
By Jeron Hayes

Writer’s Note: Last week, I attended the na-
tional Combined Federal Campaign Confer-
ence in New Orleans. On Wednesday after-
noon, 48 of us boarded buses and headed to St.
Bernard Parish to assist the St. Bernard Project
in helping to rebuild two homes damaged by
Hurricane Katrina. The drive to both neighbor-
hoods was sobering – there are many houses
standing that still have the original search and
recovery markings on front doors. I soon
learned that I was merely one of many volun-
teers that visit the city everyday and help con-
tribute to continuing efforts to return New Or-
leans to its pre-Katrina state.

On August 29, 2005, Gerry Bierria knew he
and his family, including his disabled brother,
needed to leave their home and seek shelter
from Hurricane Katrina. They fled to Lafitte Pro-
jects to stay with his sister and nephew. After Ka-
trina made landfall, he and his family stayed
there for three days. He did not know how high
the water had risen until he tried to go outside.

Seeking help for his brother, Bierria found a
rubber children’s pool and placed his brother in it
to float him to safety. With his family guiding the
pool, Bierria carried the wheelchair through
waist-deep water until they reached the interstate
highway. His nephew went for help while the rest
of the family waited on the interstate for three
days. Eventually he loaded his brother into a mail
cart and pushed him to the convention center
where he received medical assistance.

After his brother was stabilized, the family
went to Texas for several months. But it wasn’t
long until they returned to New Orleans. Because,
as Bierria said, New Orleans has a spirit, a com-
munity of neighbors and friends, and he had to
come home.

So here I stand, on February 16, 2011, nearly
six years since Hurricane Katrina decimated this
city. I am among 24 volunteers associated with

Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) that has
rolled up to Gerry’s home to help him rebuild his
home. We park in front of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) trailer that cur-
rently houses Gerry, his girlfriend, two daughters,
son and granddaughter (his brother has since
passed away). It’s difficult to believe that they
have lived in such a small space for the last 5
years, but they have. And today he is out front, on
the porch of his duplex, smiling and greeting us
as we ascend the stairs into his home. Later he’ll
tell me that his greatest dream is to sit out on that
porch and barbecue for his friends and family,
just as he did before.

It is the St. Bernard Project that has brought us
to this place. On the bus, we are greeted by Liz
McCartney. She and her partner, Zack Rosenburg,
who lived in Washington, D.C., went south to vol-
unteer after Katrina and couldn’t shake what
they’d seen, and eventually founded SBP.

“Our first fundraiser was held at my parents’
home,” said McCartney, who quit her job as a
teacher while Rosenburg left his as an attorney.
“We bought a truck and trailer and got a hardware
store to donate some tools, and we headed
south.” With little background as contractors, the
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Scientist develops concept for improved igniter
By Mike Welding
NSWC IHD Public Affairs

Dan Pines, a scientist assigned to
Naval Surface Warfare, Indian Head Divi-
sion’s (NSWC IHD) Energetics Materials
Branch, submitted a Concept Develop-
ment Document (CDD) and Concept In-
tegration Survey to the Office of Naval Re-
search in December 2010 to develop a
new Micro-Electrical Mechanical System
(MEMS) Ignition Safety Device (ISD) fuze
prototype that will be a significant up-
grade to current propulsion ignition sys-
tems for new and existing legacy weapons
platforms.

According to Pines, the MEMS ISD
concept is an outgrowth of earlier work
on a silicon- based MEMS fuze. The basic
difference between a MEMS fuze system
and an ISD is the latter will produce a py-

rotechnic output vice an explosive one.
“The ISD will be compliant with new

Navy standards governing ignition sys-
tems for newly developed rockets and
missile motors while reducing size,
weight and power requirements,” he said.

Pines explained that the inherent scal-
ability of MEMS fabrication drives down
the unit cost, “We went from producing
one device at a time to hundreds. Because
the fabrication is extremely uniform, the
MEMS ISD is expected to have increased
performance and reliability.”

Pines also said the CDD is a detailed
design plan that provides a framework on
how to design, model, fabricate and test a
MEMS ISD. It contains descriptions of
each major MEMS sub-competent and
how they work together to create a mili-
tary compliant igniter.

Katrina’s devastation still visible

Photos by Jeron Hayes

The CFC volunteer team poses in front of a house in St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana.
Volunteers helped the St. Bernard Project with repairs to a house damaged during
Hurricane Katrina.

U.S. Navy photo by Matthew Poynor

Pines recently submitted a Concept Develop-
ment Document and Concept Integration Survey
to develop a new Micro-Electrical Mechanical
System (MEMS) Ignition Safety Device (ISD) fuze
prototype.

See Katrina, page 5

See Igniter, page 6



By Margie Stevens
NSWCDD Public Affairs

Six employees for Naval Surface
Warfare Center, Dahlgren Division
(NSWCDD) received the Secretary
of Defense Medal for the Global
War on Terrorism (GWOT) at a
Dahlgren ceremony on Feb. 15.

