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Guam School Honors NCTS, NAVFAC Marianas Sailors

By Jesse Leon Guerrero
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (March 1, 2010) – Vicente S.A. Benavente Middle School on Guam recognized Sailors who participated in a tutoring program during an awards ceremony Feb. 27.

The 19 Navy volunteers, who represented Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station (NCTS) Guam and Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Marianas, completed the school’s Saturday Scholars Program, which is a six-week mentoring program that helps students improve their basic math, reading and language arts skills.

For their efforts as tutors and mentors, the Sailors were presented certificates of appreciation and commendation from both the school and the Guam Legislature.

Cmdr. Bill Chase, commanding officer of NCTS Guam, congratulated the Navy group for sharing their time and encouraged the more than three dozen students who benefited from the program to become lifelong learners.

“As Sailors, we learn that we don’t have all the answers and someone may know how to do things better or how to do it faster,” Chase said.

Lt. Ryan Carey, of NAVFAC Marianas, started his guest speaker remarks by advising the student body to continue studying, complete their homework and create opportunities for themselves. 

“Reading opens doors for you and math opens doors,” Carey said. “Right now, what you’re doing helps you see the future to accomplish what you want to do.”

Aurora Reyes, the school’s Saturday Scholars Program coordinator, was appreciative of the Sailors’ willingness to guide students.

“To my military partners, without your help, this program couldn’t exist,” Reyes said.

After receiving his awards, Builder 2nd Class (SCW) Carle Spragle, NAVFAC Marianas, said the program gave him the opportunity to talk about other important lessons he hopes the students will consider. Spragle explained education can involve sports, outdoor recreation and many other positive activities on Guam.

“They’re just kids, so be kids,” Spragle said, talking about what he told the students. “Enjoy life and don’t grow up too fast.”

Following the ceremony, the school hosted a luncheon for the Sailors, students and other volunteers. 
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 

at (671) 339-3209.
