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PACFLT visits Guam, thanks Sailors

By Oyaol Ngirairikl
Joint Region Edge Staff
oyaol.ngirairikl@fe.navy.mil

The commander of U.S. Pecific
Heet met with Sailorson Guam dur-
ing avist March 4.

Adm. Patrick Walsh thanked
Sailors and leadership of Maritime
Expeditionary Security Squadron
(MSRON) 7, Explosive Ordnance
Disposa Mohile Unit (EODMU) 5
and Helicopter Sea Combat

Brief: Adm. Patrick Walsh, right,
Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet, lis-
tens to a brief by Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Technician 1st Class
(EWS/AW) Ryan Gilfillan, of
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile
Unit (EODMU) 5, about deployments
and operations performed overseas
during a visit to Guam March 4. Also
pictured in the foreground is the com-
mand’s Talon robot, which EODMU 5
uses to investigate and handle impro-
vised explosive devices. (U.S. Navy
photo by Jesse Leon Guerrero)

Squadron (HSC) 25 for their contin-
ued service.

Master-at-Arms 2nd Class
(EXW) Michael Steffon, of
MSRON 7, said Wash's visit mo-
tivated him and his shipmates to
continue to meet their squadron’s
mission.

“1t'sgood to know that heknows
exactly what we'redoing,” Steffon
said. “He sees the outcome of our
hard work everyday and it reessures
us that we' re doing agood job.”

Master-at-Arms 2nd Class
(EXW) Jermaine Foreste, with
MSRON-7, was leading a class-
room training when Walsh arrived
to observe and spesk to the Sailors.
Foreste said he gppreciated Walsh's
words of advice and encouragement.

“He svery interested in what we
do here and he's interested in the
Salors that do the job here &t this
command,” Foreste said.

Sailors at EODMU-5 took the
opportunity to brief Walsh about

See PACFLT, page 11

Remembering Iwo Jima and its |mportanceto alr power

By Capt. Timothy Lundberg
36th Wing Public Affairs

From March 1 through March 4,
morethan 120 retirees, veteransand
their families visited Andersen Air
Force Base as part of their trip to
Iwo Jima in remembrance of the
65th anniversary of the battlethere.

While on Andersen Air Force
Base these visitors learned about
thehigtory of Andersen AFB and re-
ceived briefings on the aircraft de-
ployed herethat are part of U.S. Pa-
cific Command's Continuous
Bomber Presence and Thestre Se-
curity Package.

Theseveteransof Iwo Jmaaso
visited U.S. Naval Base Guamand
other historic siteson Guam prior to
traveling to Iwo Jmaon March 3.

On Feb. 19, 1945, 30,000
Marines splashed ashore on the
small volcanic idand of Iwo Jma
inthe central Pacific aspart of Op-
eration Detachment. After four days

of fighting, apatrol reached the pesk
of Mount Suribachi, whereit plant-
ed a U.S. flag in an iconic scene
captured by photographers. Howev-
e, theseimageshardly reflected the
end of the battle. lwo Jmawould
not be secure until March 26. Al-
most al of the 21,000 Japanese de-
fenders elected to die rather than
surrender. Rooting them out cost
more than 6,800 American dead
and 20,000 wounded, making this
the cogtliest battle in the history of
the U.S. Marine Corps.

Located dightly northwest of the
aeria midpoint between Tokyo and
Saipan, lwo Jima's airfields in
Japanese hands condtituted aserious
annoyance to the newly launched
long range bombardment of Japan
by the 20th Air ForcefromtheMar-
ianaldandsin late 1944 and early
1945, Japanese interceptors from
Iwo Jima and Pagan Idand forced
the B-29 Superfortresses to make
long detours on their way to the

Japaneseidandsaswell asontheir
return trip to Saipan Idand and the
other recently won bomber bases
in the Northern Mariana Ilands.
Superfortresses enroute to Japan
routinely flew a dogleg-course
around theidand increasing theal-
ready extended distancesthey were
forced to cover. Despite the dog-
leg, there were no hiding the giant
aircraft formations of very heavy
bombers from radar surveillance
and Iwo Jmagave the home Jgpan-
ese |dands time to prepare for the

See IWO JIMA, page 12

Airpower: "MY GIRL," a P-51,
takes off from Iwo Jima. From this
hard-won base U.S. Air Force fight-
ers escorted the B-29's on bombing
missions to Japan, and also attacked
the Empire on their own. Image was
used in the book, "Third Report of the
C.G. of the A.AF. to the Secretary of
War" in 1945. (U.S. Air Force photo)
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their equipment, safety gear and past
deployments.

Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Technician 1st Class (EWS/SW)
Ryan Gilfillan, with EODMU-5,
said he appreciates Walsh's inter-
est in the Sailors and the work they
do to carry out the mission.

“It's dways good when people
take an interest in what we do, es-
pecially peoplein the upper eche-
lon of the Navy likeAdm. Walsh,”
he said. “We put a lot into those
displays and he seemed to appre-
ciate the time we put into it.”

U.S. Pacific Fleet, the world's
largest fleet command, encompass-
€s 100 million square miles, more
than half the Earth’s surface, from
theWest Coast of the United States
to the eastern shore of Africa. The
Pacific Fleet consists of approxi-
mately 180 ships, 1,500 aircraft
and 125,000 Sailors, Marines and
civilians.

Greeting: Adm. Patrick Walsh, right, Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet, is

greeted by Master Chief Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technician
(EWS/SW) Bill Lee, left, command master chief of Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Mobile Unit (EODMU) 5, during a visit to Guam March 4. Also pic-
tured is Lt. Cmdr. Evan Colbert, center, executive officer of EODMU 5. (U.S.

Navy photo by Jesse Leon Guerrero)

Responsibilities: Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technician 2nd Class
(EWS) Daniel Smith, right, of Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit
(EODMU) 5, talks about his responsibilities at the command and gear, such
as bomb suits, to Adm. Patrick Walsh, Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet, dur-
ing a visit to Guam March 4. (U.S. Navy photo by Jesse Leon Guerrero)

Officers of the year remember Blue Jacket past

By Mass Communication
Specialist Seaman
Samantha Crosson

USS Frank Cable (AS 40)

Officersare easy to recognizein
the military. They are the men and
women who command asalute, the
oneswearing the pressed khaki uni-
forms and, most importantly, the
people enlisted Sailors look up to
for guidance.

Two junior officersin Submarine
Squadron 15 have pulled what they
havelearned from being prior enlist-
ed Sailors to become outstanding
officersand earned thetitle of Junior
Officer of the Year.

Lt. j.g. Theodosius Soiles, ma-
chinery repair officer on USS Frank
Cable (AS40), saysbeing prior en-
listed has helped him become abet-

ter officer. Soiles cracks an endear-
ing smileand leansback in hischair
as he remembers a time when he
wasachief eectrician’'smate. After
nineyearsof enlisted service, Soiles
has taken his experiences as an en-
listed Sailor and gpplied themto his
career as an officer.

“Being prior enlisted helps you
understand the inner workings of a
divison. You can seethe checksand
balance system working within a
group of people,” Soiles said.
“There is aleadership process that
isimportant to follow on the enlist-
ed sde of the house”

Lt.j.g. John D. Kinman, Dam-
age Control Assistant and Assistant
Engineer on USS Buffalo (SSN
715), also agrees that being prior
enlisted has made him excel as an
officer. Prior to being commissoned
as an officer, Kinman was a ma-

chinist’'s matefirst class.

“You see both sides of the way
everything works,” said Kinman
with apersondity that outshineshis
polished collar device. “I've done
everything from scrubbing decksto
running entire divisions. “Sailors
look for leadership to pull them out
of the hard times, | know | did. So
| have abetter understanding of what
my guys need because I’ ve been
there.”

Both officers seemed to be hon-
ored and proud to be Junior Offi-
cersof the Year.

Kinman offers a smple honest
approach:

“1 just come to work everyday
and do the best that | can. My dad
taught methat no matter what's go-
ingoninlife, you cometowork and
take prideinyour job,” Kinmansad.

Soiles believes the reason he re-
ceived the award was ateam effort.

“| think | was chosen because |
am a team player, | have a team-
building spirit and take alot of in-
put frommy divisonandtry tolis-
tento everyone” Soilessaid.

When asked whét the key to be-
ing asuccessful Sailor in the Navy,
both officershad the exact same an-
Swer, communication.

“Thebest piece of advicel could
giveisto set godsand track them,”
said Kinman. “Communication is
the key to making sure everyoneis
on the same page and working to-
wards the same goas.”

Soiles dso sad that the biggest
factor to excdling inthe Navy isto
communicate with everyone.

“It'snot ways popular to make
a decision and communicate the

thought process so Sailors can see
that dthough it may seem like the
hard way to do something, it isthe
right way,” explained Soiles.

Along with earning the title of
Junior Officer of the Year, those =
lected will betraveling to Washing-
ton, D.C., toreceivethe award from
Chief of Nava Operations. There-
cipients will also get the chanceto
participate in military tours of the
nation’s capital.

As Commander, U.S. Pacific
Heet's only operationa submarine
tender, Frank Cablereadily deploys
to portsthroughout the Western Pa-
cificto provide servicesto both sub-
marinesand surface shipsin the Sev-
enth Fleet areaof responsbility. For
more information on Frank Cable,
vigt the ship'sWeb site at www.ca-
ble.navy.mil.

It’sthe profession of arms, not theregression of arms

By Chief Master Sgt. Atticus

C. Smith
388th Fighter Wing Command Chief

As Airmen, nothing is average
about our responsibilities. On the
globa stage, we areresponsiblefor
our nation’s security, the safety of its
citizens and the preservation of its
way of life

To that end, and as stated in the
Airman’s Creed, we serve as
“guardiansof freedomand justice.”
For morethan 200 years, thisunwa-
vering commitment to freedom and
justice formsthe bedrock of Amer-
icaand secures her future.

Onamuch smaller stage but just
asimportant, we areresponsiblefor
embodying Air Force culture, be-
ing stewards of the profession of
ams.

Any Airman, a any unit, is on
center stlage responsible to uphold
our culture; however, I’ ve seen ex-
amples where many Airmen have
“exited stage right” and their com-

mitment to, or understanding of our
culture has deteriorated.

Embodying Air Force culture be-
gins with a feeling deep in one's
heart that we are Airmen first and
gpecidists second. Air Force culture
is nothing more than al the little
things molded together that make
usAirmen. Our corevaues, theAir-
man’'sCreed, Air Force history, dress
and appearance standards and drill
and ceremoniesarejust afew things
that come to mind.

For enlisted Airmen, fulfilling the
responshilitiesoutlined intheenligt-
edforcestructureisasoamgjor in-
gredient of being an Airman. Em-
bodying Air Force culture dso en-
tailskeeping accurately informed of
larger Air Force issues or “hot top-
ics” Airmen must not only stay in
tunewith whet the Air Force condd-
erspriorities, but asothey must ex-
hibit effective followership by ex-
plaining and supporting decisions
of our senior leeders; however, not
dl Airmen do. Something | observed

firsthand.

During an annual awards ban-
quet meeting, committee members
were brainstorming fundraising
ideas. | was judt listening until an
NCO mentioned that their unit
booster club made good money by
having a “buy out of blues Mon-
day” fundraiser.

| couldn’t believe what | heard.
Who would approve such athing?
Wherewasthe senior NCO, the per-
son who should beintimately com-
mitted to the profession of arms, in
the decision making process? Even
if everyone else was saying yes,
somewhere along the way there
should have been a senior NCO to
say, “No, that iscompletely against
what the Air Force expects and
sends the wrong message.” | mean
redly, would anyone in their right
mind ask Gen. (Norton) Schwartz
or Chief Magter Sgt. of the Air Force
JamesA. Roy if they'd liketo par-
tekein such afundraiser?

After | expressed my discontent,

another Airman mentioned that his
unit had a “buy out of (physical
training)” fundraiser. Now | was
thoroughly disgusted.

What message arewe sending? If
you promote buying out of some-
thing, it immediately implies it's
something that isn't cared for. | fed
very fortunate to wear my uniform
and wouldn’'t pay a penny to not
wear it. | vividly remember how
proud | felt when | finally got my
bluesissuedinbasictraining. | so
remember proudly wearing my
“ClassA's’ onmy firg trip homeaf-
ter Basic Military Training. It's not
ahasdefor meto wear the uniform;
in fact, when | retire | absolutely
know that Il miss the opportunity
to do so.

These reflections are just a few
ways | answer the question, “Hey
Chief, how do you fed about blues
Monday?’

Being aprofessona Airman de-
mands much morethan being good

at your job. It'saccepting alifestyle

and dedicating a large mgjority of
your time and effort toward repre-
senting the professon well. Through
word and deed you must commit
yoursdlf to the profession of arms,
regardless of specidty. The profes-
sonof amsisnot an*add weter and
stir” program. We can’t “cherry
pick” what expectationswelive up
to, and wesurely can't create an en-
vironment where our treditions, her-
itage and culture takes aback sest.

The sooner a person makes the
trangition from being good &t their
job to being a good Airman, the
sooner they will benefit from the
true meaning of military serviceand
being amember of the profession of
arms. So, as you stand on center
stage, proudly endorse and repre-
sent that you' rean Airman first and
foremodt. If youdo o, I'll bethefirst
person to give you a standing ova
tion.

Bring credit and honor to theAir
Force and take care of each other in
dl your actions.
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Marine Corps Band performson Guam

By Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class (SW)
Corwin Colbert

Joint Region Edge Staff

The U.S. Marine Corps Battle
Color Detachment performed on
Guam at the Asan Beach Unit of
theWar inthe Pacific Nationd His-
toricd Park March 7.

