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U.S. Naval Hospital Guam Celebrates 
102nd Anniversary of Navy Nurse Corps
Santa Rita, Guam (May 13, 2010) – The Navy Nurse Corps celebrated its 102nd anniversary May 13, and members of U.S. Naval Hospital (USNH) Guam gathered to reflect upon the corps history and its dedication to the nation and her citizens.
Formally established by Congress in 1908, the Navy Nurse Corps has continually provided professional nursing care to and promoted the health of uniformed service personnel, their dependents, and others as authorized by law. In addition, the corps has provided instruction and supervision of hospital personnel in the theory and practice of providing nursing care to patients for more than a century.

USNH Guam honored its Nurse Corps staff with a ceremony and cake cutting, with the most senior and junior Nurse Corps officers doing the honors, on the command’s quarterdeck.

Several nurses said that their hearts were heavy with pride, knowing that they were honoring the nurses that came before them.

“I think it’s great that we get to celebrate our heritage and what we do in the Navy,” said Lt. Jane Stamey, who has been a nurse for 20 years and a Navy nurse for two years.
Capt. Cynthia J. Gantt, director of Nursing Services and the most senior nurse at the hospital, praised her staff for their abilities, and said that they carry on the legacy of the nurses that went before them. 

Gantt said that the hospital is a place “where proactive, patient- and family-centered, compassionate, evidence-based nursing care has been delivered by Navy and wonderful civilian nurses for 99 years.”
Navy Surgeon General, Vice Adm. Adam M. Robinson, Jr., praised the Nurse Corps, in an official message, for their selfless volunteer efforts for deployments around the world, their service in harm’s way, and their courage in providing compassionate health care that sets the world standards for quality.

“Navy nurses are integral to our force health protection mission, assuring warriors’ readiness and wellness are at the forefront of all operational objectives,” Robinson said. “The brilliant accomplishments of Navy nurses have made military medicine the envy of the world.”
In a letter to the entire Navy Nurse Corps team, Rear Adm. K.A. Flaherty, Director, Navy Nurse Corps, said that Navy Nurse care epitomizes a patient focused model, which helps to improve the health and wellness of patients and ensures continued practice excellence.

“We are clinicians and advocates for our patients, we are mentors and leaders for our colleagues, and we are the face of caring and compassion to those affected by armed conflict and natural disaster,” Flaherty said. “As your director, I am proud, I am humbled and I salute you.”

To learn more about U.S. Naval Hospital Guam, visit http://www.med.navy.mil/sites/usnhguam/Pages/default.aspx.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
