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Ball to celebrate 
Navy’s 234th birthday

The public is invited to the 
Navy Ball Oct. 16 at the Paradise 
Center.  The ball will honor the 
Navy’s 234th birthday.

No-host cocktails will be 
served at 5:30 p.m., followed by a 
prime rib, Tuscan chicken or Mahi 
Mahi dinner.  

Rear Adm. W. Walter Skinner, 
former Naval Air Warfare Center 
Weapons Division commander, 
will be the guest speaker.  He is 
currently the program executive 
officer, Tactical Aircraft Programs, 
Patuxent River, Md.

Seating is limited, so tickets 
must be purchased before Oct. 
9 by contacting Master Chief 
William Robinson at 939-2239 or 
Senior Chief Marilyn Sinohui at 
939-5550.  

Cost of the tickets are $20 for 
E1-E6, $25 for E7-O4, $30 for O5-
O10, $30 for civilians and retired 
military.

Uniform is Dinner Dress or 
Service Dress Whites for military 
and formal attire for civilians. 

After the meal, dancing 
music will be provided by Good 
Vibrations

NAWS change of 
command

Capt. Jeffrey A. Dodson, 
from United States Joint Forces 
Com ma nd ,  Joi nt  Fut u res 
Laboratory, will relieve Capt. 
Gary C. Peterson as commanding 
officer of the Naval Air Weapons 
Station China Lake Thursday, Oct. 
29, during a Change of Command 
Ceremony on the Administration 
Building’s front lawn at 10 a.m.  
A reception will follow at the 
Paradise Community Center.  

By Renee Hatcher
NAWCWD Public Affairs

According to the U.S. Office 
of Personnel Management, the 
length of service for a typical 
federal civilian employee today 
is about 15 years. Ron Backman, 
NAWCWD’s network security 
off icer, is not your typical 
government worker. With 45 
years of federal service, he is 
fourth on the list of civilians 
currently serving at China Lake 
in terms of time.

“This is quite an achievement,” 
s a id  C a p t .  M a r k  S t o r ch , 
NAWCWD commander. “In 
your role as one of our seasoned, 
experienced employees, you 
inspire people and are a leadership 
example. You have my personal 
thanks for that.”

Backman first came to China 
Lake in 1964 as an engineering 
student in the University of 
California – Berkeley co-op 
program. He completed two, six-
month tours with Environmental 
Testing, known then as Code 
55.

Following graduation in 1967, 
Backman didn’t have any real 
plans so he hopped on his Honda 
90, drove back to China Lake, 
went right to Michelson Lab, 
and found Ed Donahue, who he 
worked for as a co-op student. 
Donahue immediately offered 

Backman a job, and he’s been 
working at China Lake ever 
since in the computer science or 
systems engineering fields.

“This is the finest military lab 
in the world,” he said. “When 
people complain to me about 
problems like lack of funding or 
ridiculous deadlines, I remind 

them of where we work and our 
China Lake heritage. We are a 
world-class organization and we 
need to remember that.”

Back man sa id h is  most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  w o r k p l a c e 

WD employee marks 
45 years at China Lake

By John D. Bennett
Editor

Uncle Sam will not be making an
appearance at this year’s CFC kickoff 
event. NAWCWD Commander 
Capt. Mark Storch, said he believes
his outfit from last year contributed 
to his poor showing in the Famous 
Costumed Tricycle Race.

The annual Indian Wells Valley 
Combined Federal Campaign kickoff 
event will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Oct. 9 on the front lawn of the 
Administration 
Bui ld ing.  In 
a d d i t i o n  t o 
the trike race, 
the event will 
feature hot dogs, 
chips and drinks 
with musical 
entertainment 
and prizes also 
being offered. 
The f i rst  25 
people who pledge during the event 
will get a special prize, according to 
organizers.

“I’m pretty sure that it was either
the pant legs or the coat tail, perhaps
even the hat, that caught the wind
and acted as a sail, knocking me off 
balance,” Storch said of his outfit for 
last year’s race. “As a Naval aviator, 

Photo by John D. Bennett

Capt. Mark Storch, NAWCWD commander, presents Ron Backman a 
Career Service Award from Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus on Oct. 1 
recognizing his 45 years of faithful service - beginning as an engineering 
student - to the Navy and the U.S. government.
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VX-31 Chief Test Pilot Cmdr. 
Brady Bartosh, left, and NAWCWD
Commander Capt. Mark Storch are 
shown in this photo from last year’s 
CFC kickoff event.

‘Devil may 
cry’ at CFC 

kickoff event

See page 
2 for a 

message 
on ‘What 
the CFC 
means 
to me’ 

by Susan 
Walker
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As of Oct. 1, Lockheed Martin 
took over running the Pass and ID 
Office from Linc.  With the change 
in contractors, come changes in 
some operating procedures.

The first change is personnel 
entering the building will need to 
use the North door (in front of the 
building) as opposed to the side 
door on the east side.  The east-
side door will be used for exiting 
the building only.  The reason for 

this change is to prevent customers 
walking down the aisle where other 
customers are talking business to 
Pass and ID representatives, often 
resulting in interrupted business 
or cutting in line.  By using the 
north door, customers will enter 
into the lobby.  Plans are underway 
to create a new entrance on the 
south side sometime in Fiscal Year 
2010.

A second change is with the 

hours the office will be open.  
Effective immediately, the office 
hours will be from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
which means it will be open an 
extra half hour per day.  Starting 
Oct. 16, it will also be open on 
flex Fridays, which will be another 
advantage for its customers.

Quest ions rega rd ing the 
changes can be addressed to the 
NAWS Public Affairs Office at 
939-1683.

Changes to Pass and ID 
Office operations, hours

Ron Backman earns 
Career Service Award
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Naval Air Weapons Station: 
https://www.cnic.navy.mil /
chinalake

Naval Air Warfare Center 
Weapons:

http://www.navair.navy.mil/
nawcwd

What’s Happening? 
What’s Happening is a bi-

weekly electronic newsletter 
designed to pass on information 
to the China Lake work force.

I t  c ome s  ou t  on  f l ex 
Thursdays, the opposite week 
the base newspaper comes out.

 If you have something 
you would like to go into the 
newsletter or newspaper, or 
if you would like to receive 
it direct, you can contact the 
NAWS Public Affairs Office, 
peggy.shoaf@navy.mil

Rocketeer II online:
http://www.chinalakenews.

com

Communication
Resources

Navy Family Ombudsman
NAWS: 

Katrina Schluter, 
(760) 384-8948 

nawsombudsman@yahoo.com 

VX-9:  
Jennifer Connolly, 
(760) 382-9986 

VX9ombudsman@yahoo.com

VX-31:
Nicki Johnson
(760) 939-4682

VX31_ombudsman@yahoo.com

Greetings friends,
The month of October is now 

upon us, a month where we reflect 
upon Columbus’ journey to the 
Americas and upon the birth of the 
United States Navy (NB the Navy 
Ball is October 16 at the Paradise 
Café – get your tickets early!).  In 
addition, on October 29, Capt. 
Jeffrey A. Dodson will relieve 
Capt. Gary C. Peterson as the 
Commanding Officer of the Naval 
Air Weapons Station.  Of all the 
activities/festivities for the month 
of October, perhaps none draws 
more attention than Halloween.  

Originally designed as a religious 
holiday known as All Hallow’s 
Eve, the night of October 31 has 
taken on enormous proportions in 
American culture.  

Some parents actually dread the 
holiday and forbid their children 
to participate.  Others plan for the 
day, months in advance, spending 
large sums of money on elaborate 
costumes.  I tend to fall somewhere 
in-between the two extremes.  The 
Scriptures declare, “Rejoice with 
those who rejoice; mourn with those 
who mourn” (Romans 12:15), so for 
those who get really excited about 
Halloween, I do not want to take 
away their joy.  I am able to laugh at 
the funny costumes that come to my 
door (it may be the only time during 
the entire year that I get to see all of 

the neighborhood kids), and might 
even wear one myself.  At the same 
time, I recognize that the greatest joy 
in life does not come from Halloween 
celebrations.  And for those who 
are concerned about the darker side 
of the holiday, I pass along words 
that God continually speaks to His 
people:  Do not be afraid!  

These are words that God spoke 
to Abraham as he left the land of 
Ur to go on a long journey.  These 
are the words that God spoke to 
Moses as the Israelites prepared 
to leave the land of Egypt.  God 
said, “Do not be afraid” to the 
frightened shepherds tending their 
f locks on a Christmas Eve long 
ago, words He later repeated to 
terrified women standing before 
an empty tomb on the first Easter 

Sunday.   God speaks these words 
to us today.  Do not be afraid of 
the trick or treaters who come to 
your door on Halloween.  Do not 
be afraid of what the future might 
hold.  Do not be afraid if your 
job has been terminated, if your 
marriage is in shambles, or if you 
are lying sick on a hospital bed.  
Do not be afraid of the slanderous 
e-mails or paranoia-triggering lies 
that circulate so often in the e-mails 
of our lives.  Trust in God; live 
your life without fear.   We serve 
One who has overcome the dark 
powers of evil.  This, ultimately, 
is the original purpose behind the 
celebrations of All Hallow’s Eve.  

God’s blessings to you,
Chaplain Roger 
VanDerWerken

Chaplain’s 
corner

By Susan Walker

As some of you may know, I 
am a co-chair with Mara Bowen 
of the Local Federal Coordinating 
Committee — the OPM-mandated 
board that governs the Combined 
Federal Campaign. I’ve been in the 
position since 2005.

Many people have asked me why 
I’m involved with CFC. Sometimes, 
when work gets really crazy and 
there aren’t quite enough hours in 
the day, I wonder the same myself. 
Yet during every board meeting, I am 
reminded that CFC stands for what I 
truly believe in: Serving others, even 
on the days when I’m tired, or feeling 
stretched too thin, or wishing I had 
just a little more time to myself. 

I’d like to tell you a little about 
my life, probably more than you 
care to know, and why it affects 
how I feel about the CFC.

When I was growing up, my 
brother Mark was always in and 
out of the hospital, recovering 
from brain surgeries, learning to 

walk again, in and out of comas. 
He suffered from hydrocephalus, 
otherwise known as water on the 
brain. To pay for his surgeries and 
hospitalizations, my parents sold 
their house; even with insurance, 
their bills were astronomical. 

Mark got better, but what I 
remember most about those years 
was the life he had when he wasn’t 
hospitalized. No one his age wanted 
to accept the kid wearing a helmet 
to school because of a fragile, 
tender little skull.

