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DOD to remove SSN 
info from ID cards

In an effort to protect 
privacy and personal 
identity information Social 
Security numbers (SSN’s) 
will no longer be printed 
on Department of Defense 
(DOD) ID cards beginning in 
June of this year. 

The removal of SSN’s is 
being done in three phases 
and began in Dec 2008 
when dependent’s (sponsors) 
numbers stopped being 
printed. Phase two will 
commence in n June of this 
year when all printed SSN’s 
are to be removed. The final 
phase is to begin at the end of 
2012 when SSN’s embedded 
in the barcodes of ID cards 
will be eliminated as well. 

Eventually all DOD ID 
cardholders will receive 
new ID cards with a DOD 
number in place of their 
SSN. However it is not 
necessary for cardholders to 
replace their ID’s until they 
are within 30 days for its 
expiration. 

Col. Nicholas J. Hall, U.S. 
Mar ine Cor ps, Commanding 
Officer, Marine Air Detachment, 
China Lake retired on March 31.  
Before taking over command at 
MAD, Col. Hall served in a myriad 
of locations including MCAS Camp 
Pendleton, the Western Pacific, 
MCAS New River, N.C., NAS 
Atlanta, Ga., Patuxent River, Md., 
and finally MAD, China Lake.  

Over his distinguished career, 
Col. Hall accumulated over 6,400 
mishap-free f light hours in over 
40 aircraft.  He and his wife, 
Cathy, will be relocating to Texas 
following his retirement.  

Summing up his career, Hall 
stated, “I enjoyed flying and being 
around the Marines.”  To his fellow 
Marines he advised, “Enjoy it while 
you can.  It’s a sad day when you 
have to say goodbye.”  Hall said 
goodbye to his former command 
with these parting words, “Often 
tested; Always faithful; Brothers, 
forever.  Semper Fi, United States 
Marines!”

Col. Mark T. Johnson relieved 
Col. Nicholas J. Hall as Commanding 
Officer.  Johnson was previously 
assigned to Air Test and Evaluation 
Squadron THREE ONE (VX-31) 

By Jessica Armstrong
NAWS Deputy Public Affairs

Marine Sgt. Jose Pinel and 
Hospital Corpsman First Class 
Ronald Braun were selected the 
IWV Council of the Navy Leagues’ 
2010 Junior and Senior Bluejackets 
of the Year, respectively, at a dinner 
held March 26 at the Paradise 
Community Center at China 
Lake. 

Pinel, of the Marine Aviation 
Detachment, and Braun, of the 
Branch Health Clinic, were selected 
from a group of distinguished 
candidates dubbed the “best of the 
best” by Rear Adm. Mat Winter, 
Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons 
Division commander and guest 
speaker at the event. “With their 
selection,” Winter added, “they take 
on the responsibility to represent all 
of our Sailors and Marines with 

Pinel and Braun named Bluejackets of the Year

Col. Mark Johnson assumes command of MAD

as the Military Deputy for Test and 
Evaluation at the F/A-18 Advanced 
Weapons Laborator y before 

serving as the Chief Test Pilot and 
Commanding Officer of VX-31.  
He transferred from the Program 

Executive Office for the Joint Strike 
Fighter to accept the position as 
MAD Commanding Officer.

Photo by Chief Warrant Officer Three Michael Osilla

Col. Nicholas J. Hall hands the unit colors to Col. Mark T. Johnson during change of command ceremony 
Thursday, March 31, as First Sgt. Dwight D. McDuffie looks on.

Photo by Jessica Armstrong

Nominees pose with the ceremonial cake during Bluejacket of the Year ceremonies held March 26 aboard China 
Lake, Nominees included HM1 Ronald Braun and Sgt. Jose Pinel who both became recipients, as well as AWS1 
Anthony Michalski, AC2 Branden Engleking, AZ2 Margaret Holcomb, YN2 Sandra Olmos, AT1 Jeremiah Seely 
and AO1 Nicholas Elliott. 

Named, page 13
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Sexual Assault Response Advocate
The 24 hour , 7 days a week response 
line is (760) 608-7745.
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Fraud, Waste and Abuse 
Hotlines
DoD: (800) 424-9098 
DoN: (800) 522-3451
NAVAIR: (301) 757-1168 
NAWCWD: (760) 939-3636
CNRSW (Local):  (760) 939-7700 
(HQ): (619) 522-1429
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CONGREGATIONS:  
CATHOLIC – PROTESTANT-

JEWISH – MUSLIM
(760) 939 – 3506

CHAPEL OFFICE
Located between the East Wing  

and the Main Chapel                

PROTESTANT
 Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Main Chapel
 Adult Sunday School 
9:15 a.m., East Wing

 Children Sunday School  
9:15 a.m., Religious Education 

Building
 Airfield Bible Study,  

Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday evening Bible Study,  
7 p.m. to 10:30 p.m East Wing
Protestant Women of the Cross 

(PWOC)
Mary-Martha and Elizabeth Circle: 
Time and place to be announced in 

Chapel Service
CATHOLIC

Services are held at the 

Rocketeer II is published bi-weekly by 
Aerotech News and Review, a private 
firm that is in no way connected with 
the Department of  Defense or U.S. 
Navy under exclusive contract with 
the Naval Air Weapons Station China 
Lake, Calif. This commercial enterprise 
newspaper is an authorized publication 
for members of  the military service and 
their families. Contents of  the Rocketeer 
II are not necessarily the official view of, 
or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, 
the Department of  Defense or Aerotech 
News and Review. The appearance 
of  advertising in this publication, 
including inserts and supplements, 
does not constitute endorsement by the 
Department of  Defense or the products 
or services advertised. Everything 
advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase, use, 
or patronage without regard to race, 
color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
marital status, physical handicap, political 
affiliation or any other non-merit factor 
of  the purchaser, users or patron. A 
confirmed violation or rejection of  
this policy of  equal opportunities by an 
advertiser will result in the refusal to print 
advertising. To advertise in the Rocketeer 
II, call Gail Ellis at 877-247-9288.
All copy is reviewed by the Public 
Affairs Office of  NAWS China 
Lake.  The editor reserves the right to 
edit, copy, run and/or delete stories 
submitted. Correspondence, articles and 
photographs for Rocketeer II submitted 
by the public or NAWS personnel should 
be e-mailed to Peggy Shoaf  at peggy.

Naval Air Weapons Station: 
www.cnic.navy.mil/chinalake

Naval Air Warfare Center 
Weapons: www.navair.navy.
mil/nawcwd

Social Media
NAWS China Lake can 

now be found on Facebook 
at http://www.facebook.com/
NAWSChinaLake, Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/NAWS_CL 
and Flickr at http://wwwflickr.
com/photos/nawschinalake.  

A  YouTub e  ch a n nel  i s 
currently under development and 
can be accessed at https://www.
youtube.com/NAWSChinaLake.  
Use of any of these channels 
is totally voluntary and not a 
requirement.

Rocketeer II online:
http://www.chinalakenews.com

Communication 
Resources

All Faith Chapel
Main Chapel

Father James Dowds, C.Ss.R.
james.dowds.ctr@navy.mil

Daily Masses: 11:30 a.m.  
Monday through Wednesday

Blessed Sacrament Chapel
Sunday Mass  

(Saturday vigil for Sunday):   
Saturday: 4 p.m.

Sunday: 9 a.m.
Adult Choir rehearsal: Tuesdays  
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Main Chapel

First Communion Class:
5 p.m. Second and third Mondays 
of each month in the East Wing
Altar Society: 9:30 a.m. Tuesdays 
(prayer, work and Coffee and 

doughnuts)
Confession:

Sacraments of Reconciliation  
11 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Monday 

through Wednesday;  
2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturdays

Baptism and marriage upon 
request

Monday Night Chat (All Faith 
Formation) 6 p.m. fourth Monday of 

each month, East Wing

Children’s Choir rehearsal 5 to 6 
p.m. Tuesdays, Main Chapel

Ladies Do Lunch: Outreach of the 
Catholic Community to active-duty 
families - a catered lunch served in 

the East Wing at noon on the second 
Tuesday of every month.

