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Coast Guard, Navy on Guam Pay Respect 
to Fallen at Sea
By Jesse Leon Guerrero

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (May 24, 2010) – U.S. Coast Guard Sector Guam held a wreath-laying ceremony May 21 off the coast of Guam to remember the merchant mariners who lost their lives at sea.

From the deck of USCGC Assateague (WPB-1337), officials from the Coast Guard, Navy, Military Sealift Fleet Support Command Ship Support Unit Guam, Maritime Prepositioning Ship Squadron 3, Navy League of Guam, United Seamen’s Service Guam, and Seafarers International Union of North America casted the wreath into the Philippine Sea.

Lt. James Rutan, a staff chaplain for U.S. Naval Base Guam, said the sacrifices made by the merchant marine community have made a difference in defense of the nation. Rutan lead the assembled group of about a dozen guests and 18 Assateague crew members in a prayer at the wreath-laying site. 

“They are truly the unsung heroes because they don’t wear the ribbons on their chest,” Rutan said. “They don’t receive all the accolades, but they’re just as important to our strategic mission, our maritime mission.”

The wreath-laying event was held a day before the annual celebration of National Maritime Day May 22. President Obama recognized the occasion with a proclamation that praised merchant mariners as far back as the American Revolution. On Guam, Governor of Guam Felix Camacho also signed a proclamation, especially giving credit to the merchant mariners of World War II. During that war, 6,700 merchant mariners lost their lives.

“We’re honored to do this, because we are mariners and they’re our brethren,” said Lt. Cmdr. James Jarnac, commanding officer of Assateague.

The U.S. Maritime Strategy calls for the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard to work together to ensure six core competencies, which include power projection, forward presence, sea control, maritime security, deterrence and humanitarian assistance/disaster response. While serving aboard Military Sealift Command and civilian vessels, merchant mariners help support this strategy by keeping the ships of these services supplied with ammunition, fuel and food, among other goods.  

As one of the guests aboard Assateague, Rita Miller, president of Navy League of Guam, said it was a privilege to participate in the ceremony. 

“We have to keep our sea lanes open, and we have to support those who keep those lanes open for commerce, and safety and security,” Miller said.

For more information about merchant mariners, visit Military Sealift Command at www.msc.navy.mil.
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