He grew into an awkward, 
insecure teenager who wore a 
wig to school to cover a bald head 
and scars. Even as a child, my 
heart ached for him. At the same 
time, I also thought back to the 
critically ill children I’d seen in the 
nearby hospital beds. Those who 
would’ve been thrilled to make it to 
school, even with a helmet on, even 
without a friend in the world. They 
would’ve been grateful to be told 
they’d actually live to experience 
those awkward teenage years. I 

learned it’s all about perspective. 
During my senior year in high 

school, I watched my favorite 
uncle die a long, painful death 
from cancer. Shortly after that, his 
wife began having strokes. Before 
we knew it, she too was gone. 
Right around the same time, my 
mother was diagnosed with fairly 
aggressive breast cancer, which 
spread to her lungs. A month after 
her diagnosis, my father was told 
he had cancer. My parents went 
through chemotherapy and radiation 
together. When I was 23, my father 
passed away, yet somehow, my 
mother survived the cancer. Eleven 
years later, she did pass away 
from congestive heart failure and 
complications of emphysema.

When I was 28, my other brother 
Paul was hit by a car while working 
as a guard at China Lake. He 
suffered a traumatic brain injury 
after being thrown 80 feet, landing 
on his head. He spent a month 
in a coma and six months in a 
vegetative state. 

Ev e n t u a l l y,  h e  b e c a m e 
responsive and started spelling 
out things with the aid of a special 
keyboard.  But eating and talking 
never did come, nor did walking. 
Even 13 years later, I still have a 
hard time believing he’s the same 
brother who once was a Golden 
Gloves Champion. Gone are the 
days of watching his fights on 
TV. Gone is his quick wit and 
independence. Now Paul just lies in 
a bed or sits in a wheelchair, and is 
taken back and forth to therapy. 

Occasionally, when I get to 
feeling sorry for myself, I think of 
my brothers and wonder how I can 
be so petty. Again: perspective.

A year after Paul’s accident, my 
only sister took her own life after 
years of suffering with bipolar 
disorder and heroin addiction. I 
learned that a person can be loving, 
intelligent, and talented, yet still 
make horrible decisions. I also 
learned that not everyone has the 

What the Combined Federal Campaign means to me
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2009 |  2010 season at the lancaster performing arts center

Tickets available at www.avsomc.org or the LPAC Box Office: (661) 723-5950 • Adults: $20 | Senior & Military: $18 | Youth: $10

* Present military or company ID at box office to receive your discount. Not valid for online or phone orders.

$10
Adult Admissionfor all Military, DOD, Aerospace and School District employees.*

Join us for a year filled with Musical Milestones
antelope valley symphony orchestra and master chorale

david newby • artistic director

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2009
CURTAIN-RAISER PREVIEW  •  7 PM  |  CONCERT  •  8 PM

NEW FRONTIERS
ANTELOPE VALLEY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Aaron Copland, A Lincoln Portrait
narrated by Dr. Jackie L. Fisher Sr., Antelope Valley College Superintendent/President

Historical photographs accompanying the performance of A Lincoln Portrait 
contain images that may be inappropriate for young children.

Camille Saint-Saëns, Carnival of the Animals
Gustav Holst, The Planets (selections)

accompanied by stunning imagery from the world’s most powerful space telescopes
Imagery courtesy of NASA Dryden Flight Research Center

The AVSO commemorates the 200th birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and 
Charles Darwin, and the 40th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing.
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By Lt. Mark Huber
VX-9 PAO

On a hot Mojave summer day, 
two of VX-9’s senior leadership 
put aside their usual duties to join 
select aircrew for an afternoon in the 
navy’s premier fighter-attack jet.   

Cmdr. Shannon Vanmeter, 
VX-9 maintenance officer, and 
Master Chief Richard Latour, VX-
9 command master chief, donned 
the necessary gear and strapped 
themselves into the back seat of 
VX-9’s F/A-18 Super Hornets for an 
air-to-ground training mission. 

The backseat rider program at VX-
9 is a rare treat reserved for the most 
deserving members of the command.  
Vanmeter, a career maintenance 
officer, manages the tough task 
of keeping VX-9’s aircraft fully 
mission capable while always looking 
after members of the maintenance 
department.  Latour, a former P-
3 crewmember, provides VX-9’s 
sailors with the leadership they 
need to complete their challenging 
assignments in China Lake.  

The aircraft launched to a 
tactical bombing range just east 
of the Salton Sea.  Latour and 

Vanmeter rode along while the 
aircrew worked to perfect their 
dive-bombing on a mock airfield 
in the California desert.  The jets 
then cruised into historic NAF El 
Centro, where they received fuel.  
They returned to China Lake via a 
low-level route that demonstrated 
the aircraft performance at low 
altitudes and high speeds.  

Vanmeter noted, “What the 
aircrew do as they employ the jet 
each day is absolutely awesome.  
I am immensely grateful for this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”  

Vampire leadership gets the ride of a lifetime

“What the aircrew 
do as they employ 

the jet each day 
is absolutely 
awesome.”

Cmdr. Shannon 
Vanmeter

U.S. Navy Photo by MC2 Julian Moorefield

VX-9 Command Master Chief Richard Latour, right, walks with his pilot 
towards the jet on his familiarization flight.

MANILA, Philippines (NNS) 
— The USS Denver (LPD 9) 
Amphibious Task Group, along 
with the embarked 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, arrived in Manila 
Oct. 4 to assist the government of the 
Philippines in their relief efforts in 
the wake of Tropical Storm Ketsana
and Typhoon Parma.

Approximately 2,900 Sailors 
and Marines, along with trucks, 
helicopters and landing craft 
arrived on the dock-landing ships 
USS Harpers Ferry (LSD 49) and 
USS Tortuga (LSD 46).

The amphibious transport dock 
Denver offloaded Marines from the
31st MEU and their equipment Oct. 
2 and continued on to Indonesia to 
participate in Indonesia’s relief efforts, 
following a recent series of powerful 
earthquakes in the country.

“Amphibious Task Groups are 
designed to be flexible,” said Capt. 
Donald A. Schmieley, commander 
of Amphibious Squadron 11. 
“The combination of technology, 
personnel and experience that the 
ATG/MEU team brings with it is 
well-suited for missions like this.”

Sailors, Marines 
arrive in Manila 
for relief efforts



Ana A. Lacy, M.D.
Board Certified Surgeon 

by the American Board of Surgeons

Routine Pap Smears • Gall Bladders 
Mole Removal • Colon Disease

Breast Cancer/Disease
Hemorrhoid Disease • Varicose Veins 

Thyroid/Parathyroid Disease 
Skin Cancer • Abscesses

Chronic Wounds
As well as other common and 
uncommon surgical problems

Medicare Certified
All insurances accepted:

Blue Cross/Blue Shield • Tri-Care
Workers Compensation Welcome

Call for an appointment today!

(760) 371-4600
720 N. Norma, Ste. A

Fax (760) 371-4660

WESTERN HOMES
REALTY

Full Service Real Estate Office
Manufactured Home Dealer

3639 Inyokern Rd. • Ridgcrest, CA

(760) 377-5734

Your Real Estate Specialists 
for the Indian Wells Valley

Whether you are buying or selling your home, 
looking for commercial properties, rentals or a 

developer searching for services,
WESTERN HOMES can help.

Please visit us online at
www.westernhomesridgecrest.com

24 HOURS FOR THE

“SERVICE YOU DESERVE”

Now Doing Property Management
GOOD JOB GREAT MISSION
The Air Force Reserve 

is offering part-time 
opportunities for Navigators with 
excellent benefits, including 
choice of home base, education 
assistance, secure employment 
and competitive pay.

Choose your home base and 
you will not be transferred. 
Receive low cost TRICARE health 
insurance. Maintain retirement 
benefits. In most cases you can 
retain your rank.

Continue to build close 
friendships, serve your country 
and participate in experiences 
unique to the military.

Accomplish extraordinary things 
while you achieve your 
personal goals.

EVERYDAY PEOPLE MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE
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By Sylvia DuBeau
NAWS Deputy Public Affairs

Crowds lined the streets to 
watch in awe as Navy Lt. Ryan 
“Ned” Carmichael flew the F-18 
Super Hornet over Inyokern’s Main 
Street Sept. 24. 

I nyoker n’s  weekend-long 
centennial celebration appealed 
to members of all ages.  The 
com memorat ion i ncluded a 
barbeque, a parade, and a car show 
but the highlight of the festivities was 
the aircraft flyover presented by Test 
and Evaluation Squadron NINE.  
Attracting approximately 500 
people, the amazing aerial display 
became a reality and the signature 
event of Inyokern’s “Hundred Years 
under the Sun,” thanks to the hard 

work and dedication of 35 service 
members assigned to VX-9 and 
Naval Air Weapons Station.   

“My whole family enjoyed the 
show.  It was a thrill to see the Navy 
put themselves on display like that,” 
said a local father, Steven Hall.

Helping Inyokern produce its 
mini-air show is only one example 
of the many contributions the service 
members of China Lake graciously 
provide to the local community 
during their free time.  Although 
only a few hundred active duty 
members are assigned to the area, 
their participation in community 
events, such as last weekend’s flyover, 
has created lasting memories for the 
young and old alike.

“ It ’s  a  t han k you to  t he 
community for supporting us with 
the noise, range and testing that we 

do here.  Other bases do not have 
the benefit of such outstanding 
local support of their operations.” 
noted VX-9’s executive officer 
Cmdr. John “Spert” Speredelozzi.  

Carmichael added, “I had a 
good time.  It was nice to support 
the community that shows us so 
much support.”

A special thanks to those who 
participated; 

Navy.  ABH3 Gina Bannister, 
AMEAN Ryan Bartow, AE1 Ramil 
Bisquera, Lt. Col. Patrick Blubough, 
AT1 Michael Brennan, AM3 Adrian 
Bueser, AE1 Alfredo Carreon, Lt. 
Ryan “Ned Carmichael, PRAN 
Timothy Curry, AW1 James Dick, 
ADAR Jose Flores, AM2 Glen 
Gambler, ABH2 Martin Garcia, 
AO3 Robert Garcia, AC3 Daniel 
Harbough, AO2 Kimberly Kerkhoff, 

ADAR Daniel Loeara, AD2 Thomas 
Medina, AT3 Samuel Morton, 
ATC Mace Riddle, AME2 Antonio 
Sanchez, AO2 Erik Schumacher, 
AT2 Henry Smith, AC2 Antwon 
Taylor, Lt. Jon “JoB” Vanbragt, 
ET2 William Wells, AE3 Jason 

Westbrook.
CLFD.  Battalion Chief Joan Ball, 

Engineer Nathaniel Brown, Fire 
Captain Scott Edwards, Engineer 
Michael Farrell, FF Ryan Hayden, 
FF Mark Szwajkos, FF Mark 
Vradenburg, FF Kevin Watson.

Sky is the limit for Inyokern’s 
hundred years under the sun

Photo courtesy The News Review

An F-18 Super Hornet, piloted by Lt. Ryan “Ned” Carmichael of China 
Lake’s VX-9 Squadron flies over Inyokern at the start of the “Hundred 
Years Under the Sun” parade Sept. 24.

Shopping has become even more 
rewarding with the introduction 
of the Military Star Rewards 
MasterCard. 