Awardees are Ross Stadsklev,
Charles J. Bakker, Timothy Berry,
Peter Paquette, and Daniel Sise-
more, all of the Asymmetric De-
fense Systems Department. Daniel
Fredrikson of the Engagement Sys-
tems Department, who is currently
supporting troops in theater, also
received the GWOT award.

The Secretary of Defense
Medal for the Global War on Ter-
rorism (GWOT) was created to
recognize and honor the contribu-
tions and accomplishments of
DoD’s civilian workforce in direct
support of members of the armed
forces engaged in operations to
combat terrorism.

The medal is the civilian equiv-
alent of the GWOT Expeditionary
Medal awarded to military service
members. Award of the medal ac-
knowledges the essential service of
the department’s civilian workforce
supporting and maintaining the

security of our nation.
Presenting the awards was Rear

Adm. James Shannon, Comman-
der, Naval Surface Warfare Center.

"It's an honor to recognize our
scientists and engineers at
Dahlgren who have volunteered to
go into harm's way and provide di-
rect technical support to our
warfighters in theater," said Shan-
non. "Their contributions to our
nation are immeasurable."

The awardees served as repre-

sentatives to the Office of the Secre-
tary of Defense and NSWCDD.

Stadsklev was recognized for his
service as a Field Support Repre-
sentative (FSR) while deployed to
Afghanistan in support of Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom (OEF).
Bakker, Berry and Sisemore also
serve as FSRs. Stadsklev was com-
mended for going “above and be-
yond to ensure that the program
was both technically and opera-
tionally successful.”

Bakker was honored for sys-
tems integration work support-
ing “unique asymmetric tech-
nologies recognized as being di-
rectly responsible for significant
numbers of U.S. lives saved on
the battlefield.”

Berry was commended for
“training the warfighter on spe-
cial technologies and providing
troubleshooting and testing sup-
port to ensure functionality.”

Sisemore was the first FSR to

support the program and was
commended for his work to es-
tablish the roles and responsibil-
ities of follow-on field support
representatives. He was cited as
being “instrumental in ensuring
that all of the special technical
products were thoroughly tested
and ready for operation.”

Paquette was commended for
providing outstanding support as
a Delivery Assurance Represen-
tative (DAR) while deployed to
Afghanistan. Paquette was rec-
ognized for “contractual over-
sight and surveillance of multiple
programs that develop partner-
nation capability.”

Capt. Michael Smith, NSW-
CDD Commander, in his wel-
coming remarks, reminded those
present that “our Navy military
can expect an assignment in the-
ater, but our Navy civilians prob-
ably did not realize that their jobs
might take them to Afghanistan.

“Today’s honorees,” Smith
continued, “recognized the im-
portance of involving warfighters
and obtaining their operational
perspective, and were willing to
step out of the safe labs into
harm’s way.”
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NSWCDD employees receive Secretary of Defense Medal

U.S. Navy photo by Kim Brandts

Rear Adm. James Shannon (l.) and Capt. Michael Smith flank NSWCDD employees receiv-
ing the DoD medal for the Global War on Terrorism (l. to r.) Shane Sisemore, Tim Berry, Ross
Stadsklev and Peter Paquette. Not present were Charles Bakker and Daniel Fredrikson.

By Kimberly Lansdale, CSCS Public Affairs

The Center for Surface Combat Systems (CSCS) and
Aegis Training and Readiness Center (ATRC) hosted the
Republic of Korea Navy's (ROKN) Chief of Naval Opera-
tions on Feb. 14.

Adm. Kim Sung-chan visited the training commands on
board Naval Support Facility (NSF) Dahlgren to receive a
CSCS overview, electronic classroom technical training
demonstration, and speak with nine of his Republic of Kore-
an Sailors who are receiving training at ATRC.

"It was a distinct honor to welcome Adm. Kim," said Capt.
Bob Kerno, CSCS Commanding Officer. "It is not often that
we have the opportunity to host a valued partner's chief of
service. It was a good opportunity for ATRC to display its
training systems and for CSCS to highlight its role in training
Sailors."

CSCS and its 14 learning sites (units and detachments),
including ATRC, train Sailors across the range of warfare ca-
pability to include maintenance, operation and employment
skills. International training is also part of CSCS. Internation-
al training at CSCS is coordinated through the command's
International Programs directorate.

The mission of CSCS International Programs is to provide
allied forces quality training to enable them to develop ready
teams capable of operations that maintain and expertly em-

ploy surface combatants. They partner with U.S. training,
readiness and policy organizations, as well as other govern-
ment agencies and industry to support our mission.

The concept of international cooperation is codified in
the Global Maritime Partnership (GMP) initiative, which is
one of the key strategic imperatives of the new maritime
strategy.The goal of the GMP is to build an informal maritime
network to enhance the security of the world's oceans and
sea lanes.

Since 1999, International Programs has been involved in
delivering Aegis and Combat Systems training to our allied
and coalition partners.

Japan, Korea, Norway, Spain and soon Australia, all have
benefited from CSCS' Aegis training program.

