	purchase	socks	to	send	along	with	your	
donations	of	shoes.		If	you	are	donating	shoes	please	
make	sure	they	are	clean	and	bundled	together	as	pairs	
(either tied or with rubber bands, etc).  You will find 
clearly	marked	donation	boxes	at	the	following	loca-
tions:		VT-21,	VT-22,	Air	Ops,	Medical	and	the	Chap-
lain’s Office.  At the end of the collection period we 
will	pick	up	all	the	boxes	and	send	all	the	shoes	on	to	
“Soles	 for	Souls”	 for	 further	distribution	 to	 those	 in	
need,	wherever	they	may	be.		
	 Thank	 you,	 in	 advance,	 for	 your	 support	 of	 this	
worthy	cause.		Take	care	and	God	bless.

	 Chaplain	Tews	

	 Greetings,	 NAS	 Kingsville!	 	 What	 a	 couple	 of	
weeks	it	has	been	since	my	last	article.		Hurricane	Dol-
ly	is	a	footnote	in	the	weather	history	books,	Tropical	
Storm	Edouard	has	made	landfall	on	the	upper	Texas	
Coast,	and	a	grand	lady	of	South	Texas,	Ambassador	
Anne Armstrong, has passed away.  As I reflect back 
on	these	three	events,	I	can’t	help	but	think	that	these	
events--individually	 separate	 and	 distinct--serve	 to	
remind	us	all	of	the	fragility	of	our	existence.		When	
you	begin	to	realize	how	powerful	Mother	Nature	is,	
and how our time on Earth is finite, you come to the 
conclusion	that	what	really	matters	in	life	is	what	we	
do	while	we	are	here	on	Earth.		Material	things	don’t	
define who we are.  Our actions, and how we influ-
ence	our	 loved	ones	and	those	around	us	do.	 	Fam-
ily,	community,	and	faith	provide	us	 the	strength	 to	
help	weather	any	storm.		Whether	examining	the	life	
cycle	of	a	storm,	or	a	person,	when	it	is	all	said	and	
done,	what	is	left	in	the	end	is	indeed	our	impact	on	

our	 family,	 and	 our	 community.	 	These	 continue	 to	
endure	 long	after	 the	physical	 things--including	our	
presence	 on	 this	 planet--are	 gone.	 	 Our	 community	
was	spared	the	full	brunt	of	Hurricane	Dolly,	but	we	
will	be	touched	forever	by	the	impact	of	Ambassador	
Armstrong	and	her	family	on	our	community,	and	our	
Nation.
	 Arriving	at	 the	Armstrong	Ranch	for	a	visitation		
service	last	week,	I	was	struck	by	several	things.		First,	
the	splendor	of	the	Ranch	itself,	which	I	found	to	be	
very	unassuming	as	I	drove	down	the	unimproved	road	
leading	to	the	main	lodge.		As	my	wife	and	I,	along	
with	the	XO,	arrived	at	the	lodge,	we	were	greeted	by	
Sherriff’s Deputies and other officials.  After signing 
a	registry,	we	strolled	up	to	the	lodge	where	we	met	
family	members	and	other	close	relations	to	the	Arm-
strong	family.		As	we	made	our	way	into	the	lodge,	we	
were	told	that	the	Ambassador’s	casket	was	in	a	room	
off	of	a	hallway.		Wanting	to	pay	our	respects	and	not	
stay	longer	than	necessary	out	of	respect	for	the	fam-
ily,	we	proceeded	in.		I	could	not	help	but	notice	all	
of	the	wonderful	photographs	of	the	Ambassador	and	
her	family,	as	well	as	some	prominent	U.S.	and	world	
leaders.		She	was,	after	all,	a	well	connected	and	well	
respected confidant and Counselor to the President 
under	two	Administrations,	as	well	as	Ambassador	to	
the	United	Kingdom,	in	addition	to	being	a	stalwart	
supporter	of	the	U.S.	Navy	and	South	Texas.		
 Her casket was beautifully adorned with flowers, 
and fittingly guarded by four of NAS Kingsville’s 

own	 Honor	 Guardsman.	 	 A	 nearly	 life-sized	 stand-
ing	portrait	hung	on	the	wall,	with	the	Ambassador’s	
smile	beaming	as	it	always	had	during	her	remarkable	
life.		As	the	Honor	Guard	came	to	attention,	we	said	
our	silent	prayers	and	paid	our	last	respects.
	 I	 had	 only	 a	 few	 occasions	 to	 meet	Ambassador	
Armstrong.		I	personally	know	many	more	who	know	
her	well.	I	think	it	is	fair	to	say	she	will	be	missed	by	
even	more.
	 We	left	the	Armstrong	Ranch	shortly	after	our	ar-
rival.		I	was	proud--and	indeed	felt	privileged--to	have	
paid	my	respects	on	behalf	of	 the	Naval	Air	Station	
and	all	the	employees	who	work	here.
	 As	 we	 drove	 back	 to	 the	 base,	 I	 recall	 thinking	
about	how	Dolly	had	made	
a	 positive	 impact	 on	 this	
part	 of	 the	 state	 by	 bring-
ing	badly	needed	rain.		The	
passing	 of	 Ambassador	
Armstrong	 will	 take	 some	
time	 before	 this	 event	 re-
veals	 its	 hidden	 blessings.		
However,	you	can	 rest	 as-
sured,	 Ambassador	 Arm-
strong’s influence on all of 
Texas	and	our	Nation	will	
be	 a	 lasting	 and	 positive	
one.		

	 Blessings,	Skipper	Waddz
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CDR Chris Kirby
Commanding Officer, VT-22

The	Flying	K				
Naval	Air	Station	Kingsville,	Texas

The	Flying	K	is	published	every	other		week		by		Alice	Newspapers	
Inc., a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Navy, under 
exclusive	written	contract	with	Naval	Air	Station	Kingsville,	Texas.
The	Flying	K	 is	 an	 authorized	 publication	 for	 members	 of	 the	
military	services	and	 their	 families.	 	 Its	contents	do	not	neces-
sarily reflect the official views of the U.S. Government, the 
Department	 of	 Defense,	 the	 Navy,	 Naval	 	 Air	 Station	 Kings-
ville,	 or	 	Alice	 Newspapers	 Inc.,	 of	 the	 products	 and	 services	
advertised	 herein.	 	 Everything	 advertised	 in	 this	 publication	
shall	 be	 made	 available	 for	 purchase,	 use	 or	 patronage	 with-
out	 regard	 to	 race,	 color,	 religion,	 gender,	 national	 origin,	
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or 
any	 other	 non-merit	 factor	 of	 the	 purchaser,	 user	 or	 patron.
If	 a	 violation	 or	 	 rejection	 of	 this	 equal	 opportunity	 policy	 by	
an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher may refuse to print 
advertising	 from	 that	 source	 until	 the	 violation	 is	 corrected
All	 editorial	 content	 is	 edited,	 prepared	 and	 provided	 by	
the Public Affairs Office of  Naval Air Station Kings-
ville,	 Texas.	 	 To	 advertise	 in	 The	 Flying	 K,	 contact	 Mr.	 Ja-
vier	 Ramos,	 Alice	 Newspapers,	 Inc.,	 at	 361-664-6588.	

NAS Kingsville Commanding Officer    
CAPT Philip L. Waddingham

NAS Kingsville Executive Officer
CDR Scott Allen

TraWing Two Commander:
CAPT Bill Davis

TraWing Two Chief Staff Officer
CDR Tim Carr

Command Chaplain:
LCDR Mark Tews

  Chief Public Affairs Officer
Jon Gagné

Flying K Staff
Managing Editor

 Jon Gagné
Editor / Layout:

 Maryann Shramko
Writer/Photographer:
EN3 Brenda Acevedo

 Contact Us:     
 Public Affairs Office
 NAS Kingsville Bldg. 2740
 554 McCain Street
 Kingsville, TX 78363-5054
    By E-mail:
    KNGV-PAO@navy.mil
    By Phone:   (361) 516-6219/6146

 CAPTAIN’S LINE:
 (Info for the Commanding Officer)
 Send emails to:
 KNGV-PAO@navy.mil.  On the subject line type: 
 ATTN: CAPTAIN’S LINE.

