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Guam Celebrates 66 Years of Freedom 

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Peter Lewis

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Santa Rita, Guam (July 22, 2010) – Military and civilian personnel gathered at the Asan Bay Overlook Memorial on Nimitz Hill in Asan, Guam, July 20 to honor and pay respect to the service members that gave their lives to liberate Guam from the occupying Japanese forces during World War II.
Valuing Guam as a way-station between Asia and the Americas and hoping to remove enemy forces from the Western Pacific region, Japanese forces landed on and captured Guam from U.S. military forces on Dec. 10, 1941. It would be almost three years before American forces once again arrived on the beaches of Guam on July 21, 1944, to recapture the island from the Japanese.
The ceremony’s keynote speaker, Rear Adm. Peter Gumataotao, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Korea and a native of Guam, said it was an honor to return to the island of his birth and salute the veterans and survivors of such a devastating war.

“They fought hard — all of them. They fought bravely and honorably,” he said. “For those in uniform, do not forget that. You fight hard for this way of life — for what our country represents. And you do it honorably, and you do it bravely.”

Gumataotao praised the Chamorros, the native people of Guam, for their strength and loyalty, even after the suffering they endured at the hands of an occupying force.

“The people of Guam have endured so much, and they have grown. They have become us — true patriots,” he said. “The people of Guam understand what it means to be free.  They understand that you have to take a stand and you have to do something in order for others to be free.”

The admiral went on to advise the current generation to remember the sacrifices of World War II, and to take advantage of the freedoms those sacrifices granted.

“We are the generation that will define the future of our beautiful island. We must seize the moment and honor those who gave their lives and worked so hard to make us free,” Gumataotao said. “We honor them by being the best we can be, and taking that opportunity to celebrate life and embrace life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

After a round of applause for the assembled guests, members of the military community and Guam government participated in a wreath-laying. Several officials, including Guam Delegate Madeleine Bordallo; Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Randolph Alles, director for Strategic Planning and Policy, U. S. Pacific Command; Rear Adm. Paul Bushong, Commander, Joint Region Marianas; Maj. Gen. Donald Goldhorn, adjutant general, Guam Army National Guard, and Gumataotao, rendered honors as a 21-gun salute rang out over the rolling hills of Asan, concluding the ceremony. 
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
