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Celebrate with the Military During 
Armed Forces Recognition Day on Guam


By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Peter Lewis
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs


Santa Rita, Guam (July 7, 2010) – The local community on Guam will celebrate the military during Armed Forces Recognition Day July 17 at War in the Pacific National Historical Park Asan Beach Unit from 10 a.m. until around 8:30 p.m. The event will be free and open to the public.

“The purpose of this celebration is to acknowledge the positive bond that exists between the U.S. military and Chamorro people,” said Chalan Pago-Ordot Mayor Jessy Gogue. “This is a great opportunity for locals to mingle with the military and learn about their role in keeping this great nation safe.” 

The day’s events will be broken down into three distinct parts. First, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., various commands and units from around the island will host static displays around the park. Some participating commands will include Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron 7, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 5, U.S. Naval Base Guam Dive Locker, Navy Recruiting Station Guam, U.S. Coast Guard Sector Guam, Guam Army National Guard, and Andersen Air Force Base 36th Wing.
The displays will feature things such as firefighting demonstrations, bomb disposal robots, construction vehicles, a rock-climbing wall, and a military working dog demonstration.
“Many service members from different commands and different services will be on hand to interact with civilians and discuss their jobs,” Gogue said. “If you have questions about the military, then come and get them answered.”

Starting at 4 p.m., the 3rd Marine Expeditionary Force Band out of Okinawa will perform live music for the public to enjoy.

“It will be a real honor to have Marines come out and perform for the community,” Gogue said. “The day is about honoring service men and women, but they will truly bless us with their performance.”

Finally, at sunset the National Park Service will host a movie in the park, which, like the rest of the day, will be free and open to the public. The film to be shown will be “Windtalkers,” which deals with battles between American Marine forces and Japanese military forces on Saipan during World War II. 

“This will be a great film to watch, as it deals with events that are near and dear to the hearts of all Chamorros,” Gogue said. “It is a great opportunity to learn about the shared history between the U.S. armed forces and the island of Guam.”

The mayor went on to say that he encourages all locals and military personnel to come out and enjoy the festivities.

“It’s important that we appreciate the role our military plays in protecting our nation and our island and preserving our freedom,” he said. “We are one community here on this small island, so we should all strive to know each other and appreciate what we do for each other.”

For more information on Armed Forces Recognition Day, contact the Chalan

Pago-Ordot Mayor’s Office at 472-8302 or 472-8303, or send an e-mail to ocp.mayor@gmail.com
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-6114.