	 In	 the	 past	
several	 weeks,	
VT-22	 began	
making the first 
selections	 from	
the	newly	imple-
mented	 “Tail-
hook”	 syllabus.		
For	those	that	are	
not	familiar	with	
the	 terminology	
and	 the	 history	
behind	 the	 sig-
nificance of this 

event,	I	would	like	to	shed	some	light	on	the	subject.
	 Prior	to	October	2007,	once	a	Navy	SNA	complet-
ed	Primary	Flight	Training	in	either	the	T-34C	or	the	
T-6A, they filled out a “Dream Sheet” and their de-
sires,	 along	 with	 their	 Primary	 Flight	Training	 GPA,	
and	the	“needs	of	the	Navy”	were	compiled,	and	they	
were then selected to continue flight training in either 
the	Strike,	Maritime,	Rotary	or	E2/C2	pipelines.		If	an	
SNA	was	selected	 to	continue	 in	 the	E2/C2	pipeline,	
they	would	then	move	on	to	complete	training	in	the	
T-44	at	NAS	Corpus	Christi	and	then	come	to	Kings-
ville,	TX	to	build	time	and	experience	in	the	T-45A	and	
eventually	carrier	qualify	before	receiving	their	Wings	
of	Gold.
	 Since	 October	 of	 last	 year,	 and	 in	 an	 attempt	 to	
make	 the	 Strike	 and	 E2/C2	 selection	 process	 more	
competitive,	 a	 new	 syllabus	 was	 implemented	 (aka:	
Tailhook)	which	moved	the	Strike	and	E2/C2	pipeline	
decision	process	 to	 the	end	of	Phase	I	 (Intermediate)	
T-45	Jet	 training.	 	At	 this	 time,	all	 four	Strike	Train-
ing	Squadrons	from	NAS	Kingsville	and	NAS	Merid-
ian	participate	in	the	selection	process.		If	an	SNA	is	
selected	 to	 continue	 in	 the	 Strike	 Syllabus,	 the	 SNA	
merely	continues	in	the	Advanced	Phase	II	syllabus	in	
the	T-45.		If,	however,	an	SNA	is	selected	to	continue	
in	the	E2/C2	pipeline,	they	will	now	move	into	the	In-

Tailhook Selections Begin

termediate	E2/C2	syllabus	which	consists	of	an	addi-
tional five flights in the T-45 before going on to Carrier 
Qualifications.  After successfully completing carrier 
qualifications, they move to NAS Corpus Christi in or-
der	to	receive	Multi-engine	differences	training	in	the	
T-44.		
	 There	seems	to	be	a	great	deal	of	mystic	surround-
ing	the	new	selection	process.		Though	both	TW-1	and	
TW-2	are	“trail	blazing”	in	 their	attempts	 to	solidify	
the	formal	process,	it	is	the	intent	and	desire	of	both	
Wings	 to	ensure	 the	selection	process	 is	 fair,	equita-
ble,	and	in	alignment	with	supporting	the	needs	of	the	
Navy.		The	intent	is	to	also	enable	every	Navy	Phase	
I	SNA	the	opportunity	to	complete	a	“Dream	Sheet”	
and	sit	before	a	local	E2/C2	Selection	Board	to	voice	
their	desires,	while	the	Board	conveys	to	them	what	the	
command requirements are to fill both Strike and E2/
C2	pipeline	seats.		The	goal	is	for	the	Board	to	review	
the	 students’	 records,	 conduct	 individual	 interviews,	
and	then	compile	the	results	to	make	a	recommenda-
tion to their respective Commanding Officers who are 
ultimately tasked with filling pipeline seats and find-
ing the “best fit” for both the Navy and the individuals.  
Though	not	everyone	will	always	be	content	with	the	
results	of	their	selections,	the	syllabus	and	the	process	
is	already	proving	 to	generate	 increased	competition	
among	 the	 students	 in	 the	 Tailhook	 syllabus	 while	
providing great “win-wins” for the first four selects 
from TW-2.  With that said, the first four VT-22 Tail-
hook	selects	are:		LTJG	Brent	Kolb	-	Strike	Phase	II,	
LTJG	Seamus	O’Brien	-	E2/C2,	ENS	Michael	Austin	
-	Strike	Phase	II,	and	ENS	Charles	Sonntag	-	E2/C2.		
Congratulations	to	all	four	and	thanks	for	the	great	ef-
fort	in	helping	to	make	this	new	syllabus	a	resounding	
success.	

CDR	Chris	Kirby	“Kirbo”
Commanding Officer VT-22

E2-C Hawkeye prepares to land onboard an aircraft carrier at sea.
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Community Corner

Remembering Anne Armstrong – a Texas Icon

CDR Frank Allen
Executive Officer
NAS Kingsville

	 There	is	a	rugged	beauty	to	this	country	that	tran-
scends	 expression.	 	 It	 has	 something	 to	 do	 with	 the	
vast	open	spaces	that	surround	us	and	the	common	an-
cestry	we	all	share	with	the	land.		It	is	a	feeling	akin	to	
empathy.		An	understanding	we	all	share	that	once	we	
are	gone	only	the	land	remains.		It	sustains	us	in	life	
and	survives	us	in	death	bearing	witness	to	our	lives	
as	the	wind	coursing	through	the	mesquites	whispers	
our	stories	long	after	we	are	gone.
	 In	November	2006	I	was	afforded	the	opportunity	
to	 visit	 the	Armstrong	 Ranch	 and	 spend	 a	 day	 with	
Anne	Armstrong.	 	The	Armstrong	Ranch,	much	 like	
Anne	herself,	 is	a	shining	anachronism	of	American	
beauty	 and	 civility.	 	 It	 is	 a	 changeless	 place	 where	
outriders	on	horseback	and	cattle	grazing	on	the	open	
range	confound	the	imagination	and	defy	time.		To	my	
mind,	these	ranches	are	all	that	remain	of	the	Old	West	
today,	a	national	treasure	of	sorts	where	precious	rem-
nants	of	a	proud	heritage	are	suspended	in	time.
	 Approaching	 the	 main	 house	 I	 noticed	 that	 the	
grounds	were	lined	with	giant	live	oaks	whose	limbs	
gave	testament	to	the	wisdom	of	patience	and	the	im-
portance	of	devotion.		In	fact,	as	we	drove	around	the	
ranch	that	afternoon	it	became	clear	that	the	land	had	
a	great	 benefactor	 and	 as	we	 stepped	out	 of	 the	ve-
hicles	she	emerged	from	the	house.		Anne	Armstrong	
was	a	small	woman.		Petite	but	not	frail,	at	age	78	she	
walked	over	to	our	group	with	an	engaging	smile	that	
instantly	vanquished	 the	awkwardness	 that	normally	
clings	to	introductions.		Her	grace	and	affability	was	
exceeded	only	by	her	wit	and	within	a	matter	of	min-
utes	we	all	felt	right	at	home.
	 We	had	coffee	at	the	lodge	and	Anne	led	the	group	
in	 paying	 homage	 to	 the	 many	 game	 trophies	 that	
lined	the	room	relating	their	stories.		Some	were	from	
Africa	and	had	been	harvested	when	she	was	serving	
as	the	U.S.	Ambassador	to	Great	Britain.		Others	were	
white-tailed	 deer	 that	 had	 come	 from	 the	 ranch	 but	
had great significance as a “first” for one of her family 
members.		As	I	admired	these	trophy	animals	I	looked	
at	the	pictures	which	shared	these	walls.		Pictures	of	
princes	and	kings,	presidents	 and	patriots,	 and	 there	
among	these	world	leaders	was	Anne.		After	perhaps	
half	an	hour	and	in	an	unassuming	tone	Anne	suggest-
ed	that	after	coffee	we	might	go	see	the	ranch	and	look	
for	Nilgai,	the	largest	member	of	the	antelope	family	

and	very	challenging	to	hunt.
	 I	 have	 a	 great	 admiration	 for	 good	 story	 tellers,	
people	 whose	 cadence	 of	 speech	 and	 thoughtful	 de-
scription	color	a	story	and	by	their	telling	of	it	brings	
it	 to	life.	 	Anne	was	a	master	story	teller.	 	Stories	of	
hunting	camps,	old	 friends	and	 family	 informed	and	
reshaped	our	impressions	of	this	place	and	the	mean-
ing	beneath	its	rugged	soil.	 	She	talked	about	Tobin,	
her	 late	 husband,	 his	 love	 for	 hunting	 and	 the	 land.		
One	got	 the	sense	that	for	Anne,	driving	along	these	
ranch	roads	in	a	hunting	car	and	sharing	stories	was	the	
only	proper	use	for	the	day.		Occasionally,	we	would	
stop	to	look	for	game	off	in	the	distance.		The	engine	
was	shut	off	and	all	would	listen	and	look.		Bobwhites	
would	whistle	and	call	as	the	wind	would	course	along	
through	 the	 tall	grass.	 	 In	 those	quiet	moments	 time	
becomes superfluous and it is not hard to understand 
why,	almost	without	exception,	Anne	would	smile.
	 Evening	 approached	 and	 we	 headed	 back	 to	 the	
lodge.		It	had	been	a	good	hunt.		Anne	complimented	
all	who	participated	and	bid	each	of	us	a	personal	fare-
well.		As	we	departed	she	waved	good-bye	and	smiled.		
I	saw	Anne	one	last	time	around	Christmas	last	year.		
She	didn’t	come	into	 town	much	anymore,	choosing	
instead	to	remain	at	the	ranch	and	spend	time	with	her	
family.  It is difficult for me now to put into words my 
impression	of	Anne.		I	simply	have	no	one	to	compare	
her	too.		Perhaps	that	is	the	basis	for	the	only	descrip-
tion that is fitting – she was what God intended all of 
us	to	be,	a	divine	original.	
	 Anne	Armstrong	was	a	part	of	that	great	generation	
of	Americans	who	lived	the	great	wars	while	spend-
ing	 a	 lifetime	 in	 public	 service	 searching	 for	 a	 last-
ing	peace.		She	witnessed	poverty	and	worked	through	
government	to	promote	prosperity.		She	was	a	servant	
leader,	a	humanist	who	understood	that	freedom	is	not	
free.		Sadly,	what	I	offer	here	are	merely	observations	
from	a	single	day.		That	said	I	can	only	imagine	what	
it	might	have	been	like	to	have	known	her	for	a	life-
time.			Today	we	are	all	diminished	and	saddened	by	
her	passing.		Still,	in	years	to	come	when	I	look	back	
on	my	life	and	my	day	on	the	Armstrong	Ranch	it	will	
not	be	sorrow	that	I	feel,	but	gratitude.		