Bereavement Group meets the 
first Wednesday of each month at 

5 p.m. in the East Wing.

JEWISH SERVICES
Dr. June Leslie Wieder, president

(760) 371-3336
doctajune@gmail.com

MUSLIM SERVICES
Eid Khatib, president

(760) 371-1226
Jumaa Prayer:   

Fridays at 1 p.m.
Religious Education Building

shoaf@navy.mil or rocketeer2@verizon.
net. Fax information to (760) 939-2796, 
or call the Rocketeer II office at (760) 
446-4284 or (760) 939-1683 (DSN 
437), respectively. Rocketeer II’s office 
is located in the Headquarters Building, 
Room 1040. Submissions should be sent 
no later than noon the Wednesday a week 
before the publication date.
Correspondence, articles and photos 
from the following commands should be 
submitted to the person indicated:  
   • Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons 
Division and Explosive Ordnance 
Detachment Mobile Unit 3:  NAWCWD 
Public Affairs at (760) 939-3511
   • Air Test and Evaluation Squadron 
THREE ONE: Lt. Brian Culver at brian.
culver@navy.mil, or call (760) 939-3529
 • Air Test and Evaluation Squadron 
NINE: Lt. Bryan Haney at bryan.
haney@navy.mil, or call (760) 939-5525
  • Marine Aviation Detachment: Lt. 
Col. James Coppersmith at james.
coppersmith@navy.mil or (760) 939-
8094
 • Naval Facilities Engineering Command: 
Patricia Sbrocca at patricia.sbrocca@
navy.mil, or call (760) 939-0082
  • Branch Health Clinic: Lt. Cmdr. 
Richard Stacey at Richard.stacey@med.
navy.mil, or call (760) 939-8002
 • Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command: CWO3 John Hammond 
at john.d.hammond@navy.mil, or call 
(760) 939-6341
Printed by Aerotech News and Review, 
Inc. (877) 247-9288  www.aerotechnews.
com

Commentary

acting Command Chaplain Lt. Cmdr. John M. Miyahara
Rev. James Dowds, Catholic priest

WASHINGTON (NNS) — 
Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) 
Rick D. West and other senior 
enlisted leaders testified before the 
House Appropriations Committee 
Subcom m it t ee  on  M i l i t a r y 
Construction, Veterans Affairs and 
Related Agencies March 30.

MCPON Rick D. West, along 
with the other top enlisted leaders 
from the Marines, Army and 
Air Force, discussed quality of 
life, family readiness, recruiting 
and retention, reserve force, and 
veteran affairs issues.

“In my travels this past year I 
have enjoyed the visits I’ve had 
with Sailors who defend America 
every day. In these visits I have 
taken special note of the quality of 
life in which they live and serve,” 
said West. “As you know, quality of 
work and quality of life programs 
for our Sailors, their families and 
our Navy civilians is directly tied 
to military readiness.”

Navy’s Homepor t  Ashore 
program, bachelor and Navy 
family housing, and Continuum 
of Care were other important 
issues that were brought up to the 
congressional subcommittee. 

West said that as the environment 
in which Sailors and their families’ 

lives change, along with global 
requirements and world events, 
new and better ways to support our 
Navy families must be continuously 
explored. 

West also discussed the integral 
part deployments play in Navy life. 
The Navy has been deploying forces 
since its formation during times of 
both peace and conflict, but it is 
important not to underestimate or 
take for granted the incredible strain 
that a long deployment imposes on 
Sailors and their families. 

Multiple deployments, frequent 
relocat ions and the st resses 
associated with being part of a 
military family all impact the 
overall readiness of the unit, 
the readiness of the individual 
Sailor and the readiness of their 
family.

“The strain on our Sailors and 
their families is greater than ever, 
but our Sailors recognize the 
significance of their mission.”

West said that keeping Navy 
families informed about resources 
available to them to mitigate the 
strain of deployment and provide 
support is instrumental to their 
peace of mind while waiting for 
their Sailors to return from a year-
long assignment in the Middle 
East or a six-month deployment 

safeguarding our seas.
West discussed the Navy’s 

current operations and told the 
committee that approximately 
55 percent of the Navy’s force 
is underway; and more than 
14,000 Sailors are on the ground 
and more than 11,000 are at sea 
in the U.S. Central Command 
area of responsibility; and more 
than 18,000 personnel along 
with 22 ships and 140 aircraft 
have participated in Operation 
Tomodachi providing relief and 
delivering humanitarian assistance 
to the people of Japan.

“Our Navy, America’s Navy 
has no boundaries and we are a 
Global Force for Good,” said West. 
“Our Navy team will accomplish 
any mission or task that we ask 
of them and they do this knowing 
their families will be supported 
and cared for when they go over 
the horizon in harm’s way.”

T he  Ma s t e r  Ch ief  Pe t t y 
Officer of the Navy periodically 
testifies before Congress along 
with the senior enlisted leaders 
of the other services. This was 
his fourth appearance before the 
congressional committee. 

For more news from Master 
Chief Petty Officer of the Navy, 
visit www.navy.mil/local/mcpon/.

MCPON Testifies before Congress 
on military Quality of Life



Lake Isabella’s Beyond Juice
wants to thank you for your service!

Buy one sandwich,  
get one sandwich free!*

(760) 379-1792
5520 Lake Isabella Blvd. Suite G3

Lake Isabella, CA 93240
Two doors down from DMV!

Expires 05/01/2011. *Cannot be combined with existing discounts.

Thank You! 
To Long Term Printing Clients!

Phone 661-945-5634 
 www.aerotechnews.com

Free Venice Beachhead, Venice CA 
www.freevenice.org  310-396-2525

North Valley Community News, Northridge CA 
www.nvcn.org  818-585-6589

AVC Examiner, Lancaster CA 
http://maraudernews.blogspot.com  661-722-6300-6496

Sierra Reader, Bishop CA 
www.thesierrareader.com 760-873-4747

Mountain Enterprise, Frazier Park CA 
www.mountainenterprise.com 661-245-3794

The Loop, Tecachapi CA 
www.theloopnewspaper.com  661-822-8188

La Gaceta, Palmdale CA 
www.lagacetaonline.net  661-273-0300

La Prensa Popular, Palmdale CA 
www.laprensapopular.com  661-947-6075
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Military

When a dramatic situation is 
underway on the other side of the 
world it is comforting for many to 
know that there are organizations 
there to assist members of the 
armed forces and their families 
who may be caught in the wake. 

In response to the recent 
disasters in Japan, the Navy Marine 
Corps Relief Society (NMCRS) has 
been working to assist those who 
are taking part in the voluntary 
depar ture program f rom the 
tumultuous area. This instance 
alone has led to many examples of 
hospitality and charity that exhibit 
the mission of the organization. 
According to a recent email from 
a spokesperson:

“In Seattle, (Wash.) NMCRS is 
supporting arriving personnel from 
Japan, issuing monetary assistance 
to families in difficulty.  Their 
staffs are meeting flights returning 
from Japan alongside our Navy 
personnel to assist as needed.

 “Upon arriving in Seattle, 
a Navy spouse discovered that her 
debit card did not work.  NMCRS 
provided the funds she needed to 
continue on to final destination.”

The NMCRS was founded in 

1904 and serves as a private non-
profit charitable organization, 
according to its website www.
nmcrs.org. “It is sponsored by 
the Department of the Navy and 
operates nearly 250 offices ashore 
and af loat at Navy and Marine 
Corps bases throughout the world. 
The Society was incorporated in 
the District of Columbia and has 
its headquarters in Arlington, 
Virginia. It is managed by a Board 
of Directors whose members are 
active duty or retired members of 
the Naval Services or spouses of 
active duty or retired members of 
the Naval Services.”

