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NMC EAD Unit Guam Hosts Change of Command
By James Fee

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Santa Rita, Guam (April 20, 2010) – Cmdr. Jon Grant relieved Cmdr. Lawrence King as commanding officer of Navy Munitions Command East Asia Division (NMC EAD) Unit Guam during a change of command ceremony at U.S. Naval Base Guam Ordnance Annex April 16.

King took command of NMC EAD Unit Guam after it was created from a consolidation of NMC EAD Detachment Guam and Mobile Mine Assembly Unit 8 in October 2009.  Before the command’s inception, King had been serving as officer in charge of NMC EAD Detachment Guam, a post he took on in September 2006. 
Guest speaker Capt. Gary Maynard, commanding officer of Navy Munitions Command, East Asia Division, thanked King for his service and praised him for his leadership over Pacific Fleet’s largest naval magazine during that time of transition. 

“So many things have happened during Lawrence’s time here,” Maynard said. “He was the one that was responsible on the ground to make that happen, and he’s done that flawlessly.”  

Of the many achievements of King and NMC EAD Unit Guam, Maynard highlighted their custodial accuracy of 99.9 percent over inventory; transport of 76,000 short tons of munitions with zero mishaps; and completion of two successful explosive safety inspections with no major discrepancies. 

“Cmdr. King, you have successfully accomplished your mission,” Maynard said. “You have taken care of this Navy family. You have served our Navy and our nation well. Leaving a command that you have nurtured and loved for such a long period of time is never easy. However, you should seek comfort in the knowledge that you have done well, and Unit Guam is better for having had you at the helm.”

Maynard then presented King with a Meritorious Service Medal.

In his farewell remarks, King thanked his family, Joint Region Marianas, U.S. Naval Base Guam, the civilians that work for the command and his crew of Sailors.

“The accomplishments that you guys have achieved in the short six months that we’ve been a unit, and before that, a detachment, it’s just immeasurable,” King said to the crew. “The professionalism that you guys show in everything you do -- I can only say thank you and I am so proud to say that I was your CO.”

After the reading of official orders, Grant said he was honored to relieve King as commanding officer and promised the unit would continue to build on his legacy.

“An inspirational leader and a great mustang, Lawrence has always led from the front with unparalleled distinction,” Grant said. “I am fortunate to follow this dedicated ordnance professional in his lifetime commitment toward Sailors, who has made our Navy stronger and improved our Navy’s reach and warfighting capability.”

Grant comes to NMC EAD Unit Guam after having served as officer in charge of the Ammunition Management Office Pacific (AMMOPAC) in San Diego since December 2007. Prior to that, he served as officer in charge of NMC EAD Detachment Sasebo in Japan.

As a provider of fleet ordnance support for 5th and 7th Fleet operations, NMC EAD Unit Guam is responsible for the proper accounting, safety and intermediate maintenance of Tomahawk missile and underwater mine pre-positioned war reserve stockpiles. It is also responsible for waterfront loading and transshipment operations in support of fleet units and operational forces in the U.S. Pacific Fleet area of responsibility.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