CSCS demonstrated technology being used to train future
operators and maintainers in the U.S. Navy and allied Navies.

Kerno and Adm. Kim discussed training organizations
and infrastructure requirements as well as ROK initiatives to
enhance training capability in Korea.

"CSCS began training KDX-III crew members in 2008,
with all initial training occurring at USN facilities," said Crys-
tal Scherer.

At the end of the visit, Adm. Kim interacted with his Sailors
and asked questions about the training they were receiving.
All nine of the Sailors are planned to serve as operators and
maintainers onboard ROKN's third Aegis destroyer, DDG 993
Yu Seong-ryong.

Republic of Korea CNO visits Dahlgren

U.S. Navy photo by Daryl Roy

Capt. Bob Kerno, commanding officer for the Cen-
ter for Surface Combat Systems, explains a piece
of Aegis equipment to Adm. Kim, Republic of Ko-
rea CNO, during a visit to the command in
Dahlgren, Va.



Over 6,000 children in Virginia live day-to-day moving
from home to home, without the love and care of a perma-
nent family. These children have been permanently re-
moved from their homes due to traumatic situations that
most of us cannot imagine.

Currently in the Fredericksburg regional area alone
there are over 1,000 children who urgently need to move
from temporary foster homes into permanent, loving, for-
ever families, according to United Methodist Family Ser-
vices (UMFS).

Military families possess many unique qualities that
make them wonderful foster and adoptive parents, asserts
Heather Gaffney, Fredericksburg foster parent recruiter for
UMFS. While many military members have opened their
homes to these children, Gaffney maintains that many
more have unfounded preconceived ideas, or believe their
military service prevents them from becoming foster or
adoptive parents.

“That isn't the case,” she emphasizes. The wife of Com-
mand Master Chief Joseph Gaffney at the Center for Surface
Combat Systems at Dahlgren, adds, “We love to get foster
and adoptive families within the military community.We’ve
found that military families understand separation in a way
the civilian community doesn't because they've experi-
enced it.

“Military families, as a group,” Gaffney points out, “also
bring diversity in race, culture, ethnicity and personality.
They have often had to be flexible and open to change and
are very committed, mission-oriented people.”

More children enter foster care every year than leave the
system. These children often wait five years or more to be
adopted, can move three or more times in foster care and
frequently they are separated from their siblings. Each year,
tens of thousands of children available for adoption turn 18
and leave the system without being adopted into families.

Gaffney adds, “The need has never been greater. If you

are willing to open your heart to a child, consider foster care
or adoption.

“You can also support the work of organizations like
UMFS that find foster and adoptive families for children
who are waiting,” she says.

For more information, contact UMFS at their regional
center in Fredericksburg at (540) 898-1773 (ext. 314) or visit
their website at www.UMFS.org.

Military Families
Make Good Adoptive Families

According to the Child Welfare Information Gateway
www.childwelfare.gov, several adoption opportunities
grants (demonstration projects funded by the Children's
Bureau) in the early 1990s demonstrated the benefits of
placing children with military families.

The studies found the military to be a largely untapped
resource for children waiting for families, and highlighted
the benefits of placing children with military families, to in-
clude ethnic diversity, family structure and the military sup-
port network for families and children.

The diversity within the military exceeds that of the gen-
eral population. According to the 2000 census, minorities
account for approximately 29 percent of the total U.S. pop-
ulation. The Military Family Resource Center's (MFRC's)
annual “Profile of the Military Community” shows more
than one-third of the active-duty military identify them-
selves as African American, Hispanic, American Indian,
Alaska Native, or Asian-Pacific Islander.

The built-in support network for military families can
provide valuable assistance and resources for adoptive
families. Military family benefits are available from adop-
tion reimbursement, exceptional family member programs
and new parent support programs on many installations,
for example.
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CARPOOL/VANPOOL WANTED
Riders wanted for van pool. Leaves from Richmond
at Home Depot on Atlee-Elmont Rd. (exit #86B off I-
95) to Dahlgren. Call David at (540) 653-9203.

Clinton, Md., to Dahlgren. Hours are flexible (0600 -
1700). Call Miranda at 703-692-9590.

Carpool/vanpool wanted from Montross area to
Dahlgren. Can also take up to 3 or 4 riders from here if
they would prefer me to drive. Call Doc at 252-670-6686.
Early risers only.

Riders wanted for vanpool from Home Depot on Rt. 3
near Central Park, Fredericksburg, stops at main gate
and B gate. Departs 0640, return 4 p.m. M-Th and 3
p.m. Fridays. If interested, call Mike at 540-903-4225 or
e-mail to mcdonald7204@gmail.com

Riders wanted to start a vanpool or carpool from
Fredericksburg/Rt. 208 lot or Massaponax area to
Dahlgren mainside. Ideally arriving at Dahlgren be-
tween 6-7 a.m. and leaving Dahlgren between 2:30-3
p.m. Call Nicole, 540-653-7038.