Cardholders can earn points for 
purchases made on and off military 
installations, and redeem them for 
exciting rewards, such as airline 
miles, hotel stays, cruise line and 
theme park discounts, restaurant 
gift cards, cash and gift cards 
to make purchases at their local 
exchange. As an added bonus, 

approved applicants who are new 
to the Military Star program will 
receive 10-percent off everything 
the first day they shop using their 
new card.

The Military Star Rewards 
MasterCard is unique in that it is 
one piece of plastic that carries 
two lines of credit: a low-interest 
Military Star private label card for 
purchases made on installation; and 
a powerful MasterCard rewards 
line of credit for purchases made 

everywhere MasterCard is accepted. 
The MasterCard line of credit is 
offered by Chase Bank, USA.

M i l i t a r y  S t a r  R e w a r d s 
MasterCard  customers will earn 
two points per dollar for qualifying 
purchases made at the NEX retail 
or online store, or other qualifying 
on-installation facilities; and one 
point per dollar for purchases made 
at off-installation retail facilities. 
For the first 60 days following 
account approval, cardholders will 

also earn two points total on all 
qualifying MasterCard purchases. 
Customers can begin redeeming 
their rewards with as few as 2,000 
points.  

“The Military Star Rewards 
MasterCard functions as a Military 
Star Card where accepted on 
base and as a Chase MasterCard 
everywhere else,” said Mike 
Conner, NEXCOM’s vice president 
of marketing. “When used on 
installation, it will automatically 

charge the customer’s purchases to 
the Military Star private label line 
of credit, which provides maximum 
rewards points.” 

Cardholders will receive two 
separate billing statements and 
must make separate payments to the 
Exchange and to Chase. Separate 
billing allows customers to better 
monitor their individual account 
activity, and t rack spending, 
rewards points and payments to 
each account. 

NEX introduces the Military Star Rewards Master Card
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Present this coupon 
and receive 

10% off 
your food in Charlie’s 

or Cafe Potpourri

We honor Per-Diem Rates •160 Deluxe Rooms
Banquets & Catering • Room Service

Convention Center • 2 Restaurants • Lounge
Pool Table •  Big Screen TV • Fitness Center 

Heated Lap Pool • Therapy Spa

We Invite you to experience 
Indian Wells Valley’s Full Premium Service Hotel!

901  N. China Lake Blvd., Ridgecrest

760.446.7910
Only 1 mile from NAWS Main Gate

www.carriageinn.biz

Wine Tasting 5-7 pm – Every other Thursday
Blues After Hours – Fridays  5-9 pm

Hair • Nails 
Skin Care
Beauty Supplies

Salon
(760) 375-7508 

Beauty Supply Store
(760) 375-9577

The Beauty Center

Open to the Public

U.S. Naval Museum of Armament & Technology

For Additional Info Call (760) 939-3530
One Pearl Harbor Way, China Lake, CA 93555

www.chinalakemuseum.org

Tour our Museum - visit our gift shop for great souvenirs!
HOURS 10AM - 4PM MON. - SAT.

Tour our Museum - visit our gift shop for great souvenirs!
HOURS 10AM - 4PM MON. - SAT.

Ridgecrest Moving 
& Storage Co., Inc.

880 S. Gateway Blvd., Ridgecrest, CA 93555

CAL PUC T-154377

Call Ken Armstrong
760-375-4133

760-375-7918 fax

Opening event of IWVCA’s 63rd concert season

Chris Brubeck’s Triple Play
with Peter Madcat Ruth and Joel Brown

Funky and Fun Trio - Jazz, Blues, Folk and even Classics

Tues., Dec. 1 GOLDEN BOUGH Presents“A Celtic Christmas”
Acclaimed Trio returns for Christmas program
Mon., Jan. 10 BRAZILIAN GUITAR QUARTET
“Dream Team” of four of Brazil’s top guitarists in a varied program
Wed., Feb. 10 THE PERFECT GENTLEMEN, Vocal Quartet
Vocals,  versatility and vaudeville in melodious music and merry making
Wed., Mar. 11 DAVE BENNETT SEPTET A TRIBUTE TO BENNY GOODMAN
7-piece Jazz combo playing Goodman’s big hits and swing classics
Mon., Apr. 12 DAN FRANKLIN SMITH, Classical Pianist
Sensitive, masterful pianist in music from both the old and new worlds.

I.W.V CONCERT ASSN.
Ph. 760-375-5600 anytime

Parker Perf. Arts Center, Burroughs HS, Ridgecrest 
Single tickets $22 ea. at Red Rock Books & Maturango Museum

$18 if under 21, over 65, or full-time active-duty military
Season tickets save up to 48% on six concerts!

Wed., Oct. 21, – 7:30 pm

Order season tickets from concert office:

450 Seats sold – 150 remain!



navyfederal.org 1-888-842-6328

Life happens. An auto loan from Navy Federal happens faster.
No matter why you’re in the market for a new car, Navy Federal should be your first call. With rates as low as
3.75% APR and an additional ¼% discount** for active and retired military, you’re not likely to find a better loan.
Plus, you can finance 100% of the purchase price, including tax, tags and title. And when you’re pre-approved, 
you have more bargaining power. In short, you’re on the road faster in your new ride. Call 1-888-842-6328 
or visit navyfederal.org to learn more.

3.75%
APR

As low as

*

*Rates based on creditworthiness, so your rate may differ. Rates subject to term restrictions and may change at any time. **Direct Deposit required. This military special is a limited-time special offer and may expire at any time. Applications accepted at a branch and by phone
only. Payment Example: loan amount of $15,000 for 36 months at a rate of 3.75% APR will result in a monthly payment of $442.11. Federally insured by NCUA. Copyright © 2009 Navy Federal NFCU 11300 (10-09)



The Grape Leaf
Breakfast

Omelettes • Pancakes • French Toast & Waffles
Mediterranean Favorites

Beef Kabab •  Chicken Kabab • Lamb Kabab
Pita Sandwiches

Shawarma • Sojouk • Falafel
Burgers • Sandwiches

Dinners
Fish • Chicken • Steak • Spaghetti • Lasagna

760.446.3930
901 N. Heritage Dr. • Ridgecrest, CA 93555

American & Mediterranean Food

The Grape Leaf
Buy One, Get One 1/2 off

Must Present Ad

October 17th & 18th
Sat 11 am – 6 pm • Sun 11 am – 5 pm

Admission • Adults: $3.00
Children 12 and under are FREE (with Paid Adult)

California City Central Park
10400 Heather Ave, California City, 93505

Food • Music • Crafts • Beer Garden 
Live Steel Combat Games

Contact Michele Hornback
760-373-3530 • parksandrec@ccis.com

Please note: Due to city ordinance 02595 CCMC section 7-5, 02 there will be no dogs allowed in the park. Service Dogs are exempt
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Michelson Lab parking 
restricted on weekends

Employees are reminded that 
the Motorcycle Riding Safety Class 
is offered every weekend, and 
parking in the center-east portion 
of Michelson Lab parking lot is 
prohibited to accommodate the 
class.  Please park in the northeast 
and southeast portion of the parking 
lot if working on the weekends.  
Your cooperation is appreciated.

Total Force Strategy and 
Management completes 
second phase of move

The “second phase” of Total 
Force Strategy and Management 
Department moves has occurred.  As 
of  Sept. 29, the Equal Employment 
Opportunity (EEO) and Labor & 
Employee Relations groups have 
moved out of bldg. 671 into bldg. 
456, which is located off of Blandy 
Ave. across from the Paradise Café. 
All phone numbers will remain the 
same.

For further assistance, please 
contact Charity Soules at 939-2434 
(DSN 437-2434). 
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Health

Fire Extinguisher 
Class – Oct. 29

Fire Warden Classes, Oct. 29 at 
9 a.m., NAWS Conference Center, 
Sierra Room and again at 1:30 p.m. 

in the parking lot at Fire Station 
One.  For more information, please 
call 939-2146.
Motorcycle riding safety 
classes offered

To enroll in Navy Region 
Southwest Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation classes, please visit 
http://www.navymotorcyclerider.
com and select “Navy Training 
Registration - Powered by ESAMS” 

at the bottom of the screen to view 
a 90-day schedule.  

Note that you do not need to 
select an option for each and every 
step before searching.  

If you have problems enrolling 

for class you need to contact the 
ESAMS help desk at (865) 693-
0048 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. EST 
Monday-Friday, or 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
EST, on Saturdays.

Training

By Lt. Cmdr. David Noland
Branch Health Clinic

 October is National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month.  The American 
Cancer Society estimates 175,000 
women will be diagnosed with breast 
cancer this year, and about 43,300 
women will die of the disease.  It is 
the second leading cause of cancer 
death in women.  More women will 
be diagnosed with breast cancer than 
any other type of cancer this year.  
During the month of October, the 
American Cancer Society is marking 
National Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, an annual effort to focus 
attention on the disease.

 Breast cancer is a malignant 
tumor that starts from cells of 
the breast.  A malignant tumor is 
a group of cancer cells that may 
invade surrounding tissues or spread 
(metastasize) to distant areas of the 
body.  The disease occurs almost 
entirely in women, but men can get 

it too.  Early detection and effective 
treatment is expected to reduce the 
number of women who die from 
breast cancer, and developments of 
new methods of prevention continue 
to be studied.

Breast cancer can sometimes be 
associated with known risk factors 
for the disease.  Many risk factors 
are modifiable though not all can be 
avoided.  Hormones produced by the 
ovaries, beginning to menstruate 
at younger age, never having 
any children or having first child 
after the age of 35, or beginning 
menopause at a later age all increase 
a woman’s risk of developing 

breast cancer.  Also, a high-fat diet, 
lack of exercise, postmenopausal 
weight gain, drinking alcohol, and 
inheriting specific genes put women 
at higher risk.

Screening refers to tests and 
exams used to find a disease, such 
as cancer, in people who do not 
have any symptoms.  The earlier 
breast cancer is found, the better the 
chances that treatment will work.  
The goal is to find cancers before 
they start to cause symptoms.  The 
size of a breast cancer and how far 
it has spread are the most important 
factors in predicting the outlook 
for the patient.  Most doctors feel 

that early detection tests for breast 
cancer save many thousands of lives 
each year.  Following the guidelines 
given here improves the chances 
that breast cancer can be found at an 
early age and treated successfully.

The American Cancer Society 
recommends the following guidelines 
for finding breast cancer early in 
women without symptoms.  

M a m m o g r a m :  Wo m e n 
age 40 and older should have 
a mammogram every year and 
should continue to do so for as long 
as they are in good health.

Clinical breast exam:  Women 
in their 20’s and 30’s should have a 

clinical breast exam (CBE) as part 
of a regular exam by a health expert, 
preferably every 3 years.  After age 
40, women should have a CBE by a 
health expert every year.  

