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Junior ROTC Cadets Learn Skills at Leadership Camp
By Oyaol Ngirairikl

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Santa Rita, Guam (Jan. 20, 2010) –  More than 150 Junior ROTC cadets from five high schools on Guam descended on Gab Gab Beach on U.S. Naval Base Guam for their annual Junior Cadet Leadership Challenge (JCLC) Jan. 13-17.

Chief Warrant Officer Enrique M. Cruz, camp commander and senior Army instructor at Southern High School, said JCLC is run completely by cadets. The five-day event extends classroom learning, giving cadets in the high school ROTC program a chance to train and put theories into practice.

“We’re here to put kids in a leadership situation, in an unfamiliar environment, and see how they react to those conditions,” Cruz said. “We’re looking for them to hone their leadership skills; we want to see cooperation, their initiative and all of those traits you find in today’s leaders.”  

Students from Simon Sanchez High, George Washington High (GW), Father Duenas Memorial, Guam High and Southern High schools participated in the various exercises and challenges to test their physical and mental endurance.

Days were filled with leadership reaction challenges, squad briefings, morning physical training and various military training exercises. Students set up tents throughout Gab Gab to simulate some of the training conditions. 

Camp Cadets United for Intense Training (CUFIT) was a busy sight as students moved from the various challenges or hunkered down in their tents to wait for their next order.

Cadets participated in rappelling, leadership reaction courses, knot tying, map reading, rope climbing and other exercises.  

Cadet Lt. Col. Joyce Torres, cadet battalion commander for GW ROTC program, has attended the JCLC, and looked forward to leading junior cadets at the leadership challenge. As the cadet battalion commander, her battalion’s daily schedule and other training responsibilities fall upon her shoulders.

“We want them to learn skills, teamwork, leadership skills, the ability to adapt to new environments, new people,” she said. “We want to expose them as much as possible so that they can build as leaders and potentially be great staff and great examples in the community. That’s our job in JROTC to motivate people to be better citizens.”  

Cadet Seaman Michael Tomlinson, a Guam High School freshman, was one of the junior cadets at the training camp. 

“I’m learning how to become more of a leader – how to project and be more professional,” he said.

Tomlinson said he appreciates the opportunity to learn from cadets at other schools that represent different programs. Guam High and Father Duenas are the only two schools on island with a Navy JROTC program. John F. Kennedy has a Marine Corps Junior ROTC program. The remaining schools host Army Junior ROTC programs. 

“I believe it forms a better relationship between the different schools, it connects us all as one unit instead of as a bunch of different programs,” he said. 
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