Ferry Farm/Falmouth/Stafford Chatham Heights com-
muter lot to Dahlgren. Depart at 0620. Work hours
0700-1600. Accepting riders for A-gate only van and B-
gate only van. Please call Le at 540-653-3184

From Fredericksburg Rt. 17 near Geico to Dahlgren
Bldg. 1470. call Nasir, 540-653-9426.

Fredericksburg Massaponnax or Rt. 208 to Dahlgren
mainside. Current work schedule 0700-1530. Call
Karen, 540-653-9429.

Spotsylvania/Fredericksburg to Dahlgren. Call Karen
540-653-9429.

Riders wanted to start vanpool leaving from Gordon
Road commuter lot and dropping off on the main gate
side of the Dahlgren base. The van would leave Gordon
Road at 0630 M-F, leave Dahlgren at 1615 M-Th and
1530 on Friday. Call Jan, 540-653-3024.

RIDERS WANTED

Rt 234 & US 1 Dumfries Commuter Lot to Dahlgren.
Depart at 0630. Stops at the Target parking lot off exit
133 (Warrenton). Leave Dahlgren at 1620. Call Lin at
540-653-1266.

Spotsylvania Rt. 208 commuter lot to Dahlgren. De-
part at 0555. Work hours 0645-1545. Accepting riders.
Call Vickie at 540-653-7927.

Claiborne Run at Chatham (Next to Steamers and
CVS and across from Wawa on Butler Rd.) to
Dahlgren. M-Th 0640 departure from Fredericksburg,
leave Dahlgren at 1600; Fridays from 0640 to 1530. Call
Maria, 540-653-3094.

Fredericksburg Rt. 208 commuter lot and Ferry
Farm Wal-Mart to Dahlgren; accepting riders or drivers;
call Gina at 540-653-2281.

Want to start a carpool? Need riders?

“Commuter Clearinghouse” is a source for information on
carpools or vanpools that already exist and need passengers,
as well as a place for employees to advertise to start a carpool
or vanpool. Whether you already operate a carpool or vanpool
and are open to accepting new riders or need drivers, or if you
are looking for a carpool or vanpool, provide us with informa-
tion that might help you find or start a commuter opportunity,
such as, where you will need to commute from and to, pre-
ferred schedule and contact information.

You can send your information via e-mail to nsasp_pao_dl-
gr@navy.mil or contact our office toll free at 866-359-5540, or
DSN 249-8153, or 540-653-8153.

NETC's COO reviews training programs
By Kimberly Lansdale, CSCS Public Affairs

Desiring to see the training Sailors receive at Dahlgren, the
Center for Surface Combat Systems (CSCS) and Aegis Train-
ing and Readiness Center (ATRC) hosted the Naval Education
and Training Command's (NETC) Chief Operating Officer
(COO) Feb. 4.

Capt. Michael White visited the training commands on-
board Naval Support Facility Dahlgren to receive a ballistic
missile defense demonstration, training overview and facil-
ities tour. The trip was designed to give White a snapshot of
the training CSCS and ATRC provide to the fleet.

"The visit was a great opportunity for Rear Admiral Se-
lect White to see, first hand, the great work done here at
CSCS and ATRC," said Capt. Bob Kerno, CSCS Command-
ing Officer. "He was particularly impressed by the quality
of our instructors as well as the intricacies of training Fire
Controlmen and officers."

CSCS and its 14 learning sites (units and detachments), in-
cluding ATRC, train Sailors across the range of warfare capa-
bility: maintenance, operation, and employment skills.

"It is important for us to show NETC the blended solutions
of instructor led Computer Based Training (CBT) and hands-
on simulators our Sailors receive at the schoolhouse," said
Capt. Russ Haas, ATRC Commanding Officer.

"Our Fleet continues to achieve operational excellence
daily because our Sailors are highly trained to maintain, oper-
ate, and employ the AEGIS Combat System. Schoolhouse
and waterfront training enables our Fleet to successfully exe-
cute NETC's mission; to develop the workforce through edu-
cation and training that builds personal, professional and
leadership skills."

CSCS holds the training for nine Enlisted ratings: Fire
Controlmen, Electronic Technicians, Interior Communica-
tions, Sonar Technician (surface), Gunner's mates, Minemen,
Operations Specialists, Boatswain's Mates and Quartermas-
ters.

CSCS also trains Officers in system-specific skills required
to tactically operate and employ surface ships, as well as pro-
vide Navy training to many of our international partners.

Both Kerno and Haas greeted White and participated in
the visit. They discussed their organizations and training in-

frastructure as White reviewed ATRC's labs and classrooms,
and saw demonstrations of current training aid and simula-
tion devices. White also made office calls to Rear Adm. Joseph
Horn, Jr., Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense Program Director,
and Rear Adm. Stewart O' Bryan, Commander for Naval Air
and Missile Defense Command.

"We enjoyed a tremendous visit to CSCS and ATRC,"White
remarked. "They face many complex challenges training our
personnel in highly technical ratings, but the professionalism
and innovation of the instructors and staff ensures that we are
providing the absolute best instruction.

Their enthusiasm and dedication was apparent, and I am
confident they will continue to produce exceptionally trained
Sailors."

