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NMCB 11 Honors Seabee Betty on Guam

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Corwin Colbert
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (June 22, 2010) – U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 honored Guam-native Vicenta Chargualaf Peredo with a wreath-laying ceremony at the Guam Veterans Cemetery June 21.

Born in 1934 in the village of Yona, Guam, Peredo, affectionately called “Seabee Betty” by service members and civilians alike, was a temporary mother and friend to thousands of Seabees deployed to Guam starting in the 1950s until her death in 2003. She hosted welcome and farewell fiestas for Seabees and helped foster a sense of community between military members and the local people. 

Lt. Christopher Sandmel, of NMCB 11, opened the ceremony with kind remarks about Peredo.

“For more than five decades, Seabee Betty has reached out to deployed Seabees,” Sandmel said. “Her warmth and hospitality introduced many generations of military service members to the local Chamorro people and culture.”

During the ceremony, Lt. Cmdr. William Breckinridge, officer in charge of NMCB 11 Detachment Guam, talked about Seabee Betty’s induction into the Seabee Museum in Port Hueneme, Calif., as only the second civilian to receive that honor. He also spoke about how numerous U.S. senators, Chiefs of Naval Operation, and other military leadership recognized her for her community service.

 “It’s remarkable to look back at the life she lived as a friend of the Seabees,” Breckinridge said. “It didn’t go unnoticed.”
Following his remarks, Debbie Peredo-Lujan, daughter of Seabee Betty, thanked everyone for their attendance. NMCB 11 Sailors then placed a wreath on her grave and sung the Seabee Fight song to end the ceremony.
“I really appreciated all the words, and I thank Lt. Cmdr. Breckinridge for having them participate this morning, giving their time to us,” Peredo-Lujan said.

In attendance were other members of Peredo’s family. Her son-in-law, Joe Lujan, said he remembered when Guam Memorial Hospital was short on blood and Seabee Betty reached out to the Seabees. Some time after, the Seabees showed up to the hospital by the busload ready to donate.
“She was a hero to us all,” Peredo-Lujan said. “She was the greatest help to the Seabees.” 

NMCBs have been on Guam since the island’s liberation from Japanese occupation in 1944. Since then, Seabees did the initial construction on the island’s main thoroughfare, Marine Corps Drive, and helped Guam recover from the devastation of typhoons.

NMCBs provide responsive military construction support to Navy, Marine Corps and other forces in military operations, construct base facilities and conduct defensive operations. They are able to work and defend themselves at construction sites outside of their base camp and convoy through unsecured areas. 

For more information about the U.S. Naval Construction Force, visit www.seabee.navy.mil.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