Breast self-exam (BSE): BSE 
is an option for women starting in 
their 20’s.  Women should report any 
changes in how their breasts look or 
feel to their healthcare provider right 
away.  Report any of these changes:  
lump or swelling, skin irritation or 
dimpling, nipple pain or the nipple 
turning inward, redness or scaliness 
of the nipple or breast skin, or a 
discharge other than breast milk.  

Women at high risk: These 
women should speak with their 
doctor about the best approach for 
them, which may mean starting 
mammograms at a younger age 
and/or more frequent exams.

If you would like to learn more 
about breast cancer or screening, 
please contact the Branch Health 
Clinic.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month

By Tyler Patterson
TriWest Healthcare Alliance

“You have breast cancer.”
A diagnosis of breast cancer 

can be one of the most terrifying 
experiences of a person’s life. Even 
if you’re expecting it, you’re braced 
for it and you’re simply waiting for 
the confirmation, not much else in 
the world can change your life as 
completely as those four words.

In such a trying time, it’s good to 
have the support of your family and 
your friends—and your TRICARE 
benefit.

TRICARE Prime, Standard 
and Extra beneficiaries are entitled 
to a preventive breast cancer 
examination every year beginning 
at age 40. Beneficiaries identified 
as being at high risk for breast 
cancer (due to family history, 
etc.) are covered for annual exams 
beginning at age 35. These exams 
offer your best chance at detecting 
breast cancer early, when it is most 
easily and effectively treated. In 

fact, when detected early, the five-
year survival rate for breast cancer 
is 98 percent.

Following your diagnosis, your 
doctor will likely present you with 
several choices for treatment. 
TRICARE covers most options, 
including mastectomy (the surgical 
removal of the breast), radiation 
therapy and chemotherapy. Each 
of these procedures has its own 
unique risks and benefits; be sure 
to discuss your options in detail 
with your doctor.

TRICARE is also there to help 
with your post-procedure recovery. 
If your treatment option results in 
hair loss, TRICARE will cover the 
cost of a wig. If you elect to have 
a mastectomy, TRICARE covers 
reconstructive breast surgery, as 
well as two initial mastectomy 
bras and two replacement bras per 
calendar year. 

Visit www.tricare.mil for more 
information on your TRICARE 
benefit. To learn more about breast 
cancer, visit www.cancer.org. 

After your breast 
cancer diagnosis: 

What next?

Breast cancer can sometimes be associated with known risk 
factors for the disease.  Many risk factors are modifiable 
though not all can be avoided. 



Conference Location:

114 Gemstone Street
For more information and a brochure, 
please call (760) 371-1689.

Who hasn’t been confused
about the relationship
between our faith and our
feelings?

The way we feel about God is 
far more important than how
we think about God, isn’t it? 

If we see truth clearly, we
must feel it.

Emotions are a vital part of
what it means to be a human
being made in the image of
God and redeemed in Jesus
Christ.

So what is the proper place
for emotions in a Christian’s
walk of faith?

Come join us as we explore 
our Feelings and Faith.  Our 
Guest Speaker is Dr. Brian
Borgman, author and
pastor.

There is no cost for the 
conference and Childcare
is provided.

For Matters of the Gut!

HIGH DESERT
GASTROENTEROLOGY

HHH HIGHIGH DDD TESERTESERT
GAASTROENTEROLOGY

ALL MAJOR INSURANCE ACCEPTED INCLUDING TRICARE

760-375-3090760-446-2196

In Ridgecrest 
(Dr.Tyagi - Tues / Dr “Peru” - Weds)

900  N Heritage Dr., Ste A

in Ridgecrest (Mon & Fri) 
1535 N China Lake Blvd., Ste B

Board Certified in
Gastroenterology & 
Internal Medicine

Board Certified in
Gastroenterology & 
Internal Medicine

Board Certified in
Gastroenterology & 
Internal Medicine

K. Perumalsamy, MDP. Dharmaraja, M.D. Vivaik Tyagi, MD

What does your gut tell you?
Stomach pain, Heartburn, Swallowing troubles, Bleeding, 

Constipation, Diarrhea, Gallstones & Pancreatic problems.
Acid Reflux & Colon Cancer Screening

Depend on the Stomach Specialist
Cutting edge diagnostic & therapeutic evaluations, 

including upper Endoscopy & Colonoscopy
Procedures can be done locally
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News

ability to make the same choices in 
life that I might. I learned, “There 
but for the grace of God go I.”

After sharing such personal 
things about my family, I hope 

you understand that none of this is 
meant to drum up sympathy. It’s 
to explain that I give to the CFC 
because I am keenly aware of my 
blessings and all the good in the 
world around me, along with the 
bad. I understand the fragility of 

life and that everything can, and 
often does, change in an instant. I 
understand that there are many who 
are much worse off than I am. Not 
necessarily because of poor choices, 
but instead, due to unpreventable 
circumstances. I know that I may 

not have a prestigious career, a 
fancy home or be the envy of those 
around me, and yet it feels great 
to know that I can still make a 
difference through the Combined 
Federal Campaign. And, for that, I 
am grateful.

CFC, from page  2

accomplishment didn’t have 
anything to do with engineering. 

“It was only a six-sentence 
suggestion but I’m quite proud of 
it,” he said. 

In the ‘80s, Backman submitted 
a handwritten beneficial suggestion 
on the back of the base phone book 
that developed into the Federal 
Credit Card Program.  

“I thought, when you buy 
small things (under $2,500), you 
shouldn’t have to go through a 
nine-part stub like you are buying 
an airplane,” Backman said. His 
suggestion was researched and 
matured into the current credit 
card buying system. “We saved 
nearly $2 million the first year in 
admin costs alone.”

In the early ‘70s, Backman 
changed life aboard USS Kitty 
Hawk for its Sailors by developing 
an information management system. 

He took their manual process and 
completely automated it.

“I got my sea legs by spending 
nine months on the Kitty Hawk,” 
he said. “It was then that I began 
to appreciate their world, and 
realized that everything we do 
here is for the warfighter.”

Since graduating from college, 
Backman has only spent one year 
away from China Lake. That was 
to teach school in Africa at the 
request of his uncle, a missionary 
in Liberia at the time. While in 
Africa, Backman had a bout with 
malaria but said his whole attitude 
shifted during his time there. 

“I realized then that it’s not 
necessarily what product we 
provide for the nation or even the 
Navy,” he said, “it’s more about 

what do we do for the guy next 
door, the local mission. I can’t 
solve the problems of the world 
but I can help take care of those 
within arms-reach.”

In his time at China Lake, 
Backman has noticed a change in 
the work force. 

“It’s more bureaucratic than 
we used to be, and there are more 
rules,” he said. “The independent 
thinkers are stifled, and I don’t see 
as much risk-taking now.”

Backman advises those just 
entering the work force to “find an 
organization where the people are 
willing to take a chance on you, 
support your passion, and defend 
you against the bureaucracy.”

His plans are to retire within a 
year. “I think I’ve done my term 

with the government,” he said, “I’m 
not going to stop working; I’m just 
going to do something else.” 

That something else may be in 
either education or business, or as 
a consultant.

“My body may be old but my 
mind is still going 100 mph,” he 
said.

At 64, Backman, who has 
scaled Mt. Whitney three times, 
has traded hiking and motorcycle 
riding for gardening and playing 
the keyboard in his church choir. 
He and his wife Sharon, who 
retired from China Lake after 28 
years, are preparing for their first 
grandchild in October.

“ Pa s s io n  i s  t he  ke y  t o 
Motivation” is written on the 
whiteboard outside of Backman’s 
office. “This is a quote I have 
lived by,” Backman said, “and it 
summarizes why I worked here 
for 45 years.”

Backman, from Page 1
“My body may be old but my mind is 
still going 100 mph.”

On Sept. 11, a team of individuals
representing a cross-section of the 
security community met and,
within a three-hour period, created 
a way to transition the processing 
of classified NAWCWD visitors 
at China Lake from NAWS to
NAWCWD cont rol. Through 
the use of continuous process 
improvement tools, the team’s new 
design should be customer friendly 
to all. Black Belts Debby Clark 
(7.0) and Katie Smith (4.1) led the
mapping exercise.  

The process being transitioned 
from the NAWS def ines how 
classified visitors obtain badges to 
visit NAWCWD China Lake. The 
process is for official, NAWCWD
classified visitors and applies to 
both DoD or contractor personnel.
When a classified NAWCWD visit
is required, the visitors coordinate 
with local NAWCWD personnel 
by ensuring their clearances are
available in the Joint Personnel 

Classified 
visitor process 
for NAWCWD 

defined 

VISITOR, page 11
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I know the danger wind can pose, 
so I’ll likely be wearing a flight suit 
for the race.”

Storch will be facing off 
against a diverse crowd of riders 
representing civilian and military 
leadership for the coveted trike 
race trophy. His competition 
includes last year’s winner VX-
31 Chief Test Pilot Cmdr. Brady 
Bartosh and China Lake Chaplain 
Cmdr. Roger VanDerWerken.

“Unless he can acquire JATO 

bottles for his three-wheeled 
chariot, it really won’t matter what 
he wears,” scoffed Bartosh. “That 
said, considering the nature of 
our work here at China Lake and 
his exalted position of leadership, 
he may actually have some luck 
getting hold of some JATO bottles 
… I’m still not worried though.”

VanDerWerken said that while 
Dust Devil Bar tosh may not 
literally go down in flames, he and 
Storch could still be facing divine 
retribution.

“Far be it for me to question 

Captain Storch’s patriotism or 
Bartosh’s spirituality,” he said. 
“The Lord works in mysterious 
ways and the devil may cry.”

CFC, begun in the early 1960s 
to coordinate the fundraising of 
various charitable organizations, 
is the only authorized solicitation 
of federal employees in their 
workplaces on behalf of approved 
charitable organizations. The 
campaign allows employees to 
contributions to various local, 
state, national and international 
charities and organizations through 

payroll deductions. The Local 
Federal Coordinating Committee 
is responsible for oversight of the 
local campaign and is comprised of 
China Lake federal employees and 
non-China Lake federal employees. 
The committee also organizes the 
kickoff event and related activities.

For more informat ion on 
donating to the CFC, contact 
your keyworker or LFCC Chair 
Mara Bowen at 939-2356 or mara.
bowen@navy.mil or Susan Walker 
at 939-7426 or susan.walker@
navy.mil.

Event, from Page 1

October is Energy Awareness 
Month. NAWS China Lake and the 
NAVFACSW Utility and Energy 
Management Staff would like to 
encourage everyone to think about 
ways they can contribute to the goal 
of improved energy efficiency.

The UEM branch has many 
energy related projects that have 
either been recently completed, 
under construction, or planned 
in the near future. These projects 
provide a good foundation for 
reducing energy use. However, a key 
component of energy conservation 
requires the involvement of the 
many individuals that work at the 
thousands of facilities at China 
Lake. It is their efforts that help 
ensure that buildings are operated 
efficiently.

Energy conservation is not 
about doing without. It is primarily 
about eliminating wasted resources 
(energy and water).

