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Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Soft Opening Media Availability 
 

(PEARL HARBOR, HI) - Naval Station Pearl Harbor and Hickam Air Force Base will 
begin the official Joint Base transition period, called Initial Operational Capability (IOC), on Jan. 
31 at 1 p.m.  At that time, the Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam seal will be unveiled, and Sailors 
and Airmen will open and remove the Aloha Aina Park pedestrian gate which currently separates 
the two bases. 

 
Capt. Richard W. Kitchens, commanding officer, Naval Station Pearl Harbor, and Col. 

Giovanni Tuck, 15th Airlift Wing commander, will be available to speak with the news media 
immediately following the brief ceremony.  Capt. Kitchens is the prospective Joint Base 
commander; and Col. Charles Baumgardner, is the prospective Joint Base deputy commander.  
Col. Baumgardner is currently the 15th Airlift Wing Mission Support Group commander.  

 
The transition will continue to Oct 1, 2010, when Full Operational Capability (FOC) will 

be achieved.  Resources, property, personnel, and authority for installation management 
functions will then transfer to the Navy, which was designated by 2005 BRAC law to be the lead 
agency for the new installation. 

 
For more about Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, go to:  

http://www.cnic.navy.mil/PearlHarbor/index.htmhttp://www2.hickam.af.mil/ and click on the 
Joint Base logo.   

 
News media who are interested in covering the soft opening on Jan. 31 should contact 

Joint Base Public Affairs at 449-1557 or Navy Region Hawaii Public Affairs at 473-2875 to 
arrange an escort to the ceremony site. News media will be met at the Pearl Harbor Nimitz Gate 
Visitors Pass Office parking lot on Jan. 31 at 12:45 p.m. 
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