NAS bids Gibson farewell after 3-year tour as commanding officer

By Penny Randall
Editor

Capt. Charles M. Gibson IIT was relieved by Capt. Charles
C. Moore II during A change of command ceremony on board
Naval Air Station Meridian, Miss., July 29, 2011.

Moore takes command of NAS Meridian during the instal-
lation’s 50th anniversary and the Centennial of Naval Aviation.

“It is my absolute honor and privilege to stand before you
today as the 23rd commanding officer of NAS Meridian,” Moore
told an audience of nearly 200 military members, civilians and
dignitaries. “Over the years NAS Meridian has enjoyed an un-
paralleled reputation of success. Sarah and I have been very
humbled by the welcome that we have received from everyone
on the base and in the community. I look forward to continuing
Capt. Gibson’s culture of engagement he has made with the ten-
ant commands and the community.”

Serving as the guest speaker for the ceremony was Rear
Adm. Townsend “Tim” Alexander, Commander, Navy Region
Southeast.

“Charlie, I cannot overstate the impact your leadership has
had,” Alexander said. “You've guided your team through many
changes and significant challenges. The Navy and the local com-
munity are better because of your drive and determination.”

Alexander shared his hopes for the incoming commanding
officer, Capt. Moore.

“Chris, I know you are the most excited person here today
and I congratulate you on this significant milestone,” Alexander
said. “You bring an impressive record of past accomplishments,
and I'm sure you are up to the myriad challenges you will face in
command. I have every confidence that you will provide the lead-
ership and expertise required in the months ahead. Make every
moment in command count; time goes by awfully fast in these
jobs.”

Capt. Gibson served as NAS Meridian commanding officer
from July 2008-2011 managing a $35 million annual budget and
overseeing the completion of $45 million in critical infrastruc-
ture upgrades. During Hurricanes Tke and Gustav his superb di-
rection enabled the command to process and house more than
450 evacuees while ensuring no disruption to day-to-day opera-
tions. His goal-oriented leadership style resulted in more than
619,000 uninterrupted flight operations at two airfields, the

winging of 357 naval aviators from Training Air Wing One, and
the training of more than 14,000 enlisted professionals from
Naval Technical Training Center and Marine Aviation Training
Support Squadron One.

Gibson’s next assignment will be at Joint Functional Com-
ponent Command for Space and Global Strike at Offutt Air Force
Base, Nebraska.

Gibson expressed his sincere appreciation for the hard work
of the command during his tenure at NAS Meridian.

“To all the NAS personnel that made this day possible —
thank you,” Gibson said. “Where does time go? Seems like yes-
terday that I was so excited to get to Mississippi — it was of
course my number one choice. I've been honored to be the com-
manding officer of NAS Meridian — it’s the best tour of my ca-
reer.”

Capt. Moore was designated a naval aviator in January
1991. Following flight training in the A-6E Intruder in May
1994, his subsequent Intruder squadron assignments included
Attack Squadron 95 aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72)
and Attack Squadron 196 aboard the USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70).

Moore transitioned to the EA-6B Prowler in 1997 and then
received orders to Carrier Air Wing 11 aboard USS Carl Vinson
(CVN 70) as an Air Wing Landing Signal Officer in 1998. Capt.
Moore was then ordered to Electronic Attack Squadron 139
aboard USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) where he completed his
fourth Western Pacific/Persian Gulf Deployment in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom in 2002.

Moore went on to command the Fighting Red Hawks of
Training Squadron 21 (VT-21) in Kingsville, Texas, flying the T-
45 Goshawk from May 2006-August 2008.

He has also served on the Joint Staff Directorate of Com-
mand, Control, Communications, and Computers (J-6) and U.S.
Seventh Fleet staffs. Capt. Moore most recently completed the
U.S. Army War College Strategic Leadership class of 2011.

Moore’s military decorations include the Legion of Merit,
Joint Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal, Navy and Marine
Corps Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal,
and various campaign and unit awards. He has accumulated
more than 3,500 flight hours and nearly 700 carrier arrested
landings.