Every child deserves a loving family

U.S. Navy photo by Daryl Roy

Hosting recent visit to Dahlgren by Capt. White
(2nd from right) were (l. to r.) Capt. Russ Haas,
Capt. Bob Kerno and Ed Gohring, CSCS Executive
Director.
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Dahlgren
Boating Safety Course

The United States Coast Guard Auxil-
iary Flotilla 25-11 will hold a Virginia
State Approved Boating Safety Course on
Feb. 12 from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. at St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church in Colonial Beach.
The boater education program is de-
signed to meet the minimum amount of
training and education needed to help
boaters become safer and more respon-
sible operators with a long term goal of
reducing the number of boating acci-
dents and fatalities on Virginia waters.
Subsequent classes will be held Apr. 2,
June 5, Sept. 17 and Nov. 5. To register or
for more information, contact the Colo-
nial Beach Yacht Center at (804) 224-7230
or June Gaines, (804) 761-0952, jandj-
gaines@verizon.net.

NCMA Holds National Education
Seminar

The NCMA Dahlgren Chapter is
proud to sponsor the following National
Education Seminar on Solicitations,
Bids, Proposals, and Source Selection on
Tuesday, March 8 from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30
p.m. The event will be held at Northrop
Grumman in King George. Registration
deadline is Feb. 21. For more detailed in-
formation about the event, contact
Maria Gomez, (540) 653-3094,
maria.e.gomez@navy.mil.

Casseroles For A Cure
The King George Bark For Life “Dream

Team” will be providing “Casseroles For A
Cure” every Wednesday in March. A
casserole dinner may be pre-ordered the
Friday before. All casserole dinners in-

clude bread (donated by Panera Bread)
and dessert. A $20 donation benefits the
American Cancer Society. Five types of
casseroles will be available for order.
For more information, call (540) 846-
3382 or send an email to
kgbarkforlife@yahoo.com.

KG County Basketball Tournament
on March 10

The 2nd Annual King George County
Basketball Tournament will be held
March 10 at the King George High School
Cafe & Gym. The event starts at 5 p.m.
with a spaghetti dinner, including salad
and roll. Dinner charge - adults are $5
and children are $2. The single elimina-
tion tournament starts at 6 p.m. The cost
is $3 per person, children 4 and under are
free. The teams are from each school, the
School Board Office and the Sheriff's Of-
fice. There will be entertainment be-
tween games from the various clubs at
each school, including the Potomac
Drummers, chorus, cheerleaders and
more. Who will take home the trophy?
Will the KG Sheriff's Office be defeated
this year? Come out for a good meal and
cheer on your teachers! All proceeds
benefit the King George High School
PTA/Afterprom program.

King George Bark For Life to be
Held Apr. 17

King George Bark For Life will be held
Sun., Apr. 17 from 1 – 5 p.m. at Sealston
Elementary School. You may register a
team or just your dog for this event,
which honors our canine companions.
Is your dog a calendar dog? Register to-
day at www.relayforlife.org/barkkingge-
orge and start raising money for the

American Cancer Society. If your dog is
in the top 12 fundraisers, he/she will be
featured in the 2012 King George Bark
For Life calendar! Enjoy a great day out
with your dog and help the American
Cancer Society find a cure!

Indian Head
Charles County Hosts First Annual
Southern Maryland Inspiring
Caregiver Awards

The First Annual Southern Maryland
Inspiring Caregiver Awards event will be
held in Charles County on Wednesday,
April 20 at 6 p.m. at the Greater Waldorf
Jaycees Community Center located at
3090 Crain Highway.

Nominations for the first annual
Southern Maryland Inspiring Caregiver
Awards are now being accepted. Nomi-
nees must be family, volunteer, or profes-
sional caregivers who currently work or
previously have worked directly with
Alzheimer’s or dementia patients in
Charles, Calvert, Prince George’s, and/or
St. Mary’s Counties. A minimum of eight
awards will be presented. In addition,
one award will be given to an enduring
caregiver with 10 or more years of care
giving in the field of dementia care.

Nominations must be postmarked by
no later than Saturday, March 19. Win-
ners will be announced on Friday, March
25 and honored at the April 20 awards
ceremony.

Tickets for the award ceremony are
available for $25. Event sponsorship op-
portunities are available. Proceeds sup-
port the mission of the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation, which includes support, train-
ing, education, information and care for
family caregivers. For more information,

to download a nomination form and/or
to purchase tickets, visit
www.alz.org/nca or contact Linda Got-
tfried at 301-934-5856 or Linda.Got-
tfried@alz.org.

Charles County Department of
Community Services Announces
20th Annual Senior Prom

Our 2011 Mardi Gras Prom will take
you down to New Orleans through mu-
sic, dancing, decorations, and more. You
won’t want miss this annual event sched-
uled for Fri., April 8, 6 – 9 p.m. at the Wal-
dorf Jaycees. Charles County’s seniors
will enjoy big band music, escorts, danc-
ing, door prizes, and more. The highlight
of the evening will be the crowning of the
prom King and Queen! A light buffet,
catered by the Jaycees, will be served.