The NMCRS is one of only 
a few organizations that DoD 
activities are authorized to raise 
funds for. 

Military may donate using 
payroll deduction, points of contact 
are Command Master Chief Robert 
Corkish (760) 939-6501, and AC1 
Antwon Taylor (760) 939-5475. 

Civil service donations can be 
made by contacting their local 
NMCRS representatives, for China 
Lake that is Linda Bego (760) 939-
2921.

NMCRS assists with crisis In Japan NAWCWD hosts Rear Adm. John Miller 

Photo By, Joy Lewis

Rear Adm. Mat Winter (left), Commander NAWCWD, shown with Lt. Greg Enzinger (center) flag aid Naval Strike & 
Warfare Center, Fallon, Nev., and Rear Adm. John Miller (right), Commander, NSWC, visited China Lake in March 
to learn more about the F/A-18 Hornet and weapons systems integration being developed at China Lake.



Fully Furnished
Apartments for Rent

**Short or Long Term**

We’ll make you feel at home!
* Completely Furnished
* Full Kitchens Complete with Cookware
* Cable TV
* Internet Access
* Housekeeping Available

(760) 371-1364
www.temporaryviphousing.com

ProFeds Federal Retirement
Impact Workshop

Preparing for your federal retirement can feel overwhelming.
Let us help make your transition into retirement a smooth one.

This workshop will help you to:
• Identify and manage key decisions to be made at retirement.
• Make smart financial decisions based on sound information.
• Align your federal benefits with the rest of your financial life.
• Take proactive measures today to help you tomorrow.

Join us! Friday, May 13th, 2011 or 
Saturday, May 14th, 2011

9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Hampton Inn Barstow • 2710 Lenwood Rd, Barstow, CA 92311

Topics covered: CSRS & FERS programs • Survivor Benefits
Federal Employees Group Life (FEGLI) 

Federal Health Benefits (FEHB)
Federal Long Term Care (FLTCIP)

Social Security (SS) • Thrift Savings Plan (TSP)
Attendance is free of charge to all federal employees and spouses

Space is limited—reserve your spot today!
To register, visit: www.FedImpact.com/Barstow

Proudly hosted by James E. Kirk of Kirk Financial Group
Serving the unique needs of federal employees in Barstow and surrounding 
areas. Following the workshop, Jim offers a one‐on‐one consultation to 
answer questions and develop a personalized Federal Benefits Analysis at no 
cost for each attendee.
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Theresa Goldstrand, NAWCWD PAO

Chief Warrant Officer Three Michael Osilla (far right) from the Marine Air Detachment (MAD) at China Lake 
gave his all during the Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce Follies event in March.  The MAD, along with 
a large number of station employees, contractors, business and community leaders, actively engages in 
community events throughout the year as a means of outreach and support.

MAD Fun at the Follies

WASHI NGTON (N NS) — 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. 
West released the following Chief 
Petty Officer birthday message to 
the Fleet March 28.

“My fellow chief petty officers, 
On April 1st, our entire Mess 
will pause to celebrate 118 years 
of the United States Navy Chief 

Petty Officer, and we’re not just 
celebrating another year of chiefs 
serving the Navy, we’re celebrating 
everything it means to wear the 
fouled anchors we all cherish. 

Those anchors are the symbol 
of a culture and a way of life, 
representing character, loyalty, a 
strong commitment to leadership, 
our core values, and Navy ethos. 
Our anchors carry with them a 
responsibility to live up to the 
tradition of selfless service, while 

remembering our proud heritage 
that we’ve spent 118 years 
building as we look toward our 
future. 

Thank you Chiefs! Through 
your leadership of our Sailors, 
you continue to keep our heritage 
alive and our Navy strong — and 
as you know our Navy is the best 
it has ever been. Continue to 
make a positive impact on your 

MCPON salutes 
Chief Petty Officers Lt. Col. Richard J. ‘Wyatt’ 

Silong Retires After 23 
Years of Military Service

By Orrin Batiste
Mass Communication Specialist 

Second Class 

U.S. Air Force Lieutenant Colonel 
Richard J. “Wyatt” Silong retired on 
March 17, 2011, during a ceremony in 
Hangar 1 at Air Test and Evaluation 
Squadron Nine, VX-9.

Silong was a member of the U.S. 
Air Force on a personnel exchange 
program assignment to VX-9. But 
he originally began his military 
career as a Naval Aviator.   In 
1983, he received a Navy Reserve 
officer training corps scholarship to 
attend the University of California, 
Los Angeles (UCLA).  He went 
on to graduate with a Bachelor of 
Science in Aerospace Engineering 
and received his Naval Officer’s 
Commission on Dec. 14, 1987.

“His expertise would always 
win the day for the good of Naval 
Aviation and Air Force Aviation,” 
said Capt. Don E. Ber ry, Jr., 
Commanding Officer, VX-9, at 
the ceremony. Berry went on to say 
that Silong exhibited great courage 
in his job, recognized problems and 
continued to examine them until 
they were thoroughly resolved, 
and that Silong’s unique mixture 
of Navy and Air Force backgrounds 
would be sorely missed.

 “Whenever Wyatt is involved 

with a plan you can count on it 
to achieve success,” said Mr. Roy 
Bohnert, a senior analyst at VX-9 
who has worked with Silong since 
January 2007, and that he couldn’t 
recall “a time when a task was 
not completed when Wyatt was 
involved.”

Silong honorably served a total 
of 23 years, four months, and 17 
days in the U.S. Armed Forces; 14 
years, seven days in the U.S. Navy, 
and nine years, four months, 10 
days in the U.S. Air Force.

“It’s been a great ride,” says Silong 
about his extensive military career.  
“I flew more than 4500 mishap free 
flight hours in 10 different fighter 
aircraft, accumulated 600 aircraft 
carrier traps, and performed combat 
operations in two services, USN 
and USAF. “

As a Naval Aviator f lying 
the F/A-18 Hornet, Silong was 
deployed aboard various aircraft 
carriers in the Western Pacific, and 
was a member of multiple F/A-18 
squadrons, including VFA-27, VFA-
125 and VFA-137.  He executed an 
inter-service transfer to the U.S. Air 
Force on Dec. 22, 2001, where he 
flew combat missions over Iraq, and 
later served as director of operational 
test for the F-117A Nighthawk stealth 

Silong, page 7

CPO, page 7
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Western Homes 
realty

Full Service Real Estate Office
Manufactured Home Dealer

3639 Inyokern Rd. • Ridgcrest, CA

(760) 377-5734

Your Real Estate Specialists 
for the Indian Wells Valley

Whether you are buying or selling your home, 
looking for commercial properties, rentals or a 

developer searching for services,
Western Homes can help.

Please visit us online at
www.westernhomesridgecrest.com

24 hours for the 
“service you Deserve”

now Doing Property management

Present this coupon 
and receive 

10% off 
your food in Charlie’s 

or Cafe Potpourri

We honor Per-Diem Rates •160 Deluxe Rooms
Banquets & Catering • Room Service

Convention Center • 2 Restaurants • Lounge
Pool Table •  Big Screen TV • Fitness Center 

Heated Lap Pool • Therapy Spa

901  N. China Lake Blvd., Ridgecrest

760.446.7910
Only 1 mile from NAWS Main Gate

www.carriageinn.biz

Wine Tasting 5-7 pm – Every other Thursday
Blues After Hours – Fridays  6-10 pm

We invite you to experience 
Indian Wells Valley’s Full Premium Service Hotel!

We invite you to experience 
Indian Wells Valley’s Full Premium Service Hotel!

T&T Alignment Inc.