The detachment, based at theMa
rine Barracksin Washington, D.C.,
toured Iwo Jima for the 65th an-
niversary of that World Wer 11 bat-
tleand Okinawashortly before com-
ing to Guam.

“We were very fortunate to get
the approval for them to stop on
Guam for the very firg time,” said

Col. Robert Loynd, director of Ma
rine Forces Pacific Forward to
Guam and the Commonwedlth of
the Northern Mariana ldands.

Sgt. Joshua Miles, a spokesman
for the detachment, Sarted the event
by introducing and honoring retired
Brig. Gen. Vicente“Ben” Blaz, the
highest-ranking Marinefrom Guam
in the nation’s history. Blaz also
served Guam as its delegate to the
U.S. Congress from 1985-1993.

“It hasbeen aloveaffair between
the Marine Corps and Guam since
liberation,” said Blaz, referring to
theliberation of Guam from Japan-
ese occupation during World War
I1.“AsaMarine and son of Guam,
thisis specid.”

After briefly addressing the
crowd, Blaz sworein morethan 30
Marine recruits from Guam and
Saipan.

The public witnessed atwo-hour
show that featured the Color Guard,
Drum and Bugle Corps and the
Silent Drill Platoon sections of the
detachment, which is comprised of
nearly 150 of the Marine Corps
specidly sdlected musicians.

The Drum and Bugle Corps per-
formed “Musicin Motion 2010,” a
compilation of sx musicd arrange-
ments, running the gamut from clas-
sic marching favorite, John Philip
Sousa's “ Stars and Stripes Forev-
a,” to“That'sLife” which waspop-
ularized by Frank Sinatra in the

1960s.

The performance ended with the
Silent Drill Platoon, a 24-man rifle
platoon, which put on a precison
drill exhibition.

“We came to Guam to put on a
good show and let everyone here
know what the Marine Corpslooks
like,” said Gunnery Sgt. Jeremy
Johnson, Silent Drill platoon ser-
geant.“It is dso gresat to bring the
young Marines here to learn about
the history of Guam and the Ma-
rine Corps.”

The crowd gave a standing ova-
tion as the event ended. VeraMen-
diola, aresident of Guam, said the
performance was grest and that see-
ing the Marineshad persond mean-

ing for her.

“My dad was aretired Marine,”
Mendiolasaid. “1 camehereto sup-
port him and honor the Marines.”

U.S. SeaCadet Seaman Appren-
tice Richard Camacho 1V, of Sina-
jana, said the ceremony reinforces
hisfuture plans of joining the mili-
tary.
“Itwasagreet performance,” Ca
macho said. “The rifle drill team
wasmy favorite. | think they arethe
sharpest out of dl theservices They
ingpire meto join the Marines.”

For more information on the de-
tachment, visit the U.S. Marine
Corps Battle Color Detachment
Web site at http://drumcorps.
mbw.usmec.mil.

Discipline: Members of the U.S. Marine Corps Battle Color Detachment’s Silent Drill Platoon demonstrate their
discipline and unique rifle handling ability during a performance at the Asan Beach Unit of the War in the Pacific
National Historical Park on Guam March 7. This is the first time the detachment has performed on Guam. (U.S. Navy
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Corwin Colbert)
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Honor: Retired Marine Brig. Gen. Vicente “Ben” Blaz speaks to the crowd
at the Asan Beach Unit of the War in the Pacific National Historical Park on
Guam March 7 before a performance by the U.S. Marine Corps Battle Color
Detachment. Blaz is the highest ranking Marine from Guam in the nation’s
history. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class
(SW) Corwin Colbert)

Above: Members of the U.S. Marine Corps Battle Color Detachment’s
Silent Drill Platoon and Color Guard perform at the Asan Beach Unit of the
War in the Pacific National Historical Park on Guam March 7. This is the first
time the detachment has performed on Guam. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Corwin Colbert)

Left: Drum and Bugle Corps members of the U.S. Marine Corps Battle
Color Detachment perform “Music in Motion 2010,” a compilation of six
musical arrangements, during a performance at the Asan Beach Unit of the
War in the Pacific National Historical Park on Guam March 7. (U.S. Navy
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Corwin Colbert)



HM 2 Pante demonstr ates core values

By Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class (SW)
Corwin Colbert

Joint Region Edge Staff

Since she joined the Navy eight
years ago, Hospital Corpsman 2nd
Class Sharon-Ivy Pante, leeding pet-
ty officer of Branch Medica Clin-
ic, Guam, has striven to exemplify
the Navy corevauesof hon-
or, courage and commit-
ment.

“1 believe the Navy core
values are extremely impor-
tant,” Pantesaid. “| believe
in doing what'sright

and being committed Tn P
toeverythingl am \
responsible for or PEHF“
do, whether it smy

Sailors, the mis-
son or my persond life”
According to her command, she
digplayshonor inthe Navy coreva-
uesasevident in her ability to make
honest recommendeations, sense of
accountability for her professona
and persond behavior, and mentor-
ship of those of junior rank. Panteis
in charge of manning theclinic and
itsancillary services, and she super-
vises eight military personnel and
two civilians. She leads weekly
training of staff and assists as need-
ed when they check in and do the
initial assessments for patients —
mostly military dependents— with
minor injuries and illnesses.

“My god at work isto train and
be apositiverole modd,” she said.
“l hope my junior guys learn as
much as they can and move on in
their careers passing on that wis-
dom and become good leeders some

Her commitment isevident in her
dtitude at work.

“Pante is committed to taking
care of her people and patients,”
said her supervisor Chief
Hospita Corpsman (FMF)
Dexter Cabrd. “ She works
hard and isvery knowledge-
able. She enjoys the role of
being aleader and not theti-
tle. Thisiswhy sheisatop

n performer here.”

Pante'sdrivefor excdl-

lence garted in 2002 when

she enlisted in the Navy following
her father’s footsteps.

“| wanted to be like my daddy,”
said Pante, who hails from Yigo,
Guam. “My dad was a first class
petty officer and retired in 2003 at
[Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron
25]."

However, her mgjor mativetionis
her 6-year-old daughter. She said
providing her child afutureand tools
to succeed pushes her to work hard
every day.

Regarding her specialty on the
job, theformer Navy dentd techni-
cian recallsthe reason behind want-
ingtobeinthe hedthfied. Shesad
visiting the dentist when she was

R P
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Training: Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Sharon-lvy Pante, center, trains Hospitalman Nathan Steinbacher, left, and
Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class (FMF) Michael Rubin at the Branch Medical Clinic on U.S. Naval Base Guam March 4.
Pante, the clinic’s leading petty officer, is in charge of manning the clinic and its ancillary services, and she supervis-
es eight Sailors and two civilians. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Corwin Colbert)

very young got her attention, andin
high school she did her career day
a amentd hedth facility.
“Thosememorieshad agrest im-
pact on my decisionto ffiliate my-
salf with the medical field in the
Navy,” said Pante, whois currently

majoring in psychology at the Uni-
versity of Maryland. “I enjoy help-
ing people. One day | want to help
patients with mental health condi-
tionshed.”

Following suit, her two other
younger siblings joined the U.S.

Armed Forces, aswell. Her broth-
erisaSalor on USS Frank Cable
(AS 40) and her sgterisinthe Air
Force. Sheis proud of her family
and plansto “ Stay Navy.”

“I am alifer; | love my job and
the Navy,” she said

554th RED HORSE winsAir Force award

By Staff Sgt. Derrick Spencer
36th Wing Public Affairs

The 554th RED HORSE
Squadron here was the first RED
HORSE Squadron to become acti-
vated in the Air Force, so it's only
right it becomes the first RED
HORSE Squadron to win the pres-
tigious Robert H. Curtin Award.
Named from the former Air Force
director of engineering, the award
was given to the 160 person
squadron for “best small civil engi-
neering unit in the Air Force.”

The competition for theawardis
based on what type of impact aunit
has on its home station, deployed
locations and its community in-
volvement.

“It's very specid tometo seea

RED HORSE unit win this award,
especidly one that is so involved
not only in their home unit set-up,
but the set-up of three other units,”
said Lt. Col. Anthony Davit, 554th
RED HORSE Sguadron Comman-
der.

Reigning as Pecific Air Forceg's
number one construction force, the
554th RED HORSE has won the
“best of” award at them mgjor com-
mand leve for the past three years.
Theadded prestige of thisyear’sAir
Forcelevd awardismogt likely due
tothefact thet last year the 554th de-
ployed outsde U.S. Pacific Com-
mand's thegter for the first timein
over 35years.

Another reason the 554th was
singled out fromitscompetitorsthis
year isits $218 million project on
Andersen’'shigtoric Northwest field,

the Pacific Air Forces Regional
Training Center. The PRTC com-
pound will be used for contingency
war-time training for Security
Forces, Services, and Civil Engi-
neering Airmen from acrossthe Pa-
cific.

Proving you can do more with
less, with acommand that has about
half the manpower alocation of an
average active duty RED HORSE
unit, Davit remained humbled when
hisunit was named “ Best inthe Air
Force”

“The 554th RED HORSE
Squadron couldn’'t have won this
[Robert H.] Curtin Award without all
the men and women of the 554th,”
said Davit. “The 554th has a great
legacy, and we continueto build on
that great legacy to ever improve
the 5-5-4!"

sme—ry WAN TS

Winner: Lt. Col. Anthony Davit, commander of the 554th RED HORSE

Squadron, is interviewed outside of vehicle maintenance March 4. Davit’s unit
was recently awarded the Robert H. Curtin Award for best small civil engineer-
ing unit Air Force-wide. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Derrick Spencer)
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' Take advantage of all that Guam hasto offer

By Master Chief
Paul A. Kingsbury

Command Master Chief
Joint Region Marianas

Hafa Adai! So you've just ar-
rived for atour of duty ontheidand
of Guam. You may find yourself
overwhelmed or having thosefed-
ingsof culture shock that comewith
being stationed at an overseasloca
tion. You find yoursdlf wondering
how you are going to be ableto sur-
vive two or three years on a small
idand in the middle of the Pecific
Ocean. Or perhaps you're one of
those people who looks forward to
the excitement, opportunity and ex-
periences an overseas tour can
bring.

Regardless of which type you
are, being sationed overseasbrings
itsshare of chalengeshbut if you're
armed with knowledge, you put
yoursdlf inamuch better position to
quickly adapt to island living.
Many of you are stationed on oper-
ational units with high OPTEM-
POs, s0 it makes it even more im-
portant to teke advantage of thetime
you have in port to go out and do
something productive.

The redlity %
is that there l'*
are only so (W
many things
that our
MW R/Ser-
vices pro-
grams can do
for your qua-
ity of life. Ul-
timately, each
one of has to
take ownership for our quality of
lifeand make the best out of what's
presented to us.

Once you settle into housing,
get your pay straight and check in-
to your command. | encourage you
to get out and experiencethe culture
and idand. Thefaster you do this,
thefagter you will redlize the oppor-
tunities that Guam presents.

One of the best advantages
Guam offersisit’stropical weath-
er. If you're not the outdoors type,
thisisthe place to become one. For
darters, the idand has more than
20 hiking trails of varying degrees.
Cdlled boonie stomping on Guam
vice hiking, these adventurous out-
ingswill take you over mountains,
through volcanic/limestone caves

and to isolated pounds and water-
fals.

There are dso world class fish-
ing, five golf resorts, two golf cours-
eson military property, and dozens
of beaches. There is an abundant
amount of other water activities,
such asdiving, snorkeling, surfing,
and parasailing to name afew.

Beyond all that, Guam has a
huge amount of World War |l his-
tory dispersed around the entireis-
land. Severd Nationd Park Service
sites pay homage to civilians and
military personnel who died to lib-
erate Guam from Japanese occupa:
tion during thewar. Come July 21,
whichiscelebrated as Guam'sLib-
eration Day, you will seetheentire
island community remember the
past and moreimportantly pay trib-
uteto the proud men and womenin
sarvice. It is an event to look for-
ward to.

If you absolutely cannot fathom
going outdoors, thereare ill plen-
ty of thingsto do. Theidand hasa
range of shopping malls, restau-
rants, awak-through aguarium and
amuseum right outsde Nava Base
Guam. Thereare other facilitiesthat
offer a glimpse into Guam’s cul-

ture. The Chamorro Villagein Ha-
gatna for example offers a variety
of goods made on Guam to pur-
chase and local food to feast on
every Wednesday night. We aso
have our own USO center in down-
town Tumon that offers great hos-
pitality and amenities.

Oneof our challengesisthehigh
cost of airfare. I'mnot going tokid
anyoneg; it isexpensivefor anindi-
vidua, not to mention a family of
four to fly back stateside. We can
al st around in despair or we can
choose to figure out strategies to
dedl with it. Take time and look
for travel specials, learn about
Space-A opportunities available
fromAndersen Air Force Baseand
venture out. Due to Guam's loca
tion, it only takes a few hours to
travel to Austrdia and nearby is-
lands, such asPdlau, whichishome
to the Rock Idands, agreat diving
destination. Each base has a ticket
and tours office that offers travel
specidsto locaes within thegater.

Findly, let’snot forget about the
concept of community and getting
together for social events. If you
arenewly arrived ontheidand, uti-
lize your sponsor and reach out to

fellow familiesto learn about what
Guam hasto offer. If you have been
onidand awhileand you seeanew
family is here, take time to wel-
comethem, show support and help
with the trangtion.

For the commands here on
Guam, make sure you utilize your
dlotted MWR fundsand take some
time to bring your command to-
gether away from work.

Additionally, one of the best as-
pects of Guam is the fiestas that
recognize the patron saints of each
village. During fiestas, al idand
residents including our military
community are invited to partake
in the celebration, which featurelo-
ca foodsand culturd entertainment.
Itisalso an opportunity to interact
withidand resdentsand leern more
about the people and Guam. If you
don’t know who your sister village
is, ask your command’s communi-
ty service coordinator.

| strongly encourage each of you
to make the most of your time here
on Guam. Get out there and explore
what Guam hasto offer, | ook for-
ward to seeing you out and about on
the idand. Puedi ha todu maolek,
which means, “Have anice day.”