This event is free; however, tickets are
required. Tickets will be available at all
Senior Centers beginning February 23.
This event is sponsored by the Charles
County Association of Student Councils
and the Greater Waldorf Jaycees.

For more information on events
offered by the Department of Communi-
ty Services, visit our website at
www.charlescounty.org/cs or call the De-
partment of Community Services at 301-
934-9305 or 301-870-3388. Citizens with
special needs please contact the Mary-
land Relay Service at 711, or Relay Ser-
vice TDD: 800-735-2258.

To have information about your event
or meeting announced in “Community
Notes,” call or email the Naval Support
Activity South Potomac Public Affairs Of-
fice at (540) 284-0129 or
jeron.hayes@navy.mil.

COMMUNITY NOTES

For more news from other bases around the Washington, D.C. area visit,

www.dcmilitary.com

“African Americans and the Civil War”
BLACK HISTORY MONTH OBSERVANCE

Mr. Carroll R. Gibbs,
Author and Historian,

Association for the Study of
African American Life and History (ASALH)

Building 1520 – ATRC Auditorium
February 25, 2011, 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM

Reception Immediately Following:
Community House

For more information concerning these events
or to request reasonable accommodations,
contact Doris M. Wilson, EEO Specialist,

at (540) 653-0624, or by email at doris.wilson@navy.mil
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Dahlgren
VITA Tax Preparation Program

The VITA tax preparation program provides tax services for military members. To
make an appointment to have your taxes prepared, call (540) 653-1839.

Black History Month Observance
A national Black History Month Observance will be held Feb. 25 at 11 a.m. at the ATRC

Auditorium, Bldg. 1520. Guest speaker will be Mr. C.R. Gibbs, author, freelance writer and
lecturer from Howard University. All are invited to attend.

ASBP Blood Drive Scheduled for Mar.
The Armed Services Blood Program will hold a blood drive on Thurs., March 10 from

10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the Bldg. 1470 Conference Room. All blood collected benefits military
members and their families overseas, at home, in harm’s way and recovering from in-
juries. Support our troop and give the gift of life – give blood! To make an appointment,
register with http://www.militaryblood.dod.mil/default.aspx.

Indian Head
Indian Head Toastmasters Hold Bi-Weekly Meetings

Tired of doing the same thing for lunch? Why not visit Toastmasters? Our club offers
a fun and relaxing way to spend your lunchtime. Meet new friends while improving your
professional and social skills. We share funny stories and play challenging games such as
“Are you smarter than a 5th grader?” We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each
month from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in theWard Conference Room in building 20. Every-
one is welcome to attend. See you at the next club meeting! For additional information,
contact: Darlene Exum, (301) 744-6359.

Religious Services at Indian Head Chapel
Religious services at the Indian Head Chapel are held every Sunday at 10 a.m. All with

base access are invited to attend.

To have information about your event or meeting announced in “Base Happenings,”
call or email the Naval Support Activity South Potomac Public Affairs Office at (540) 284-
0129 or jeron.hayes@navy.mil.

Base Happenings

U.S. Navy photo by Stacia Courtney

Angela Stambaugh (l.), an engineer in Naval Surface Warfare Center,
Dahlgren Division's Asymetric Defense Systems Department, demon-
strates the command's capabilities in the area of shipboard chemi-
cal, biological and radiological (CBR) defense, while Vanessa Lent, an
engineer with NSWCDD's Engagement Systems Department, dis-
cusses the capabilities of the Electro Magnetic (EM) Railgun Program
at the American Society of Naval Engineers (ASNE) Conference in Ar-
lington, Va. on Feb. 10-11. The event provided a unique forum for naval
engineers involved in the development, design, construction, opera-
tion and sustainment of ships and naval warfare systems. Experts
from government, industry, and academia gathered to exchange
ideas and learn about the latest innovations and issues facing the
U.S. Naval Services today. As a Navy leader in CBR Defense, NSW-
CDD provides a full complement of capabilities that support the naval
warfighter both on land and at sea as well as the joint and Homeland
Defense communities.

NSWCDD Programs
Presented at ASNE Conference

By Mike Welding
NSWC IHD Public Affairs

Naval Surface Warfare Center Indian
Head Division (NSWC IHD) announced the
selection of Bob Kaczmarek for assignment
as a visiting scholar at the Center for Ener-
getic Concepts Development (CECD) at the
University of Maryland (UMD) on Feb. 11.

Kaczmarek, currently head of the com-
mand’s Research and Development Depart-
ment, will assume his new assignment on
Feb. 27.

For the past several years, Kaczmarek has
been instrumental in facilitating a collabora-
tive relationship between NSWC IHD and
CECD for several initiatives, including mu-
tual technical collaborations, workforce de-
velopment for NSWC IHD employees
through the development of an energetics
master’s degree at UMD, and participation
in CECD-sponsored workshops, the most
recent taking him to Hong Kong for the En-
ergetics Past and Present Workshop with
Chinese energetic materials researchers.

