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SPAWAR Commander Visits Guam Facility
By Frank Whitman

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Santa Rita, Guam (Jan. 18, 2011) – Rear Adm. Patrick Brady, commander of Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command (SPAWAR) visited the SPAWAR Facility Pacific Guam in Barrigada as part of a tour of the SPAWAR facilities in the Pacific Jan. 14. The visit was Brady’s first to the region since assuming command in August 2010.

During the visit, Brady addressed the facility’s personnel during an all-hands presentation that followed a luncheon. He began by telling the group of about two dozen civilian employees that the feedback he had been receiving about the facility was positive.

 “Your work is noticed and appreciated by the leadership in the Navy, so I want to make sure that’s passed on,” Brady said. “That doesn’t mean we won’t also get that, ‘Hey, we could improve in certain areas,’ and we should look to do that. But people realize there are a lot of good efforts going on here.”

After the all-hands meeting, Brady talked about the Guam facility and its role in the SPAWAR command. 

“SPAWAR is the Navy’s information dominance systems command focused on CNO [Adm. Gary] Roughead’s vision to achieve information dominance,” Brady said. “The folks out here on Guam are really at the pointy end of the spear for us. They’re focused on supporting the naval and joint forces located here in Guam -- the folks such as the submarines which are deploying, the ships that may visit as well as the joint forces ashore.”

Guam’s location makes the facility particularly valuable for SPAWAR, Brady said.

“The thing that they allow us to do is have a presence out here in the Western Pacific with the forces that are forward deployed. That allows us to more quickly support and align with the forces out here,” he said. “They give us a great opportunity to be able to be with the warfighter and understand the needs of the warfighter and respond quicker to those needs.”

Brady also noted the quality of the Guam facility personnel. 

“As I come here, it’s obviously a very engaged workforce, a very talented workforce and they’re very motivated to support the warfighter,” he said. “So [I’m getting] very positive impressions on the trip.”

During the all-hands, Brady’s presentation was followed by that of Capt. Joseph Beel, commanding officer of SPAWAR Systems Center Pacific since December. Beel also outlined his expectations and priorities. Brady and Beel both took questions after their presentations. They had come from visiting SPAWAR facilities in Japan and were to tour facilities in Hawaii on their way back to the U.S. mainland.

Cmdr. Brent West, officer in charge of the Guam facility, said that the personnel appreciated Brady’s visit.

“The folks here were happy to see him,” West said. “It was an opportunity to meet him and give him an overview of what we do here. And we had covered his commander’s guidance before he came, but it helped to hear him talk about it. It was a good visit.”   
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 349-3209.