(760) 446-4711
629 Inyokern Rd.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

446-4711446-4711446-4711446-4711446-4711446-4711446-4711

Alignments • Shocks • Brakes • Mufflers
Quick Lube • Tires • Wheels

Tune-Ups • Diagnostics • A/C

since 1950

To advertise, please call toll free (877) 247-9288. 
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Santa Fe Dam Recreation Area | Irwindale, CA 
      626-969-4750 | 10am - 7pm

The Santa Fe Dam Recreation Area is a United States Army Corps of Engineers Facility and a unit of the 
County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation System Photo by Gar Travis | Cover art by Chris Jones

Present coupon at Faire Box Office to receive the following:

Regular Adult Ticket Price is $25.00. No pets or smoking, please. Limit one coupon per person. 
Not valid with any other offer. Not valid for online ticket sales. 

OPENING WEEKEND SAVINGS
2 FOR 1 - SAVE 50%!

Purchase ONE Full Priced Adult Ticket and Receive ONE Complimentary Admission! 
Offer and ticket valid Saturday or Sunday, April 9 or 10, 2011 only. AN 4/8

VISIT US ONLINE TO PURCHASE DISCOUNT TICKETS

RENFAIR.COM

Thank You! To Long Time

Please call or stop by to thank them for 
supporting our local military!

Phone 877-247-9288 • www.aerotechnews.com

advertiser!
Sizzler

1501 n. norma ave.
Ridgecrest, Ca
(760) 446-0114

Thank You! To Long Time

Please call or stop by to thank them for 
supporting our local military!

Phone 877-247-9288 • www.aerotechnews.com

advertiser!
Dr. ama Lacy

720 n. norma ave.
Ridgecrest, Ca
(760) 371-4600



$1099
One Medium Specialty Pizza

Make it a large for $2 more
Carry-out only. Limited time offer

Valid at 856 N. China Lake Blvd., #A only

You are always welcome at our carry out lobby at 856 North China Lake Blvd., Suite A 

Place your order online at www.dominos.com
Hours: M-Th and Sun 10 am – Midnight • Fri & Sat 10 am – 1 am

Place your order online at www.dominos.com

Salute to the China Lake Naval Base

$699
1 Large Pick up Speical

Pick-up only. Limited time offer. 
Must Present Coupon.

$500 ea
Lunch is served 
Any sandwich, small  

2 toppings Pizza or pasta penne

Limited time offer. Must Present Coupon.

$2699
Family Value Pack 

2 Large, 2 Topping Pizzas, 1 order 
Chicken Tenders, 2 liter of Soda

Limited time offer. Must Present Coupon.

Valid at 856 N. China Lake Blvd., #A only Valid at 856 N. China Lake Blvd., #A only Valid at 856 N. China Lake Blvd., #A only

760-384-2800

We also have Pasta, 
Sandwiches,  

Desserts and Salads

Many Ways to Hook Some Cash!
With the lure of over $250,000 in cash prizes, the 22nd Annual Isabella Lake Fishing 
Derby sponsored by Berkley, is shaping up to be one of the best yet!  
The anticipation has begun for the 2011 Isabella Fishing Derby, 
to be held on April 16, 17, 18, 2011. With three loads of trout 
delivered to Isabella Lake, the work is already underway.  These 
trout will be fed daily by a dedicated group of volunteers from the 
Kern Valley Fish & Game Habitat Club and the local community. 

As the largest amateur trout fishing 
derby in the country, or even in 
the world,  offering over $250,000 
in prizes, many local and national 
sponsors have already hooked 
the big money fish, for $10,000 
each.  With Budweiser, Automobile 
Club of Southern California, French 
Gulch, North Fork Marinas, Charlie’s 
Market, Isabella Supermarket, 
Mt Mesa Market, Taco Del Mar, 
Subway, Little Caesars Pizza, California Land Management, 
Amerigas, Sierra Gateway Markets, and Crossroads Shell,  as 
sponsors so far, for the 22nd Annual Isabella Lake Fishing Derby 
sponsored by Berkley. Once again, there will be a real big money 
fish sponsored by the Kern River Valley Chamber of Commerce 
worth $20,000, which would be doubled to $40,000, if the lucky 
angler is wearing an official Isabella Lake Fishing Derby T-Shirt.

Another opportunity to double your prize, if you catch the fish sponsored by 
the French Gulch and North Fork Marinas, while in one of their rented boats, the value of that 
prize goes from $10,000 to $20,000.

Southern California Edison, Beyond Juice, and Shady Lane Bar & Grill are once again a proud 
sponsors of the popular Longest Trout Contest.  After you register for the 2011 Isabella Lake 
Fishing Derby sponsored by Berkley, you are eligible to participate and present your freshly 
caught trout, tagged or untagged, to qualify for the prize. Throughout the derby use twitter  
(@fishing_derby) to get up-to-date contest information.

On Monday April 18, the final day of the 2011 derby, there will be a special drawing 
for a fully outfitted new 17½ ft Lowes ST170 fishing boat & trailer from Galey’s Marine 
Supply in Bakersfield, CA. Tickets for the drawing are available now, please contact 
the Kern River Valley Chamber of Commerce today at (760) 379-5236 or via email at  
info@kernrivervalley.com

To find more details on this event, and announcements of registration availability, 
visit the derby the website today. www.isabellafishingderby.com 

Paid Advertisement
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Military

attack aircraft.
Silong was involved in four 

major theater operations; Operation 
Restore Hope in Somalia, Operation 
Southern Watch in Iraq, Operation 
Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan, 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Silong said that he would foremost 
cherish the great people he served 
with in our nation’s military, and 
memories of multiple deployments, 
test missions, and combat operations 
will always be a reminder of what’s 
required in order to enjoy the privilege 
of our country’s freedom. 

He added that his career has literally 
come full circle in many ways:  “My 
enlistment began in the Mojave Desert 
of California in 1983 and ended in the 
Mojave Desert of California in 2011.”  
Silong’s future plans include flying for 
Delta Air Lines.  

Silong is from Littlerock, Calif., 
and is a 1983 graduate of Paraclete 
High School in Lancaster, Calif..  
He and his wife Gina Melissa have 
two children, a son, Garret, and a 
daughter, Paige. 

Silong also emphasized the most 
important aspect of his career, the 
respect and love of his family, “for 
their support and love they gave me 
throughout my military career.”

Silong, from Page 4

Photo By, Adelle Collie

Air Force Lt. Col.  Richard J. “Wyatt” Silong being piped over the side during his retirement ceremony 
accompanied by his wife Gina Melissa, his son Garret, and daughter Paige. 

command, your Sailors, yourself 
and our Mess. 

Remember those who have gone 
before us and those who have paid 
the ultimate sacrifice in service to 
our great nation. 

Happy birthday Shipmates! I 
truly appreciate your leadership and 
the hard work you do every day.

Anchor Up and Hooyah Navy 
Chiefs!”

CPO, from Page 4
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Military/Community Events

By Tyler Patterson
TriWest Healthcare Alliance

As one saying goes: If you 
don’t have your health, what have 
you got? 

Remember: it’s your health. 
You should work with your doctor, 
your nurse, your pharmacist—all 
the other members of your health 
team—to manage your health. 

Not only is your health a precious 
resource, so is your time. To help 
make sure you are making the most 
of your medical appointments, here 
are a few tips to keep in mind when 
visiting your doctor:

Update your roster: Accurate 
contact information is vital 
to keep you up-to -date on 
appointments and test results. 
Wrong information in DEERS 

can affect your eligibility for some 
care. Learn how to update your 
DEERS contact record online at 
www.triwest.com/bwe.

Be ready for pinch hitters: You 
may be referred to a specialist 
for care your pr imary care 
manager cannot provide. If that 
happens, remember to wait for 
your authorization letter to arrive 
before setting your specialty 
care appointment. Register for a 
secure triwest.com account and 
receive an electronic version of 
your authorization letter in hours, 
instead of waiting for days on the 
mail. Follow the directions in the 
letter to make sure you don’t get 
a claims curveball later.

Play as a team: When you are 
seeing a new doctor or specialist, 
share any medications or tests 
from your other doctors. This 

goes double if you have multiple 
prescriptions, or are taking over-
the-counter medicines.

