NJROTC cadets gather on board
NAS Meridian for summer camps

By Penny Randall
Editor

As it has in years past, Naval Air Station Meridian hosted
the Area 8 NJROTC summer camps at which hundreds of cadets
attended experiencing the Navy life.

NJROTC Leadership Academy for those age 16-17 in their
second or third year of NJROTC ran June 12-18 with an enroll-
ment of 129 cadets. NJROTC Basic Leadership Training for
cadets in their first year of NJROTC ran June 18-23 with about
100 cadets participating.

The Area 8 district of NJROTC includes high schools in Al-
abama, Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana and Mississippi.

Thomas Fincher, 16, a student at Neshoba Central High
School experienced Leadership Academy.

“I'm learning leadership skills that I will take back to my
unit at my school,” said Fincher who has plans to join the Ma-
rine Corps after high school. “I'm enjoying learning how to
adapt to a leadership role with cadets I've never met before.”

Fincher said the hardest part of the camp has been room
inspections.

Kalan Mason, 17, a senior at Northeast Lauderdale High
School said he enjoyed the drill competitions the most.

“But the galley is a close second — it has great food,” Mason
said. “This camp is challenging, so as a team we have to figure
out what everyone’s weaknesses and strong points are and use
them to our advantage to win honor platoon.”

Mason also has plans to join the military after college. “It
will either be the Navy or the Air Force — I'm still deciding,” he
said.

Three Arkansas cadets win the award for traveling the
longest distance to attend the camp.

Lindsey Kyle and Briar Shaffer, both from Mountain Home,
Ark., and Matthew Farrar from Alma, Ark., drove 10 hours to
reach NAS Meridian.

“It was a long drive, but worth it,” Farrar said. “I've met
some great cadets here that I know I'll be friends with for a long

time. We've quickly become a family and learned how to work to-
gether.”

The three Arkansas cadets are members of Charlie Platoon.

“We won the urban orienteering competition the other day
and it really gave our platoon a big boost,” said Kyle who has
hopes of becoming a Marine pilot.

In addition to academic classes where cadets were tested
individually, the cadets participated in daily personnel inspec-
tions, barracks inspection, military etiquette and drill practices
as a group. The platoons competed against each other in the
physical challenge and the drill competition at the end of the
week. Their individual scores and group scores are totaled to
determine which platoon wins Honor Platoon at the graduation
ceremony.

John Ford, 16, a student at Escambia High School, and

Jinah Burman, 16, a cadet from Navara High School — both in
Florida -- were members of Bravo Platoon.
“I'm really impressed with the camp,” Burman said. “I'm sur-
prised how structured it is -- they keep us really busy. Our pla-
toon is working well together because I think at the beginning
we set goals and wanted to achieve them together — that’s what
NJROTC is all about — working together. Everyone is given a
chance to lead at one point. It’s how you as an individual show-
case your leadership skills that matters.”

Retired Navy Capt. Jimmie Johnson was the commanding
officer of Leadership Academy.

“I think this is the best camp we’ve had in a long time,” said
Johnson, who is the senior naval science instructor at Slidell
High School. “These kids are learning leadership and citizen-
ship skills that they will use their entire life.”

Chris Pendelton, a retired naval officer, was a first time in-
structor at the camp.

“My experience has been great,” said Pendelton, who is the
naval science instructor at Sarah T. Reed High School in New
Orleans, La., where he instructs 120 cadets. “T'o have the op-
portunity to work with these young Americans has just been a
pleasure. This camp has something for everyone.”



