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Naval Base Guam Youth Programs Director 
Wins CNIC Award
By Jesse Leon Guerrero

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Santa Rita, Guam (Feb. 17, 2010) – Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) named Mae Lizama, youth programs director for Child and Youth Programs (CYP) at U.S. Naval Base Guam, the Navy Youth Director of the Year for 2009. The announcement was made at the Joint Navy and Air Force CYP Conference in Dallas Jan. 28.

The award recognizes the youth director who makes extraordinary contributions significantly impacting the lives of military families using CYP services. CNIC accepted 77 nominees from installations all over the world.

“I am still awed by the whole thing,” Lizama said. “It was a real, real surprise to me.”

Lizama coordinates and plans CYP events and activities throughout the year, while supervising staff at the Child Development Center’s (CDC) School Age Care facility, Teen Center, and Youth Center at NBG, as well as at the South Finegayan Youth Center. Her position puts her in daily contact with children and parents serving in all branches of military service and those civilians employed through Department of Defense.

As a civilian contractor, Lizama said she is grateful for the opportunity to support the military community by meeting their needs.  

“It’s our mission, our goal, our philosophy to make sure that our parents are mission ready and not worry about where their child is at or what their child is doing because they entrust us to care for them,” Lizama said. “We want that relationship, and that is what we have.”

Aside from performing her daily duties with a high degree of professionalism and quality of service, the award required Lizama to demonstrate innovation and to implement programs for Boys and Girls Club of America (BGCA) and 4-H, which both promote positive development of children with adult guidance. 

Under Lizama’s leadership, enrollment in BGCA programs has jumped from three members in 2003 to more than 200 members currently. These programs include classes focused on improving youth fitness, financial knowledge, fine arts, and more. Since fourth quarter 2009, CYP has also begun holding 4-H skill-a-thons, which are hands-on activities that foster the development of youth’s head, heart, hands, and health.

Lizama said she could not have done these programs without the help and dedication of her staff, guidance from her peers and management, and the support she has received from NBG. 

Amy Davis, CYP administrator for NBG, said the award is an example of the contributions Lizama and her staff provide to the base and its patrons.

“I’m just really proud and honored that she received the recognition,” Davis said. “She’s very deserving.”
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