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Joint base community celebrates 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King 
 

Story and photo by Master Sgt. Cohen A. Young 

Defense Media Activity 

Sailors, Airmen, Soldiers and 
civilian personnel gathered at the 
Hickam Main Chapel, Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH), 
Hawaii on Jan 14 to celebrate the 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. The event was held in 
recognition of the upcoming 
holiday named in King’s honor on 
Jan. 17. 

King was the chief spokesman for 
non-violent activism in the civil 
rights movement. Former 
President Ronald Reagan signed 
a proclamation establishing the 
holiday in Dr. King’s honor in 
1983. It was first observed on 
Jan. 20, 1986. 

King spoke often of a unified world where color would no longer be a barrier and those sentiments were echoed 
by Air Force chaplain, Capt. Anthony Wiggins, during the recognition ceremony. 

“We are here on a joint base, in a joint effort in different colored uniforms, representing different branches of the 
military made up of multi-colored people showing the strength of diversity, which is a great way to reflect Dr. 
King’s vision of different colors serving together,” said Wiggins, a native of Sawyerville, Ala. 

“The holiday is very meaningful to me since I grew up in Alabama and I’m aware of the changes that came 
about as a result of Dr. King’s efforts,” Wiggins said. 

Excerpts of Dr. King’s “I Have A Dream Speech” were played during the ceremony, along with re-enactments of 
famous moments that occurred during the civil rights movement. These included President Reagan signing the 
proclamation making Dr. King’s birthday a federal holiday and another was the scene of the “I Have A Dream 
Speech.” 

During the event, Capt. Richard Kitchens, commander of JBPH, presented community service awards. He 
recognized the Hickam Top Three, Hickam’s Company Grade Officers Organization and the Sailors of the USS 
Crommelin (FFG 37) for their outstanding volunteer and community work in Hawaii as well as abroad. 

Service members from Crommelin performed various community projects while deployed to Cambodia, 
Malaysia and the Philippines. 

 



“It’s really nice for our crew to be recognized for some of the work we do when we’re deployed,” said Lt. Luke 
Adams, Crommelin administration officer. “We get the chance to really help people that need it when we’re 
deployed … some of the areas that we’ve been to are among the poorest and we’re honored to do our part.” 
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