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USO Honors Volunteers on Guam

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Peter Lewis
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (April 12, 2010) – The United Service Organizations (USO) honored its outstanding military and civilian volunteers during the 2010 Guam USO Fifth Annual Gala Salute April 10.

About 400 people attended the event including service members, Government of Guam officials and Guam business leaders.

Guest speaker U.S. Marine Corps Brig. Gen. William Crowe, principal director, deputy assistant secretary of Defense for South and Southeast Asia, Office of the Secretary of Defense, took to the podium and addressed the crowd. 

As Crowe regaled the audience with whimsical stories of his 29 years of service, he pointed out that without families and the USO there every step of the way to support him and his troops, carrying out the military mission would have been much harder.

“I want to thank the families who support our servicemen, along with the USO,” Crowe said. “We can’t do what we do every day without that support.”

USO presented awards and gifts of appreciation to its five volunteers of the year — one civilian and four service members representing the National Guard, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard.  

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (SW/AW) Samuel Ramos Jr. of U.S. Naval Hospital Guam, said though it was an honor to be recognized as the USO Navy Service Member of the Year, the real honor comes from volunteering his time to help his fellow service members.

“Seeing people smile and telling me ‘Thank you for helping me!’ that’s really the reward for me,” Ramos said.

Specialist Philip Cabedo, of Guam National Guard; Tech Sgt. Jason Funk, of U.S. Air Force; Electrician’s Mate 1st Class William Horn, of U.S. Coast Guard; and Nora Cruikshank , a civilian volunteer, were other award-winners.

The ceremony was closed with a surprise as a special award-winner was announced. Senior Airman Anthony Friday of 36th Security Forces Squadron was presented with a special award for his outstanding volunteerism as one of the longest serving volunteers at Guam USO with more than four years of service.

The USO currently operates centers around the world, including numerous mobile canteens, located in the continental United States and overseas. The USO provides a variety of programs and services, including orientation programs, family events, travel assistance, free Internet and e-mail access, and recreation services.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