Editor’s Note:		
Anne Legendre 
Armstrong (De-
cember 27, 1927 
- July 30, 2008) 
was a United 
States diplomat 
and politician, 
and the first fe-
male Counselor 
to the President; 
serving in that 
capacity under 
both the Ford and 
Nixon adminis-
trations. She was 
also the recipient 
of the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
 She was born in New Orleans, La., and graduated 
from Vassar College in 1949. In 1950, she married 
Tobin Armstrong and moved to Kenedy County, Texas. 
From 1966 to 1968, she was the Vice Chairman of the 
Texas Republican Party. From 1971 to 1973 she was 
Co-chairman of the Republican National Committee, 
and she was the keynote speaker at the 1972 Repub-
lican National Convention. (She was the first woman 
from either major party to keynote at a national con-
vention). 
 From 1976 to 1977, Armstrong was the first woman 
United States Ambassador to the United Kingdom. In 
1987, she was given the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom by Ronald Reagan. At the 1976 Republican Na-
tional Convention, there was a draft effort to put Arm-
strong on the ticket as the Vice Presidential nominee 
with incumbent President Gerald Rudolph Ford.
 In addition to her public life, she has also served 
on the boards of many important U.S. corporations 
including American Express, Boise Cascade, Halli-
burton, and General Motors. She also served on the 
board of non profit organizations such as Center for 
Strategic and International Studies.

Anne Armstrong

Mentors needed for Junior Achievement
	 Active	Duty	Military,	Spouses,	and	Civilian	Vol-
unteers	are	needed	to	assist	students	as	mentors	and	
facilitators.
	 Junior	 Achievement	 (http://www.juniorachieve-
ment.com/)	 is	 an	 “organization	 that	 inspires	 young	
people	 to	 value	 free	 enterprise,	 business,	 and	 eco-
nomics	to	improve	the	quality	of	their	lives”.		Junior	
Achievement	 provides	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 classroom	
programs	 for	 grades	 K-12	 using	 the	 latest	 teaching	
methods	 and	 technology.	 	 The	 programs	 increase	
economic	literacy,	encourage	teens	to	stay	in	school,	
improve	workforce	readiness	skills	and	prepare	high	
school	graduates	to	face	real	world	challenges	all	of	
which benefit the students, the volunteers and our 
community.

	 During	 the	current	 cycle	NAS	Kingsville	volun-
teer	 mentors	 will	 be	 working	 with	 several	 schools	
in	 the	 Kingsville	 Community.	 	All	 volunteers	 must	
attend	 a	 two-hour	 training	 session	 before	 they	 can	
actively	participate	 in	 the	mentorship	program,	 and	
there	will	be	two	different	training	shifts	(10	a.m.	to	
Noon)	and	(1	p.m.	 to	3	p.m.)	available	on	Tuesday,	
Aug.	12.		If	this	sounds	like	something	you	may	be	
interested	in	then	contact	RP3	Norman	Otters	at	the	
Chaplain’s Office, the program coordinator for NAS 
Kingsville.		(516-6618).
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USS Ronald Reagan strike group departs Japan
From Carrier Strike Group 7 Public Affairs

	 USS	RONALD	REAGAN,	At	Sea	(NNS)	--	Four	
ships	 and	 more	 than	 5,000	 Sailors	 of	 Carrier	 Strike	
Group	(CSG)	7	departed	Japan,	July	31	and	August	1,	
after	routine	port	visits	marked	by	numerous	displays	
of	good	will	 and	community	 service	 throughout	 the	
country.
 The strike group’s flagship, the Nimitz-class nu-
clear	aircraft	carrier	USS	Ronald	Reagan	(CVN	76),	
embarked	Carrier	Air	Wing	(CVW)	14	and	the	guided-
missile	destroyer	USS	Howard	(DDG	83)	left	Sasebo,	
while	the	guided-missile	cruiser	USS	Chancellorsville	
(CG	62)	departed	Yokosuka,	 and	 the	guided-missile	
destroyer	USS	Gridley	 (DDG	101)	departed	Fukuo-
ka.	
	 While	in	Japan,	more	than	200	strike	group	Sail-
ors	volunteered	to	help	make	a	difference	in	various	
Japanese	communities	by	participating	in	eight	com-
munity	relations	projects	at	local	high	schools	and	or-
phanages.
	 “Our	 ties	with	Japan	go	very	deep,”	said	RADM	
Phil	 Wisecup,	 the	 strike	 group’s	 commander.	 “Our	
Sailors	understand	 that	 it’s	about	being	good	neigh-
bors	to	our	friends	and	representing	the	very	best	of	
America.	We	approached	this	port	like	we	had	a	mis-
sion	ashore,	and	we	accomplished	it.”
	 One	 of	 the	 most	 popular	 projects	 involved	 the	
Ronald Reagan First Class Petty Officer Association, 
which	hosted	a	pool	party	for	a	local	orphanage.	
	 “I	 think	 this	party	was	a	great	opportunity	for	us	
to	 interact	 with	 Japanese	 kids	 and	 the	 community,”	
said	Religious	Program	Specialist	1st	Class	(SW/AW/
FMF)	David	Winter.	“With	the	kids	it’s	more	person-
al.	I	think	we	all	have	a	little	bit	of	kid	in	us,	and	here	

in	 this	 environment	 I	 think	 it	 just	
meshes	really	well.”
	 Working	with	the	Japanese	chil-
dren	was	both	rewarding	and	fun.
	 “I	 think	 we	 accomplished	 our	
goal	 of	 establishing	 relationships	
with	the	Japanese	youth.	We	didn’t	
want	to	leave,	it	was	that	fun,”	said	
USS	 Gridley	 Sonar	 Technician	
(Surface)	2nd	Class	 (SW)	Marquis	
Hubbard.
	 “The	 people	 were	 so	 very	
friendly	 and	 very	 patient	 with	 our	
language	 barrier,”	 said	 Operations	
Specialist	2nd	Class	Christina	Ross	
of	Gridley.	“By	the	end	of	the	night	
I	was	 speaking	pretty	decent	 Japa-
nese.”
	 Hundreds	of	Sailors	took	advan-
tage	of	tours	sponsored	by	Morale,	
Welfare	 and	 Recreation,	 including	
sightseeing	excursions,	hiking	trips	
and	sporting	events.	
	 LCDR	 Walter	 Williamson,	 a	
nurse-anesthetist	 aboard	 Ronald	
Reagan,	 participated	 in	 the	 Kashi-
ma	Shrine	&	Sake	Factory	tour.	The	shrine	was	built	
around	660	B.C.
	 “I	had	a	great	time	on	the	tour.	It	was	a	good	way	
to	 see	 the	 country	 and	 the	 culture,”	 said	Willimson.	
“The	sake	was	good	and	cold	and	the	shrine	was	beau-
tiful.”	
	 The	 Ronald	 Reagan	 Carrier	 Strike	 Group	 is	 cur-

SASEBO, Japan (July 28, 2008) The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Ronald 
Reagan (CVN 76) prepares to enter Sasebo harbor in Sasebo, Japan for a port 
call. The Ronald Reagan Carrier Strike Group is on a routine deployment in 
the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility. Operating in the Western Pacific and 
Indian Ocean, the U.S. 7th Fleet is the largest of the forward-deployed U.S. 
fleets covering 52 million square miles, with approximately 50 ships, 120 air-
craft and 20,000 Sailors and Marines assigned at any given time. (U.S. Navy 
photo by Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Spike Call.

Drop off your clean, used (yet still usable), or new shoes at any of 
the 5 donation boxes around the base between 11 - 29 Aug.

Locations:  Chaplain’s Office, Medical, VT-21, VT-22, & Air Ops

*Cash donations to assist with shipping costs also accepted*

Soles 4 Souls

rently	in	the	U.S.	7th	Fleet’s	area	of	responsibility	as	
part	of	a	routine	deployment	to	promote	peace,	coop-
eration	and	stability	in	the	region.	Homeported	in	San	
Diego,	Ronald	Reagan	is	 the	Navy’s	newest	Nimitz-
class	aircraft	carrier.
	 For	more	news	 from	USS	Ronald	Reagan	 -	Ron-
ald	 Reagan	 Strike	 Group,	 visit	 www.navy.mil/local/
cvn76/.	