Preparation is key: It can 
be easy to forget things during 
an examination. Preparing in 
advance can help eliminate those 
“I should have asked...” moments 
while you’re heading home.

You are a critical part of your 
healthcare team. You owe it to 
yourself to be involved!

TriWest understands that you 
need the best team to help you 
do, and feel, your best. That’s 
why TriWest has built a robust 
TRICARE provider network in 
the west region. The providers’ 
focus should always be on you—
the TRICARE beneficiary—and 
TriWest works to support your 
providers so they can create and 
carry out your game plan. 

Aircraft Maintenanceman  
M a s t e r  C h i e f  R o n a l d 
D. Cadiente (lef t photo) 
and Aviation Electronics 
Technician Senior Chief 
Darwin E. Johnson (right 
photo) were retired from 
the U.S. Navy in a  double 
ceremony at Air Test and 
Evaluation Squadron Nine, 
March 11, 2011. Over 56 years 
of naval service between 
the two, Cadiente was in 
for 30 and Johnson served 
26.  The double ceremony 
was hosted by Capt. Don E. 
Berry, Commanding Officer, 
Air Test and Evaluation 
Squadron Nine.

Air Test And Evaluation Squadron Nine Retires Two Senior NCO’s 

How to be the MVP of your 
health team T h e  N E X ’s  w e b  s t o r e , 

myNav yExcha nge.com,  has 
expanded the selection of ladies 
and men’s shoes online.  For her, the 
web store now carries brand names 
such as Jessica Simpson, Bandolino, 
Michael Kors, Nine West, BOC and 
Clarks.  For him, customers will find 
shoes from Steve Madden, Fossil, 
Stacy Adams and Columbia.  

“We are looking to bring our 
customers the latest spring trends 
from the hottest name brands all 
at our every day savings,” said 
Cindy Trager, Navy Exchange 
Service Command’s (NEXCOM) 
Divisional Merchandise Manager, 
e-Commerce.  “I think customers 
will be pleased with the selection 
of shoes they can now purchase 
online.  This is especially important 
for those customers who may not 
have access to a NEX.  The web 
store gives them the opportunity 
to use the NEX benefit right from 

their home.”
The hottest spring trends for 

ladies are feminine and refined.  
Customers will find bows, flowers, 
peep toes, ankle emphasis and t-
straps to add softness to buckle and 
“bling” detail.   Platform shoes will 
be found in wood, cork and basket 
weave patterns.  For color, neutral 
is key with shoes available in beige, 
taupe and nude. 

Customers can also find ladies 
comfort and toning shoes with 
updated looks from Skechers, Easy 
Spirit and Crocs.

“We also carry toning shoes for 
men from Sketchers,” said Trager.  
“Additions for summer include 
men’s shoes from Quiksilver, 
Olukai and Johnston and Murphy. 
I encourage our customers to keep 
checking back on our web store to 
see what we’ve added.  Customers 
will find something new all the 
time,” said Trager.

MyNavyExchange.com expands 
its selection of shoes

The Historical Society of the 
Upper Mojave Desert will hold 
a special meeting Wednesday, 
April 13, at 7 p.m. at the Historic 
USO Building, 230 W Ridgecrest 
Blvd.  The featured speaker will 
be Author Peter Stekel, who 
will talk about the mummified 
remains of a uniformed WWII 
US Airman found frozen in ice by 
two mountaineers while climbing 
above Mendel Glacier in the High 
Sierras in 2005.

The ensuing media storm 

surrounding the man in the ice 
immediately gripped the attention 
of the nation. Who was he? Where 
did he come from and how did he 
get there? How had he remained 
so well preserved? Then, in 2007, 
the unimaginable happened again 
-- Stekel himself discovered a 
second body in the glacier and 
became part of the story. Another 
young man finally came home.  
To find out more, come listen 
to Stekel at the Historic USO 
Building April 13.

Historical Society to hose author 
Peter Stekel at USO Building

The Indian Wells Valley Concert 
Association is presenting Spring 
Finale with the last concert in the 
2010-2011 season. The next concert 
is Monday, April 18 with the return of 
Misty River. This four-woman band 
has earned a reputation as one of the 
finest, most entertaining musical 
groups in the Pacific Northwest.  

The four members support 
their beautiful blend of harmonic 
voices with unique combinations 
of fiddle, guitar, banjo, mandolin, 
accordion and upright acoustic 

bass. Misty River blends folk, 
bluegrass, country, Celti and 
original music into a seamless and 
highly distinctive Americana sound 
that has entranced thousands of 
fans, including the local audience in 
2004.  Check out this exciting group 
at www.mistyriverband.com. 

There will be a free student 
program on the same date at the 
Parker Performing Arts Center 
from 10 to 10:50 a.m.  

The concert will be at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Parker Performing Arts Center. 

The box office opens at 6:30 p.m. 
with the doors opening at 7 p.m.  
Tickets are $22 for the single event 
and $18 for those under 21, over 65 
or active-duty military or dependent.  
Tickets are available at Red Rock 
Books and Maturango Museum. 
This engagement is supported, in 
part, with funds from the Western 
States Arts Foundation and the 
National Endowment for the Arts.

For more information, contact 
the Indian Wells Valley Concert 
Association at 760-375-5600.

Indian Wells Valley Concert Association presents  
Misty River in Spring Finale



Isabella Lake
Fishing Derby
$250,000 In Prizes!
Isabella Fishing Derby is the largest amateur 
Fishing Derby in the Country!
Yes, You can win $40,000!
One tagged fish is valued at $20,000!
For more information go on line to  
www.isabellafishingderby.com or call the  
Kern River Valley Chamber
760.379.5236 • www.kernrivervalley.com

Lake Isabella

Best Tacos in Town
Great Food, Great Service, Great Prices

Juniors Taco Shop

321 W. Inyokern Rd. • Ridgecrest
760-446-0929

Monday – Saturday
11:00 am – 8:00 pm

CloSed Sunday

10% Discount
Military/Gov’t Contractors

(ID required, not valid on any other offer)

Terry’s Crafts
609 East Wilson • Ridgecrest, CA 

760-371-2317
760-382-4376

Handcrafted Wooden Items
1501 N. Norma Ave • Ridgecrest, CA 93555

760 • 446 • 0114
Where America Comes to Eat!

The Original Family Steak Place

1958 2011

Great Steaks, Seafood & Salads

Sunday Brunch
Fresh Made to order omelets, bacon,  

sausage, country potatoes, biscuit and gravy, 
pancakes, danish and more.

Lunch cLuB
Buy 5 lunch specials 

and receive you 6th FREE
Monday – Saturday • 11 am – 4 pm

10-2 pm only • $9.99

FREE FEDERAL  
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS  
RETIREMENT REPORT

We are Chartered Federal Employee Benefit Consultants 
(ChFEBC’s) & would like to provide you with a Federal 
Retirement Report.  Each Federal  Employee  must 
make tough decisions as to what benefits to take into 
retirement.  Each of these benefits has a cost associated 
with it and must be paid, by you, out of your retirement.  
Our assessment illustrates what your future retirement 
plan will look like based on your past & present financial 
decisions.  You will get a realistic picture of your  
FERS/CSRS annuity, survivor’s benefit, FEGLI, and TSP 
projections. 
With the possibility of no COLA’s in the future, the 
volatility of your TSP, & the accumulated cost of your 
benefits over time, doesn’t it make sense to get your 
FREE report today?

Tammy 760-793-1754 • Ryan 760-382-2947 

To advertise, please call toll free 
(877) 247-9288. 
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News

Michael Roach has arrived 
aboard China Lake as editor of 
Rocketeer II.

A 2006 Sherman E. Burroughs 
High School graduate, Roach 
attended Santa Monica College 
and the University of Arkansas 
in Fayetteville, Ark., majoring 
in journalism. He most recently 
worked as a correspondent for The 
News Review in Ridgeecrest.