Travd Fair offers Navy families M |crone5|an travel information

By Annette Donner
U.S. Naval Base Guam Public Affairs

Military families learned about
neighboring Micronesian islands
during atravel fair held a the U.S.
Nava Base Guam (NBG) commu-
nity center Feb. 27.

Representatives from the travel
offices of Yap, Republic of Paau,
Chuuk, Republic of the Marshall
Idands, Kosrae, Saipan and Guam
shared travel, activity and cultura
information about their idand des-
tinations.

“Wewant familiesto know about
thevery exciting opportunitiesthat
await them in Micronesia,” said
Capt. Scott Galbreaith, NBG com-
manding officer. “We offered the
fair to providefamiliesinformation
that will inspirethem to exploreis-
land adventuresand new cultures.”

Navy families were particularly
interested in knowing the family
activities available to them. Navy
spouse, Kim Jasinski, said she
learned that Palau offers lagoon

kayaking, dolphin petting and snor-
keling in Jelyfish Lake.

“1 now know there is plenty for
my three children to do if we visit
Palau,” Jasinski said. “It would be
alifetime experience for them.”

Navy spouse Tzippora Steele
said Yap sounds very intriguing.

“I like hearing that the people are
so family-friendly,” Steele said.
“That makesmefed very comfort-
able about travelling therewith my
children.”

According to the Yap travel rep-
resentetive Don Evans, Yap'ssmal,
family-oriented community wel-
comesvigting families. According
to Evans, if a vidting family was
drolling dong one of the famous
Yapese stone paths to visit one of
the villages, “they’d be welcomed
dl dong the way and the village
children would probably invite
them to play.”

Representatives Elitza Stoilova
of Saipan, Brenda Dolan of the
Marshall Idands and Grant |smael
of Kosrae al said they were im-

pressed with thein-depth questions
asked by Navy families,

“They were really focused on
travelingto our idands” Dolansaid.
“The questions indicated genuine
interest in the cultures and tradi-
tions of the various idands and a
desire to understand how each is-
land isunique.”

Stoilovasuggested Saipan, Rota
and Tinian as economical and con-
venient family weekend getaways.

Ensign John Sullivanand Lt. j.g.
Mary Sy, of USSFrank Cable (AS
40), noted that it'saonce-in-alife-
time opportunity to visit many dif-
ferent locations nearby.

“I"'m newly certified for scuba
diving and Chuuk soundslikeafas-
cinating place to begin to hone my
diving ills,” Sly said.

Guam'stravel representetivesFe-
lix Reyes and Regina Nedlic sug-
gested Navy families learn more
about Guam'’s culture and provided
information about local events.

“Guam has its own unique
Chamorro culture, aso very wel-

Vacation Shopping: Lt. Cmdr. Stephen Mannino, left, of U.S. Naval Hospital Guam;
wife, Jennifer Mannino; and their children ask Chuuk representative Mason Grant about
the beauty of Chuuk and the shipwrecks in the Chuuk Lagoon at the Travel Informa-
tion Fair at U.S. Naval Base Guam community center Feb. 27. Mannino says they
want to see and learn as much as possible about the islands while stationed here.
(U.S. Navy photo by Annette Donner)

coming and willing to share,” Reyes
said.

For moreinformation about Mi-
cronesiatravel vist the individua

idandtravd office\Web pegesor contact
TaaRivaaatheNavy Morde Wdfare
and Recredtion Trave, Tours & Tickets
a 564-6977 or tararivera@fenavy.mil.

E-FILING tax troubles? Look no further than your address

By Catherine Harrington
36th Wing JA Tax Center

Asyou may have heard, aloca
Guam addresses can cause prob-
lems when you E-FILE, or elec-
tronically file, your federal tax re-
turn. Although Guam is an “over-
seas’ assignment for somethings,
because we have access to U.S.
Postal Service delivery, similar to
Alaska or Hawaii, APO address
are not issued for al military per-
sonnel assigned to Guam.

For those service memberswho
live in base housing with aYigo,
Guam, delivery addressor who re-

ceive loca mail delivery offbase
we encounter someissues. Not on-
ly do some popular stores not ship
to us, but we aso face afrustrating
stuation with filing our federa tax
returns.

Unfortunately, servicemembers
who use their localGuam
addresses run in to three problem
areas. One, the member MUST pa:
per filetheir Federal tax return with
the IRS and cannot use E-FILE;
two, the member may be disal-
lowed Earned-Income-Credit even
if eligible; and three, processing
the return, including any refund,
is oftentimes delayed.

In fact, when trying to E-FILE

with alocal address, you will like-
ly receive aregjection code which
states, “Tax returns from the US
Possessions of American Samoa,
Guam and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Marianas|dands may
not be electronically filed.” Al-
though paper filing withthe IRSis
an acceptable option, it takes
weeks or months to process your
return versus e-filing which usual-
ly takes 14 to 21 days from the
time the IRS accepts your federa
tax return.

Servicememberswho livein un-
accompani ed housing/dormitories
and off-base, without mail delivery,
are issued APO addresses. This

personal APO address should al-
low you to E-FILE your federal
tax return while stationed on Guam
without these problems.
Whilethe IRS has e ected not to
issue any concrete guidance on this
addressissue despite our requests,
two other options exist. Military
members can use their unit APO
address or their home of record
continental U.S. Address in order
to E-FILE their returns while sta-
tioned on Guam. Remember, your
E-FILE return can not reflect a
Guam address anywhere on the
return, including on your W-2s. If
your W-2 has been updated with
your current Guam address, you

must select the option to leave the
address matching the APO address
or home of record. Additionaly, if
you or your spouse received aW2-
GU, you MUST paper file. Un-
fortunately the system is unable
to accept these documents elec-
tronically.

Please note, whatever address
you use on your tax return will be
the address the IRS will use to
contact you. Therefore, this ad-
dress must have aperson who can
forward your important documents
quickly.

Should you have any questions,
please contact the Andersen Tax
Center at 366-4TAX.



Seabees on Guam cdlebrate 68th anniversary
o

SEABEES

By Jesse Leon Guerrero
Joint Region Edge Staff
jesse.leonguerre.ctr@fe.navy.mil

More than 200 Navy service
membersand their guests celeborat-
ed the Seabees’ 68th birthday on
Guam March 6.

The event, the Seabee Ball, al-
50 cel ebrated the establishment of
the Navy Civil Engineer Corpsin
1867 and Nava Facilities Engi-
neering Command (NAVFAC) in
1842, when NAVFAC was known
asthe Navy Bureau of Yards and
Docks.

Rear Adm. Michadl Giorgione,
Commander, NAVFAC Pacific,
atended as guest speaker. Gior-
gione shared persond storieswith
the attendees, focusing on the
Seabees “We Build, We Fight”
spirit shown through base support
for the military and humanitarian
assistance performed around the
world.

“1 think our nation isvery for-
tunate; our world is very fortu-
natefor what you do,” Giorgione
sad. “1 hopeyou' revery proud of
what you do. | think we're all
proud of each other.”

The celebration held on Guam
began with performances of the
national anthem by Builder 1st
Class (SCW) William Hillberg
and the “Guam Hymn” by Ray
Miranda, both from Naval Facil-
ities Engineering Command Mar-
ianas, while Sailors from U.S.
Nava Hospital Guam presented
colors.

Capt. Peter Lynch, command-
ing officer of NAVFAC Marianas,
praised the Seabees for not only
improving facilitiesin ajoint mil-
itary environment, but for aso
volunteering in the community
such as painting public schools
and teaching math to young stu-
dents.

“Our Seabees serve as great
role models through their work
for the Navy and in our commu-
nity, ” Lynch said. “It's very ex-
citing to see the amount of time
our young men and women spend

By Capt. Timothy Lundberg
36th Wing Public Affairs

Congratulations to the follow-
ing Senior Master Sergeant
Selectees.

From Andersen Air Force
Base:

Thomas A. Allen lll, 36th Civil
Engineering Squadron

Ceremony: Rear Adm. Michael Giorgione, right Commander, Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Pacific, participates in the the Seabee
Ball ceremonial cake-cutting with Capt. Peter Lynch, second from right, commanding officer of NAVFAC Marianas, Master Chief Constructionman Steven
Boomer, left, of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 1, and Builder Seaman Apprentice John Kilpatrick, of NMCB 1, at Hotel Nikko Guam March
6. Boomer and Kilpatrick participated as the oldest and youngest Sailor, respectively, that attended the event. (U.S. Navy photo by Jesse Leon Guerrero)

with tutoring and mentorship.”

Attendees also enjoyed dinner,
dancing, and a traditional cake-
cutting ceremony led by the old-
est and youngest Seebeesin atten-
dance.

Culinary Specialist 1st Class
(SCW) Ezekiel Wright, of Naval
Mobile Construction Battalion
(NMCB) 1, said hewas proud to
help create the ceremonia cake,
which took two weeks of prepa-
ration.

“This is my first Seabee Ball

and we're really enjoying it be-
cause [Seabees] work hard and
play hard,” Wright said. “It's a
good thing to be here, especialy
on Guam.”

Ensign Kristen Krushinski, of
NAVFAC Marianas, provided
one of the highlights of the party
when she presented the com-
mand’s 14.9-pound, concrete-
filled boot at the front of the stage,
while singing the Seabee song
along with al of the other atten-
dees. As the newest ensign at

NAVFAC Marianas, Krushinski
has had to protect the boot for
nearly ayear as a part of along-
standing NAVFAC tradition.

“The traditions are great,”
Krushinski said. “I like partaking
in them because there's alittle bit
of story that goes with each and
every one of them.”

One of the attendeeswas Equip-
ment Operator 2nd Class John
Baza, aNavy Reservist with NM-
CB 18, Detachment 0918, thefirst
NMCB group consisting primari-

Senior Master Sergeant Selectees

Cedric D. Barron, 36th
Maintenance Squadron
Michael D. Bohanan, 36th
Maintenance Squadron
Chad L. Craig, 554th RED
HORSE Squadron

Todd A. Kneisley, 36th
Mobility Response Squadron

Shane R. Murray, 36th
Security Forces Squadron
Tommy G. Rhodes Jr., 36th
Communications Squadron
Kristofor Richardson, 36th
Munitions Squadron
William R. Speck, 644th
Combat Communications
Squadron

Michael W. Yudinsky, Diego
Garcia

From the 734 Air Mobility
Squadron:

Rhonda Blackstone
Scott M. Mackeller

Deployed-in from Elmendorf
AFB, Alaska:

ly from Reservists from Guam,
which was darted in 2007. Baza
said hewaslooking forward to be-
ing part of the Seabee’s history of
service when he deploys to
Afghanistan with hisfellow Gua-
maniansin severa weeks.

“We're just proud to be here
tonight, enjoying the Seabee Ball,
and enjoying with dl our Seabee
friends and family,” Baza said.

The theme of this year's cele-
bration was* Preserving Our Past,
Building Our Future.

Jeff W. Perdue
Scott Scalafani

Deployed-in from Whiteman
Air Force Base:

Gene K. Geren

Deployed-in from Misawa Air
Base:

Algernon P. Johnson
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Women acknowledged for achievements

By Oyaol Ngirairikl
Joint Region Edge Staff
oyaol.ngirairikl@fe.navy.mil

Women'’sachievementsand con-
tributions to Guam and the nation
were recognized during a\WWomen's
History Month proclamation signing
ceremony on Guam March 8.

Acting Gov. Mike Cruz signed
the proclamation, naming March as
Nationa Women's History Month
for the idand. Dozens of women
representing across section of theis
land’s military, business, govern-
ment and civic community, attend-
ed the ceremony.

Cruz, who isaso aGuamArmy
National Guard surgeon, recently
served in Afghanistan where he
watched fellow medica profession-

ds, including females, work tire-
lesdy to serveand protect the nation.

“In the variety of conflicts our
women have bravely answered the
call of duty to fight for the preser-
vation of our way of life both on
Guahan and the United Stetes,” Cruz
said. “Guahan is forever indebted
to these patriotic women for their
courage and secrificeto preservethe
freedoms we hold so dear.”

The recognition of women's con-
tributions began nationally when
Congresspased Public Law 97-28,
authorizing the week beginning
March 7, 1982, as Women's Histo-
ry Week. In 1987, Congress extend-
ed the celebration to one month.

The nationd theme this year is
"Writing Women Back into Histo-
ry." The theme was a common

thread for military representatives
at the proclamation signing.

From Navy and Air Force to
Army, servicememberssaid women
have contributed to building agreat
military and nation. Having amonth
to honor women'’s achievements
will help ensure women in future
generationsare encouraged to serve
the nation inwhatever capacity they
are most needed.

Lt. Gayle White, a U.S. Naval
Base Guam chaplain, said the na-
tional and idandwide observation
sheds light on the increasing oper-
aiond and educationd opportunities
for women in the Navy.

“Women have contributed so
much, to not only our homes and
familiesbut to our nation over along
period of time and we haven't a-

ways been recognized for what we
do and contribute,” she said. “It
hel ps motivate other women to step
up and to serve the country and to
realize the worth they have.”

Sgt. EricaDuenas, aGuamArmy
National Guard Element adminis-
trative assistant, said shewasproud
to beapart of theproclamation Sgrn-
ing.

“1t's good to have amonth dedi-
cated to usin order to award women
or recognize women who do the
same things men do,” she said.

Duenas noted it was only a few
decades ago when women in the
military were alowed to participate
in combat.