WASHINGTON (July 30, 2008) Personnel Specialist 1st 
Class Howard Williams models the new E-6 and below 
Service Uniform (SU). The SU is for year-round wear 
and replaces summer white and winter blue uniforms. 
U.S. Navy photo.
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		 Flying	 at	 about	 200	 knots,	 Moore	 then	 radioed	
“CDR	Bulis,	I	stand	ready	to	be	relieved.”		Bulis	re-
sponded,	“CDR	Moore,	I	relieve	you,	sir.”		Moore	then	
broke	from	the	formation	and	the	two	aircraft	circled	
the	air	station	and	brought	their	aircraft	home.		
 After the flight, Training Air Wing TWO Com-
mander	CAPT	Bill	Davis	addressed	the	crowd.		“This	
change	of	command	ceremony	is	a	bittersweet	event,”	
he	said.	 	“It’s	bitter	because	we	have	to	bid	farewell	
to	a	friend	and	shipmate.	 	CDR	Moore	has	a	done	a	
tremendous	job	for	VT-21.		He’s	been	a	stalwart	leader	
and	he	dedicated	his	 heart	 and	 soul	 into	 leading	 the	
squadron	and	he	and	his	wife	Sarah	and	their	children	
will	be	sorely	missed.		It’s	sweet	because	in	our	great	
Naval	tradition,	we	have	a	great	asset	in	CDR	Bill	Bu-
lis	and	his	wife	Courtney	to	fall-in	behind	them.”
	 Moore	 then	 took	 the	 microphone,	 and	 addressed	
squadron personnel for the final time.  “I want to thank 
the	Fighting	Redhawks	of	VT-21,”	Moore	said,	“be-
cause	it	has	been	an	honor	and	my	privilege	to	serve	as	
your commanding officer.   Most importantly, though, 
and	 I	 think	 the	 Redhawks	 have	 done	 this	 to	 the	 ex-
treme,	 thank	 you	 for	 respecting	 the	 integrity	 of	 one	

another.		You	have	done	this	through	my	entire	tour	of	
14	months,	and	I	appreciate	that	very	much.
	 “I	also	want	to	extend	a	special	thank	you	to	Bill	
and	Courtney	Bulis.	 	Not	only	did	 I	get	unfeathered	
support	for	every	decision	that	was	made	at	the	squad-
ron from my Executive Officer, but we also [devel-
oped]	a	close,	personal	friendship	on	both	sides	of	the	

(VT-21 continued from Page 1)
house.		I	look	forward	to	continuing	that	great	friend-
ship	in	the	years	ahead.”
	 Moore	 also	 thanked	 his	 wife	 Sarah	 for	 her	 sup-
port	 and	 dedication	 to	 the	 squadron,	 and	 their	 three	
children	for	volunteering	their	father	over	the	past	14	
months,	to	which	son	Charlie	remarked	that	the	change	
of	command	ceremony	meant,	“Daddy’s	home.”
	 Bulis	kept	his	remarks	short,	thanking	his	parents	
for	making	the	trip	to	South	Texas	for	the	ceremony,	
his	wife	and	their	children.		Turning	his	attention	to	the	
men	and	women	of	VT-21,	Bulis	said	simply,	“VT-21	
thank	you	for	your	support.		Expect	things	to	go	pretty	
much	 as	 they	 have	 over	 the	 past	 14	 months.	 	 Right	
now,	let’s	get	ready	to	get	out	of	the	hot	sun	and	move	
over	to	the	Club	for	the	reception.”
 Before departing the airfield, VT-21 presented 
CDR	Moore	with	a	command	chair,	which	he	will	be	
able	 to	use	 in	his	next	 job	as	part	of	 the	staff	of	 the	
Commander,	U.S.	7th	Fleet,	forward	deployed	to	Yo-
kosuka,	Japan.
	 CDR	John	Kelsey	assumes	the	role	of	VT-21	ex-
ecutive officer.

Moore gets the traditional wet-down following his final 
flight as VT-21 commanding officer.  Moore’s sons George 
(holding water bottle) and Charles Jr. working the firehose, 
laugh as they hose down their daddy.

Photos by Maryann Shramko, Richard Stewart and LCDR Robert Rosales.

Moore (right) and Bulis take to the sky. Bulis (right) responds to Moore’s request to be re-
lieved; “CDR Moore, I relieve you.” 

Bulis (right) reports to CAPT Bill Davis (left) as the 
new VT-21 commanding officer, while CDR Moore 
(center) recovers from his “wetting down.”

10 Aviators earn Wings at Training Air Wing TWO ceremony
By EN3 Brenda Acevedo, NAS Kingsville Public Affairs

 Ten Navy and Marine Corps flight students 
earned	 their	 wings	 of	 gold	 and	 were	 desig-
nated	 as	 Naval	Aviators	 Friday,	 July	 25	 in	 a	
ceremony	at	the	Captain’s	Club.		The	10	were	
joined	by	nearly	200	people	for	the	ceremony.
	 The	winging	ceremony	marked	the	end	of	
nearly	12	months	of	training	with	Training	Air	
Wing	TWO	for	each	of	the	pilots.
	 Receiving	their	Wings	of	Gold	from	VT-21	
were:	LTJG	Ryan	T.	Devlin,	Cumberland,	Md.;	
LTJG	Sean	D.	Waldron,	Mission	Viejo,	Calif.;	
and	LTJG	Eric	R.	Zilberman,	Oklahoma	City,	
Okla.	
	 Receiving	their	Wings	of	Gold	from	VT-22	
were:	1stLT	Jason	W.	Britain,	Cleburne,	Texas;		
LTJG	John	A.	Ivancic,	Lake	Saint	Louis,	Mo.;	
LTJG	Marissa	N.	Myatt,	San	Juan,	Puerto	Rico;	LTJG	
Gary	C.	Pratt,	Ft.	Walton	Beach,	Fla.;	LTJG	Nicholas	

Front	 row	 from	 left:	 CDR	 Gerald	 Murphy,	 Ex-
ecutive Officer, VT-22; CDR Chris Kirby, Com-
manding Officer, VT-22; LTJG Ryan T. Devlin; 
1st	Lt.	Jason	W.	Britain;	LTJG	Sean	D.	Waldron;	
Col. Thomas S. Clark III, Commanding Officer, 
MATSG-22;	 CAPT	 Bill	 Davis,	 Commander,	
CTW-2;	 CDR	 Charles	 C.	 Moore,	 Command-
ing Officer, VT-21.  Middle row from left: CDR 
Timothy Carr, Chief Staff Officer, CTW-2; LTJG 
Nicholas	 J.	 Selk;	 LTJG	 Marissa	 N.	 Myatt.	 	 Top	
row	from	left:	LTJG	Latham	Turner;	LTJG	Eric	R.	
Zilberman;	LTJG	Gary	C.	Pratt;	LTJG	Ronnie	D.	
Stahl	Jr.;	LTJG	John	A.	Ivancic;	CDR	William	A.	
Bulis.		Photo	by	Richard	Stewart.

J.	Selk,	Oregon	City,	Ore.;	LTJG	Ronnie	D.	Stahl,	Jr.,	
Warner	 Robins,	 Ga.;	 and	 LTJG	 Latham	 Turner,	 Los	
Angeles,	Calif.
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 DILI, Timor-Leste (NNS) -- The Pacific 
Partnership	2008	team	said	farewell	to	the	peo-
ple	of	Timor-Leste	as	the	hospital	ship,	USNS	
Mercy	(T-AH	19)	departed	the	new	nation	July	
25.	
	 Timor-Leste	 was	 the	 third	 partner	 nation	
Pacific Partnership 2008 visited on its humani-
tarian	civic	assistance	mission.	Medical,	dental	
and	engineering	experts	from	the	U.S.	military,	
Australia,	 Canada,	 India,	 Indonesia,	 Portugal,	
the	Republic	of	Korea	and	numerous	non-gov-
ernmental	 organizations	 worked	 with	 the	 lo-
cal	Timorese	government	providing	assistance	
both ashore and afloat. The Pacific Partnership 
mission	brought	these	professionals	to	help	the	
people	of	Timor-Leste	at	the	request	of	the	host	
nation.	
 According to the Pacific Partnership 2008 
public affairs officer, LT Arwen Chisholm, 
members	travelling	aboard	the	ship,	as	well	as	
the	people	who	were	treated	during	this	13-day	
mission benefitted from this visit. 
	 “Not	only	did	we	treat	more	than	9,800	pa-
tients both ashore and afloat, to include 270 
surgeries,	we	also	had	the	opportunity	to	interact	with	
the	Timorese	one-on-one.	The	personal	interaction	and	
friendship	will	stay	with	the	people	in	Timor	long	after	
Mercy	sails.”	
	 In	addition,	Seabees	from	the	Naval	Mobile	Con-

GLENO, East Timor (July 20, 2008) Royal Australian Navy Leading 
Seaman Tanya Boge, from Sydney, Australia, gives local children tooth-
brushes at a Pacific Partnership medical civic action program. Pacific 
Partnership is a four-month deployment by Mercy to assist the govern-
ments of participating nations with medical, dental and construction civic 
assistance programs. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Special-
ist 2nd Class Joseph Seavey.

Pacific Partnership treats nearly 10,000, departs Timor-Leste
By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class (SW/AW) Danny Hayes

struction	Battalion	133	and	Amphibious	Construction	
Battalion	1	performed	repair	and	construction	projects	
at	 Metinaro	 Community	 Center	 and	 Bario	 Pite	 El-
ementary	School.	
 The U.S. Pacific Fleet Band also performed con-
certs	at	Bario	Pite	Elementary,	Palacio	Do	Governo,	

Caritas,	and	Nurlan	1	Primary	School	during	the	
visit.	
	 The	world	has	had	an	 interest	 in	Timor-Leste	
during	the	past	nine	years	with	the	United	Nations	
supervising	 the	 people’s	 vote	 for	 independence	
from	Indonesia	in	1999.	
	 “The	 United	 States	 maintains	 a	 keen	 interest	
in	ensuring	the	success	of	Timor-Leste	as	a	new	
nation,	 as	well	 as	working	 together	with	our	al-
lies	 and	 friends,	 such	 as	Australia,	Portugal	 and	
Indonesia,	who	have	undertaken	leading	roles	in	
the	development	of	Timor-Leste,”	said	Chisholm.	
 The Pacific Partnership mission was made pos-
sible	 through	 the	 support	 of	 the	 government	 of	
Timor-Leste,	partnerships	with	local	medical	care	
professionals,	and	by	the	support	of	a	number	of	
non-governmental	organizations	including	Timor	
Red	 Cross,	 Australian	 Aid	 International,	 Bario	
Pite	clinic,	Caritas,	Klibur	Domin	volunteers	and	
Health	Alliance	International,	among	others.	The	
San	Diego-based	ship	supported	a	variety	of	med-
ical,	dental,	veterinarian,	educational	and	preven-
tive	medicine	services.	
	 USNS	Mercy	(T-AH	19)	is	uniquely	capable	of	

supporting	medical	and	humanitarian	assistance	needs	
and	 can	 rapidly	 respond	 to	 a	 range	 of	 situations	 on	
short	notice.	
 For more news from Pacific Partnership 2008, visit 
www.navy.mil/local/PP08/.	