This year China Lake will be 
hosting a Navy Energy Awareness 
Golf Tournament at China Lake 
on f lex Friday, Oct. 30.  It will 
be a scramble format with each 
hole challenging each team with 
an energy awareness question.  
There will be a prize for closest to 
pin and for first, second, and third 
place. Awards will be presented at 
lunch by PG&E and SCE after the 
scramble.

One of the best audiences for 
energy awareness is through the 
base school age care program 
Moving On Up.  China Lake energy 
management staff will show a short 
video about what kids can do to 
save water and electricity to share 
with their families.  We also do a 
“show and tell” presentations that 
involve some hands on education.  
Finally, we hand some Energy 
Awareness goodies for the kids to 
take home.

This year,  China Lake is 
receiving two awards for its 
efforts to manage energy and 
water resources. One is a gold level 
of achievement from SECNAV 
and the other is a FEMP (Federal 
Energy Management Program) 
award for our efforts in renewable 
energy.

October 
is Energy 

Awareness 
Month

By Theresa Goldstrand, 
Weapons Engagement Office

China Lake programs have had 
a far-reaching positive impact on 
the warfighters since its humble 
beginnings in 1943.  This tradition 
cont inues with the Tact ical 
Dissemination Module/Rapid 
Precision Targeting System known 
as TDM/RPTS, and its integral 
software applications that were 
developed at China Lake. In simple 
terms, TDM provides a more 
efficient method of generating 
and distributing digital strike-
planning products over a shooter-
specific data link.  TDM/RPTS 
has supported three operational 
deployments: Operation Allied 
Force, Operation Southern Watch, 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom.  In 
2004, the TDM mission evolved 
to suppor t ground forces on 
patrol with imagery products.  It 
also served as relay and backup 
communications to coalition and 
U.S. P-3 reconnaissance aircraft 
(and was used during the last 
deployment of the F-14 Tomcat).

The process of relaying time-
critical targeting information 
to the shooter, in the sensor-to-
shooter context, was historically 
accomplished using voice-only 
communications.  Information that 
was passed in this method included 
target location, target description, 
and possible threats in the general 
target area.  In addition, the system 
has supported over fifty time-
sensitive-target advanced concept 
demonstrations, including the Joint 
Expeditionary Force Experiment 
in 1998, 1999, 2000 and 2002.  The 
TDM/RPTS was also deployed 
to Southwest Asia in 2002.  A 
critical component of TDM is 
an integral software package, 
the Target Package Generator.  
TPG was used in the Combined 
Air Operations Center at Prince 
Sultan Air Base, Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia.  Another element of 
TPG is the Forward Dissemination 
Element  that was deployed to Ali 
Al Salem, Kuwait, to maximize 
our troop support to various line-
of- sight links. 

T D M / R P T S  s u p p o r t e d 
warfighter interdiction re-roles 

and assisted in imagery relay from 
air cable aircraft for transmitting 
weapons of mass destruction site 
imagery after the fall of Baghdad.  
TDM continues to adapt and 
is now used for Intelligence, 
Surveillance, and Reconnaissance  
missions.  TDM Detachments 
are the dissemination point for 
multiple ISR products from the 
“eyes in the sky” P3-Cs, to ground 
collection and command-and-
control sites.  TDM, working with 
P3s, have conducted operations 
supporting counter-improvised 
explosive devices, raids on 
suspected enemy positions, and 
have mission operations located 
in Iraq, from southern to western 
provinces.  

Peter Lesniak oversees the TPG 
program as the Network Enabled 
Weapons Portfolio Manager and 
has been intimately involved in 
TDM and RAIDER/TPG since its 
inception.  Lesniak has fostered 
NAWCWD’s role in developing 
and deploying TDM, along with 
subject matter experts (SMEs) 

who operate the systems and 
also train their replacements.  
This important work, created at 
NAWCWD has had a profound 

positive impact to the warfighter 
and set the stage for the horizontal 
integration movement between 
our allies and sister services. 

TDM assisting the Sensor-To-Shooter Warfighter

Randall Persico and Joshua Madison monitor correspondence from WRC at China Lake.

Lt. Brent Bassham, foreground, is shown operating TDM in Iraq.

Hard hats, they’re 
not just for 
decoration
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Photo by Rose Thyne

Fifty two out of 94 walls for the Weapons and Armaments Technology Center (P-745V) are tilted up in place 
on Sept. 22 and 23 as construction continues on schedule. The concrete for these panels, weighing between 
40 and 65 tons, was poured at night so the heat of the day would not impair the curing process, which takes 
about one week. The rest of the walls for P-745V, located at the corner of Knox and Blandy, are scheduled
to go up later in October. The technology center is a 177,000-square foot facility that will house engineering 
labs, modeling and simulation facilities. It will also include logistics and conferencing capabilities. This $60 
million project should be ready for its occupants in the fall of 2010. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations
announced Sept. 30 that the new facility will be named the Dr. William B. McLean Laboratory.

W&A Technolog y Center takes shape

Verizon, by direction from 
the California Public Utilities 
Commission, is implementing an 
area code overlay for the 760 area 
code that affects dialing from On-
Station to local numbers.

An overlay occurs when two 
different area codes exist in the 
same serving area.  The existing 760 
area code will have an overlay of 
area code 442 beginning November 
21, 2009.  An example of an overlay 
would be 760-375-1234 and 442-
123-4567 with both numbers within 
the Ridgecrest serving area.  

There is no time frame when 
the Ridgecrest area will start using 
the 442 area code but the dialing 
requirements begin Oct. 24.

I ns t r uc t ions  for  NAWS 
Telephone Users with Prefix 
939-XXXX:

*Mandatory 11 digit dialing 
takes effect:  12:01 am, Saturday, 
Oct. 24

*Personnel MUST dial 11 digits 
for all Local calls “OFF Station”

*There will be no change to how 
FTS, DSN, or 939 to 939 numbers 
are dialed.

Commercial/Local 89 + 11 
digit number (1-760-375-1234) for 
Local calls

89 + 11 digit number (1-800-
123-4567) for Long Distance Toll 
Free

Commercial long distance 
TOLL calls will remain blocked

FTS/Long Distance 87 + 10 
digit number (805-989-1234) for 
Long Distance Toll calls

[The 87 sequence automatically 
shifts to long distance and therefore 
the “1” is not required so only 10 
digits are needed]

DSN 8 8  +  D S N  n u m b e r 
[11 digits not required, private 
network]

ON Station Calls retain the same 
dialing plan (939-1234 to 939-5678) 
no area code is required.

Voicemail - seven digit number, 
939-3000  

Instructions for Cel lular 
Phones:  

The area code will be required 
on all numbers; the cellular 
communications system design 
does NOT require a one (1) before 
the number so only 10 digits are 
needed.

Instructions and Reminders 
for 760 Area Code Users External 
to NAWS:

To prepare for the area code 
overlay, residents and businesses 
in the 760 region should:

* Begin dialing 1 + area code + 
telephone number for all calls. 

*  No t i f y  a l a r m  s e r v ic e 
providers.

* Reprogram equipment or 
features including automatic dialers, 
speed dialing, call forwarding, 
modems for computer or internet 
dial-up access, etc. 

* Advise family, friends, and 
business contacts to dial 1 + area code 
+ telephone number for all calls. 

* Ensure that security door and 
gate systems are reprogrammed 
to dial 1 + area code + telephone 
number. 

* Test telephone equipment to 
determine if it can dial and receive 
1 + area code + telephone number. 
Questions regarding changes in 
telephone equipment should be 
directed to telephone equipment 
vendors. 

Lt. Cmdr. Ben Miller
FEAD China Lake

Si nce  t he  beg i n n i ng  of 
the calendar year the Facilities 
Engineering and Acquisition 
Division of the Public Works 
Department, China Lake, issued 
22 Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command Safety Through Awards 
and Recognition (STAR) certificates.  
This prestigious recognition reflects 
the dedicated efforts of seven 
different construction contractors 
at China Lake and is awarded only 
to those companies which have 
demonstrated a corporate proactive 
safety posture throughout the life 
of their construction contracts.   
This award also spotlights safety’s 
significance, the command level 
interest it receives, and its daily 
importance to both government 
employees and contractors.

As one can imagine construction 
can be a very dangerous evolution, an 
orchestrated event where equipment 

and material are always on the move 
and the risk is high.  NAVFAC’s 
STAR program recognizes the extra 
effort each contractor has shown in 
their commitment to safety.  With 
the Base Realignment and Closure 
construction program in full swing 
at China Lake — a quadruple 

increase in historical construction 
activity — safety becomes more
and more important every day. All 
22 STAR certificates are a testament 
to the safety conscientious of the
many contractors at China Lake.
A mindset the Navy can truly be
proud of.

Verizon overlay for 760 
area code customers:
Instructions for NAWS 

telephone users

China Lake 
contractors 
recognized 
for safety

Photo by Nathan Novark, FEAD China Lake

In a small ceremony recognizing five safely executed construction 
projects, Mike Spencer, left, Construction Superintendent for Rockwood 
General Contractors Inc. accepts a NAVFAC Safety Through Awards 
and Recognition (STAR) certificate from Lt. Cmdr. Ben Miller, FEAD
China Lake. Rockwood’s five certificates were the most given by the 
China Lake FEAD to any one contractor in a single day.

Adjudication System, a visit request 
is prepared by the local NAWCWD 
code/POC, and thereafter sent to 
Security (Code 7.4). Security will 
check for a visit request and verify 
clearance information and thereafter 
forward the visit request to NAWS 
Visitor Control personnel, who 
will prepare a badge. Security will 
confirm to the local code that the visit 
request has been forwarded. 

The new process goes into effect 
on Oct. 1. Improvements will be 
made as necessary to ensure that 
the process is efficient and effective 
for NAWCWD.

Questions regarding the process 
can be addressed to John Trowbridge, 
NAWCWD 7.4 Security, 939-
0987.  Other commands onboard 

NAWS China Lake who may have 
questions on processing classified 
visitor requests should contact their 
security officer.

“It was good to gather the 
experts to have them help develop 
the process,” said John Trowbridge, 
NAWCWD 7.4 Security. “I am 
encouraged that we can use 
CPI tools and create or improve 
something in such a short time, 
and I will use CPI on other security 
processes in the future.” 

If anyone needs to reach out to a 
Continuous Process Improvement 
resource at NAWCWD, please 
contact CPI Deployment Manager 
Bill Sumners at (760) 939-0449. 
Bill will work with project sponsors 
to find the right person to help the 
organization.

Visitor, from Page 9

Falling objects can be brutal if you don’t protect your noodle.



To advertise in the Worship Directory 
please call toll free (877) 247-9288.