While in Santa Monica, he 
served as a staff writer and assistant 
editor for the school newspaper 
Santa Monica College Corsair 
and was also a staff writer at The 
Arkansas Traveler in Fayetteville.

Roach is replacing current editor 
John D. Bennett who is leaving to 
pursue other opportunities.

“John has been a tremendous 
asset to the paper in his two ‘tours 
of duty’ here and we are sad to see 
him leave, but we are also very 
excited for Mike to come aboard,” 
said NAWS Public Affairs Site 
Lead Peggy Shoaf. 

Roach said the opportunity to 
put his journalism skills to work 

in a community he was already 
familiar with was a big part of the 
draw to working aboard China 
Lake.

“I am looking forward to the 
challenge and unique opportunity 
that is afforded to me by working  
for this periodical,” he said. “It is 
always good to be home, and do 
something that you enjoy, this is 
no different.”

New editor takes 
helm at Rocketeer II

Linda Murray, NAWCWD Chief of Staff for Weapons and Energetics Department (Code 4.7), accepts a 
ceremonial flag that was flown in recognition of her retirement after 39-plus years at China Lake. 

Murray presented with flag upon retirement

Michael Roach
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April marks the Navy’s seventh 
annual Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month (SAAM), coinciding with 
the presidentially-proclaimed 
national observations. SAAM is 
observed nationally and across the 
Department of Defense to promote 
prevention of sexual violence 
through special events and public 
education. The theme for this year’s 
participation in SAAM by Armed 
Forces is, “Hurts one, affects 
all...Preventing sexual assault is 
everyone’s duty.”

Hurts one, affects all
According to the 2010 Workplace 

and Gender Relations Survey of Active 
Duty Members conducted by Defense 
Manpower Data Center (DMDC), of 
the 26,505 survey participants, 4.4 
percent of women and 0.9 percent of 
men indicated experiencing unwanted 
sexual contact. 

Regardless of where a sexual 
assault occurs, the negat ive 
consequences can have a ripple 
effect, starting with a victim and 
expanding outward to include 
families, friends, work colleagues, 
neighbors, and increasingly larger 
parts of the population.  A sexual 
assault diminishes the Navy’s and 
Marine Corps’ ability to function 
proficiently at the levels of Sailor 
or Marine, unit and command, most 
notably affecting mission readiness, 
or a unit’s ability to deploy quickly 
and efficiently. Sexual assault 
particularly diminishes the Navy’s 
and Marine Corps’ mission readiness 
in three ways:

1. The alleged perpetrators are 
often placed on administrative hold 

April Is Sexual Assault Awareness Month

Photo by Jessica Armstrong

Above: NAWS China Lake Commanding Officer Capt. Jeffrey Dodson stands with (from left to right) Chief 
Androcles Y Ferrer,  and the volunteer victim advocates for SAPR HM1 Alfredo Salas, AD1 Jasma Phillips, 
AE2 John Pergande, AD1 Teyronn Jackson, AC2 Daniel Harbaugh,  ET2 Patrick Conway, Fleet and Family 
support Center Director Deborah Ernst, and SARC Angela Krikac. “I hope the skills you have learned will 
never be called upon,” said Dodson, while thanking the volunteers. Initial victim advocate training will be held 
April 18-23, for more information call Angela Krikac at (760) 939-8607.

Right: NAWS China Lake Commanding Officer Capt. Jeffrey Dodson signs a proclimation in support of 
sexual assault prevention and awareness at NAWS China Lake. Photo by Jessica Armstrong

and therefore cannot deploy with 
their units.

2. Victims may not be able to 
fulfill their duties or may otherwise 
have their ability to perform the 
mission compromised as a result 
of the traumatic events.

3. The attention of the unit 
leadership shifts from the normal 
duties involved in maintaining 
readiness to addressing a victim’s 
needs, investigating the alleged 
perpetration, and restoring the 
unit’s cohesion and trust.

Preventing sexual assault 
is everyone’s duty

Interactions between people 
that might eventually lead to a 
sexual assault often begin in social 
settings, and most sexual assaults 
occur between people who know 
each other – friends, acquaintances, 
coworkers, etc. Of the percentages 
in the DMDC study that indicated 
experiencing unwanted sexual 
contact, 49 percent of women and 
48 percent of men indicated that the 
offender was a military coworker.

Every service member, starting 
with senior leadership, must 
understand the importance of 
safely intervening and preventing 
the crime of sexual assault whether 
the offender is military or civilian. 
Preventing sexual assault is a moral 
duty; what we owe each other 
to keep each other out of harm’s 
way.

Sexual assault  
reporting and support

Sexual assault is one of the most 
underreported crimes in the United 
States. Research indicates that only 
a fraction of sexual assaults that 
occur each year are ever reported 
to law enforcement by victims. The 
DMDC study also found that, of 
the women and men that indicated 
experiencing unwanted sexual 
contact, only 28 and 14 percent 
of them, respectively, reported 
the contact to a DoD authority or 
both a DoD authority and civilian 
authority.

Research shows that reporting 
the crime is most victims’ primary 
link to getting medical treatment 
and other forms of assistance. The 
Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response (SAPR) office at NAWS 
China Lake has a Sexual Assault 
Response Coordinator (SARC) 
and multiple Victim Advocates 
(VAs) to assist victims of sexual 
assault. The responsibilities of 
VAs are to attend to the victim, 
providing suppor t ,  care and 
information, and advocate for 
them.  Their role is crucial to the 
Navy’s and Marine Corps’ goal 
of providing exceptional victim-
centered care.

In the event of a sexual assault, 
VAs at NAWS China Lake can 
be reached via the SAPR 24-
hour hotline at (760) 608-7745. 
Information about sexual assault 
prevention education, guidance 
and reporting options to service 
members that may be victims of 
a sexual assault as well as their 
supervisors can be found at the 
website http://myduty.mil/.

The SAPR office at NAWS 
China Lake has a number of 
activities and events planned for 
the month of April to educate Navy 
and Marine personnel and their 
families about the affects of sexual 
assault on the individual, family 
and command, and sexual assault 
prevention. Contact FFSC at (760) 
939-4545 or visit the NAWS China 
Lake page on Facebook for more 
information.
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CLFD teaches Las Flores Elementary students 
about fire safety and prevention

Photo by Michael Roach

Prevention Officer Joey Cruea of CLFD instructing students of Las Flores Elementary on what to do in case of a 
fire in the home by utilizing the departments ‘Fire Safety House’ a converted trailer that simulates a fire emergency. 
The trailer was one of several activities featured in  a program to teach the students fire prevention.  

Higgins speaks during Women’s History Month

Theresa Goldstrand, NAWCWD PAO

Dr. Karen Higgins, executive director and director for research and 
Engineering at NAWCWD 1998 through 2005, addresses the audience 
and awardees at NAWCWD’s 2011 Women’s History Month celebration 
held at McLean Laboratory.  Higgins began working at China Lake’s Naval 
Weapons Center in 1973 and retired in 2005.

Seven students f rom the 
California State University at 
Chico toured Naval Air Warfare 
Ce nt e r  We apon s  D iv i s ion 
(NAWCWD) facilities at China 
Lake in March. 

 “My hope is that when students 
see the real-life application of their 
studies, those who are interested 

will tailor their curriculum toward 
the skill areas we need,” said Dan 
Harris, head of 5.2 WD Range 
Data Systems Division, who 
hosted the tour.

The tour, organized by Harris 
and supported by the NAWCWD 
Recruiting Office staff from 
Point Mugu and China Lake, 

included stops at the Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle Weaponization 
Laborator y, Range Cont rol 
Center, AV-8B Weapons System 
Support Activity, Integrated 
Battlespace Arena, Weapons 
Prototyping Laboratory, and the 
Sidewinder Signal Processing 

U.S. Navy photo

Dan Harris, head of 5.2 Range Data Systems Division, explains the functional characteristics of the Sidewinder 
missile to students visiting from the California State University Chico Math, Engineering and Science 
Achievement (MESA) program. The students toured China Lake in March to learn about NAWCWD and the 
Engineer and Scientist Development Program (ESDP). From left to right: Savleen Sekhon, Fateh Singh, 
Donovan Riley, Jillian Post, Perla Alvarado, Chris Loera and Dan Harris. Not shown: Antonio Apodaca. 