5 receive Medals; 27 receive MWR bucks at command awards ceremony
By Jon Gagné, NAS Kingsville Public Affairs

 NAS Kingsville Commanding Officer 
CAPT	Phil	Waddingham	presented	Navy	
Achievement	 Medals	 to	 four	 personnel	
for	 their	 efforts	 during	 the	 2008	 Wings	
over	South	Texas	Air	Show,	a	Flag	Let-
ter	of	Commendation	and	Good	Conduct	
Medal	 to	 two	 others,	 and	 MWR	 Bucks	
certificates for Hurricane Dolly prepa-
rations	 to	 27	 others	 during	 a	 command	
awards	 ceremony	 at	 the	 Captain’s	 Club	
July	 26.	 	 “It’s	 a	 pleasure	 to	 recognize	
outstanding	 performance,”	 Waddingham	
told	 the	 military	 and	 civilian	 person-
nel	gathered	 in	 the	main	ballroom.	 	 I’m	
especially	 happy	 to	 present	 these	 Navy	
Achievement	Medals	to	members	of	our	
Security	 Department	 for	 the	 2008	 Air	
Show	because	I’m	sure	you’d	agree	that	
the	incredible	job	they	did	over	the	three-
day	 period	 helped	 make	 the	 show	 the	
success	it	was.		I	think	the	entire	Security	
Department	did	an	outstanding	 job,	 and	
so	did	the	rest	of	Team	Kingsville.”

	 Receiving	 medals	 for	 their	 perfor-
mance	 during	 the	Air	 Show	 were	 GSM1	
(SW/AW)	Larry	McCracken,	MA1	 (SW)	
Reginald	 Chase,	 MA1	 Jose	 Abad,	 and	
MA2	Jessica	Cato.		Waddingham	also	pre-
sented	Flag	Letters	of	Commendation	from	
the	Commander,	Navy	Region	Southeast,	
to	AZ2	 (AW)	 Carlos	 Cantu,	AM2	 (AW)	
Craig	 Lauve,	 and	 ABE2	 (AW)	 Bennie	
Clark,	and	a	Navy	and	Marine	Corps	Good	
Conduct	Medal	to	AC2	(AW)	Wallace	Ed-
wards.
	 Waddingham	 also	 praised	 the	 efforts	
of	 base	 personnel	 in	 preparing	 for	 Hur-
ricane	Dolly,	which	 threatened	 the	South	
Texas	coastline	for	three	days	July	20-23	
before finally coming ashore just north of 
Brownsville.	 	 “Thanks	 to	 all	 of	your	 ef-
forts,”	 Waddingham	 said,	 “the	 base	 was	
well-prepared	 and	 we	 didn’t	 sustain	 any	
major	damages.		Preparation	is	always	the	
key	when	it	comes	to	Hurricanes,	and	you	
all	did	a	great	job.”

AWARDEES:  CAPT Phil Waddingham poses with NAS Kingsville award winners (from 
left) GSM1 (SW/AW) Larry McCracken, MA1 Jose Abad, MA1 (SW) Reginald Chase, 
MA2 Jessica Cato, AZ2 (AW) Carlos Cantu, ABE2 (AW) Bennie Clark, AM2 (AW) Craig 
Lauve, and AC2 (AW) Wallace Edwards.  Photo by EN3 Brenda Acevedo, NAS Kings-
ville Public Affairs.
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	 Morale,	 Welfare	 &	 Recreation	 (MWR)	
station	Library	Summer	Reading	Clubs,	and	
Get	in	the	Game:	Reading	program	conclud-
ed	on	July	31	with	a	pizza	party	where	 the	
32 dedicated readers received certificates of 
achievement.
	 In	all,	43	children	registered	for	 the	two	
programs,	with	Samantha	Crisman,	Charlize	
Lenzy,	 Nathan	 Larson,	 Marissa	 Long,	 Na-
thalie	Martinez,	Briana	Reyes,	and	 Isis	So-
telo	leading	the	way	as	the	top	readers.
	 Reading	clubs	were	divided	into	three	age	
groups;	 5-6,	 7-9,	 and	 10-12.	 	 The	 younger	
group	 read	 a	 story,	 participated	 in	 various	
crafts	 and	 played	 games,	 while	 the	 older	
group	kept	a	journal	on	the	each	story	read.		
	 In	the	Get	in	the	Game:	Read!	Program,	
readers	 were	 awarded	 prizes	 based	 on	 how	
many	books	they	read	over	the	course	of	the	
summer.	 	 The	 prizes	 included	 bookmarks,	
stickers,	t-shirts	and	sports	bags.
	 In	addition	to	the	Library,	the	Youth	Center	played	
a	large	part	in	this	program	with	signing	up	children	
and	encouraging	them	to	read,	thanks	to	Youth	Cen-
ter	Director,	Delia	Martinez	and	Elizabeth	Stokes,	 a	
counselor	who	kept	the	kids	on	track	with	their	read-

From left:  Isis Sotelo; Marissa Long; Charlize Lenzy; Samatha 
Crisman and Nathalie Martinez.

Summer reading programs come to an end
By Vickie Jacobson, Morale, Welfare and Recreation

ing.
		 A	pizza	party	was	held	July	31	for	all	participants	
and their family members and certificates were award-
ed	 by	 MWR	 Director,	 Tara	 Culbertson	 and	 Library	
Manager	Vickie	Jacobson.
	 For	more	information	on	Library	programs,	contact	
them	at	516-6271.

 The	NAS	Kingsville	Morale,	Welfare	and	Recre-
ation Department now has a certified Child and Youth 
Behavioral	 -	 Military	 and	 Family	 Life	 Consultant	
(CYB-MFLC)	 to	 assist	 families	 and	 talk	 with	 chil-
dren	on	a	wide-range	of	issues,	including:	
	 •	 School	adjustment	issue
	 •	 Deployment	and	separation	concerns
	 •	 Reunion	adjustment	concerns
	 •	 Sibling/parent-child	communications
	 •	 Behavioral	concerns
	 •	 Fear,	grief	and	loss	issues
	 •	 Daily	life	issues
 Consultants are confidential and anonymous and 
provided	 at	 no	 cost,	 and	 no	 records	 are	 kept.	 	Af-
ter-hours	 and	 weekend	 appointments	 are	 available.		
Groups,	 educational	 presentations	 and	 individual	
meetings	can	also	be	arranged.
	 For	more	information,	contact	Cynthia	Denham	at	
the	Youth	Activities	or	Child	Development	Centers,	
or	call	522-3116.

Supporting Children and Youth

PACIFIC OCEAN (Aug. 8, 2008) A wall of sea wa-
ter crashes into the hangar bay of the Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), 
while Sailors assigned to the deck department guide 
pallets of supplies aboard during a replenishment 
at sea. The Ronald Reagan Carrier Strike Group is 
on a routine deployment in the U.S. 7th Fleet area 
of responsibility. US Navy photo by Mass Commu-
nication Specialist 3rd Class Aaron Holt.

PEARL HARBOR (Aug. 5, 2008) Sailors render 
honors during a scattering of the ashes ceremony 
for 94-year-old Pearl Harbor survivor Morris Nel-
son who was aboard the battleship USS California 
(BB 44) during the Pearl Harbor attacks. Nelson 
requested his ashes to be scattered at the memo-
rial on Ford Island near his fallen shipmates. The 
ceremony was held Aug. 5 and included a short re-
ligious service, a three-volley rifle salute and a bu-
gler sounding Taps.  U.S. Navy photo.