“So I'm proud and honored for
those women back then,” she said.
“And mebeing afemdeinthemil-

itary now, it's ill challenging, but
their dedication and hard work so
many years ago makes it so much
easier for women today to beinthe
military.”

Lt. Col. Margaret Carey, 36th
Wing Medica Operations Squadron
commander at Andersen Air Force
Base, said Women'sHistory Month
isagreat opportunity for the com-
munity to learn more about the tal-
ents and hard work that went into
building a greet nation.

“1 think every human being has
something to provide to different
stuations,” she said. “And giving
each person the opportunity to ex-
cel because of the person they are
and not because of their race, their

See MARCH, Page 7

Making a Statement: Women representing a cross section of the island’s military, business, government and civic community attended a Women's History Month proclamation signing ceremony
at Ricardo J. Bordallo Complex at Adelup March 8. Acting Gov. Mike Cruz signed the proclamation, naming March as National Women'’s History Month for the island. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Corwin Colbert)

Women in Military
History

Throughout the U.S. Navy's
234 years of history, its female
Sailors have steadily integrated
into jobs that were once
opened only to men.

War of 1812 — The first offi-
cial record of women at sea is
from a U.S. warship log show-
ing women serving as contract
nurses..

1917 — Secretary of the Navy
Josephus Daniels announced
that the Navy will enlist
females on March 17. Most of
the 11,000 female yeoman
worked in the nation’s capital
filling a variety of jobs includ-
ing draftsman, interpreters,
couriers, and translators.

1942 — In August, Women
Accepted for Volunteer
Emergency Service (WAVES) an
all-female division of the Navy
is created, two months after
the establishment of an all-
female auxiliary of the Army,
Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps
(WAAC).

1948 — President Harry
Truman signed the Women's
Armed Services Integration
Act, which approved regular
and Reserve component status
for women in the military.
1948 — Staff Sgt. Esther Blake
became the first woman in the
Air Force. She enlisted in the
first minute of the first hour of

Commander: On Jan. 28, the Navy announced that Rear Adm. Nora Tyson
would be the first female to command a carrier strike group. She will start her
new assignment in June. In the photo, Tyson greets children at Seberan Tayor
Primary School during a Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT)

Malaysia 2009 community service project.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass

Communications Specialist 1st Class Michael Moriatis)

the first day regular Air Force
duty was authorized for
women on July 8.

1976 — Women entered the
Army, Air Force, Coast Guard
and Naval Academies for the
first time.

1978 — Women are first
assigned to selected non-com-
batant ships.

1994 — Congress repealed
the combat exclusion law,
allowing women to serve on
combatant ships and fly com-

batant aircraft.

2008 — Gen. Ann E.
Dunwoody became the first
female four-star general in
military history and also
became the first female to
lead a major Army command.
2010 — On Jan. 9, Secretary
of the Navy Ray Maybus
announced that women
would be assigned to Ohio-
class submarines. The first
women are expected to report
to subs in 2011.

First in Combat: Lt. Col. Martha McSally stands with her A-10
Thunderbolt Il aircraft. The colonel is the first female pilot in the Air Force to
fly in combat and to serve as a squadron commander of a combat aviation

squadron. (U.S. Air Force photo)



Events celebrate
women on Guam

By Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class (SW)
Corwin Colbert

Joint Region Edge Staff

The Bureau of Women'sAffairs,
Guam Department of Labor, the
Guam Veterans Center and the U.S.
Department of VeteransAffairsare
cdebrating Women'sHigory Month
with activities for al who would
like to attend.

On each Tuesday and Wednes-
day this month at the Guam Capi-
ta Investment Corporation build-
ing, better known as the GCIC
building in Hagatna, there will be
workshopsavailablefor al women
who reserve a seat. Topics include
how to preparearesumeand do job
interviews; women navigating
through the workforce system; and
how to start asmall business. These
cdasesareopentothepublicand are
free.

“We are trying to promote
Women’'s History Month in these
three areas” said Phyllis Topsana,
Guam Department of Labor pro-
gram coordinator. “The purposeis
to help women who do not know
how to write aresume or is new to

theworkforce. Wedsowant to help
women who have been out of the
workforce for awhile.”

Finally there will be the 4th
Women Veterans Conference
themed “Writing WWomen Back in-
toHisgtory” on March 26 at the Out-
rigger Guam Resort and Spain Tu-
mon. The conference will host dif-
ferent organizationsand indtitutions
to educete retired, Reserve and ac-
tive-duty veteran women on re-
sourcesthey can useto enhancethelr
lives.

Norma Cadtillon, aGuam Veter-
ans Center volunteer, helped coor-
dinate the conference.

“In recent years the number of
women veterans has increased on
Guam,” Cadtillion sad. “Wewant to
equip themwithtoolsand informa:
tion for them to succeed. We dso
want to build unity among al our
women veterans.”

For reservationsto theworkshop,
cal Phyllis Topasnaat 475-7078

For reservations to the veterans
conference, call 735-0456 no later
than March 24. There is a $20 fee
that includes lunch. Family mem-
bersarewe comed for veteranswho
are unable to attend.

March: “Writing Women
Back into History’

Continued from Page 6

creed, or their color is| think where
we need to go. And we continue to
make great strides on that.”

Sincejoining the U.S. Air Force
18 yearsago, Carey said she'sseen
how women's abilities have hel ped
shape the military.

“I’veseenwomen do alot of dif-
ferent things. When | came in they
weren't dlowed to fly fighter jets.
And they now have the opportuni-
ty to do that,” she said. “ Secondly,
women have been ableto do across
section of many different thingsin
the Air Force”

Lt. Cmdr. Regina Cox, com-
mander of Defense I nformation Sys-
tem Agency Pecific Guam, hasseen
anumber of changesduring her 22-
year military career, which have giv-
en women the opportunity they de-
serve to demondtrate their talents,
compete for key assignments and

excd to servein senior ranks.

“1 wasinthemilitary prior tothe
combat excluson law, sotherewere
times when we could not serve in
the capacity that weweretrained to
serveinjust because of the congres-
sond ruling,” she said. “And now
the opportunities for women are
endless. | actudly just served with
thefirst femaefighter pilot who had
command of the Navy fighter
squadron onboard a carrier. So that
was very exciting to see”

Cox sad theré sonemessage she
would like to see younger genera-
tions take to heart during National
Women's History Month.

“You can do anything you want
inthe military, you can go from ad-
minigtrative to medica to being a
fighter pilot,” she said. “There is
nothing that you can’'t do. If you
have the desire, the education is
there take advantage of it and gofor
it

Who comesto mind when
talking about women’shigtory?

March isWbmen's History Month. Ve asked service members on Guamwho comesto mind when talk-
ing about women who have made a difference.

“Maya Angelou because
she'sdone great thingsin our
history.”

—Operations Speciaist 2nd
Class(SW) Mark Nelson, USNS
Alan Shepard (T-AKE 3)

“I think of my grandmother,
Dorothy Kinley. She was one

of the original WACs
[Women's Army Corps]. And
when | think about history |
think about their contributions
to the military, what they’ve
gone through and where they
have essentially brought us.

—Tech Sgt Kelly Dipierro,
644th Combat Communications
Squadron

“Theperson | think of right
now is Sarah Palin because
she'smy rolemodd. | hopeshe
becomes president. She's a
strong female role model for
women these days”

—Senior Airman Amber
Wirgau, 36th Security Forces
Squadron

fl
-
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“A former President back
in thePhilippines. Her nameis
Corazon Aquino. She was the
first female President in the
Philippines history.”

—Logistics Specialist 3rd
Class (SW) Arvin Quiambao,
USS Frank Cable (AS-40)

s
[

“Master Chief [(SW)
Joann] Ortloff. Sheworked at
Naval Hospital Guam. She
wasavery inspirational,
strong woman — very sup-
portiveand caring. She
showed you how in the mili-
tary it doesn’t matter whether
Or not you areaman or a
woman. It just matters
whether or not you're dedi-
cated and love your job and
you love the people around
you.”

—Hogpital Corpsman 3rd
ClassMarindyn Hde, U.S.
Nava Hospita Guam

“I think about my mother.
Sheraised meand my brother
from avery young age by her-
df. Sheworked very hard in
order to provide us a good
home. | guessWomen’sHisto-
ry month is a big a reminder
that alot of women work hard,
a lot of women struggle, but
they’ve come so far and thisis
how we celebrate.”

—Tech. Sgt Anthony Augus-
tine, 644 Combat Communica-
tions Squadron
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¢ DoD removable media useto be allowed, under strict controls
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By 36th Wing Public Affairs

New guiddinesfrom U.S. Strate-
gic Command officids alows ser-
vicemembersto use“thumb drives’
and other flash mediato store com-
puter data under specific circum-
stances.

Strategic Command (STRAT-
COM) officials banned use of
thumb drivesand flash mediain No-
vember 2008, after the use of the
mediainfected anumber of Defense
Department computer systems.
Computers users hed to turn to a-
ternative meansto transfer datafrom
one machine to another.

Now, the command haslifted the
ban on the devices under carefully
controlled circumstances, said Navy
Vice Adm. Carl V. Mauney,
STRATCOM'’s deputy command-
er.

The command issued an order
Feb. 12 that dlows*"areturnto lim-
ited use of removable devicesunder
very specific circumstances and
guiddines” Mauney sad.

“Thisisnot areturn to ‘business
asusud,’” theadmirad emphasized.
“There remain gtrict limitations on
using these devices.”

Designated approving authority
officias, intheAir Force's casethe
Air Force Space Command Direc-
tor of Communications and Infor-
mation, will put out restrictive con-
trols and processes to control the
use of removable media

Accordingto Lt. Col. Jeffrey Sor-
rell, commander of the 36th Com-
munication Squadron, “we under-
stand that Air Force Space Com-
mand is generating guidance that
will flow through the other major
commands to the bases, however,
we have not been given atimeframe
on when to expect this guidance.”

Units in active operations in

Afghanigtan, Irag and dsewherewill
get priority inimplementation of the
new guiddlines, Mauney said.

“In terms of the mechanics,
we ve put together severd amdl kits
of the equipment that's needed and
we |l be transitioning those to peo-
ple out in the theater — in
Afghanigtanin particular — to help
certain groups facilitate their use”
Admiral Mauney explained.

The kits will contain hardware
and software to ensure the safe use
of removable media, he added, and
scans and filtersareincluded in the
process.

After extendgvetesting of mitiga
tion measures, Defense Department
officials decided to make the tech-
nology available again on a very
limited and gtrictly controlled besis,
the admira said.

“Since the order redtricting use
of removable media, (the Defense

Department) devel oped capabilities
and processesthat allow safe use of
thesedevices,” Mauney said. “Re-
movable media use will be limited
to mission-essential operations, and
only after strict compliancerequire-
ments are met.”

The order calls on combatant
commands, the services and De-
fense Department agency officidsto
establish approva authoritiesfor de-
termining whether flash mediamay
be used.

“The commanders and directors
can decide that the measures that
we're using already meet their
needs” Mauney said. “Infact, when
we're traveling, ... we look to see
how people are doing in moving
around their information. People
havetrained themsdvesand areable
to do it, and are effective and effi-
cient. | think, initially, some will
look at this and say they are good

with what they are doing. It's
proven, and they may opt not to do
this”

The removable media will be a
tremendoushelp in Afghanistan and
Irag, Mauney said.

“We think there will be some
ground to be gained there,” he
added.

Useof thedevicesunder thenew
guiddinesisrestricted to operationd
mission requirements, Mauney sad,
and only properly inventoried, gov-
ernment-procured and -owned de-
viceswill bedlowed for usein De-
fense Department information sys-
tems. Servicemembersand civilians
will not use personaly owned de-
vices on any Defense Department
network or in any Defense Depart-
ment computer, he said.

Computer usersalsowill not use
Defense Department thumb drives
and flash mediaon nongovernment

networks or computers without au-
thorization from an approvd author-
ity, the admiral said.

Defense Department officiassay
they’reurging al computer usersto
be responsible and to do the right
thing for cyber security. Mauney
said the Defense Department has
the means and the right to scan the
department’s computers, and ran-
domly sdlected usersand driveswill
be subject to periodic auditing.

For personnel assigned to the
36th Wing, Lt. Col. Sorrell wanted
to ensurethat personnd redizethey
will receive specific guidancewhen
they are allowed to use removable
media, but until then, “the thumb
drivebanwill continueonAir Force
information systems.”

If you haveany questionsregard-
ing this ban, please call the Wing
Information Assurance Office at
366-6344/1020.



U.S. Naval Sea Cadets donateto Haiti rdl

By Jesse Leon Guerrero
Joint Region Edge Staff
jesse.leonguerre.ctr@fe.navy.mil

U.S. Naval SeaCadet (USNSC)
Corps, Region 14-2 Marianas Divi-
sion donated $300 to theAmerican
Red Cross, Guam Chapter to fund
its Haiti relief efforts Feb. 24.

A massive earthquake ripped
through Haiti Jan. 12, killing more
than 200,000 residents asit demol-
ished homes, offices and other
structures. Chita Blaise, chief ex-
ecutive officer for the Guam Chap-
ter, said the sea cadets donation
will help provide basic necessities
such asfood and water.

“It is such awonderful opportu-
nity for the young people,” Blaise
sad. “It'snicethat they stepped up
to the plate and came forward on
their own.”

Lt. Jeff Brown, commanding of -

ficer for USNSC Corps, Region 14-
2 Marianas Divison, said the effort
resulted from initiative shown by
the sea cadets and their instructors.
Working in partnership with adult
volunteers, family, and friends, the
sea cadets raised the fundsthrough
abake sale.

“Their effort and their generos-
ity was outstanding,” Brown said.

Brown explained USNSC
shapesthe cadets' character by fol-
lowing the Navy core values of
honor, courage and commitment.
They alsolearn practical maritime
skills when they participate in
monthly drills.

