Don Shimazu. Don Shimazu, Survey
Section, HQ Battery, can never forget his
encounter with the Holocaust victims
and particularly meeting the famous
German theologian Rev. Martin
Niemoeller in one of the Dachau
prisons:

“It was almost the end of April in
1945 with snow still on the
ground when the 522nd ran into
wandering prisoners freshly freed
from the prisons of Dachau. They
were like walking skeletons with
sunken eyes, dressed in dirty
striped blue-and-white prison
garb searching for food. That day,
our Headquarters Battery made
camp very close to one of some
30 separate concentrations
camps in the area northwest of
Munich all collectively known as
Dachau. I personally went into
the one near us and remember
visiting the administration build-
ing whose front desk was already
manned by American GI’s. In
that building on that occasion, I
recognized the Rev. Martin
Niemoeller also in prison garb
but sitting on a couch serenely
waiting for something or some-
one. [ recognized him because we
had studied about him in high
school social studies using The
Weekly Reader.”

[The Historical Albbum Committee of
The 522 Field Artillery Battalion of
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