BRIDGETOWN HARBOR, Barbados (Aug. 5, 
2008) Rear Adm. Joseph D. Kernan, commanding 
officer of U.S. Fourth Fleet, participates in a dive 
off the coast of Barbados during Navy Dive South-
ern Partnership Station 2008. Southern Partner-
ship Station’s mission is (U.S. Navy photo by Se-
nior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Andrew 
McKaskle/Released)

Around the Navy in 60 seconds................................
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Absentee Voting:  Easy process
CDR Tim Chism, Legal Office

	 It’s	 now	 100	 days	 until	
the	 general	 election.	 	 This	
will	not	be	the	last	time	citi-
zens	in	the	armed	forces	are	
reminded	of	 their	voter	 reg-
istration,	but	 the	 time	 is	ap-
proaching	 when	 it	 will	 be	
too	late	if	action	is	not	taken	
shortly.			
	 The	absentee	voting	process	permits	citizens	cov-
ered	by	the	Uniformed	and	Overseas	Citizens	Absen-
tee	Voting	Act	 (UOCAVA),	who	will	be	away	 from	
their	 local	 polling	 places	 on	 election	 day,	 to	 vote	
through	 the	 mail.	 	 Absentee	 voters	 should	 request	
their	ballots	at	least	60	days	before	the	election	when-
ever	possible	to	allow	enough	time	by	mail	or	alterna-
tive	method.
	 In	order	to	register	and/or	vote	absentee,	an	eligible	
U.	S.	Citizen	must	carefully	and	accurately	complete	
a	 Federal	 Post	 Card	 Application	 (FPCA)	 and	 then	
submit it to the proper election official.  The deadline 
for	applying	for	an	absentee	ballot	varies	from	state	
to	state	and	citizens	are	urged	to	note	deadlines	care-
fully.	The	attachments	contain	further	information	re-
garding	each	state’s	deadline.
	 Every	registered	citizen	is	strongly	urged	to	submit	
the FPCA so that it is received by the election official 
45	days	prior	 to	 the	election.	 	Unregistered	citizens	
are	urged	to	submit	the	FPCA	so	that	it	arrives	at	least	
60	days	prior	to	the	election.
	 An	 electronic	 form	 of	 the	 FPCA	 may	 be	 down-
loaded	and	printed	at	www.fvap.gov.
 The Base Legal Office is also the Voting Assistance 

Office and any questions 
or	 needs	 for	 assistance	
may	 be	 answered	 there.		
Texas	 voter	 registration	
materials	 are	 also	 avail-
able	there.

	 NAVAL	 STATION	 NORTH	 ISLAND,	 Calif.	
(NNS) -- Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet, ADM Rob-
ert F. Willard, issued a final endorsement to the in-
vestigation of a fire that occurred aboard USS George 
Washington	 (CVN	 73)	 on	 May	 22.	 As	 directed	 by	
ADM Willard, Commander, Naval Air Forces Pacific, 
VADM.	 Thomas	 J.	 Kilcline,	 Jr.,	 relieved	 the	 Com-
manding Officer of USS George Washington (CVN 
73),	CAPT	David	C.	Dykhoff,	today	due	to	a	loss	of	
confidence in his ability to command and his failure to 
meet	mission	requirements	and	readiness	standards.
	 As	 directed,	 Kilcline	 also	 relieved	 the	 George	
Washington Executive Officer, CAPT David M. Do-
ber,	for	substandard	performance.	
	 CAPT	J.R.	Haley,	previously	assigned	as	Deputy	
Chief of Staff to Commander, U.S. Pacific Command, 
has	taken	command	of	Washington.	Haley	command-
ed	 the	 nuclear	 powered	 aircraft	 carrier	 USS	 Theo-
dore	Roosevelt	(CVN	71)	from	June	2005	to	January	
2008.	
	 CAPT	 Karl	 O.	 Thomas,	 who	 has	 been	 serving	
as executive officer of USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
(CVN	 69)	 since	 July	 2007,	 has	 been	 reassigned	 as	
George Washington’s executive officer.
	 The	Chief	of	Naval	Operations	directed	the	Man-
ual	of	Judge	Advocate	General	 investigation	headed	
by the Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet. The investiga-
tion determined that the likely cause of the fire was 
unauthorized smoking that ignited flammable liquids 
and	other	combustible	material	 improperly	stored	 in	
an adjacent space. The fire and the subsequent mag-
nitude of the fire were the result of a series of human 
acts that could have been prevented. Specifically, the 
storage	of	90	gallons	of	refrigerant	compressor	oil	in	
an	unauthorized	space	contributed	to	the	intensity	of	
the fire.
 The fire, which occurred in an unmanned Auxiliary 
Boiler	Exhaust	and	Supply	space,	took	approximately	
12	hours	to	extinguish	due	to	the	location	and	geom-

etry	 of	 adjacent	 spaces	 and	
ventilation	 systems	 that	 cre-
ated	a	chimney	effect.	Thirty-
seven	Sailors	were	treated	for	
minor	injuries	incurred	during	
fire fighting efforts, with one 
Sailor	 requiring	 treatment	 for	
first and second degree burns. 
Approximately	80	out	of	over	
3,800	 total	 spaces	 aboard	 the	
carrier	 were	 damaged	 by	
the fire. 
	 The	 estimated	 cost	 of	
repairs	 to	 George	 Wash-
ington	as	a	direct	result	of	
the shipboard fire is ap-
proximately	 $70	 million.	
This	includes	cost	for	ma-
terial	 and	 labor	 cost	 from	 the	
public	and	private	 sector	 ship	
repair	activities.	
	 Repairs	 to	 George	 Wash-
ington	 are	 nearly	 complete	
and	 she	 will	 depart	 San	 Di-
ego,	 Calif.,	 on	Aug.	 21,	 with	
an	arrival	 in	Yokosuka,	 Japan	
expected	 in	 late	 September.	
George	Washington’s	turnover	
with	the	U.S.	Navy’s	last	con-
ventionally-powered	aircraft	carrier,	USS	Kitty	Hawk	
(CV	63),	will	begin	upon	Kitty	Hawk’s	arrival	in	San	
Diego	on	Aug.	7.

Fleet Spotlight:  USS George Washington Investigation 
Complete, Senior Leadership Relieved
From Commander Naval Air Forces Public Affairs

Photos from top: San Diego (May 29, 2008) Mr. Bret 
Haskins assess fire damage aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS George Washington (CVN 73).  Middle: Damage to 
the Air Conditioning and Refrigeration shop.  Bottom:  
Damaged cables near the exhaust and supply ventilation 
trunk for the auxiliary boiler.  U.S. Navy photos.
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NAS Kingsville
Branch Health Clinic Corner

By HM3(FMF) Jacob Welch

WELCOME ABOARD!

The following personnel have reported

ENS Zachary Armstrong, USN
Student	Naval	Aviator,	CTW-2
Opelika,	Ala.

2nd Lt. Aaron P. Brunner, USMC
Student	Naval	Aviator,	CTW-2
Lynn	Haven,	Fla.

2nd Lt. Todd R. White, USMC
Student	Naval	Aviator,	CTW-2
Kings	Point,	N.Y.

ABEC Bernard Diaz, USN
Air	Operations,	Field	Support
Galveston,	Texas

ENS Joshua T. Webb, USN
Student	Naval	Aviator,	VT-21
Merritt	Island,	Fla.

ENS Jordan P. Kehrer
Student	Naval	Aviator,	VT-22
West	Grove,	Pa.

ACAR Wesley Mooney
Air Traffic Control
Murfreesboro,	Tenn.

Navy	 Spiritual	 Fitness	 Division	 Southeast	 will	 offer	 a	 FREE	
Marriage	 Enrichment	 Retreat	 right	 here	 at	 the	 Omni	 Bayfront	
Sept.	19-21.		Couples	discover	ways	to:
 • Better handle inevitable conflicts. 
	 •	 Understand	how	they	interact	with	their	spouse.	
	 •	 Build	intimacy	and	communication.	
	 •	 Become	closer	by	strengthening	the	emotional,	physical	
	 	 and	spiritual	aspects	of	their	marriage.	
	 •	 Take	time	to	have	fun	with	one	other.
	 Who	should	attend?	Couples	seeking	greater	satisfaction,	closeness,	and	genu-
ineness	in	their	marriage.		
	 We	have	room	for	a	total	of	15	couples.		Lodging	and	meals	are	provided	free	
of	charge.	Couples	with	children	need	to	plan	for	childcare	for	the	weekend.		It	is	
strongly	advised	that	participants	allow	themselves	to	be	free	of	all	distractions	so	
that	they	can	focus	solely	on	their	relationship	during	this	weekend.
	 If	you	are	interested	in	attending,	please	register	soon	by	contacting	the	Credo	
office (email link below), completing the registration form, and sending it to either 
of	the	email	addresses	for	the	Spiritual	Fitness	Division	staff	located	at	the	bottom	of	
the	form.		You’ll	want	to	register	soon	if	you	plan	to	attend	while	there	is	still	room.		
These retreats usually fill up VERY fast.
	 All	 retreats	 this	 past	 year	 have	 been	 big	 hits	 with	 participants.	 	 It’s	 a	 “can’t	
miss.”
	 If	you’re	interested	in	attending	this	Retreat,	simply	send	an	email	requesting	an	
updated	electronic	 registration	 form	 to	cnrse_credo@navy.mil,	or	 call	 (904)	270-
6958,		ext.	1608	or	menu	“7.”	A	registration	form	will	be	forwarded	to	you.

Marriage Enrichment Retreat

Sub Lt. Anant Agarwal
Student	Naval	Aviator,	VT-21
Hapur,	India

Lt. Vishal Menghnani
Student	Naval	Aviator,	VT-21
Pune,	India

Sub Lt. Purujit Mehta
Student	Naval	Aviator,	VT-21
Delhi,	India

ENS Brandon Hempler
Student	Naval	Aviator,	VT-21
Wamego,	Kan.

CWO3 Christopher Chandler
CNATRA	Detachment
Ben	Wheeler,	Texas

ENS Craig K. Searles
Student	Naval	Aviator,	VT-22
King	George,	Va.

THERE HAS BEEN AN INCREASE IN 
EMERGENCY ROOM VISITS!!!!