Marianas Division and Peredo
Battalion together make up
USNSC Corps, Region 14-2 for
Guam and the Western Pacific.
They accept students in an age
range of 11-17 years old from dif-

ferent schoals.

Lt. Cmdr. Cecilio Gonzales, re-
giond director of USNSC Corps,
Region 14-2 for Guam and the
Western Pecific, said the sea cadets
participate as color guard and in
other supporting rolesat avariety of
events every year. Most recently,
they served asan honor guard for a
reunion of lwo Jima veterans at
Outrigger Guam Resort and Spa
March 2.

“Our cadets persona motto is
‘semper fidelis adjutor’ or ‘aways
afaithful helper,’” Gonzales sad.
“This was the motto of the former
Naval Station Guam during the
Vietnam War era”

For more information about
USNSC Corps, visit www.sea-
cadets.org. To participate on Guam,
cal Lt. Jeff Brown, USNSC Corps,
a 727-2675 or e-mail brownfami-
ly13579@yahoo.com.
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Donation: U.S. Naval Sea Cadet (USNSC) Corps, Region 14-2, Marianas
Division donated $300 to the American Red Cross Guam Chapter in support
of Haiti relief efforts Feb. 24. Pictured are from left Charlita Harper, USNSC
Corps Region 14-2 Marianas Division instructor; Javier Aninzo, sea cadet;
Roland Selvidge, American Red Cross; Christopher Campbell, sea cadet;
Katherine Campbell, sea cadet; Tehyani Crisostomo, sea cadet; back row,
from left, Ens. Laurie Fernandez, USNSC Corps Region, 14-2 Marianas
Division; and Lt. Jeff Brown, USNSC Corps Region, 14-2 Marianas Division
commanding officer. (Photo courtesy of Lt. Cmdr. Cecilio Gonzales, regional
director of USNSC Corps, Region 14-2 for Guam and the Western Pacific)
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News Notes
Job Announcements

Interested individuals can view the
vacancy listings at
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/Marianas/inde
x.htm or at https://chart.donhr.navy.mil.
For more information, call 339-
4222/6210.

Joint Region Marianas, Guam
Human Resources Specialist
Regional MWR Manager, closes March 9

Naval Base Guam
Fire Protection Inspector

Naval Hospital, Guam
Nurse (clinical)

Andersen AFB (Naval Support
Activity, Andersen)

Bowling Facility Assistant
Training & Curriculum Specialist

NAVFAC Marianas Guam
INFADS Analyst, closes March 17

Interdisciplinary Engineer, closes March
17

Realty Specialist, closes March 17

Quality Assurance Specialist
(Automotive), closes March 17

Employment Opportunities

Looking for a part time job? 36th Force
Support Squadron offers multiple
employment opportunities. Current job
vacancies and job descriptions within
36th Services are available online at
www.36thservices.com by clicking on
HRO jobs. For more information, visit
the Human Resources Office (HRO) or
call 366-6141.

U.S. Naval Base Guam Main Gate
Temporarily Closed

The main gate of U.S. Naval Base Guam
will be temporarily closed until March
31 for repairs.

Access will be through the back gate of
U.S. Naval Base Guam, located along
Shoreline Drive. This gate will provide
around-the-clock access to the base for
authorized motorists.

A second gate at X-Ray Wharf will be
open from Monday through Friday, 5:30
a.m. to 7 p.m., and is located behind
the Navy Housing Office and the T. Stell
Newman National Park Visitor Center.

Electronic signs will be in place to pro-
vide traffic directions. Motorists should
anticipate traffic congestion in the area.

AFSA Elections

The Air Force Sergeants Association
(AFSA) Chapter 1560 council elections
for the upcoming term will be held
March 19, 11:30 a.m. at the Top of the
Rock ballroom. Any rank can fill any
position! If you are interested in run-
ning for a position, please let me know.
If you're not a member and wish to run
we can set up your application before
election day. If you are interested in
running for a position, please contact
Tech. Sgt. Lisa Parr, president of AFSA
Chapter 1560 at 366-5817. You can
also visit the AFSA SharePoint for elec
tion and position information.

Combination Flea Market & Arts &
Crafts Fair

The HotSpot and Arts & Crafts Center
are teaming up to bring you a com-
bined flea market and arts and crafts
fair March 20, 8-11 a.m. in the HotSpot
Gym, just down the walkway from
Gecko Lanes Bowling Center. Table fee
for sellers is $10 per table payable at
the HotSpot for the flea market portion
and the Arts & Crafts Center for arts
and crafts fair vendors. The Arts &

Crafts Center is also looking for addi-
tional vendors. If you make handcrafted
items and would like to sell them at
this venue, please call Syomi Dodd at
366-2220. For flea market information,
call the Hotspot at 366-2339.

Women’s History Month

“Writing Women Back into History™ is
the theme for Women’s History Month,
March 2010. The Guam Veterans
Center, U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs is seeking information and pho-
tographs of women who have or are
currently serving in the U.S. military and
who are interested in documenting
their stories. The month’s celebration
will include a Women Veterans
Conference on March 26, 7:30 a.m.-4
p-m. at the Outrigger Guam Resort. All
interested parties are invited to contact
Cathy lllarmo at the Guam Veterans
Center for information at 472-7161.

Annual Air Force Chess Tournament

The Hotspot will host the annual Base
Chess Tournament March 27, 9 a.m. in
the HotSpot gym. The tournament will
have two age groups: Youth, ages 6-
18, and Adults. If the winner is an
active-duty service member, he or she
may be eligible to compete in the Air
Force Chess Tournament in May at
Wright-Patterson AFB, in Ohio. Sign up
at the HotSpot, or call 366-2339 for
more information.

My Air Force Life Video Competition

Create a ““My Air Force Life” video short
and you could win a 2009 Apple com-
puter with iWorks pre-loaded and a
Panasonic HDC-HS250K video camera.
Total prize package is valued at $2,000.
Just submit a short video (maximum of
60 seconds) on either of these themes:
“What Your Air Force Life Means to
You,” or “Air Force is a Great Place to
Live, Work, & Play.”” There are two cat-
egories of competition: youth, ages 12-

17, and adult, ages 18 and up. Entry
deadline is April 4. Go to
www.MyAirForcelLife.com for all neces-
sary information regarding this competi-
tion.

2010 Navy Chess Team

Applications are now being accepted
for the 2010 Navy Chess Team through
April 23. Interested active-duty person-
nel in the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard
or U.S. Public Health Service may apply.
All applicants must be U.S. Chess
Federation (USCF) member in good
standing with an established USCF
rating. Additional eligibility requirements
and the team applications are available
on the Navy Chess Web site at
http://www.mwr.navy.mil/mwrprgms/ches
s.htm. The top 12 applicants will be invit-
ed to the Navy Chess Qualifier, June 11-
13 at Naval Support Activity South
Potomac in Dahlgren, Virginia, to com-
pete for a spot on the six-man Navy
Chess Team. Navy Chess Team members
will advance to the Interservice Chess
Championships at Naval Station Great
Lakes, Aug. 2-6. At least one Navy player
will advance from there to the NATO
Chess Championships in Koege,
Denmark, Oct. 18-22.

Air Force Teen Aviation Camp

The 2010 Air Force Teen Aviation Camp
will be held June 5-10 at the Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo.
This camp features a residential 6-day
program which provides youth a
glimpse of what Cadets attending the
U.S. Air Force Academy experience.
Activities include a stay in dorms, high
and low ropes courses, a tour of
Academy, flight simulators, and a
Cessna flight. Teens interested in avia-
tion and leadership and who are sopho-
mores or juniors in the fall of 2010 are
eligible to apply. Applications are avail-
able at the Youth Center and must be
received by Headquarters Services no
later than April 2. For more information,
contact Maryvel Jones at 366-3490.
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Update: Road construction on Andersen AFB

By Senior Airman

Vanessa Fuentes
36th Wing Public Affairs

If you've driven around Ander-
sen Air Force Base (AFB) lately
you've noticed a lot of road con-
gruction. A groundbreaking cere-
mony was held Jan. 22 for the Arc
Light Boulevard reglignment con-
struction project. The $5.6 million
project is to realign the busy Arc
Light Boulevard, provideanew traf-
fic pattern dong Chicago Avenue,
widen and repave existing roads,
and ingtall three new roundabouts
with bike paths and sdewalks.

Lt. Ben Turner, Naval Facilities
Engineering Command Marianas
resident officer in charge of con-
gtruction a Andersen AFB, provid-
ed the following construction up-
date:

Q: How is construction coming
dong?

Turner: Condructioniscurrently
on schedule, and progressing very
well. Contractors continuework on
ingaling the new section of Chica
go Avenue, and as soon as thet is
complete, they will be moving on-

to condruction of three roundabouts,
and resurfacing of exigting roads.

Q: Arethere any dateswhenyou
expect congtruction to start interfer-
ing with Andersen traffic?

Turner: Based on the current
schedule work will begin at thein-
tersection of Chicago and DavisAv-
enues and in front of the Security
Office building in approximately
three weeks. Simultaneoudly, the
contractor will be starting theresur-
facing of the section of Arc Light be-
tween Marianas Avenue and the
AAFES Base Exchange. Thiswork
will requireintermittent closures of
the back road which leads to the
Base Exchange and theintersection
of Chicago and DavisAvenues. For
convenience of motorists, al other
roadwaysin thisareawill maintain
two-way traffic.

Q: How long isthat expected to
last?

Turner: Motorists may expect mi-
nor traffic delays and bumpy road
conditions until fina completion of
the project in early July 2010.

Q: What are the reasons for the
Arc Light Road Redlignment proj-
ect?

Turner: This project was initiat-

ViNAPAC

Under Construction: Naval Facilities Engineering Command Marianas contractors perform re-alignment construc-
tion near Arc Light Memorial Park on Andersen Air Force Base March 3. Construction is projected to be completed
in early July. (U.S. Navy photo by Lt. Ben Turner)

ed to relocate non-operationd traf-
fic away from the mission essentia
operations of the nearby flight line,
and improve overal road safety for
airmen, family members and base

patrons with smoother and safer
thoroughfares.

Q: When can we expect dl the
construction to end?

Turner: Construction is sched-

uled to be complete in early July
2010.

Look for future project updates
from the 36th Wing Public Affairs
office.
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lwo Jima: Idand had |

Continued from Page 1

the bomber stream.

In addition, the idand served as a staging
point for Japanese bombers and fighter-
bombers, which flew down from their home
idandsto attack various B-29 bases between
October 1944 and January 1945. Despitethe
fact that the 11th and 30th Bomber Groups
flew 48 separate missions against lwo Jma
from August to October 1944, Lt. Gen.
Tadamichi Kuribayashi, commander of the
Japanese Iwo Jmagarrison, had enough re-
sources to build a formidable defense com-
plex. By the time of Operation Detachment,
the idand's strength had quadrupled and its
defense fortifications had been completely
reworked.

Meanwhile, aircraft staging through Iwo J-
ma began to harass the mounting B-29 fleet
inthe Marianaldands. Army Air Forces Pa-
cific Ocean Areatook thisthregt to the B-29's
serioudy. The smal Japanese raids on the
Mariana Idands were costly to the Super-
fortressforce. From two operational airfields
on Iwo Jma, Ki-45 Nicks, A6M Zeros, and
other sundry small and medium bombers
staged operations to annoy the U.S. bomber
force, especialy on Saipan. For example, in
drikes from Nov. 2, 1944 to Jan. 2, 1945,
Japanese aircraft destroyed 11 B-29s outright
and damaged another 47 serioudy on Idey

Fidld, Saipan. Though losing asman
the approximately 80 aircraft that st
raids, the Japanese had hit upon a
tectic - destroy the bombers before
rived over Japan!

The Joint Chiefs of Staff decidec
mamust be captured andaU.S. air b
there. Thiswould €liminate Japanes
ing raidsand the early warning interc
provide fighter escorts throughout t
dangerous portion of thelong B-29n
and enable greater payloadsat longe
Iwo Jmain American handswould ¢
vide awelcome emergency field for
B-29sreturning from Tokyo. In Octo
the Joint Chiefs directed Fleet Adn
Nimitz, to seize and develop lwo Jir
in the ensuing three months. This |
Operation Detachment.

The U.S. sent more Marinesto I\
than to any other battle. In 40 days,
Marines in 880 ships sailed from H
Iwo dma. Including thesailorsfrom tt
the entire force for Iwo Jima wa
250,000. The pre-landing bombardr
little effect as hardly any of the Japa
derground fortresses were touched.
onethousand defenders of Japanese:
rowed in the vol canic rock of Iwo Ji
ioudy awaited the Americans.

On Feb. 19, 1945, U.S. Marines
ashore. Heavily laden, they found tf
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bility severely redricted. Inthewordsof Ma-
rine Cpl E. Hartman, "The sand was so soft
it was like trying to run in loose coffee
grounds.” From the 28th Marines came this
early, laconic report: "Res stance moderate,
terrain awful.”

Under Kuribayashi's direction, Japanese
engineershad planted irregular rows of anti-
tank minesand anti-boat minesadong al pos-
sible exits from both beaches to hinder the
Marines advance. The Japanese supplement-
ed these weapons by rigging enormous
makeshift explosives from 500-pound aeri-
a bombs, depth charges and torpedo heads,
each triggered by an accompanying pressure
mine. Worse, lwo Jima's loose soil retained
enough metdlic characteristicsto render the
standard mine detectors unreligble. Marines
were reduced to using their own engineerson
their handsand kneesout in front of thetanks,
probing for mines with bayonets and wood-
en sticks.

