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Navy, Air Force Support a Greener Future 
at Earth Festival

By James Fee
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (April 27, 2010) – The Navy and Air Force helped promote environmental awareness during the 2010 Guahan Earth Festival at Gov. Joseph F. Flores Beach Park on Guam April 24.

The Guahan Earth Festival is an annual event, hosted by the Guam Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Guam Energy Office, with members of government agencies, local businesses, nonprofit organizations and the military come out to foster an appreciation of the environment and endorse the preservation of its resources.

“The military for the past couple of years have been involved in this Earth festival with us,” said Lorilee Crisostomo, administrator of the Guam EPA. “They always set up a booth and educate the public that they do their part, cleaning up the properties in the base and, at the same time, they protect the resources that are there. So this whole festival is how all of us play a part in caring for our environment.”

At the festival, Joint Region Marianas (JRM) civilians manned a booth and passed out brochures encouraging recycling and water and energy conservation. The booth also had displays of some of the products JRM is using or plans to use at its installations to become more energy-efficient. These products included solar panels for a 250-kilowatt solar array JRM is building and solar-powered garden lights it is making available for its housing areas.  

Kevin Evans, JRM energy manager, said the military’s participation was in keeping with region and Navy’s theme this April of “Partnering for a Greener Future.”
“We want to show the community that we are good stewards of our resources, show some of the things that we're doing here and show a way we're partnering with our community,” Evans said. “For example, we partner with the Guam Energy Office. We partner with the communities in our sister villages. We want to show that we are committed to a sustainable future.”

Evans said this commitment is evident throughout the Department of Defense (DoD), citing the DoD goal of generating 25 percent of its power from renewable resources by 2025.

The JRM booth also featured a commitment tree, allowing festival-goers to write pledges to help the environment on paper leaves and tape them to a tree display. There were also giveaways made of recycled materials encouraging recycling.

“We're trying to promote the idea that if you recycle, instead of buying new, you're conserving valuable resources, you're conserving water, you're conserving energy,” said Russell Grossley, chief of pollution prevention, 36th Civil Engineering Squadron.  

For more information on what you can do to help the environment or to report waste, call the JRM energy and water waste hotline at (671) 339-7047.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