Sunday
8:00 am Firm Foundation Bible Study

 9:30 am  Prayer
 10:00 am Worship Service

(Ministry for children provided for the above 
services from birth - 6th grade)

Tuesday  -  
 7:00 pm Youth Group 12-18 yrs
Wednesday
 7:00pm All Church River Wed.
 (1st Wed. of the Month)

9:00am Morning Home Group
 (All other Wednesdays – Gatehouse)

7:00pm Home Group
 (2nd - 5th Wednesdays)
 7:00pm Hispanic Home Group
 (2nd - 5th Wednesdays)

Desert Christian Center
100 E. Bataan

Ridgecrest, CA  93555
(760) 375-9954

(Across from Walmart)
www.desertchristiancenter.org

Come and Worship 
With Us...

There’s a River in 
Ridgecrest!

(ELCA)

GRACE
LUTHERAN CHURCH

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:00 am Holy 

Communion Service
10:30 am Celebration Service

with Holy Communion

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
9:15 am Classes for all Ages

Lovingly Staffed Nursery w/pagers

Visit our website at
www.gracelutheran.org

“COME SHARE THE SPIRIT”
Rev. Mark Rowland uPastor

Lynnette Wilson u Youth Director
502 N. Norma St. u (760) 375-9768

In Ridgecrest

sunday school 9:00am

worship 10:30am

Cornerstone Bible Church

114 A, B, and C Gemstone Street

Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Church Office: (760) 371-1689

We invite you to come join us as we read, sing, pray and teach the Bible

China Lake Baptist Church is a place where you can experience the truth 
and power of God’s Word. We invite you to come and discover the joy 
of being involved in a Bible-believing church that seeks to reach people for 
Christ and provide a Biblical foundation for life.

Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.  • Morning Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service  – 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer & Bible Study – 6:00 p.m.

China   Lake

Baptist  Church

1313 N. Norma St. • Ridgecrest
(Sierra Vista Center)

(760) 977-8516
Pastor Jason W. Heneise

pastor@chinalakebc.org

www.chinalakebc.org

Visit our Web Site at www.rcnazarene.org

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
571 No. Norma Street • 375-4433

Sunday
9 a.m.  Worship
10:45 a.m.   Sunday School for all ages
6 p.m.  Evening Praise Service/Children’s Church

Wednesday
9 a.m.  WOW - Women’s Bible Study
11:00 a.m.  Adult Bible Study
6:15 p.m.  Caravan 4 years - 6th grade
6:15 p.m.  Jr./Sr. High Youth Group

James L. Goss, Pastor
Gregory Griffin, Children’s Pastor 

Worship 
Directory

All Souls’ 
Episcopal Church

Welcomes You
Join us for worship

Every Sunday at 5 p.m.
The Rev. Linda Huggard, Vicar

Historical Society Building
230 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

Ridgecrest, CA 93555
For informa on call:

(760) 499-1493 or 
(760) 384-4556

All Souls’ Episcopal Church 
is a member of the worldwide 

Anglican communion.
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Leave Transfer Program - The employees listed have been approved as leave recipients under the Leave 
Transfer Program.  These employees have exhausted annual and sick leave because of medical emergencies 
and anticipate being in a leave-without-pay status for at least 24 hours.  Employees who wish to help a leave 
recipient may donate annual leave to the employee by submitting a completed OPM 630-A Request to Donate 
Annual Leave (Within Agency) form.  Send your completed form to Code 731000D Stop 1316, Attn:  Susan 
Haynes, or you can fax to 939-1173.  For more information regarding the Leave Transfer Program, please 
call Susan Haynes at 939-3892 or DSN 437-3892. The 2009 leave year ends on Jan. 2, 2010.  

NAME    CODE  
Altic, Bonnie A.   J24000D
Breitengross, Rick A.  PWC
Davis, Douglas N.  451200D
Farmer, Aubrey D.  478200D
Franco, Maria E.   412000E
Jones, Donald T.   475100D
Lake, David R.   451200D
McCormick, Michelle M. NAVFAC FEAD Office
Park, Susan G.   52100MD

NAME    CODE 
Rochin, JoAnne G.  485500E
Rodriguez, Mark A.  475200E
Rodriguez, Patricia  658300E
Ross, Deborah E.   414300D
Spurgeon, Melody C.  472200D
Sumners, Justin W.  475100D
Tomlinson, Ronald S.  47330MD
Turbett, Jennifer J.  52J400D
White, LuChrisa A.  N3030WN
Wirtz, Anne Marie  4J2400D

Leave Transfer Program

Applications are currently being 
accepted for the fall 2010 academic 
year for the California State University 
special admission program. CSUSAP 
is a full-time education program open 
to transitioning service members 
and honorably discharged veterans.  
The program waives California 
State University’s formal admission 
process and gives applicants special 
consideration due to their veteran 
status. The program is designed 
to improve support for service 
members and veterans interested 
in earning a baccalaureate degree 
from participating California state 
universities. 

Selectees are expected to 
attend a full-time, year-round 
study at one of the following 
CSU schools:  Channel Islands, 

Chico, Dominquez Hills, Fresno, 
Fullerton, Humboldt, Long Beach, 
Los Angeles, maritime Academy, 
Monte rey Bay,  Nor th r idge , 
Pomona, San Diego, San Jose, San 
Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma, 
and Stanislaus. 

Service members and veterans 
interested in applying are requested 
NOT to contact the CSU campuses 
or CSU staff directly.  

Navy service members and 
veterans should contact Mr. 
Raymond Sayre, Navy College 
Off ice at  DSN 526- 4920 or 
commercial (619)556-4920 or 
Raymond.Sayre@navy.mil.

Marine Corps service members 
and veterans should contact Major 
Carl Gideon at (760)725-2922 or 
Carl.Gideon@usmc.mil

CSUSAP for active duty 
and veterans of the armed 

forces now in effect 

Schedule use or lose 
leave to avoid forfeiture

Annual leave must be scheduled 
on or before Nov. 21 to avoid 
forfeiture.   The memo outlining 
the procedures for restoration 

of annual leave can be found 
a t :   h t t p s: //c27n t iv pa x r 01.
nava i r.nav y.m i l / NAWCW D/
WingSpanWD/command_news/
all_hands/2009/09/downloads/
Restoration_of_annual_leave_
memo_09.01.2009.doc

Oct. 8
1812 - Boat party under Lt. 

Jesse D. Elliott captures HMS 
Detroit and Caledonia in Niagara 
River.

1842 - Commodore Lawrence 
Kearny in USS Constitution
addresses a letter to the Viceroy 
of China, urging that American 
merchants in China be granted 

the same treaty privileges as 
the British. His negotiations are 
successful.

1950 - 1st Marine Division 
commences embarkion at Inchon 
for landings at Wonsan, Korea.

1961 - USS Tulare (AKA-
112) and USS Princeton (CVS-7) 
rescue seamen from an American 
and a Lebanese merchant ship, 

which were aground on Kita Daita 
Jima.

Oct. 9
1873 - Lt. Charles Belknap 

calls a meeting at the Naval 
Academy to establish the U.S. 
Naval Institute for the purpose 
of d isseminat ing scient i f ic 
and professional knowledge 
throughout the Navy.

This date in American Naval history



“Looking for a second chance?”
Our motto says it all…

“Starting out or Starting over … 
we’re here for you.”

100 E. Ward Ave., 
Ridgecrest, CA 93556

446-3500
www.myhomecu.com

Open to all residents of the 
Indian Wells & Searles Valleys.

Just Imagine!
There is a store where imagination 

reigns and a universe of toys & 
games awaits you…

Hrs: Mon. – Fri. 10-6
Sat. 11-5
Sun. 11-4

(760) 371-3031
Just Imagine! • 827 China Lake Blvd.

Ridgecrest, CA  93555

Sadhana Kamath, M.D.Sadhana Kamath, M.D.

Call 760-301-2680 for an appointment 
www.doctorsara.meta-ehealth.com

301 W. Drummond Avenue, Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Certified in Internal Medicine by 
American Board of Internal Medicine.

All Major Insurance 
& TriCare Accepted

•  Diabetes Management
•  Men’s and Women’s
 General Health and Physicals
•  High Blood Pressure
•  Cholesterol Problems
•  Asthma and Other
 Lung Problems

•  Thyroid and Other
 Endocrine Disorders

•  Arthritis and Other Joint Problems

•  Well Woman Exams

•  All Other Common and  
 Uncommon Medical Problems

Assistance dogs for veterans

866-VETDOGS
www.VetDogs.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

A wounded warrior’s
new comrade

®

A CFC participant. Provided as a public service.

Share the power of a wish
®

wish.org

®
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Have you seen this woman? 
Can you identify this 

eight year old who was born 
and raised across the pond?

Her first job at China 
Lake was with the Guns 
and Ammunition Branch in 
1988. She is an avid reader 
and a travel enthusiast. She 
has this to say about herself, 
“I don’t miss anything--no 
spare minute is wasted on 
idle relaxation”.

Every year she can be 
found purchasing literally 
thirty to forty boxes of “Thin 
Mint” Girl Scout cookies. 

Guesses for this week’s 
photo, and photos for future 
issues may be sent to Cathy 
Braem via e-mail at cathy.
braem@navy.mil. Prior 
to publication, the person 
in the photo must give 
permission.

Congratulations
Deborah Brown, Douglas Gerard, Rick Breitengross, Fran Daugherty, 

Linda Wilson, Sammy Miller, Steven Hall, Curtis Davis, Darlene Soto and 
Jennifer Gray correctly identified Tim Silberberg  in the Sept 24 issue.

T he Nav y i s  cu r rent ly 
conducting an inventory to 
positively identify the location 
of all tritium EXIT signs.  With 
over 2000 facilities aboard the 
NAWS China Lake, we need 
your help to locate these signs.  

Tritium exit signs installed 
in your area pose little to no 
health or safety hazard, but the 
Navy requires proper accounting 
and disposal of all radioactive 
materials.  The main hazard 
associated with tritium is internal 
exposure by inhalation, which can 
only happen if the tubes behind 
the letters are broken. As long as 
the signs are intact and all letters 
illuminate, there is no hazard.  

If you think your facility does 
have a tritium exit sign installed, 
please call 939- 3820 and report 
the location (building number 
and location description) and 
point of contact name with 
phone number.  

Please do not remove or 
tamper with any exit signs.  If it 
is not readily apparent if the sign 
is tritium, go ahead and report it.  
We will do a site visit and make the final determination. That’s it.  We will do the rest.

Have you seen 
these signs?



14 Rocketeer II

MWR Trips

Owens Peak Day Hike
Departing at 8 a.m. and 
returning by 7 p.m., on 
Saturday, October 24. 
Please register by October 9.
Knott’s Halloween Haunt
Departing at 2 p.m. and 
returning by 6 a.m., on 
Saturday, October 31. 
Please register by October 16.
Full Moon Hike: 
Red Rock Canyon
Departing at 5:30 p.m. and 
returning by 9:30 p.m., on 
Monday, November 2. 
Please register by October 23.
Joshua Tree 
National Park Weekend
Departing at 9 a.m., on 
Friday, November 6 and 
returning by 5:30 p.m., on 
Sunday, November 8. 
Please register by October 16.