Over the days and weeks and secondsthat
followed Iwo Jmabecame the deadliest bat-
tleof World Wer 11 for the Marines. It wasthe
first timein nearly 2000 yearsthat an invad-
ing army had landed on Japanese soil. More
U.S. Marines earned the Medd of Honor on
Iwo Jmathanin any other battlein U.S. his-
tory. In 36 daysof fighting, therewere 25,851
casudties. Of these, 6,825 Americans were

killed. All but 1,000 of the 22,000 Japanese
died in the battle.

Iwo Jmabecame asymbol of the hardship
of war at its bloodiest, of the hope of victo-
ry for the American cause, and of the char-
acter and the purpose of the United States
Marines. Thevictory had huge strategic sig-
nificance for the war effort as by the end of
thewar, morethan 2,400 B-29 bombers made
emergency landings on lwo Jima.

On March 4, 1945 the fighting men of
both sdeswitnessed thereason for dl of their
struggle and sacrifice. Through the overcast
skies gppeared asiver bomber, thelargest air-
craft anyone had ever seen. It was the Boe-
ing B-29 Dinah Might, crippledinaraid over
Tokyo, seeking an emergency landing on the
idand's scruffy main airstrip. As the Ameri-
cansinthevicinity held their bresths, the big
bomber swooped in from the south, landed
heavily, clipped afield telephone pole with
awing, and shuddered to astop lessthan 50
feet from theend of thegtrip. Lt. F Maoand
his 10-man crew were extremely glad to be
dive, but they did not stay long. Every Japan-
ese gunner within range wanted to bag this
prize. Mechanicsmadefield repairswithina
haf-hour. Then the 65-ton Superfortressium-
bered aloft through a hail of enemy fire and
headed back toitsbasein Tinian Idand. The
Marines cheered.

Most Marineswere exhausted &t this point
in the battle. Occasionda hot food delivered
closebehind thefront lines, or more frequent-
ly fresh fruit and milk from the nearby ships,
helped morale some. So did watching more
and more crippled B-29s soar in for emer-
gency landings, often two or three aday.

"It felt good to seethem land,” said Sgt. J.
Lindsey, a Marine squad leader, "you knew
they'd just come from Tokyo."

Iwo Jmain American hands produced im-
mediate and highly visible benefits to the
strategic bombing campaign. Marinesfight-
ing on theidand were reminded of thismis-
sion time and again as crippled B-29 Super-
fortresses landed after bombing Japan. The
captureof lwo Jmaserved to increesethe op-
erating range, payload, and survivd rate of the
big bombers. The monthly tonnage of high
explosives dropped on Imperia Japan by B-
29s based in the Mariana Idands increased
eleven-fold in March alone.

Nearly every day until the end of World
Wear 11, crippled bombers landed on Iwo Ji-
mas arfields. The importance of the idand
hititspesk on June 7, 1945, when 102 B-29s
landed on Iwo Jmaand then again when 186
bombers landed on the idand on July 24,
1945.

By war'send, atotd of 2,451 B-29s made

forced landingson theidand. Thisfigure rep-
resented an estimated 26,961 flight crew-
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men, many of whom would have perished at 43.

seawithout the availability of lwo Jmaasa
safe landing strip. One B-29 pilot said,
"Whenever | land onthisisand | thank God
for the men who fought for it."

The island wasn't important to just
bombers though, as early asApril 7, aforce
of 80 P-51 Mustangs of VII Fighter Com-
mand took off from Iwo Jmato escort B-29s
striking the Nakgima aircraft engine plant
in Tokyo.

Between March and August 1945, the
nearly 300 P-51s stationed on Iwo Jimaflew
1,700 sorties. Onthefirst mission, P-51 fight-
ersshot down 21 enemy aircraft whilelosing
only one of their own. The bomber crews
witnessed Americas revenge against Japan-
ese fighters as they witnessed the difference
that an escort of Mustangs could make. Af-
ter completing their escort mission when op-
ponent aircraft had been swept fromthe skies,
the P-51s focused on destroying Japanese
fighters on the ground. By July 1945 the P-
51shad destroyed more planes on the ground
thanin the air.

Descriptions of the battle of Iwo Jmaare
provided by the 36th Wing Historian, Dr. An-
dress Fischer.

Photos, clockwise from bottom left:

P-51: "MY GIRL" a P-51 takes off from lwo Jima. From this hard-won base U.S. Air
Force fighters escorted the B-29's on bombing missions to Japan, and also attacked the
Empire on their own. Image was used in the book, "Third Report of the C.G. of the A.A.F.
to the Secretary of War" in 1945 (U.S. Air Force photo)

Revisiting: Cyril O'Brian, a veteran of the battle of Iwo Jima, takes notes during a visit
to the Heritage Museum here on March 1. O'Brian was a combat correspondent on lwo
Jima and Guam during World War Il and is touring the area during the 65th anniversary
of lwo Jima. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Jamie Lessard)

Emergency: "Dinah Might," the first crippled B-29 to make an emergency landing on
Iwo Jima during the fighting, is surrounded by Marines and Seabees on March 4, 1945.
Department of Defense Photo (USMC) 112392

Down: B-29 after an emergency landing at Iwo Jima. (U.S. Air Force photo)

Remembering: Military members pin their ranks on a memorial on top of Mount
Suribachi, which is dedicated to those veterans who lost their lives on Iwo Jima. Photo
by Navy Photographer's Mate 1st Class Aaron Ansarov.

Waiting: Huddled under a canopy blanket beneath the Wing of his 7th Air Force P-51
fighter on Iwo Jima, Crew Chief SSgt. Anthony A. Belesi, cuts open dry K-rations.
Mechanics remained on the flight line 14 hours from dawn to dark with no shelter.
(USAF file photo)

Badges of Honor: A hat belonging to Howard Chappell, a veteran of the Battle of
lwo Jima, spent 14 days on the island and was awarded the Purple Heart and the
Presidential Unit Citation. Chappell, who retired a private first class from the United
States Marine Corp, is one of over 200 veterans and family members to visit the Pacific
during the 65th Anniversary of Iwo Jima. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Jamie
Lessard)
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Doctors perform first hand transplant iIn DOD

By Staff Sgt Vanessa Young

A team of military and civilian
doctors performed the first-ever
female hand transplant inthe U.S.
Feb. 17 at Wilford Hall Medical
Center here.

Retired Master Sgt. Janet
McWilliamsis the 10th person in
the U.S. to undergo this procedure
and thefirg to haveit doneinaDe-
partment of Defense facility.

Almost nine years ago, the for-
mer first sergeant of Lackland
AFB’s 342nd Training Squadron,
lost her left hand and her right hand
was severely injured when apack-
age bomb exploded in her office.

After years of surgical recon-
druction and failed attemptsto find
a suitable prosthesis for her left
arm, doctorsasked McWilliamsif
shewaswilling to be put on await-
ing list for a hand donor.

Sincetheincident, McWilliams
said she underwent more than 25
surgeriesfor her injuries, but when
her doctor suggested ahand trans-
plant, she didn’t stop to think; she
immediately said, “Yes.” On Feb.
16, ahand donor was identified.

“| received a gift, ahand,” she
sad. “Intheback of my mind, I’'ve
dwayswanted to haveahand. This
wonderful family gave methat gift.
I’m so honored to have thishand.”

In contrast to an organ donor,
selecting adonor for ahand trans-
plant recipient invol ves additional
emphasis on matching skin tone
color, gender and the size of the
hand, said Dr. Joe Nespral, the di-
rector of Clinical Services at the
Texas Organ Sharing Alliance.

Two weeks after the surgery,
McWilliams aready experienced
movement in her thumb and fin-
gers, said Mg). (Dr.) Dmitry Tud-
er, who was part of the surgical
transplantation team and is the
chief of Hand and Upper Extrem-
ity Service at Wilford Hall. How-
ever, hesaid, it would take at |east
six months for her to regain any
feeling in her new hand.

This transplant, McWilliams
said, isnot only asignificant occa
sion for her, but for al wounded
warriors.

“1 am hoping that | can openthe
door for other wounded warriors
who are coming back from Iraq,
Afghanistan and other areas of the
world who've lost hands (or)
arms,” she said. “Hopefully this
will provide hopefor them aswell
asreceiving something back that is
absolutely priceless and that isour
dignity.”

Whenever she'sin the hospital,
Sergeant McWilliams dons a hos-
pital gown with her former first
sergeant rank and the patches of
her former units. She said she
hopes the news of this procedure
gives wounded warriors another
choice and helps them decide if
thistype of procedureisfor them.

To date, no active-duty individ-
uals have undergone this proce-
dure, ssasidArmy Col. (Dr.) James
Ficke, the chairman of Wilford
Hall and Brooke Army Medical
Center Integrated Departments of
Orthopedics and Rehabilitation.
There are about 50 wounded war-
riors who have an injury that may
be eligible for this type of proce-

dure. Along with Sergeant
McWilliams, only oneformer Ma-
rine has recelved ahand transplant,

but his procedure was done at a
civilian facility.

Sergeant McWilliams faces
months of occupational therapy,
and in ayears time, Doctor Tud-
er said he hopes she will have
enough function to perform daily
activities.

“The journey is going to be
rough; it's not going to be easy,”
she said. “There’s nothing you
can'tdoinlife. ‘No, isnot part of
my vocabulary. This beautiful hand

will certainly become apart of my
body. Now, after all these years, |
can finally wear that engagement
ring again and my wedding band.
Itisjust absolutely priceless.”

Transplant: Retired Master Sgt.
Janet McWilliams became the first
female to undergo a hand transplant
Feb. 17 at the Wilford Hall Medical
Center, Texas. She is the 10th per-
son to undergo the procedure in the
U.S. and the first to have it done at a
Defense Department facility. (U.S.
Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Bennie
J. Davis IIl)




McCooal, AES cdebrate Read AcrossAmerica Week

By Oyaol Ngirairikl
Joint Region Edge Staff
oyaol.ngirairikl@fe.navy.mil

Commander William C. McCool
Elementary/Middle School and An-
dersen Elementary School (AES)
celebrated Read Across America
Week March 1-5.

Read AcrossAmerica, sponsored
by the National Education Associ-
ation (NEA), is an annua reading
motivation and awareness program
that centers around March 2, the
birthday of acclaimed children'sau-
thor Dr. Seuss.

McCool students, several of
whom were sporting the red and
white hat worn by Dr. Seuss infa-
mous character, the Cat in the Hat,
attended a school-wide assembly
March 2. During the assembly, there
was aread-along with school Prin-
cipa Don Christensen; severa stu-
dents read original poems about
books they read; and the Cat in the
Hat aso made an appearance.

The schoal dso held various ac-
tivitiesthroughout theweek, includ-
ing school-wide reading time and
Dr. Seuss arts and crafts.

“The week is tied to Dr. Seuss
birthday because he played a very
important rolein getting children to
read with theseincredibly imagina-
tive books,” said Frances McDon-
ad, McCoal reading coordinator.
“We just want children to enjoy
reading. That's redly the message
we want to send out.”

Moativating childrentoreadisan
important factor in student achieve-
ment and cresting lifelong success-
ful reeders, educators said. Research
has shown that children who are
motivated and spend more time
reading do better in school.

Educatorssaid theweek aso em-
phasizes how fun reading can be.
Rhonda Mojkowski, AES reading
coordinator, said AES' theme this
year reflected that spirit of fun, but
a0 reflected the lives of military
children who have the opportunity

to live in different countries. The
theme was "Oh, the Places Youll
Go," whichisthetitle of abook by
Dr. Seuss.

During the week, AES students
decorated their doors, listened to Dr.
Seuss books read by guest readers
and studied Dr. Seuss' lifeand con-
tribution to literacy.

Mojkowski said the AES Parent
Teacher Organization supported the
week’s activities by purchasing
copiesof “Oh, thePlacesYou'll Go’
soteacherscould reed it to students.

Mojkowski added parentscan do
s0 much more to develop “a life-
long love of reading.”

“Parentsare students first teech-
ers they should read, read, read to
their children,” shesaid. “They can
aso encouragetheir childrento reed,
by being readers themsalves. Re-
search has shown that when parents
are seen reading... then children
will copy that reading behavior.”

Missy Gingrich, McCool assis-
tant principal, said the reading cel-

ebration supportsstudent learning in
the classroom and the Department
of Defense Education Activity cur-
riculum standards.

“When we have our reading cel-
ebration, not only does it focus on
our standardsand our core of read-
ing,” Gingrichsaid. “It dso rguve-
nates everybody and gives them
that extra oomph this time of year
that we need as we head down to
June for that time of year to cele-
brate.”

McDonald also encouraged par-
entsto read at homewith their chil-
dren.

“Even if it's having conversa
tions about books that children are
reading, it can beany book that they
read,” McDonad said. “The con-
versation that goes on, that sharing
and questioning redlly getsthe chil-
dren thinking which is what read-
ing isal about.”

Tolearn more about Read Across
America visit http://www.nea.org/
readacross.

Real Character: The Cat in the Hat, played by a Commander William C.
McCool Elementary/Middle School student, greets students during an
assembly at the school’s gym March 2. (U.S. Navy photo by Oyaol Ngirairikl)

Reading: Tricia Allen, an Andersen Elementary School teacher, reads a Dr.
Seuss book to a group of fifth-graders March 5. (U.S. Air Force photo by

Airman 1st Class Julian North)

School Bulletin aims to promote
educational activities in the Navy
community. If you know of an
education-related event that you
would like to include, send it to
jointregionedge@fe.navy.mil or
call 339-7113.

Navy College
Office

SAT proctored exams will be
administered March 16 and 23.
To make your appointment or for
more information, call 339-2485.

Andersen
Education Center

Andersen Education Center

The Department of Defense has
launched a free, online tutoring
service for service members and
their families. The site
www.tutor.com/military offers
round-the-clock professional
tutors who can assist with home-
work, test preparation, resume
writing and more. This site pro-
vides academic and career sup-
port for military families, 24 hours
a day, seven days a week. For
more information, call 366-2590.