	 If	you	or	a	family	member	are	experiencing	any	type	of	medical	issues	after	
4:30	p.m.	weekdays	or	any	time	on	the	weekend	it	is	imperative	that	you	call	the	
Branch	Health	Clinic	Kingsville	after	hour’s	number	(361)	219-0074.		Once	you	
call	the	after	hours	line	you	will	receive	instructions	on	where	to	go	and	what	you	
need	to	do	in	regards	to	your	health	care	issues.		Failure	to	go	through	the	after	
hours	line	may	result	in	having	to	pay	a	point	of	service	charge.		
	 If	you	go	 to	 the	emergency	 room	without	authorization	and	 the	care	 is	not	
deemed	an	“emergency”	by	TRICARE	you	could	be	looking	at	a	bill	that	may	
range	any	where	from	$100	to	$500	depending	on	the	care	received	while	in	the	
emergency	room.		That	is	why	it	is	extremely	important	to	go	through	the	after	
hours	duty	phone	in	the	event	you	think	the	medical	issue	in	question	can’t	wait	
until	normal	working	hours.
	 Branch	Health	Clinic	Kingsville	hours	of	operation	are	Mon-Fri	7:30	a.m.	to	
4:30	p.m..		The	appointment	line	hours	are	Mon-Fri	7	a.m.	to	6	p.m..
	 To	make	an	appointment	please	call	1-877-NAVYMED	(628-9633).

Accelerate your life!  

Go Navy and ............
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HOG
PEN

New hours for Outdoor Recreation - Outdoor	Recreation	is	
now	open	on	Saturdays	from	10	a.m.	to	2	p.m.		Stop	by	and	
check	out	 all	 the	great	 equipment	 available	 to	make	your	
next	 outdoor	 adventure	 a	 great	 one,	 or	 call	 516-6191	 for	
more	information.
Fishing Ponds now open! - The fishing ponds aboard 
NASK are now open with a fresh batch of catfish just wait-
ing	to	be	caught.		Each	of	the	two	ponds	has	been	stocked	
with 500 new fish.  For more information, contact Outdoor 
Recreation	at	516-6191.
Fishing fees aboard NASK are now $10 - Fishing	 fees	
aboard	NASK	have	been	reduced	from	$35	to	$10	for	all	
fishermen wishing to try their luck in one of the two stocked 
ponds on base.  In addition, those wishing to just fish, there 
is	no	longer	a	requirement	to	join	the	NASK	Hunting	Club.		
A current Texas state fishing license is required to purchase 
the	permit,	which	all	active	duty	can	get	for	free	from	any	
store	that	sells	the	license.		Permits	are	available	at	ITT,	lo-
cated	in	The	Captain’s	Club.		For	more	information,	contact	
ITT	at	516-6449.
New ITT & Liberty Center Hours - The	 ITT	 &	 Liberty	
Center	now	have	extended	hours	to	serve	you	better.		Both	
facilities	will	now	be	open	Tuesday	-	Saturday	11	a.m.	to	10	
p.m..		For	more	information,	contact	516-6449.
New MWR Card Policy - Effective	immediately,	the	only	
patrons	of	MWR	facilities	that	will	be	required	to	hold	an	
MWR	card	will	be	the	following:
-Navy	League
-DOD	Civilian	Family	Members
-Contractors	Family	Members
	 All	personnel	that	have	access	to	NASK	will	no	longer	
be	required	to	have	an	MWR	card.		In	addition,	the	MWR	
card	will	be	free	of	charge	for	all	patrons	that	are	required	
to	carry	it.		For	those	that	have	recently	purchased	an	MWR	
card, you can contact Shirley Ley at 516-6734 to find out 
info	on	our	reimbursement	plan.
	 MWR	cards	can	be	applied	for	at	either	the	Total	Fitness	
Connection (MWR Gym), or the ITT office located on the 
ground floor of The Captain’s Club.
Note:	Additional	fees	may	be	required	at	some	MWR	facili-
ties	for	those	using	an	MWR	card.	Please	check	with	each	
facility	for	details.	
New MWR Gym Fees set to take effect August 1 - The	fol-
lowing	 MWR	 Gym	 fees	 will	 take	 effect	August	 1	 for	 all	
NASK	 Contractors,	 DOD	 Family	 Members,	 City	 Police,	
and	Navy	League.	
Single	Month							 $25
Single	6-Month				 $125
Single	Annual						 $225
Family	Month						 $35
Family	6-Month		 $175
Family	Annual	 	 $350
All	current	6-month	and	annual	memberships	will	be	hon-
ored.		All	monthly	members	signing	up	at	the	new	fee	will	
receive	their	next	two	months	free.	For	more	information,	
contact	the	Total	Fitness	Connection	(MWR	Gym)	at	516-
6171.	

Navy Knowledge Online Orientation at the Library - Every	
Wednesday	at	1700,	Library	staff	will	hold	a	short	class	on	
what	the	library	section	of	NKO	has	available.		This	great	
site	is	for	active	duty,	retirees,	and	dependants.		If	you	are	in	
the	DEERS	system,	then	you	have	access	to	this	resource.	
For	more	information,	call	the	Library	at	516-6271.
Texas State Vehicle Inspection - If	your	Texas	State	Vehicle	
Inspection	expires	this	month,	stop	by	the	Auto	Skills	Cen-
ter and get it renewed to avoid any costly fines.  For more 
information,	contact	Auto	Skills	at	516-6248.
August 8 - No Limit Texas Hold’em Tournament - Go	ALL	
IN with us on August 1 for the first in a series of monthly 
No	 Limit	 Texas	 Hold’em	 tournaments.	 	 The	 action	 kicks	
off	at	7	p.m.	in	the	ballroom	of	The	Captain’s	Club.	 	You	
can	pre-register	at	ITT	starting	on	August	1,	or	register	on	
tournament	day	up	until	15	minutes	prior	to	the	start	of	the	
tournament.	 	Your	$10	 registration	 fee	 covers	 tournament	
entry,	non-alcoholic	drinks,	hamburgers,	and	hot	dogs/chili	
dogs with all the fixings.  There will be a guaranteed mini-
mum prize pool of $200.  Tournament limited to the first 25 
entries.		Feel	free	to	take	advantage	of	the	K-BAR’s	Friday	
night	specials	and	we’ll	provide	you	with	a	ride	home.		Call	
Amanda	Young	at	516-6734	for	more	information.
August 13 – Karaoke Night at the K-Bar - So	you	think	
you’ve	got	some	pipes?		Come	out	to	the	K-BAR	and	show	
us	 what	 you	 got.	 Mic	 opens	 up	 at	 10p.m.	 and	 runs	 until	
midnight.
August 14 – Pizza Night and Video Game Olympics - Sin-
gle	Sailors	come	enjoy	some	hot	pizza,	and	challenge	your	
buddies	 to	 your	 favorite	Wii,	 or	 XBOX	 games.	 	The	 fun	
starts	at	6	p.m.	Call	Amanda	Young	at	516-6734	for	more	
information.
August 15 – Mongolian Grill at the K-Bar - Mongolian	
Grill	at	the	K-Bar	in	The	Captain’s	Club	from	11	a.m.	-	2	
p.m..		Get	there	early	to	beat	the	crowds.
August 15 – Social Hour at the K-Bar - Join	us	at	the	K-
Bar	 to	 kick-off	 the	 weekend	 with	 some	 food,	 drinks	 and	
live	entertainment.		Doors	open	at	3	p.m.,	with	Social	Hour	
running	until	7	p.m..		The	K-Bar	is	now	open	until	11	p.m.	
every	Friday,	and	includes	a	full	menu	from	the	grill	until	
10	p.m.
August 15 – Fall Story Time at the Library - There	will	
be	a	fall	story	time	at	5	p.m.	on	August	15.		Pre-register	by	
COB	on	August	14.		Treats	and	drinks	will	be	served.
August 21 – Veterinarian Clinic aboard NASK - Does	
your	pet	need	a	checkup?		The	U.S.	Army	Vet	will	be	on	
base	August	21.		Please	call	to	make	an	appointment.	(361)	
961-3952.
August 22 – Family Movie Night at Hawk’s Landing - 
Residents	of	Hawk’s	Landing	PPV	are	invited	to	come	out	
and	enjoy	a	 free	movie	night	on	MWR.	 	The	movie	will	
be	shown	at	7	p.m.	in	the	Community	Center,	and	will	in-
clude	snacks	and	drinks.		For	more	information,	contact	the	
Hawk’s Landing rental office.

