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Guam Sailors Sail at Annual Boat Competition
By Jesse Leon Guerrero
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (Feb. 17, 2010) – Sailors competed at Navy Morale, Welfare and Recreation’s (MWR) Cardboard Boat Regatta held at Sumay Cove Marina on U.S. Naval Base Guam Feb. 15. 

Dozens of family members and other MWR patrons attended the event, which featured paddlers racing their way to a buoy and back in boats made strictly of cardboard and duct tape. 

A three-man team representing Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 1 took first place with a time of one minute and 54 seconds, while U.S. Naval Hospital Guam finished at two minutes and five seconds.

“I think we did pretty good for never doing that before in a cardboard boat,” said Equipment Operator 3rd Class Anthony Lauck, of NMCB 1.

Although they drifted off course for several seconds as they fought the current, the NMCB team regained their control early. Lauck said this is the fifth year a Seabee team has used that particular boat, which is called “First and Finest” and is passed on from team to team as new battalions rotate through Guam. 

Construction Electrician 3rd Class Bob Schiller, one of Lauck’s teammates, said he didn’t have any experience with that kind of race and they didn’t practice before the event. During an unofficial head-to-head race with the Navy hospital, NMCB 1 again finished first. 

“I think it’s just the boat that does the winning,” Schiller said. “We just pilot it.”

Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class (FMF) Phillip Perez, of the Navy hospital, said they named their boat “X Rated” because all four team members work at the hospital’s radiology department. It was only their second year to use the boat, which sported a double hull design. 

“Last year we kind of sunk a little bit, but this year we did great,” Perez said. “We made some improvements. It was a team effort and we just had a good time doing it.”

Perez said the original design took three days to build and used about 30 rolls of tape. This year, Perez said they only had to reinforce it with 10 more rolls of tape.

In the regatta’s individual event, 12-year-old William Cullen took first place as the lone competitor. Cullen, who attends Commander William C. McCool Elementary/Middle School, and his camouflage boat finished at four minutes and 40 seconds. 

“It is fun, just be careful when you build your boat because it will fall apart,” Cullen said.

Aside from the boat races, MWR held a rubber duck race for kids and had inflatable jumpers and snow cones available that afternoon.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 

at (671) 339-3209.