Navy Home School
Support Group

There is a newly formed Home
School Support Group of Navy
families. Interested home school-
ing families can join the group at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/G
uamNavyHomeschool/join. For
more information, call Christine
Dupplissey at 564-3360.

DoDEA

All Department of Defense
Education Activity (DoDEA)
Pacific-Domestic Dependent
Elementary and Secondary
Schools (DDESS)-Guam Schools
are preparing to administer the
TerraNova, 3rd Edition, to stu-
dents in third-11th grades March
15-19. Parents are asked to help
students prepare by ensuring
good study habits, plenty of
sleep, and providing nourishing
meals, and encouragement.

Andersen
Elementary

*Spring Book Fair is March 15-17,
8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. in classroom B5.

*Parents are encouraged to vol-
unteer on the School Year 2010-
2011 Parent-Teacher Organization
(PTO) board. For more informa-
tion about vacancies, contact
Glynda Richter at andersen_aesp-
to@yahoo.com.

McCool
Elementary/Middle
School

School bands will perform at the
Tumon Bay Music Festival March
16 at the Hyatt Regency Guam
Resort and Spa. Beginning Band
plays at 6 p.m. and Advanced
Band plays at 7 p.m.
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WebTA saves
sudentstime

By Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class (SW)

Corwin Colbert
Joint Region Edge Staff

The Navy Callege Office Guam
will begin using an online applica-
tion system, WebTA,, to processand
route tuition assistance (TA) pack-
agesfor Sailorseffective March 26.

WebTA is a Navy College Pro-
gram gpplication that isintended to
beafadter, easer and moreefficient
way to process TA gpplications.

“WebTA is streamlining the tu-
ition assi stance process and freeing
up our Sailorsfrom unnecessary pa-
perwork and redundant traveling to
and from the Navy Collegeoffice”
said CharlesWright, the director of
theNavy College Officelocated on
U.S. Nava Base Guam. “Sailors
will till haveto travel to the Navy
College office for counsdling, aca-
demic adviceand to rectify any dis-
crepancies in regards to tuition as-
sistance, however, routine visits to
process tuition assistance requests
arediminated.”

In addition to fast processing,

WebTA dlows Sailors to see their
current TA usage or availability and
review their documents for accura-
¢y, Sgn, and submit the gpplications
to their school for payment. It pro-
vides education information 24
hours a day from any computer at
home, work, on aship or deployed.

Wright said Guam Sailors must
get aWebTA brief to learn how to
use the Web site.

“Here on Guam, Sailors need to
get the WebTA brief from my office,
route the request for TA up their
chain of- command and, once ap-
proved, submit their TA application
in WebTA,” Wright said. “At the
command, the gpplication getsrout-
ed to the command approving au-
thority, and then it goesto the Navy
College Officefor find agpprova.”

The Navy College Office Guam
will no longer accept any paper TA
goplicationsafter March 26. Theon-
ly exception is Sailors stationed on
submarines.

Sailors can find the online appli-
cation at https://myeducation.
netc.navy.mil or https://eta.
cnet.navy.mil. For more informa-
tion, call 339-8291.



The Guam Hymn — Fanohge Guam

By Jesse Leon Guerrero
Joint Region Edge Staff
jesse.leonguerre.ctr@fe.navy.mil

When people on Guam get together to
watch alive sporting event, hold a govern-
ment or military ceremony, and participate
in many socia gatherings, usually the first
thing doneisto sing the nationa anthem and
“Guam Hymn.”

For many local residents, the hymnisknown
simply as*“Fanohge Chamorro,” whichisoften
trandated as* Stand Ye Guamanians.”

Dr. Ramon Sablan, a high school principal
who was sponsored by the Navy to pursue a
medical career, first wrote the hymn in English
in 1919. Dr. Ann Hattori, associate professor of
history at the University of Guam, described
Sablan as a very active member of Guam’s
community and afriend of the Department of
the Navy, which governed Guam at that time.

“He was the first Chamorro M.D. and aso
he saw the benefits of cooperating with the
Navy,” Hattori said. “He encouraged (Chamor-
ros) to improve their English.”

The “Guam Hymn” was adopted as the of -
ficial anthem for the territory and nearly 50
years passed before it was translated into
Chamorroby LagrimasUntalanin 1974. Since
then, the hymn is sung in Chamorro, which

“Guam Hymn” (also known as Fanohge Chamorro)
Written in English by Dr. Ramon Sablan and translated to Chamorro by Lagrimas L.G. Untalan

Chamorro verse 1:

Fanohge Chamorro put it tano'-ta
kanta i matuna-na gi todu i lugat
para i onra, para i gloria

abiba i isla sinparat.

para i onra, para i gloria

abiba i isla sinparat.

Chamorro verse 2:

Todu i tiempo i pas para hita

yan ginen i langet na bendision.
kontra i piligru na‘fansafo ham
yu'os prutehi i islan guam

kontra i piligru na‘fansafo ham
yu'os prutehi i islan guam.

English verse 1:

Stand, ye Guamanians for your country
and sing her praise from shore to shore.
For her honor, for her glory

exalt our island forever more.

For her honor, for her glory

exalt our island forever more.

English verse 2:

May everlasting peace reign o'er us.
May heaven's blessing to us come.
Against all perils, do not forsake us.
God protect our isle of Guam.

Against all perils, do not forsake us.
God protect our isle of Guam.

hel ps promote the language in school s and oth-
er settings.

For many, “Fanohge Chamorro” isapatriot-
ic song that lends insight into the culture of
Chamorros amost 100 years ago, and is not
that different from how many residents feel
about Guam today.

The hymn speaks of protection against per-

ils, which Hattori said can be areferenceto ty-
phoons or the outbreak of wars. Hattori point-
ed out the hymn also has areligioustonetoit,
probably due to how central Catholicism was
to amajority of theisland's population.

“Thewhole socid life was based around
fiestas, baptisms, weddings and funeras,”
Hattori said.

Anthem: Ray Miranda, left, program analyst
for Naval Facilities Engineering Command
Marianas, sings the “Guam Hymn,” at the
Seabee Ball held at Hotel Nikko Guam March
6. (U.S. Navy photo by Jesse Leon Guerrero)
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FREE

St. Patrick’s Coloring, Crossword,
Vocabulary & Trivia Contest

Join the U.S. Naval Base Guam Library for
their St. Patrick’s Day contest. Pick up
your materials at the library today.
Contest submissions are due March 17,
3:30 p.m. For more information, call
564-1836.

NBA Live '09 Tournament

Tournament is March 18, 7 p.m. at Single
Sailor Sanctuary. Open to
single Sailors or geograph-
ical bachelors only. For
more information, call
564-2280.

i

Karaoke Night
Enjoy a night of
music and fun
March 19, 7
p.m. at Silver Dolphin. For more
information, call 564-2474 or 339-6130.

Modern Warfare Il Tournament

Tournament is March 22, 7 p.m. at Single
Sailor Sanctuary. Open to single Sailors or
geographical bachelors only. For more
information, call 564-2280.

Illusionist Rob Lake

Armed Forces Entertainment presents illu-
sionist Rob Lake in two shows: March 23,
6 p.m. at Meehan Theater on Andersen
Air Force Base (AFB); and March 24, 6:30
p.m. Big Screen Theater on U.S. Naval
Base Guam (NBG). For more information
about the Andersen AFB show, call 366-
2339. For more information about the
NBG show, call 564-1830.

Sitogy

National Boy & Girls Club Week

Image Makers Photo Express Class will
be held March 22, 4-5 p.m. at U.S.
Naval Base Guam Teen and Youth cen-
ters. For more information, call 339-
6130/564-2474.

National Boy & Girls Club Week
Ultimate Journey Community Clean up
March 23, 4-5 p.m. at U.S. Naval Base
Guam Teen and Youth centers. For
more information, call 339-6130/564-

S —

New Child Development Home
Orientation

Event is March 22-26, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at
U.S. Naval Base Guam Child
Development Center and is open to
active-duty spouses residing in Navy
Housing. For more information, call 564-
1844 or 688-3753.

Chamorro Village Trip

Single Sailor Sanctuary offers a free trip
to Chamorro Village March 24. Trip is
free but bring money for food. Van
leaves Single Sailor Sanctuary at 6 p.m.
and Silver Dolphin at 6:30 p.m. Open to
single Sailors or geographical bachelors
only. For more information, call 564-
2280.

U.S. Naval Base Guam Library Story
Time

Every Wednesday from 3:30-4 p.m. at

the NBG Library. For more information,
call 564-1836.

March Sunday Special at Gecko Lanes

Kids bowl free Sundays in March when
accompanied by mom or dad who pay
regular price. For more information, call
366-5117.

St. Paddy’s Day Party

Join the party March 17, 8-10 p.m. at
Hightides Lounge in Top of the Rock.
Event is free and will feature costume
and karaoke contests, party favors and
more. For more information, call 366-
6166.

UNDER $10

Hike — Mt. Schroeder to lja

Rated very difficult. Meet at Rec N’ Crew
March 20, 8:15 a.m. Cost is $5. Register
by March 19, 1 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 564-1826.

Zumba Party ’80s Style

Mark your calendars for this rhythm-filled
event scheduled for March 20, 6-9 p.m.
at Top O the Mar. Cost is $5 per person
on the day of the event. Purchase tickets
at Charles King Gym. Come in your best
dressed ‘80s outfit and win a prize!
There will be prizes for best-dressed
adults and children. For more informa-
tion, call 564-1856.

Hike Sinisa Falls

Rated medium. Meet at Rec N’ Crew
March 20, 8:15 a.m. Register by March

19, 1 p.m. For more information, call
564-1826.

Hike to Sigua Falls with Outdoor
Recreation

Rated difficult. March 21, 7:45 a.m. This
is a 6.5-mile hike and is for ages 15 and
up. Cost is $5 per person. For more
information, call 366-5197.

Game Time Sports Grill

Begin or end your day with a delightful
meal at Game Time Sports Grill. The
overlook of the golf course offers a relax-
ing atmosphere for breakfast, lunch or
dinner. Breakfast specials are served daily
ranging from $4.50-$5.50. Breakfast
hours are 6-10:30 a.m. Lunch specials
also served daily and are only $6.95 with
fountain soda. Lunch hours are 10:30
a.m.-3 p.m. Also enjoy 18 holes of golf
and a lunch package available at the Pro
Shop at $46 per person. For more infor-
mation, call 344-5838 or 734-2155.

Breakfast at Top of the Rock

Starts below $10. Breakfast hours are:
Monday-Friday, 6:30-9:30 a.m.
Saturday-Sunday, 7:30-9:30 a.m.

For more information, call 366-6166.

2 for 1 at Gecko Lanes

Get two games for the price of one and
have twice the fun Monday-Saturday, 6-
10 p.m. For more information, call 366-
5085.

Fajita Dinner at Café Latte

Base price for adults’ dinner is $2.95,
and $1.50 for children ages 6-12. All
condiments are 75 cents per ounce.
Every Tuesday, 5-7:30 p.m. For more
information, call 366-6166.




By Jesse Leon Guerrero

Joint Region Edge Staff
jesse.leonguerre.ctr@fe.navy.mil
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= Onanidand, coconutsaren’t just
£ an ever-present part of the outdoor
scenery. They are aso part of the
Eculture of the people. Here on
Guam, Chamorros usethe husk and
L theshdl of thenut for artsand crafts
=me items and utendls, while the mesat
andjuiceareapopular food source.
In the Chamorro language, co-
conutiscaled“niyok” (knee-zook).
To make the most use of thislarge
seed, it'simportant to handleit prop-
erly, especidly if it's going to be
g edfen.
. Donny Borja, a recreation aide
a4 for Navy Morale, Welfare and
ff Recrestion, said thefirst thingto do
4= ISMake sureyou chooseagood co-
conut.

“When you shakeit, you want to
make sure there's juice indde and
there's nothing growing out of it,”
Borjasad.

The nut is covered by a husk of
thick fibers, which can be pulled
apart by a sharpened instrument. A
sharpened stick will work, but Bor-
jasad it's more efficient to work
with harder tools such as a sharp-

Q
o

ened rebar, pick axeor garden pick.

Place the coconut horizontally
onto the spiked edge and push down
to separate a section. Keep pedling
off sectionsand thiswill exposethe
nut. Remove al the fibers to pre-
vent them from contaminating the
mest insde.

To get to themest and juice, hold
the coconut horizontally and strike
it severa times with a machete or
similarly long, sturdy blade. Do not
strike with the sharpened part be-
cause it's a safety hazard and un-
necessary. Usetheblunt Sdeinstead.
Turn the coconut after each strike
and try to keep the cracked linecon-
tinuous dl the way around.

When the coconut issplit in half,
pour the juice into a cup or other
container. The juice will have a
dightly swest taste as long asit's
fresh and uncontaminated.

For themeat, you can useamost
any utensi| to grind or cut the meat
out, but a “kamyo” (come-zoo) is
what many Chamorros use as a co-
conut grinder. A typica kamyo is
made with a narrow wooden base
and ametal shredder at itsfront.

With akamyo, grind the mest out
by placing the opened coconut half

Husking and making use of the coconut

on the shredder and scrapethreeto
four timesbeforeturning the shdl to
anew section of mest.

“You can get acoconut grinder at
thelocd fleamarket,” Borjasad, re-
ferring to the Chamorro Village mar-
ket open Wednesday and Friday
nightsin Hagatna

Likethejuice, coconut mest can
be eaten raw. It is aso cooked into
Chamorro meals for fish, beef,
chicken and even as a dessert.