Chico students visit NAWCWD

Chico, page 12

Dan O’Connor

Dr. Spiro Lekoudis, Director of Weapons Systems, Office of the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics) OUSD 
(AT&L) visits China Lake for an overview of weapons-related Science, 
Technology and Acquisition programs.  Left: Lucas Lopez (OuSD), and  
Right: Dr. Spiro Lekoudis. Not pictured, Dave Janiec, NAWCWD, head of 
Weapons and Armament Directorate, Mallory Boyd, NAWCWD deputy 
for Science and Technology Dr. Lekoudis’ staff support,

Under Secretary of Defense visits 
China Lake



Inyo Kern Airport • Airport Road

Bernardino’s • 6601 Inyokern Road

Inyo Market • 1353 Brown Road

76 Gas Station • 6260 Inyokern Road

Crestwood Animal Hospital • 1131 Inyokern Road

Napa Auto Parts • 501 Inyokern Rd.

E.D.D. • 1400 N. Norma Ste.  #105

Econolodge Motel • Inyokern Rd.

1 Stop Market • 1451 China Lake Blvd.

Casey’s BBQ • 1337 China Lake Blvd.

Wyle Lab • 900 N. Heritage Drive

Drummond Medical Center • 1111 N. China Lake Blvd.

Ridgecrest Regional Hospital • 1081 N. China Lake Blvd.

KMART • China Lake Blvd.

Arned Forces Career Center • China Lake Blvd.

Carraige Inn • 901 N. China Lake Blvd.

Jacobs Naval Systems Group • 1550 N. Norma Ave.

Blimpie Sandwiches • 1028 N Norma Road

Casa Corona Cantina • 1030 N. Norma Rd.

Heritage Inn • 1050 N. Norma St.

Synetic Solutions • 730 N. Norma Suite C

Sizzler • N. Norma St.

Midway Café • 829 N. China Lake Blvd.

VFW • 117 N. Alvord Rd.

Comfort Inn • 507 S. China Lake Blvd.

Kristy’s Diner • 428 S. China Lake Blvd.

Best Western • 400 S. China Lake Blvd.

China Garden Restaurant • 206  S. China Lake Blvd.

City Hall • 100 W. California Ave.

Chamber of Commerce • 128 B E. California Ave.

Paul and Sons Automotive Inc. • 140 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

Johns Pizza • W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

American Legion Post #3243 • W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

76 Gas Station • 435 E. Ridgecrest Blvd.

Minute Stop Groceries • 843 E. Ridgecrest Blvd.

Park and Ride • Richmond & Ridgecrest Blvd.

Ridgecrest Office • 115 N. Balsam Suite E

Ridgecrest Mo-Mart • 1617 N. China Lake Blvd.

Electronic Warfare Association • 400 West Reeves Ave.

Pick up your copy of RocketeeR II
off base at the following locations:

Or view it online at 
www.chinalakenews.com

Go to Archive Tab
Find us on Facebook – 

Search for China Lake Rocketeer II
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The employees listed have been approved as leave recipients under the Leave Transfer Program.  
These employees have exhausted annual and sick leave because of medical emergencies and 
anticipate being in a leave-without-pay status for at least 24 hours.  Employees who wish to 
help a leave recipient may donate annual leave to the employee by submitting a completed OPM 
630-A Request to Donate Annual Leave (Within Agency) form.  Send your completed form to 
Code 731000D Stop 1316, Attn:  Madonna Archibeque, or you can fax to 939-1423.  For more 
information regarding the Leave Transfer Program, please call Madonna Archibeque at 939-8103 
or DSN 437-8103.    The 2011 leave year ends on 1 January 2012.  

NAME    CODE             
Baldwin, Barbara   410000D
Bales, Trisha M   71323AD
Bellino, Frank J   52330MD
Bendot, Kathleen R.  452100E
Burg, Brenda Johnson  71321AE
Chunduri, Narendra  423000D
Franco, Maria E   412000E
Fuller, Thomas A   NAVFAC
Gomez, Sonya M   71320AD
Gonzalez, Heather M.  254100D
Grace, Jenna M.   4L1000D
Houtkooper, Wendeline M  78A410D
Hunt, Lewis   523130E
Jackson, Sonja R   423000D

NAME                                              CODE
Jones, Donald T.   475100D
Mauldin, James V  473100D
Mendez, Deanna C  71321AD
Millis, Maryanne   783000D
Moore, Celeste E.  71320AD
Roberts, Billie Jo   478600D
Rodriguez, Patricia  658300E
Rubio, Gerardo   413100D
Swaney, Allyson A  K00000E
Tanner, Sarah   451400D
Turbett, Jennifer J.  52J400D
Wallis, Joanne   414200E
Wilson, Cindy L.   783200E 
Wirtz, Anne Marie  4J2400D
Zuniga, Annette V.  71320AE

Leave Transfer Program
Laboratory.

T he  s t udent s ,  con si s t i ng 
of juniors and seniors, are all 
members of the Math, Engineering 
and Science Achievement (MESA) 
Student Chapter at Chico and 
included representatives from 
the Society of Women Engineers 
and the Society of Hispanic 
Engineers. 

As a NAVAIR recruiter, Harris 
reaches out to a broad community 
of engineer ing students and 
showcases the work at NAWCWD. 
Acknowledging the challenges in 
developing a diverse workforce, 
Har r is  k nows that  bu i ld ing 
relationships with students early in 
their educational career is critically 
important. Harris has successfully 
recruited Engineer and Scientist 
Developmental Program (ESDP) 
candidates, whose first exposure 
to NAVAIR was through the ESDP 

tours. 
Gavin Swanson, who was 

recruited by Harris as an ESDP 
candidate from Chico and hired 
September 2010, really enjoys his 
work. “It’s interesting, fun and 
challenging,” he said. Swanson 
recently resurrected a remote 
cockpit from a QF-4 drone project. 
Two cockpits have since been 
modified for use as an educational 
and awareness exhibit to be located 
in the U.S. Naval Museum of 
Armament and Technology at 
China Lake.

“I appreciate the fact that these 
students were willing to drive 
1,000-miles (round trip) to see us,” 
Harris said. “They seemed to be 
really impressed with the variety of 
interesting work and the enthusiasm 
of the people who work here. This 
is the fourth annual event that we 
have hosted, and I am enthusiastic 
about the positive response we have 
been getting.”

Chico, from Page 11

This Date in 
United States
Naval History: 

April 7
1776 - Continental brig Lexington 

captures British Edward
1917 - Navy takes control of all 

wireless radio stations in the U.S.
1942 - Navy accepts African 

Americans for general service
1945 - First two Navy flight nurses 

land on an active battlefield (Iwo 
Jima): Ensign Jane Kendeigh, USNR, 

and Lt.j.g. Ann Purvis, USN
1945 - Carrier aircraft defeat last 

Japanese Navy sortie (Battle of East 
China Sea); Yamato, world’s largest 

battleship, and five other ships sunk
1979 - Launching of first Trident 

submarine, USS Ohio (SSBN-726) 
at Groton, Conn.



