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Military Members on Guam Support Science Fair

By Jesse Leon Guerrero
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (April 21, 2010) – Sailors from U.S. Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Marianas acted as judges to support Guam public school students competing in a science fair held at Harry S. Truman Elementary School April 16. 

Logistics Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Ricky Crews, of NAVFAC Marianas’ Self Help department, said participating brought back a lot of memories of when he was a student staying up at night to prepare his own science projects. Crews said the science fair is just one of many outreach projects the command participates in throughout the year. 

“It’s important for the Navy to come here to show that we are supportive with helping out the community,” Crews said. 

Crews was one of 15 military and civilian volunteers who worked side-by-side in groups of three to review and grade about 15 projects per group.  

“We’re actually excited because it’s fun,” Crews said. “It’s fun for us also, to come out here and have a good time with the students.”
Lt. Col. Johnny Lizama, Commander, 254th Air Base Group, Guam Air National Guard, said he liked the mix of judges’ backgrounds and experiences, which allowed for a broader perspective for judging. Lizama added that it is important for the military to take time out of their work schedule to volunteer because it lets them interact closely with the school and has a positive impact on the community. 

“We come from the community and we’re always willing to try and give back as much as we can,” Lizama said. “We’re not always inside the gate doing stuff. We’re also out in the community, trying to get involved and help the island grow.”

Elizabeth Reed, Gifted and Talented Education program instructor and science fair coordinator for Truman Elementary, said the science fair encourages students to strive for success and polish their presentation skills, while learning to use the scientific method for understanding the world. Reed thanked the military for their involvement in that process and said she looked forward to more joint efforts.

“I know the military is very supportive,” Reed said. “When we ask, we get help and they’ve always been very supportive of Truman. I’d like to continue those bonds with the military.”
Construction Electrician 3rd Class Jill Johnston, of NAVFAC Marianas’ Self Help department, said she was impressed by all the students, and that the project that stood out most to her involved producing electricity from food. 

“I think the kids are very, very smart,” Johnston said. “I don’t think I would have come up with any of these ideas when I was in elementary school.”

For more information about volunteer projects, Sailors can contact their Navy command volunteer coordinator.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
