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Naval Base Guam Youth Go Green

By Oyaol Ngirairikl
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Santa Rita, Guam (April 27, 2010) – Children on U.S. Naval Base Guam (NBG) learned what they could do to help keep the environment healthy during Earth Day events held on Guam April 21-26.
Earth Day, which was recognized on April 22, promotes environmental awareness and encourages conservation of resources. NBG Child Youth Program (CYP) celebrated Earth Day with a series of activities revolving around gardening.  

"Earth Day is special because it’s the one day when we really focus on environmental issues,” said Therese Meno, CYP recreation specialist. “For us at NBG Child Youth Program, it’s an opportunity to teach the next generation of teachers and leaders about conservation of our resources and maintaining a green world.” 

Mae Lizama, CYP youth programs director, said getting the youth involved in Earth Day activities speaks to the Navy’s theme for this year’s celebration, “Partnering for a Greener Future.” 

“In this case we’re partnering with our youth,” Lizama said. “By teaching them now, we’re helping to instill green habits that will hopefully grow and develop with them as they get older. And 20 years from now, Earth Day will take on a whole new meaning because these kids would have taken it to a whole new level — and it would have been, in part, what they’re learning here with us.” 

On April 21, students in the CYP School Age Care program, which provides child care services for students 5–10-years-old, planted sunflower seeds. On the following day, teachers brought plant seedlings grown at their homes for children to plant in the garden. 

Student Destiny Nicole Moore said she learned a lot during the planting process about where her food comes from. 

“My favorite part was digging the hole and putting the little baby plant in it so it can grow,” Moore said. “When it grows up, it’s going to give us sunflower seeds to eat.” 

In addition to planting activities, Meno said CYP also recycles as part of the Navy’s efforts to conserve resources and reduce their carbon footprint.  
“We have recycling bins that we use for plastic containers, aluminum and paper, and those are a part of the base-wide recycling programs,” Meno said. “It’s great for us because the kids really get into it.” 

One such student is Grace Lynn Cotterell who said she “loves recycling.” 

 “It helps keep the earth healthy, and when I recycle it makes me feel good,” Cotterell said. 

For more information on Navy Earth Day events, visit www.earthday.org/campaigns/navy-earth-day-events. 
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