	 MANKATO	,	Minn.	-	John	
Randle	came	to	the	Minnesota	
Vikings	 as	 an	 undrafted	 free	
agent	in	1990,	feeling	lost	and	
unsure	 of	 himself	 as	 he	 pre-
pared	 to	 chase	 his	 long-shot	
dream	of	playing	in	the	NFL.
	 By	the	time	he	left	after	the	
2000	 season,	 Randle	 had	 ce-
mented	 himself	 as	 one	 of	 the	
best	defensive	linemen	in	a	franchise	with	a	rich	his-
tory	of	performance	on	that	unit.
	 For	 all	 the	 undersized	 defensive	 tackle	 accom-
plished	during	11	brilliant	seasons	in	purple,	Randle	
will	be	 inducted	as	 the	17th	member	of	 the	Vikings	
Ring	of	Honor,	the	team	announced	on	Tuesday.
	 “Who	would	have	thought	it?	A	guy	coming	here	
as	a	 rookie	 free	agent,	not	knowing	 too	much	about	
the Vikings and their history. I find myself in 2008 in 
the	Ring	of	Honor,”	Randle	said.	“I’m	just	shocked.”
	 The	 tenacious	 competitor	 and	 motor-mouthed	
trash-talker	 racked	 up	 137	 1/2	 sacks	 in	 his	 career,	
which includes his final three years in Seattle . He had 
114	 career	 sacks	 with	 the	 Vikings,	 ranking	 third	 in	
franchise	history.
	 Quite	a	career	for	a	guy	who	didn’t	get	drafted	out	
of	Division-II	Texas	A&I.
	 “I	didn’t	think	I	was	capable	of	making	this	team,”	
Randle	said	of	his	arrival	in	the	Twin	Cities	in	1990.		
	 “Once	 I	 went	 through	 the	 preseason	 games	 and	
found	out	I	was	still	on	the	roster	I	knew	I	had	a	home.	
I	knew	this	is	where	I	belong.”
	 Vikings	center	Matt	Birk	called	Randle	the	“great-
est	defensive	tackle	I’ve	ever	seen”.	
	 “You	talk	about	a	guy	who	just	willed	himself	 to	
greatness,	that	was	him,”	Birk	said.	“He	became	one	
of	the	greatest	football	players	I’ve	ever	played	with	
or	against.”
	 An	induction	ceremony	will	be	held	when	the	Vi-
kings	host	the	Chicago	Bears	on	Nov.	30.

WEDNESDAY MORNING LADIES BOWLING 
LEAGUE

The	 Wednesday	 Morning	 Ladies	 Bowling	 League	
begins	September	3	at	9	a.m..		Everyone	is	welcome	
to	come	and	join	 the	fun.	 	We	bowl	
at	 NAS	 Kingsville	 bowling	 Center.		
New	members	can	call	Irene	Woolsey	
at	(361)	592-4236	or	Dan	Rackley	at	
the	bowling	center	at	(361)	516-6196	
to	get	base	access	information.

The John Updyke Mixed Bowling Tour-
nament has been postponed until after 
Leagues start back up in September.  At 
least 16 bowlers are needed to participate.  
For more information, contact Daniel 
Rackley at the Bowling Center (x6196).
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 Fidelity Technologies Corp. officially assumed 
control	 of	 classroom	 and	 simulation	 training	 for	
Training	Air	Wing	TWO	Student	Naval	Aviators	and	
flight officers Friday, Aug. 1, under a new five-year, 
$68	million	contract	with	the	NAVAIR	Training	Sys-
tems	Division.		The	company	replaces	Lockheed	Mar-
tin,	Inc.,	which	had	held	the	contract	for	the	Chief	of	
Naval	Air	Training	Command	(CNATRA)	and	NAS	
Kingsville	since	1990.	
	 The	 transition	 from	 Lockheed	 Martin	 to	 Fidelity	
Technologies	at	NAS	Kingsville	should	be	a	smooth	
one,	according	to	Lance	Hamm,	site	manager.		Nearly	
all	of	the	instructors	here	have	been	retained	with	the	
new	 company,	 and	 the	 mission	 remains	 unchanged.		
“We’ll	 all	 be	 doing	basically	 the	 same	 job	we	have	
done	 for	 Lockheed	 Martin	 over	 the	 past	 18	 years,”	
Hamm	said.	 	“There	are	some	administrative	differ-
ences	and	we	will	be	changing	our	shirt	colors	from	
maroon	 to	gray,	 but	other	 than	 that	 it’s	 been	 a	very	
smooth	transition.”
	 Hamm	takes	over	 the	site	manager	position	from	
Glenn	 Melin,	 who	 had	 served	 as	 site	 manager	 for	
Lockheed	Martin	at	NAS	Kingsville	since	2003	and	
as a flight instructor prior to his retirement from active 
duty.		Melin	is	leaving	the	command	to	complete	his	
post	graduate	studies,	and	continue	his	position	as	a	
pastor	in	Corpus	Christi.	
	 “Glenn	 and	 I	 had	 a	 great	 working	 relationship,”	
Hamm	said.	 	“I	served	as	his	alternate	site	manager	
since	2005,	and	we	developed	a	close	personal	friend-
ship	over	the	last	three	years.”		
	 Fidelity	 Technologies,	 home-based	 in	 Reading,	
Pa., will provide flight instructors for all five CNA-
TRA	 training	 air	 wings,	 including	 NAS	 Meridian,	
Miss.;	 NAS	 Pensacola,	 Fla.;	 NAS	 Whiting	 Field,	
Milton,	Fla.;	NAS	Corpus	Christi,	 and	NAS	Kings-
ville. The company already provides flight training to 
the Navy’s Pacific Fleet through a separate, five-year 
contract.	The	new	contract	is	the	largest	of	its	type	in	
Fidelity’s	20-year	history,	said	J.	David	Gulati,	Fidel-
ity’s	president.		Phil	Kruse	has	accepted	the	position	
with	Fidelity’s	Technology	to	serve	as	CNATRA	Con-
tractor	Instructor	Services	(CIS)	Program	Manager.
	 The	NAS	Kingsville	Ground	Training	Department,	
where	Fidelity	Technologies	personnel	will	train	stu-
dent aviators in classrooms and T-45 flight simula-
tors,	held	a	farewell	ceremony	for	Lockheed	Martin	
Thursday,	 July	 31	 at	 the	 Captain’s	 Club	 following	
their	monthly	Contractor	and	Instructor	Standardiza-
tion	training	session	and	brief	from	Training	Air	Wing	
TWO	Commander	CAPT	Bill	Davis,	and	CAPT	(Sel)	
Mark	McLaughlin,	CNATRA	N-7.	
	 Following	 the	 training,	 CAPT	 (Sel)	 McLaughlin	
presented	a	Letter	of	Commendation	from	the	Chief	
of	 Naval	 Air	 Training,	 RADM	 Mark	 Guadagnini,	
to	 Ground	 Training’s	 Mac	 McCullen,	 for	 his	 work	

Lockheed Martin ends 18-year support of TW-2 as

Fidelity Technologies assumes support role for CNATRA flight training
Story and photos by Jon Gagné, NAS Kingsville Public Affairs

as	Subject	Matter	Expert	 for	 the	Training	 Integrated	
Management	 System	 (TIMS)	 software	 installation	
and	upgrade	at	training	commands	throughout	CNA-
TRA.	 	 Also	 recognized	 during	 the	 ceremony	 were	
Robert	Fischer	and	George	Lyford,	who	received	10	
year	Length	of	Service	awards.		Melin	and	his	wife	Jill	
were	also	presented	departing	gifts	 from	the	Ground	
Training	staff,	in	addition	to	Linda	Gerd,	who	is	also	
leaving.	
	 “The	transition	to	Fidelity	Technologies	for	simula-
tor	instruction	closes	a	long	and	successful	era	of	part-
nership	with	Lockheed	Martin	and	opens	the	page	on	
a	new	chapter	of	Civil-Military	cooperation	to	provide	
the	best	aviators	in	the	world	to	our	nation’s	service,”	
said CDR Tim Carr, TW-2 Chief Staff Officer.  “We 
look forward to the new partnership and have confi-
dence	that	Fidelity	will	continue	in	the	proud	traditions	
that	 have	 been	 established.	 	 Many	 faces	 at	 Ground	
Training	will	be	familiar	under	the	new	contract	with	
one	 notable	 absence;	 Glenn	 “Biff”	 Melin	 is	 leaving	
his	post	as	Site	Manager	to	pursue	other	opportunities.	
Biff	was	a	stalwart	of	 the	ready	rooms	when	he	was	
still in a flight suit providing direct flight training to 
students	 and	he	has	been	 a	dedicated	 and	motivated	
teacher	 and	 mentor	 at	 the	 Ground	Training	 building	
since	leaving	active	duty.		His	leadership	and	expertise	
will	be	missed.”	
	 According	 to	 a	 news	 release	 on	 Fidelity’s	 Web	
site,	under	the	new	contract	Instructors	with	Fidelity’s	
Field	Services	Division	will	work	with	trainees	in	the	
first phase of aviator schooling, when they are taught 
basics	 such	 as	 wing	 dynamics	 and	 how	 to	 approach	
a	 runway.	The	 instructors	will	 run	 the	curriculum	 in	
classrooms and flight simulators. 
	 The	 Chief	 of	 Naval	 Air	 Training	 program	 trains	
about 1,000 pilots and 300 Naval Flight Officers 
(NFOs)	each	year.	The	pilot	training	program	for	col-
lege	 graduates	 takes	 about	 18	 months	 to	 complete,	
and the naval flight officer syllabus takes about 12 
months.	On	average,	student	aviators	spend	just	over		
12	months	in	advanced	jet	training	at	NAS	Kingsville	
before	earning	their	Wings	of	Gold.

CAPT Bill Davis talks to Ground Training simulator 
instructors during a monthly training session.

CAPT Bill Davis thanks Glenn Melin for his sup-
port of Training Air Wing TWO.

Glenn Melin congratulates Mac McCullen on his 
award from the Chief of Naval Air Training.

CDR Scott Allen presents Glenn Melin a command 
coin on behalf of the Naval Air Station.

Lance Hamm, Glenn Melin, Jill Melin and Phil Kruse, 
Program Director, pose with a parting gift from the 
Ground Training crew.


