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Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet Visits Guam, Thanks Sailors
By Oyaol Ngirairikl
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (March 5, 2010) – The commander of U.S. Pacific Fleet met with Sailors on Guam during a visit March 4.

Adm. Patrick Walsh thanked Sailors and leadership of Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron (MSRON) 7, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit (EODMU) 5 and Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 25 for their continued service.

Master-at-Arms 2nd Class (EXW) Michael Steffon, of MSRON 7, said Walsh’s visit motivated him and his shipmates to continue to meet their squadron’s mission.

 “It’s good to know that he knows exactly what we’re doing,” Steffon said. “He sees the outcome of our hard work everyday and it reassures us that we’re doing a good job.”

Master-at-Arms 2nd Class (EXW) Jermaine Foreste, with MSRON-7, was leading a classroom training when Walsh arrived to observe and speak to the Sailors. Foreste said he appreciated Walsh’s words of advice and encouragement. 

 “He’s very interested in what we do here and he’s interested in the Sailors that do the job here at this command,” Foreste said.

Sailors at EODMU-5 set up static displays and took the opportunity to brief Walsh about their equipment, safety gear and past deployments.

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technician 1st Class (EWS/SW) Ryan Gilfillan, with EODMU-5, said he appreciated Walsh’s interest in the Sailors and the work they do to carry out the mission.

“It’s always good when people take an interest in what we do, especially people in the upper echelon of the Navy like Adm. Walsh,” he said. “We put a lot into those displays and he seemed to appreciate the time we put into it.” 

U.S. Pacific Fleet, the world’s largest fleet command, encompasses 100 million square miles, more than half the Earth’s surface, from the West Coast of the United States to the eastern shore of Africa. The Pacific Fleet consists of approximately 180 ships, 1,500 aircraft and 125,000 Sailors, Marines and civilians.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office at (671) 339-3209.