Rec Stop Liberty 
Center

Monday Night Football
5:30 p.m., Every Monday
NFL Sundays
All Day, Every Sunday
Call of  Duty Tournament
6 p.m., Saturday, October 10. 
Please sign up by October 3.

Raiders vs. Eagles
5 a.m., Sunday, October 18. 
Please sign up by October 6.
Extreme Bowling: 
Spooktacular
9 p.m., Thursday, October 29
Pizza & Poker Night
6 p.m., Tuesday, October 27. 
Please sign up by October 23.
National Chocolate Day
All Day, Wednesday, October 28.
Ultimate Ping Pong Tournament
6 p.m., Tuesday, November 3. 
Please sign up by October 30.
Chargers vs. Eagles
8 a.m., Sunday, November 15. 
Please sign up by October 30.

ITT

Knott’s Halloween Haunt
Departing at 2 p.m. and returning 
by 6 a.m., on Saturday, October 
31. Please register by October 16.
Chargers vs. Eagles 
Football Trip
Departing at 8 a.m. and 
returning, on Sunday, November 
15. Please register by October 30.
Hours of  Operation – 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased by Military, 
DoD or Contractors with proper ID.

Auto Skills Center

October Special: Military get 50 
percent off  the Engine Analyzer. 
All other eligible patrons receive 25 
percent off.
November Special: Military get 50 
percent off  the Battery/Electrical 
System Tester. All other eligible 
patrons receive 25 percent off.
Have car troubles?  Stop in on 
the first Wednesday of  the month 
and we could use your car as the 
example, so others can learn.
Car Lifts Available! One indoor 
and one outdoor lift for those 
“do-it-yourselfers”.  Call to 
schedule your lift time!
Lemon Lot! Sell that car, truck 
or toy at our MWR Lemon Lot 
located between the NEX Auto 
Port and the Rice King!
Brake Jobs: Military, stop by the 
Auto Skills Center and let us do 
your brakes for you.

Outdoor Recreation 

B-Mountain Hike
11 a.m., on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, meet at the 
Outdoor Rec office at 11 a.m., 
transportation is provided.
Landsailing
4 p.m., on Tuesdays & Thursdays, 
meet and fees at the Outdoor 
Rec office by 4 p.m.  After 4 p.m. 
meet & fees at the dry lake bed.
Rock Wall
Open at the Main Gym, 5 to 8 p.m., 
on Tuesdays, and 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 5 to 8 p.m., on Wednesdays.  
Free with Gym membership and all 
gear is supplied at the Rock Wall.
Check with us about your next rock wall 
party.
Trail Side Gourmet: Chocolate 
Cake & Fruity Cheesecake
6 p.m., on Wednesday, October 
14. Please register by October 5.
Outdoor Recreation has camping 
equipment, trailers, mountain bikes, land 
sailers, paintball equipment, backpacking, 
canoes, kayaks, boats, inflatables and 
party equipment for your rental enjoyment. 

Hall Memorial Lanes

Free Bowling (up to three 
games) for Active Duty Military 
Noon. to 5 p.m., on Thursdays
Bowling Center Snack Bar
Open for lunch at 11 a.m., on 
Thursdays and Fridays and Noon, on 
Saturdays and Sundays.
Regular menu and lunch specials 
available
Extreme Bowling
7 to 11 p.m., on Saturdays.  Lights, 
music, bowling and food!
Family Fun Bowling
All Day Sundays! Great package 
for the Family! Food, bowling and 
shoes at an incredible low price!
Plan your next event at the Bowling 
Center.  Children’s events, birthdays, 
command functions, or just a night out.

Sports and Fitness

Roller Hockey or Arena Soccer
6 to 9:30 p.m., on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, at the outdoor 
hockey rink
Lunch Time Basketball
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday 
through Friday
Captain’s Cup Bench Press 
Competition
Noon, Friday, October 23.  Please 
sign up by October 22.

Golf Course

Community Appreciation 
FREE Golf  Day
All Day, Wednesday, October 14. 
Golf  cart and rental club fees apply.
Regular menu and weekday specials 
available
Open 6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., on Monday 
through Thursday and 6 a.m. to 5 
p.m., on Friday through Sunday. 

Paradise Community 
Center

Karaoke Night
7 p.m., Saturday, October 10
For more information on activities and 
events at the Paradise Community 
Center call 939-8662/2739.

Fleet and Family 
Center

Art Play Group
10 to 11:30 a.m., Wednesdays
Brown Bag Workshops
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Wednesdays
IA Support Group
2:30 to 4 p.m., Wednesdays
IA Spouse Support Group
9:30 to 11:30 a.m., every fourth 
Thursday of  the month
Personal Safety
12 to 1 p.m., Wednesday, October 14
Interview Techniques
1 to 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
October 14
Career Options and Navy 
Skills Evaluation Program 
(CONSEP)
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 
Thursday, October 19 through 22
Car Buying Strategies
10 to 11:30 a.m., 
Tuesday, October 20
Federal Resume
1 to 2:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, October 21
Interview Techniques
1 to 2:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, October 28
Senior TAP Class
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, 
November 2 through 6
Federal Resume
1 to 2:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, November 4
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Aquatics and 
Main Gym  
939-2334
Auto Skills Center
939-2346
Bachelor Housing
939-4450
Castle X (Teens)
939-8336
Child Development Center
939-3171
Child Development Home
939-6683

Community Support 
Programs/MWR 
939-3440
Fleet and Family
939-4545
Fitness Annex
939-0756
Golf Course 
939-2990
Family Housing 
939-4450
Hall Memorial Lanes 
939-3471
ITT  
939-8644

Mulligan’s Grill
939-2002
Navy Gateway Inns 
and Suites
939-3146
Outdoor 
Recreation
939-3006
Paradise Cafe
939-2739
Rec Stop Liberty Center
939-4386
School Age Care
939-2909

Fall Golf Special
Ten rounds of golf and a cart. Valid Monday 

through Thursday, October 1 through December 
31.  Pass is valid for one person and can only 
be purchased one at a time. Must be used by 

December 31.

Military  $180
DOD  $200

Community  $230

For tee times and information call the Golf 
Shop at 939-2990

Tee times are mandatory for all specials. 
Golfers MUST tee off at the reserved time in 

order to receive special price

Golf Course 
Specials

Range Balls
  20 balls for $1
  40 balls for $2
  60 Balls for $3

Club rental $10

Tournament Fees
  Military: $31
  Non-Military: $45

18 Holes 9 Holes
Half cart $11 $8
Full cart $22 $16

For tee times and more information, call 939-2990.

China Lake Golf Course

18 Holes 9 Holes Twilight*
12 Play 

Value Card
E1 - E6 $12 $10 $6 $120
E7 - 03 $18 $15 $11 $180

04 & Up $23 $16 $11 $230
DOD $26 $19 $18 $260

Community $30 $23 $18 $300
Youth $12 $10 $6 N/A

Student $16 $13 $8 N/A

Stop by 
for our 
daily

specials!*Twilight begins at  
1:30 p.m.

Community Support Programs Events
Bachelor’s Quarters    Child & Youth Programs    Dining Services    Family Housing    Fleet & Family Support Center    MWR   Navy Gateway Inns & Suites
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Res. Code:
DD-MBIDS-09

✔ FREE Activation ($99 Value) 
✔ FREE Equipment and Installation (up to 4 TV’s)!
✔ The BEST Value in HD!
 FREE HD Receiver!  Over 150 HD Channels FREE!
 FREE HD DVR!   Connect up to 3 HD TV's FREE!

✔ Get ready for football season and in HD!

✔ Rated highest in Customer Satisfaction – Beat Cable 9 Years in a Row!*
✔ Get your LOCAL CHANNELS AND IN HD! (where available)

*Requires Social Security Number and valid major credit card. New activation required. $19.99 per month for 12 Mos. with qualified programming. 2 Premium Channels Free 
for 3 Mos. and Free Activation with 24 Mos. commitment. Subject to credit approval. Processing fee required. Package includes up to 4 room basic installation. DISH Network 
retains ownership of equipment. DVR service $5.98/mo. Free Protection Plan on all equipment for 9 mos. Cinemax for $.01 for 12 Mos. requires CCA paperless billing. Promo-
tion subject to change. Offer ends 1/31/10.*2009 ACSI Customer Satisfaction Index Survey.

This State-of-The-Art System has a $500 Retail Value:

FREE Satellite DISH TV Promotion!

SAVE up to 40% OFF YOUR CABLE BILL!

12 MONTHS OF
FOR JUST 1¢

FREE
(for 3 mos.)

&

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

1-866-218-6311

ACT NOW TO GET A

Pause, Rewind, Record LIVE TV! SKIP COMMERCIALS!

Bonus:
FREE 2- ROOM DVR!

(upgrade)

Se Habla Español
where available

LOCAL CHANNELS
AVAILABLE

19.99/mo

CLASSIC
BRONZE

100
$

13

DishCD
Over 30 Music Channels

2

EAST/WEST

2
1

EAST/WEST

1

EAST/WEST
EAST/WEST

plus more

MOVIE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!*

FOR 12 MONTHS!

100CHANNELS

FOR 12 MONTHS!

19 99
$

GoToMyPC lets you instantly work on your office computer from any Internet 
connection, with complete access to your email, programs and files. The 
automatic setup takes just minutes, and there’s no hardware needed. Just click 
and take your office with you wherever you go.

FREE 30-Day Trial 
gotomypc.com  |  promo code: DH19

GoToMyPC:
It’s this easy.

I feel safe.  I am protected.  I have Life Alert®.

When 

ALONE
I am home 

One touch of a button sends help quickly in the event of a medical 
emergency, fall, home invasion, fi re or carbon monoxide poisoning.

For a FREE brochure call:

1-866-216-3648

 Your choice of help buttons

Now we have two systems available: New!
Life Alert Classic  for seniors

Life Alert 50+  for people 50+

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

To advertise, please call toll free (877) 247-9288. 
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Boat w/Trailer & 
2 Waverunners

1996 Marada 
18’ open bow 

7 passenger boat,
 V-6 Merccruiser with 

Alpha-1 out drive, 
“Garges” Custom 

Tandem Trailer with 
Double Waver Runner 

bunks, Remote Control 
Hoist, Tool Box, 

4 Fuel Cans, including 
two 1997 Yamaha 750 
Waverunners, 2-stroke 
engines, each carries 

two passengers. 
$15,000 takes all O.B.O.
 Call 661-274-4975 or  
gaile5@sbcglobal.net

FOR SALE

2003 Ford Excursion 
XLT Sport Utility 4D 

very low miles 48,030, 
extremely clean, blue 
exterior with grey cloth 

interior, power windows, 
pwr door locks, low jack 

anti theft device, dvd 
player, CD , cassette, 
AM/FM radio, seats 
9, luggage rack, tow 

package, A/C, rear air, 
pwr steering, tilt wheel, 
cruise control, dual front 
air bags, ABS (4-wheel), 
privacy glass, running 
boards, V8, Automatic, 
2-wheel drive. rear barn 

doors, New tires & 
chrome rims. 