According to NSWC IHD’s technical di-
rector, Dennis McLaughlin, for the next 12
months Kaczmarek will direct and coordi-
nate interdisciplinary traumatic brain injury
research efforts between NSWC IHD, UMD,
Maryland’s School of Medicine, and its Ener-
getics Technology Center.

The collaboration will create an Energet-
ics Informatics Center and develop weapons
concepts for unmanned systems.

“This is a tremendous opportunity for
Bob, Indian Head Division, our partners in
Maryland and most importantly, our men
and women in uniform who count on us to
provide them with the most advanced and
protective systems possible,” said McLaugh-
lin.

Kaczmarek said he plans on building
strong coalitions between NSWC IHD and
the other participating organizations to best
serve the needs of our nation’s warfighters.

Kaczmarek named visiting scholar at UMD

U.S. Navy photo by Matthew Poynor

Robert Kaczmarek, a senior scien-
tist at NSWC IHD addresses partici-
pants at the 2009 National Capital
Region Energetics Summit in Wash-
ington.

couple worked to found SBP, and their first
project, one house with three volunteers, was
launched. Since then, they’ve assisted 351
families return to their homes. “We have had
the help of over 31,000 volunteers, and from
Combined Federal Campaign, we’ve received
more than $30,000 in donations,” said Mc-
Cartney.

In addition, they’ve established a mental
health care center next to the Project office.
“In Louisiana, one-third of residents have
moderate to serious mental health issues,”
says McCartney. “In addition to Katrina,
many have been affected by the oil spill as
well. Many don’t have health insurance and
they don’t have access to mental health care.
We have worked with Louisiana State Univer-
sity and have a clinic available,” said.

SBP is also working to help with the blight
that plagues New Orleans. “There are 49,000
homes and vacant lots in need of repair. We
have 17 projects under construction and are
accepting more,” she said.

Once inside the house, we meet Nate, an
Americorps volunteer, who gives us all in-
structions on sanding drywall. Nate hails
from Durham, N.C., and at 26 years old,
“doesn’t know any reason why” he’d return
anytime soon. We find supplies neatly organ-
ized and begin fanning out and completing
this step of the renovation. Some finish sand-
ing early and paint, while others help with
some touch-up mudding on the drywall in
the living room.

Gerry gives us a quick tour and shows us
the other side of the duplex, which holds
many supplies. He’d like to renovate it once
the initial renovations are completed and use
it as a rental property. Nate has a carefully
planned timeline on the refrigerator that esti-
mates most of the work will be completed in

March. “I’m doing the floors and a few other
things myself,” Gerry tells us. He shows us the
tile he’ll put in the kitchen and bathrooms
with great pride.

When our time is coming to an end, we
clean our tools and put away supplies. There
is a group photo and then we board the bus-
es to return to our hotel.

As I reflect, I can’t help but remember
what McCartney told us very candidly as we
arrived. “We have helped more families than
any government agency,” said McCartney.
“We started not even knowing what we’re do-
ing. This tells me that long term recovery is
broken in this country. It’s hard to imagine
how people who have been suffering for so
long still can’t get help.”

Combined Federal Campaign was started
by President John F. Kennedy in 1963. It cur-
rently services over 30,000 charities, and
since its inception, federal employees have
used the program to contribute over $7 bil-
lion to the charities of their choice. While I
am always proud to be involved with CFC, I
am particularly proud today. Even though I
won’t be there to see it, I’m excited for Gerry
and hope he and his family have disposed of
their FEMA trailer and are barbecuing on
their lovely porch very soon.

KATRINA
Continued from 1

CFC members work on a house af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina through
the St. Bernard Project.



IInnddiiaann HHeeaadd

ITT Trips & Specials
PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall FFlloowweerr SShhooww
March 9 - “Springtime in Paris” is the theme for this annu-

al flower show. Enjoy beautiful gardens, a floral showcase,
live entertainment, shopping and more. $75 per person, in-
cludes transportation and entrance to the event. Call the ITT
Office at 301-744-4850 for more information.

WWaalltt DDiissnneeyy WWoorrlldd MMiilliittaarryy AApppprreecciiaattiioonn DDiissccoouunntt
4 theme parks in 4 days for ONLY $135.50! Disney World

is also offering 40% off accommodations at select Disney
World Resort Hotels for active duty and retired military.

SSpprriinnggttiimmee iinn NNeeww YYoorrkk
April 2 - Let the ITT Office take you to New York for the

day! $60 per person includes roundtrip transportation
aboard a deluxe motor coach.

The ITT Office has discounted lift tickets and equipment
rentals for skiing, discounted tubing and discount learning
packages at Ski Liberty, Round Top, White Tail, Timberline,
Massanutten and Wintergreen Resorts. Call for pricing.

Indian Head Events
RReeaadd AAccrroossss AAmmeerriiccaa wwiitthh DDrr.. SSeeuussss
March 1 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Library
Celebrate “Read Across America” Day at the General Li-

brary. A special guest will be in attendance to share their love
of reading with the children. Refreshments will be served.
This event is open to all eligible patrons and is FREE.

