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NCTS Guam Holds Change of Command
By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Peter Lewis

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Asan, Guam (April 25, 2011) – U.S. Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station (NCTS) Guam held a change of command ceremony at Top O’ the Mar in Asan April 21.

Cdr. Vincent A. Augelli relieved Capt. William E. Chase III as NCTS Guam commanding officer.

The ceremony’s guest speaker, Capt. Patricia Cole, NCTS Area Master Station, Pacific commanding officer, started things off by explaining the significance of command.

“The privilege of command and the aura that surrounds it is a longstanding tradition in a service characterized by tradition,” she said. “One doesn’t come by it by accident, influence or luck. It is a deliberate search among a professional cadre of exceptional individuals who have demonstrated an ability to meet high standards and capably shoulder unreasonable demands.”

Cole then went on to praise Chase’s time at the helm with NCTS Guam citing his role in consolidating information technology planning between U.S. Naval Base Guam and Andersen Air Force Base; migrating all Guam shore-based commands to ONE-NET; and passing several high profile inspections despite a high operating tempo and while achieving a rate of 99.9 percent communications reliability to 29 commands.

“Bill Chase is the perfect example of what is required,” Cole said. “We have been fortunate to have exactly the right leader at exactly the right time to lead this strategically important command. To succeed in today’s Navy one must do every job well, be persistent, have a bias for action, embrace change and remove roadblocks. Capt. Bill Chase has done this and more.”

Cole then presented Chase with the Legion of Merit Award for his exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services and achievements.

After receiving the medal, Chase credited his award to the excellent staff of NCTS Guam.

“Men and women of NCTS, I am deeply honored to be standing before you today,” he said. “The accomplishments in the citation you just heard are yours. They are a testament to the incredible amount of talent, dedication and teamwork that I have had the pleasure of witnessing over the last three years. You have excelled and you should be justly proud.”

After the reading of official orders, Augelli said that he was humbled by the opportunity and challenges ahead.

“To the men and women of NCTS Guam, I am honored and privileged to join your team,” he said. “In today’s dynamic environment, we will face many challenges together. With a commitment to excellence, a sense of trust and teamwork, we will continue to provide connectivity to the warfighter and the finest information services to our customers.”

Augelli comes to NCTS Guam from Commander, Strike Force Training Pacific where he served as the assistant chief of Staff for Command, Control, Communications, Computers, Combat Systems and Intelligence (C5I). With C51, he led a team that trained, mentored and assessed nine carrier and expeditionary strike groups and amphibious readiness groups in preparation for deployment.

NCTS Guam provides dual-oceanic communication support, multiple networks and high frequency support for the fleet and joint military components in and around the region of Guam.
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