For most recipes, coconut megt is
used to make coconut milk. Thisis
simply done with coconut meat and
water. Add just enough water to let
the meat sit completely and absorb
the moisture into a porridge-like
consstency. After about 10 minutes,
squeeze the meat and collect the
flowing milk into a container.

Cracking the Coconut: Donny
Borja, a recreation aide for Navy
Morale, Welfare and Recreation,
opens a coconut with the blunt side
of a machete at Single Sailor
Sanctuary on U.S. Naval Base
Guam Feb. 25. The coconut meat
and juice inside the shell are used
in a wide range of Chamorro food
recipes. (U.S. Navy photo by Ray
Torres)




OVER $10

Kayak Achang Reef Flats

Rated easy. Cost is $15 for sin-
gle and $25 for double, cost
includes equipment, water and
transportation.
Show at Rec N’
Crew at March
18, 8:15 a.m.
For more -
informa-
tion, call
564-1826.

Outdoor Recreation

Fishing Trip

Scheduled for March 20, 7
a.m. Cost is $70 per person
and includes transportation and

Ong&a

fishing gear. For more informa-
tion, call 366-5197.

Andersen Arts & Crafts
Center

The following classes will be
held March 20:

Digital Photography II,
10: 30 a.m.-12:30

Paper Plate

Fish Craft,
1 12:45-2:15
p.m.

Intro to Watercolor Class
(part 1), 2:30-4:30 p.m. (Part 2
will be held March 27, 1-3
p.m.) For more information,
call 366-4248.

$28 March Lube Special

The Auto Hobby Center is
offering a $28 Lube Special
throughout March. For $28
the service personnel will drain
and replace up to 5 quarts of
standard motor oil, replace oil
filter with a standard oil filter,
check and advise on current
engine oil condition, lubricate
chassis (if applicable), check
tires, power steering fluid,
windshield washer fluid, radia-
tor fluid, brake/clutch fluid,
coolant, inspect wiper blades
and service lube if needed.
This service is for passenger
vehicles only. Price may vary
depending on vehicle size. Price
does not include fluids and

parts. If vehicle requires more
than five quarts of oil, addition-
al charges will be applied. For
more information, call 366-
2745.

Orote Point Lanes Family
Deal

Family Value Package at Orote
Point Lanes everyday, cost is
$40 per lane with a limit of five
people. Package not available
Monday-Thursday, 6-9 p.m.
(League Nights). Fee covers two
hours of bowling, shoe rentals
for five people, one large single
topping pizza, and one pitcher
of soda. For more information,
call 564-1828.

THEATER

7 p.m.: The Tooth Fairy = PG

2 p.m.: The Tooth Fairy = PG
7 p.m.: The Lovely Bones =
PG-13
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7 p.m.: Edge of Darkness « R

The movie schedule is sub-
ject to change due to cir-
cumstances beyond Mee-
han Theaters on Andersen
Air Force Base. The Mee-
han Theater hotline is
366-1523.

MWR
Big
Screen
Theater

Shivgi

7 p.m.: The Spy Next Door =
PG
9:30 p.m.: Edge of Darkness
*R

1 p.m.: Leap Year = PG

3:30 p.m.: The Lovely Bones =
PG-13

7 p.m.: Youth in Revolt =

I;U

1 p.m.: The Tooth Fairy = PG
3:30 p.m.: When in Rome =
PG-13

7 p.m.: Legion = R

The schedule is subject to
change due to circumstances
beyond the theater’s control.
The Big Screen Theater
hotline is 564-1831 or visit
mwrguam.com.

(Source: Navy Morale, Welfare
and Recreation Office)
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Chapel
Schedule

Naval Base Guam

Office Hours: Monday-
Friday 7 a.m.-4 p.m.

Roman Catholic Mass

Monday-Wednesday, Friday
11:40 a.m. Weekday Mass

Saturday, 5:30 p.m. Mass
Sunday, 9 a.m. Mass
CCD Sunday, 10:15 a.m.
Choir Practice
Wednesdays, 6 p.m.

Protestant Worship
Service

Sunday, 10:30 a.m.
Protestant Sunday School
Sunday, 9 a.m.

Women'’s Bible Studies

first & third Wednesday
8:30 a.m.

Women'’s Studies

Second & fourth
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.

Choir Practice
Tuesdays, 6 p.m.
Jewish Shabbat
Fridays, 6:30 p.m.

Naval Hospital Guam
Roman Catholic Mass
Sunday, 9 a.m.
Monday-Friday, 11:30 a.m.
CCD

Sunday, 10:30 a.m.

Andersen Air Force
Base

Roman Catholic Mass
Chapel 1

Saturday, 5 p.m.
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.

Monday-Thursday, 11:30
a.m.

Sunday Protestant
Worship

Chapel 2
General Worship 9 a.m

Inspirational Gospel 11:30
a.m.

Sunday Religious
Education

Chapel 2
Catholic R.E., 8 a.m.
Protestant R.E., 10:30 a.m.

Schedules subject to
change without notice. To
confirm times or for more
information about the pro-
grams, call the chapels at
the following numbers:
Andersen Air Force Base
366-6139

Naval Base Guam
339-2126

Naval Hospital Guam
344-9127

Still Moments

CGO of the Year: Capt. Jason M. Aftanas,
of 554th RED HORSE Squadron, is congratu-
lated by Brig. Gen. Phil Ruhiman, Commander,
36th Wing, and Command Chief Master Sgt.
Allen Mullinex during the Feb. 19 36th Wing
Annual Awards ceremony at Andersen Air
Force Base. Aftanas won the Company Grade
Officer (CGO) of the Year award. (U.S. Air
Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jeffrey
Schultze)

Civilian of the Year: Jennifer Andree, cen-
ter, of 36th Medical Group won the Civilian of
the Year (Category 1) award, is congratulated
by Brig. Gen. Phil Ruhiman, Commander, 36th
Wing, and Command Chief Master Sgt. Allen
Mullinex during the Feb. 19 36th Wing Annual
Awards ceremony held Feb. 19 at Andersen
Air Force Base. (U.S. Air Force photo by
Airman 1st Class Jeffrey Schultze)

First Sergeant of the Year: First
Sergeant of the Year winner Senior Master
Sgt. Paul Cornell, 36th Contingency
Response Group, is congratulated by Brig.
Gen. Phil Ruhlman, Commander, 36th Wing,
and Command Chief Master Sgt. Allen
Mullinex during the Feb. 19 36th Wing Annual
Awards ceremony. Many awards were given
that night. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st
Class Jeffrey Schultze)

Civilian of the Year: Civilian of the Year
(Category 2) winner Wiliam O’Meara Jr; of
36th Mission Support Group, is congratulated
by Brig. Gen. Phil Ruhiman, Commander, 36th
Wing, and Command Chief Master Sgt. Allen
Mullinex during the 36th Annual Awards cere-
mony held Feb. 19 at Andersen Air Force
Base. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st
Class Jeffrey Schultze)

Honor Guard of the Year: Senior Airman
Jermaine Dias, of the 36th Mission Support
Group, won the Honor Guard of the Year the
36th Annual Awards ceremony Feb. 19 at
Andersen Air Force Base. Brig. Gen. Phil
Ruhlman, Commander, 36th Wing, left, and
Command Chief Master Sgt. Allen Mullinex,
right, congratulated him for his win and
thanked him for his hard work. (U.S. Air Force
photo by Airman 1st Class Jeffrey Schultze)

Civilian of the Year: Civilian of the Year
winner Arthur Hameister, 36th Mission
Support Group, is congratulated by Brig. Gen.
Phil Ruhlman, Commander, 36th Wing, and
Command Chief Master Sgt. Allen Mullinex
during the 36th Wing Annual Awards ceremo-
ny held Feb. 19 at Andersen Air Force Base.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class
Jeffrey Schultze)




To Infinity
and beyond

By Capt. David R. Leonard
36th Wing, Andersen Air Force Base

Its6am., I'm40yearsold, and
it's my day off. Thereis aloud
knock on the door followed by an
impatient voice yelling “To infini-

orphaned children.

The next barrier was the hardest
of the adoption process— working
through the ‘forever’ waiting peri-
od. Typically it takes two to three
yearsfor ahedthy child to be adopt-
ed from a foreign country. Thisis

ty and beyond!” because it takes
My 3-year-old months to deter-
g inisovee HAPLAIN'S = iy, s
ed. Thisiswhen O er he/shetruly anor-
| brushthedeep Phhan and final:%/‘,
from my eyes N ] e governmen
it 957/ T orayed
for this?’ =S each night, hung
Infact, | was stockingsout eech

done having

kids more than

10yearsago. God has an awesome
senseof timing. Itwasadmost three
years ago to the day when my wife
came homewith anew job and ex-
traincome. | had wonderful plans
for the new windfall, but sure
enough, God led us in a direction
we weren't expecting.

| would like to share some of our
family experiences as a source of
encouragement and challenge. We
had often talked about adoption and
we knew that we wanted to adopt
achild from aforeign country. Our
hope was to provide ahome and a
future that could not be possiblefor
achild born to an orphanage.

We learned a lot over the next
two years— not least of whichwas
adoption can be expensive. Howev-
er, we choseto focus our energy on
learning about the reputation and
purpose of the agencies. Our re-
search into thiswas vitd for peace
of mind in this faith journey. We
wanted to work with an adoption
agency that attempted, one child at
atime, toimpact in apositive, car-
ing way theworld of the 44 million

Christmas, sent

gifts, and hoped
for the day that we would get the
cdl. Itfindly cameten monthsago
telling us we had approval to trav-
. We packed our bags, kissed our
girls, and got on aplaneto Ho Chi
Mihn City, Vietham.

| wished that | could describethe
day that wemet Nathan. It issort of
ablur to my memory. What | can
tell you is that the adoption of a
child isno less of amiraclethan a
birth. The first time they cal you
“Baba’ (Daddy), or wrestle with
their sisters, or pretend they are
Buzz Lightyear, you know that God
has bound them forever to your
heart.

My son’s name means “gift of
redemption.” Thisiswhat hissweet
life meansto us. Heis agift that
brings our family new hope and
clarity. Many people ask why for-
eign adoption? | say, because love
knows no boundary and hope has
no color. | hope this has encour-
aged and challenged you to pray
and remember the orphaned world-
wide. Does God haveauniquefaith
journey for you?
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Teamsin place for Latte Stone Cup

By Mass Communication Specialist

2nd Class (SW) Corwin Colbert
Joint Region Edge Staff
corwin.colbert@fe.navy.mil

Admira Nimitz Golf Course and Pam
Tree Golf Course held the qualifying rounds
for the Latte Stone Cup Tournament March 5-
6.

Navy and Air Force civilians and service
memberswill compete against each other dur-
ing the Latte Stone Cup March 13-14. Each
participant will play against amember of the
opposite service branch. Winners of the match
will earn pointsfor his service branch. At the
end of the tourney, the points will be tallied
and thewinning branch will receive atrophy
during a banquet at Admiral Nimitz Golf
Course following the tournament.

“The Navy versus Air Force tournament
hasbeen going on for awhilebut thisisthefirst
time we had a qudifier,” said Dean Perez, a
Navy Morae, Welfare and Recreation repre-
sentative,

There were service members, Reservists
and retireeswho participated in the qualifiers
with 11 players from each branch qudifying
a the end of the day.

Electronics Technician 3rd Class John Sey-
bold, of USSFrank Cable (AS40), teamed up

The following is a list of sports and health-related activities held on U.S. Naval Base Guam.
To submit your sports note, e-mail jointregionedge@fe.navy.mil.

Typhoonz Swim Team

with fellow Frank Cable shipmates Machin-
ery Repairman 2nd Class (SW) Edgar Cura-
taand Logistics Specidist 1t Class (SW) Ja
son Atos. They were there to have fun and
show their Navy pride.

“1 came here to qualify and represent the
Navy,” Seybold said. “1 have been playing
for 19 years. Golf isagreat game especidly
to relieve some stress after along day on the
ship.”

All three played well. However Curataand
Seybold were the only ones from the group
who made thefind cut.

“All winners were notified; it was close
and the patrons seemed to have agood time,”
Perez said.

The Latte Stone Cup Tournament will be
held at Admiral Nimitz Golf Course with a
10:30 am. tee-off time.

Drive: Electronics Technician 3rd Class John
Seybold, of USS Frank Cable (AS 40), partici-
pates in the qualifying round for the Latte Stone
Cup Tournament at Admiral Nimitz Golf Course
March 5. The Latte Stone Cup Tournament will
bring together the best golfers from the Navy
and Air Force March 13-14 at the Admiral
Nimitz Golf Course. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass [ =
Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) [ & 0 a0 ot
Corwin Colbert) ety ":f--;‘r. _;%T:'fﬁf 515"-.‘-"".':-7"1'
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Sports Shorts

The following is a list of sports and health-related activities held on Andersen Air Force
Base. To submit your sports note, call 366-2228.

Golf Get Ready Program

Practices are held Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 4-6 p.m. at the U.S. Naval Hospital
Guam swimming pool. Registration is ongoing at Charles King Gym and the cost is $60 per
month. Interested swimmers must be eligible patrons between the ages of 6-18 and able to swim
freestyle, butterfly, backstroke and breaststroke, and do a short dive and a flip turn. The team will
be competing in Guam Swim Federation meets. For more information, call 564-1861.

Palm Tree Golf Course will soon offer the Golf Get Ready program for adults. You'll have two 5-ses-
sion classes to choose from. The first 5-session class will be held April 6, 13, 20, 27, and May 4.
The second 5-session class will be held on Saturdays April 10, 17, 24 and May 1 and 8. The cost of
the program is just $99, plus all participants will receive two free rounds of golf — a $50 value. Sign
up soon, as we can only take eight students per class. For more information, please call 366-4653.
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