MMaarrcchh MMaaddnneessss HHoott SShhoott CCoommppeettiittiioonn
March 3 at the MWR Gymnasium
Test your shooting skills! Who will sink the most shots

from around the court and win a prize? Register the day of
the competition at the Fitness Center front desk or email
henry.c.garrard@navy.mil. Call 301-744-6649 for more infor-
mation. This event is FREE and open to all eligible patrons.

AAuuttoo HHoobbbbyy SShhoopp SSeellff HHeellpp CCllaasssseess
Come by the Auto Hobby Shop on the second Monday of

each month from 11 am to 1 pm for a FREE self help class.
March 14 Engine Diagnostics Checks
April 11 Cleaning Tips
Call the Auto Hobby Shop at 301-744-6314 for class de-

tails. Open to all eligible patrons.

LLuucckk ooff tthhee IIrriisshh 55KK
March 14 - Register at the Fitness Center Front Desk by

10:30 a.m. on race day, race starts at 11 a.m. Open to all eligi-
ble patrons, $5 for civilians, FREE for military. Use the luck of
the Irish to predict your finish time, closest predicted time
wins a prize!

DDaahhllggrreenn

BBeenncchh PPrreessss CChhaalllleennggee CChhaammppiioonn
Matthew Spruill with Naval Surface Warfare Center

Dahlgren Division was the champion in the week-long NFL
Bench Press Contest sponsored by Naval Support Activity
South Potomac's MWR fitness program. Spruill performed 31
reps at 225 pounds for the event, which concluded on Feb. 4.
Due to a tie at the end of the event, Spruill and Senior Chief
Fire Controlman (SW) David Gore from the Center for Sur-
face Combat Systems had a "lift off," which was won by
Spruill. This year's winner received a custom NSASP Bench
Press Champion football jersey.

Cannonball Lanes
540-653-7327

KKiinngg aanndd QQuueeeenn ooff BBoowwlliinngg
March 6, 2010 8 p.m.
Eligible Patrons: All with base access.
Register at Cannonball Lanes -$10 per person. Who are

the best bowlers in Dahlgren? Come out and prove you are!
Prizes for 1st & 2nd place men's and women's. Must be 18 to
bowl. For more information contact the Bowling Center at
540-653-7327.

Craftech Hobby Shop
540-653-1730

BBeeggiinnnneerr''ss CCeerraammiiccss
March 7 - March 28, 2011 Time 4:30 p.m.

In this (5) week class you will learn how to pour, clean and
paint 3 items. Cost $35.00 plus materials. Class size 6.

Dahlgren Fitness Center
540-653-8580

2011 Spring Soccer & Softball Registration Coaches Meet-
ing: March 2nd and 3rd, 2011 at 1630 Team registration dead-
line is March 16th and 17th, 2011.

Season begins April 4, 2011. FREE for Military, $30 for
DoD Employees, $40 for civilians, off base players, contrac-
tors/dependants without fitness center memberships, and
contractors with fitness center memberships. Teams must be
made up of 60% base eligible patrons. For more information
contact the Fitness Center at 540-653-8580 or the Fitness Di-
rector at 540-653-2215 / iraseth@navy.mil

Dahlgren Theater
540-653-7336

KKiiddss MMoovviiee WWeeeekkeenndd
February 25 - 27, 2011
A selection of kid friendly movies all weekend long. For

more information please call 540-653-7336.
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Feb 25, 2011 Friday 7 p.m. - $2.00
Megamind PG 96 min
Feb 26, 2011 Saturday 2 p.m. - FREE
Tangled PG 100 min
Feb 26, 2011 Saturday 7 p.m. - $2.00
Despicable Me PG 98 min
Feb 27, 2011 Sunday 3 p.m. - FREE
Secretariat PG 123 min

Admission
$5 Civilian, $4Active duty, Retired & Reserve Military E6 and above
and their family members with ID, $2.50 E1-E5 and below and their
family members with ID, $2 Child (6-11), Free - Child (5 and
younger) For movie details and a listing of events at NSF Dahlgren,
subscribe to our Dahlgren Electronic Newsletter, delivered weekly
via e-mail. Contact: Dahlgrenmarketing@verizon.net or FFRPMar-
keting_Dahlgren@navy.mil to subscribe. For more information
please call 540-653-8785 or 540-653-7336.

Dahlgren Theater
540-653-7336

MWR Highlights

But the CDD is typically
followed by a strong research
and development investiga-
tion to proof out and correct
the finer aspects of the de-
vice. According to Pines, the
engineering team working on
the MEMS ISD will receive
$270,000 for initial fabrica-
tion and testing of various re-
active materials and their in-
tegration onto a MEMS ini-
tiator this fiscal year, and ex-
pect more than $1 million
more through FY2014 for the
project development.

For operators of weapons
systems with a MEMS ISD,
the advantages will be small-
er, lighter systems that won’t
sacrifice performance and
will be much safer to handle
and use.

IGNITER
Continued from 1


