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Guam Sailors Mentor Island’s Youth
By James Fee
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Santa Rita, Guam (Jan. 25, 2010) –  Sailors from Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Marianas and Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station (NCTS) Guam tutored students of Vicente S.A. Benavente Middle School on Guam during the school’s Saturday Scholars Program Jan. 23.

Saturday Scholars is a six-week mentoring program that helps students improve their basic math, reading and language arts skills.

When Logistics Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Ricky Crews, of NAVFAC Marianas, was an elementary school student in Pensacola, Fla., he saw the difference such a program can make.

“Back in elementary school, I had trouble with my math, and I remember the Navy guys used to come over in their off-time and help me out,” Crews said. “This is my chance to give back now that I’m grown and in the military myself.”

Chief Information Systems Technician (SW) Cesar Cevallos, of NCTS Guam, said he has found it rewarding to watch the students’ self-esteem and academic skills develop as the program progress. This is Cevallos’ second year as a Saturday Scholars volunteer.

“Just helping someone to succeed is basically what I just love to do,” he said. “If I can teach someone how to succeed and give them the tools and the basic learning blocks on how to do it, that’s what I really get out of this.”

Information Systems Technician 1st Class (SW) Brenda Jackson joined NCTS Guam last year after serving with USS Frank Cable (AS 40).  She said she participated in similar mentoring programs with Frank Cable, and when she heard about Saturday Scholars, it was an easy decision to sign up and share her love of learning.

“Sometimes it takes an individual who has a passion for learning, and they see that spark and they say, ‘Hey, I can do this, too,’” Jackson said. “I’m pretty sure that when we taught them, they say, ‘Yeah, this person cares about me and wants to help me.’”

Teacher Aurora Reyes, who has spent 14 years coordinating Saturday Scholars at the school, said she sees the positive impact the program and Sailors have made on the students.

“When their tutor is there … and they get the right answer, they have a feeling of self-accomplishment,” Reyes said. “They’re happy.” 
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
