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USNS MAJ Stephen W. Pless Man Overboard
Santa Rita, Guam (Feb. 28, 2011) –  On Feb. 27 at approx. 6:20 p.m. local time, while the Maritime Prepositioning Force Ship USNS MAJ Stephen W. Pless (T-AK 3007) was operating off the coast of Guam, a Merchant Mariner assigned on board the ship fell overboard from the bridge wing of the ship into the water.
The Captain of the ship was notified immediately and a “man overboard” maneuver was promptly executed followed by a search of the area. Two lighted life rings and an orange smoke were quickly deployed. The ship attempted to launch two lifeboats into the water, but due to poor weather and heavy seas, the ship was forced to halt these efforts.

A Guam-based MH-60S “Sea Knight” helicopter assigned to Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 25 (HSC-25) arrived on scene at approximately 7:40 p.m. local time to assist with search and rescue efforts. At 9:50 p.m. local time, the helicopter’s crew sighted the Mariner in the water, but due to continued bad weather in the area, the Mariner could not be recovered.

As of 2 p.m. Guam local time on Feb. 28, the body has been located, but due to sea state, it has not been recovered. Recovery efforts are still ongoing.
Pless is crewed by 26 merchant mariners working for Waterman Steamship Corp, a private company under contract to MSC. The incident is currently under investigation.  
-30-

For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 349-3209.