$17,480. O.B.O. 
Call 661-274-4975 or
gaile5@sbcglobal.net

FOR SALE

Heritage Montessori School

A unique approach to learning
Space is still available in our toddler program 
and  2 & 3 Day programs for 3-5 year olds!

Call or visit us today!

446-7459
934 N. Heritage Dr.

www.heritagemontessorischool.net

RENTALS / REAL ESTATE SALES / LOANS

www.RedBalloonRealty.com 
e-mail: info@redballoonrealty.com 

(760) 384-4050 Office, (760) 977-6016 Cell 
130 S. China Lake Blvd #C, Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

Nepheli Wander 
Broker # 01747389 

NOW IS 
THE TIME 
TO BUY

$8000 TAX CREDIT FOR FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS

Rocketeer II Classifi eds
Homes For Sale

Make Sure Everyone Knows
You’re Selling Your Home.

Advertise Here. Call
877-247-9288. 

Aerotech News & Review 

Homes For Rent

FIND THE RIGHT RENTER!
HIGHLIGHT YOUR AD IN
YELLOW TO GET MORE

ATTENTION! CALL
877-247-9288 TO PLACE

YOUR AD TODAY!
Aerotech News & Review 

Condos For Rent

Timeshare Studio, Sleeps 4. 7 
Nights in 5 Star Resort at Pueblo 
Bonito Sunset Beach in Cabo San 
Lucus, Mexico. $1,000. January 
26th to Februar y 2nd, 2010. 
Call 760-377-4295 3:30pm-
8:30pm.  

Apartments For Rent

FILL YOUR VACANCIES!
REACH THOUSANDS OF

READERS! HIGHLIGHT YOUR
AD IN YELLOW TO GET

MORE ATTENTION! CALL
877-247-9288 TO PLACE

YOUR AD TODAY!
Aerotech News & Review 

Employment Opportunities

Advertising Sales
PT/FT Position with Aero-

tech News, Publisher of 12 
Aerospace and Military Base 
Newspapers. Print Advertising 
Sales Experience Required. Po-
sition includes Heavy Outbound 

Calling.
Submit Resume to

paulkinison@aerotechnews.com
or Fax to 661-723-7757 

Employment Opportunities

Journalist
Experienced News & Feature 

Writer for Rocketeer II. 
PT Position on Base.

Thorough Knowledge of AP 
Style Guide a Must. Newspaper 

Layout and Design Experi-
ence with CS3 a Plus. Submit 
Resume and Three Published 

Samples to:
paulkinison@aerotechnews.com

or Fax to 661-723-7757.

Recreation Vehicles

Boat w/Trailer &
2 Waverunners 

1996 Marada 18’ Open Bow 7 
Passenger Boat, V-6 Merc-

cruiser w/Alpha-1 Out Drive, 
“Garges” Custom Tandem 

Trailer w/Double Waver Runner 
Bunks, Remote Control Hoist, 

Tool Box, 4 Fuel Cans, Including 
Two 1997 Yamaha 750 Waver-
unners, 2-Stroke Engines, Each 

Carries Two Passengers.
$15,000 Takes All OBO.

Call 661-274-4975 or gaile5@
sbcglobal.net

Cars & Trucks

Don’t Let it Sit! 
Get it Sold!
Call 877-247-9288 
to Place your Ad.
Aerotech News & Review

Announcements

PLEASE REMEMBER
DEADLINE FOR ALL
CLASSIFIED ADS IS
TUESDAYS AT NOON
FOR THAT WEEK’S

EDITION! 

Misc. For Sale

Sheetfed Printing Press. Ryobi 
3200PFA - Works (Needs a Little 
Work). $1,500. Buyers Pays Ship-
ping. Please Call Brian 661-949-
7293 or 661-949-7810.

Garage & Yard Sales

One Person’s Junk is
Another Person’s Treasure!
You’ll be Amazed How Many

Treasure Hunters will
Respond When you place
an Ad in the Paper! Call
877-247-9288 Today to

Place your Ad!
Aerotech News & Review 

760-371-1428

Count on
our team

when the rest of
the afternoon has

let you down.

You can now 
get your Paid 
Classified Ads 
highlighted
in Yellow!

Beautiful and Spacious 2 
Master Bedrooms/2.5 Baths/2 
Car Garage. 1332 sq. ft. in 
Gate Community. Appliances 
included. Fenced Yard, 
Community Pool. $995/mo.

Homes for Rent

Sample

For information,
call Judy 
toll free 

877-247-9288

NEW FOR 
CLASSIFIED ADS

Homes for Rent 
Apartments for Rent 

Employment Opportunities 
Cars & Trucks

Furniture & Appliances 
Yard Sales 
Services

and many more…
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General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. (GA-ASI), is the prime contractor to the U.S. Air Force to provide Predator and
Predator B/MQ-9 Reaper unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) that are in extensive use in the skies over Iraq and Afghanistan. The
prop jet Predator B, operational with the U.S. Air Force, Royal Air Force, U.S. Navy, Department of Homeland Security, and NASA,
has also been acquired by the Italian Air Force. We are currently fulfilling a multi-million dollar procurement contract to provide
Sky Warrior aircraft systems to the U.S. Army and have just introduced the next generation UAS in the Predator-series, the pure
jet Predator C Avenger. We are in search of qualified candidates to fill our current available positions: 

Equal Opportunity Employer.

San Diego Facility Fax: (858) 525-6360 
Palmdale Facility Fax: (661)789-5686

Adelanto Facility Fax: (760) 530-2501
Creech AFB Facility Fax: (858) 525-6360

Please visit our website for job descriptions and other employment opportunities. Apply online at: www.ga-asi.com.
You may fax your resume to GA-ASI (REFERENCE LOCATION AND JOB NUMBER ON YOUR RESUME):

Gray Butte Flight Operations
Facility
(Palmdale, CA)
• Aircraft Planning & Documentation

Specialists
• Airframe & Powerplant Specialists
• Aviation Resource Management

Specialists (ARMS)
• Avionics/Electronics Technicians
• Integration Technicians
• Integration Technicians (Structures)
• Quality Inspectors
• Sensor Operators
• UAV Pilots

Headquarters
(San Diego, CA)
• Aerodynamics Engineers
• Business Systems Analysts

• Configuration Managers
• Contract Administrators
• Electrical Engineers
• Engineers – Propulsion Systems
• Engineers – Reliability,

Maintainability, Safety
• Engineers – System Integration
• Financial Analysts
• Flight Controls Engineers
• Imagery Analysts
• Mechanical Engineers
• Program Finance Managers
• Program Managers
• Project Control Analysts
• Quality Engineers
• Sensor Operators
• Software Engineers
• Subcontract Administrators
• System Engineers
• Technical Writers

Advanced Development
Facility
(Adelanto, CA)
• Composite Technicians
• Engineering Manufacturing 

Liaisons
• Engineering Supervisors
• Industrial Engineers
• Mechanical Engineers
• Quality Engineers
• Sensor Operators
• Stress Engineers
• UAV Pilots

Predator Maintenance
(Creech AFB, NV)
• A&P Specialists
• Avionic Technicians
• Munition Technicians

Rocketeer II Classifi eds

Stay up to date - subscribe today!

______  $49  (6 months)   ______  $78  (1 year)
Name: __________________________________ Phone: _______________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_____ Check enclosed     _____ Visa      _____ Mastercard     _____  American Express
Credit card number: ___________________________Exp. Date: __________________
Signature: ______________________________________________________________

To subscribe, simply 
complete the form to the 

right, attach your 
payment, and mail to:

Aerotech News
Subscriber Services

456 E. Ave. K-4, Suite 8
Lancaster, CA 93535

or call
661.945.5634

Keep up to date with all that is happening at NAWS China Lake by subscribing
 to the Rocketeer II.  Published every other Thursday and delivered to subscribers 

by U.S. Mail, the Rocketeer II also contains news and features for our 
veterans and retired military readers. All for only $78 per year!

Base Newspaper for NAWS China Lake

“Now your favorite publication can be printed 
or read from around the world, in hotels, 

on cruise ships at airports, libraries and more.”

www.newspaperdirect.com

YES! Start my subscription to the Rocketeer II today. I have enclosed payment for:

Publisher's Note: All real estate advertised in the newspa-
per is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Action of 1988 
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination based on race, color, or religion 
or national origin, familial status, handicap or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination." 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Readers are hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

371 E. Jericho Turnpike
Smithtown, NY 11787

1-800-548-4337
www.guidedog.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Our Magnificent
Journey For
Second Sight

Since 1946, the Guide Dog
Foundation for the Blind has been
providing guide dogs free of charge
to blind people seeking increased
mobility, independence and the
companionship a guide dog
provides.

Never miss another edition!
Aerotech News has partnered with NewspaperDirect and Press 
Display to be able to provide readers with our flagship paper — 
Aerotech News and Review — and our eleven military base 
papers throughout the world.

Available in over 100 countries through a global network of dis-
tributors, the newspa-
per Print-on-Demand 
service is suitable for 
individual subscribers, 
retail outlets, hotels, 
cruise ships, airlines, 
corporate offices, 
libraries, educational 
institutions, events 
and private yachts.

www.newspaperdirect.com



You worked hard all your life and then get

diagnosed with Mesothelioma or lung cancer

from asbestos. What do you do? You first get the

best medical care possible, you then get a copy of

our Sourcebookwith important facts on asbestos

disease and your rights for compensation.

For example, you may not have realized

it, but if you are a smoker and were occu-

pationally exposed to asbestos, you will

have a 50 to 100 times increased risk of

getting lung cancer.

Find out more about the process of Asbestos

Litigation by calling or emailing the law firm of

Weitz & Luxenberg, one of the acknowledged

leaders in this area of law, who have achieved

well in excess of $1 Billion in verdicts and set-

tlements for their clients, composed of individ-

uals from all 50 states.

This is too important a responsibility to

entrust to just any firm. It is in your best inter-

ests, and that of your family, to call Weitz &

Luxenberg today for a free consultation.

If you are aIf you are a

SmokerSmoker
And have contractedAnd have contracted

Lung CancerLung Cancer
Due to occupational exposure to asbestos,
you can still file an asbestos injury claim!
Due to occupational exposure to asbestos,
you can still file an asbestos injury claim!

1.888.411.LAWS • www.weitzlux.com

700 Broadway • New York, NY 10003

Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We may associate with local
firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. Ms. Brockovich appears
as a paid, non-lawyer endorser.

P.C.&WEITZ LUXENBERG
ASBESTOS • DRUGS/MEDICAL DEVICES • ENVIRONMENTAL • NEGLIGENCE

ERIN BROCKOVICH

“I know and
work with this
law firm and
I trust them”
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