Lutheran Congregations in Mission 
for Christ (LCMC)

Grace
Lutheran ChurCh

Sunday WorShip
8:00 am – Holy 

Communion Service
10:30 am Celebration Service

with Holy Communion

ChriStian EduCation
9:15 am Classes for all Ages

Lovingly Staffed Nursery w/pagers

502 n. norma St.
ridgcrest

 (760) 375-9768
www.gracelutheran.org

“Proclaiming the Gospel in 
the Desert Empire”

Rev. Mark Rowland uPastor

Visit our Web Site at www.rcnazarene.org

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
571 No. Norma Street • 375-4433

Sunday
9 a.m. Worship & Children’s Church

Sunday School for Teens/Young Adults
11 a.m. Contemporary Service
6 p.m.  Evening Praise Service/Children’s Church

Wednesday
9 a.m.  WOW - Women’s Bible Study
11:00 a.m.  Adult Bible Study
6:15 p.m.  Caravan 4 years - 6th grade
6:15 p.m.  Jr./Sr. High Youth Group

James L. Goss, Pastor • Gregory Griffin, Children’s Pastor
Matthew Connally, Youth Pastor • Jeff  Little, Worship & Arts Pastor

Worship Directory
All Souls’ 

Episcopal Church

Welcomes You
Join us for worship

Every Sunday at 5 p.m.
The Rev. Linda Huggard, Vicar
The Rev. Ruth Eller, Assisting

Historical Society Building
230 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

Ridgecrest, CA 93555
For information call:

(760) 499-1493 or 
(760) 375-8148

All Souls’ Episcopal Church 
is a member of the worldwide 

Anglican communion.

China Lake Baptist Church is a place where you can experience the truth 
and power of God’s Word. We invite you to come and discover the joy 
of being involved in a Bible-believing church that seeks to reach people for 
Christ and provide a Biblical foundation for life.

Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.  • Morning Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service  – 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer & Bible Study – 6:00 p.m.

China   Lake

Baptist  Church

1311 N. Norma St. • Ridgecrest
(Sierra Vista Center)

(760) 977-8516
Pastor Jason W. Heneise

pastor@chinalakebc.org

www.chinalakebc.org

St. Michael’s Anglican Church

Principal Services

Sun Family (Rite II) 10:00 AM

Sun Traditional (1928 Rite) 5:00 PM

A member of the Anglican Church in North America

200 W. Drummond Ave
(760) 446-5816  www.saintmikeschurch.org

St Michaels 04.08.11

Reaching the lost, growing the found

To advertise 
in the Worship 

Directory please 
call toll free 

(877) 247-9288.

First Church of 
Christ, Scientist 

504 Sydnor Avenue 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

(760) 446-3801

“God is 
speaking...

are we 
listening?”

Lecture
Saturday, April 9

2:00 pm

110 S. China Lake Blvd.
across st. from BofA

(760) 375-9151

Family Full Service
Salon & Barber

Military Haircuts 
$8.00

Fades &
Flat Tops

Hanh’s Hair Design

Just Imagine!

Hrs:  Mon. – Fri. 10-6
 Sat. 11-5
 Sun. 11-4

(760) 371-3031
827 China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest, CA  93555
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their courage, professionalism and 
integrity.” 

This is the only event in the 
Indian Wells Valley that specifically 
honors the outstanding enlisted 
men and women assigned to China 
Lake.

“The Indian Wells Valley 

community sincerely cares about 
its military because they grew 
up together,” noted Winter. “So 
whether raised here or stationed 
here, members of the military will 
always be embraced and appreciated 
by the community. And not just for 
their service to this country, but for 
their direct support for the greater 
good of this Valley - helping to build 

Named, from Page 1 houses, visiting the elderly, and 
passing out school supplies in the 
August heat. These are contributions 
that remain well past when a tour of 
duty ends, when Sailors and Marines 
move out and the next ones move in. 
Military come and go, commands 
change hands, civilians stay, and the 
mission we were handed more than 
60 years ago continues together in 

joint execution by our community 
and military families.” 

After a presentation about each 
of the eight candidates by each of 
their senior leadership, the top two 
awards were presented by President, 
IWVCouncil of the Navy League, 
retired Navy Capt. Mark Storch, 
Master of Ceremonies, retired Navy 
Cmdr. Steve Goad and Command 

Master Chief. 
Pinel and Braun were also each 

presented the Key to the City 
of Ridgecrest by City Council 
Member Steven Morgan. 

A l l  c a nd id a t e s  r e c e ive d 
cash awards made possible by 
contributions and support from 
businesses, service organizations 
and private citizens.

NAWCWD 
Commander 
Rear Adm. 
Mat Winter 
congratulates 
Senior 
Bluejacket 
of the Year 
Hospital 
Corpsman 
First Class 
Ronald Braun, 
far left photo,  
and Junior 
Bluejacket of 
the year Sgt. 
Jose Pinel, left 
photo.

Photos by Milly Noy

To advertise, please call toll free (877) 247-9288. 
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Community Support Programs Events
Bachelor’s Quarters  q  Child & Youth Programs  q  Dining Services  q  Family Housing  q  Fleet & Family Support Center  q  MWR  q  Navy Gateway Inns & Suites

Community 
Support Programs

Outdoor Recreation - 760-939-3006
Equipment Rental headquarters! 

Trailers, bikes, camping gear and party equipment!

Information, Tickets & Tours - 760-939-8644
Discounts on amusements parks, museums & the zoo!

Discount vouchers for hotels in the 
Los Angeles, San Diego and Las Vegas area.

Aquatics (Indoor Pool) - 760-939-2334
Lap swim:

Mon-Fri 5-7 am, 11 am-1 pm,  5-7 pm. Sat & Sun 10 am-3 pm.

Dining Services - 760-939-8662
Paradise Cafe o�ers all-you-can-eat bu�ets 

every day except Fridays! 
Salad Bar,  Italian, Salad, Soup, Sandwich, 

Mexican and Prime Rib Bu�ets!
Paradise Bar is open 

Thursday 6-9 pm and Friday 5-10 pm.

Auto Skills Center - 760-939-2346
April Special - Engine Analyzer 

(50% o� for military, 25% o� for all others)

RecStop Single Sailor Liberty Center - 760-939-4386
Daily activities!

Wi-Fi, games, video stations, computers, 
tournaments, food & fun!

Fleet & Family Support Center - 760-939-4545
Life Skills Courses, Personal Financial Management, 

Relocation and Counseling Services, 
TAP Classes, and Base Indocs.

Hall Memorial Lanes Bowling Center - 760-939-3471
FREE Active Duty Bowling, 

every Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 3-5 pm and 
Thursday, Noon - 5 pm up to 3 games! 
Saturday, Xtreme Bowling 7-10:30 pm.

Sunday, Family Bowling all day!

Eggstravaganza
At Solar Park

Saturday April 23

Military .... Free
DoD .... $2

Community .... $3

Bring your cameras!

Hunt Times:
Infants....9:30 am

Ages 1-2....9:45 am
Ages 3-4....10 am

Ages 5-6....10:15 am
Ages 7-8....10:30 am
Ages 9-10....10:45 am

Teen Hunt and BBQ
at Castle X at 6 pm

For more 
information, call

760-939-2909/8336

Active Duty Military and Community
Appreciation FREE Golf  Day

Friday, April 15
ALL DAY

One FREE round of  golf
courtesy of  MWR!

Call for your tee time!
760-939-2990

Yosemite 
National Park 
Camping Trip

Friday-Sunday
May 13-15

$75

Outdoor Recreation
760-939-3006

Military Sign Up
April 11-May 5

Civilian Sign Up
April 25-May 5

B-Mountain Challenge
Friday, April 15

9 am
(Sign up by 4/14)

FREE!
Sport & Fitness

760-939-2334

B-Mountain Hikes
11 am
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
Active Duty ..... FREE
All Others ..... $1

Outdoor Recreation
760-939-3006

Easter Brunch
Sunday, April 24

10 am-2 pm

Adults .... $17.95
Children 9-12 .... $10.95
Children 4-8 .... $6.95

Children Under 3 .... Free

Reservations/Advance Tickets
Required

760-939-8662/2739

Paradise Community Center
Bldg. 001384, Blandy Avenue



New! Naval air weapoNs statioN, chiNa lake specific

For advertising opportunities 
online and in Rocketeer II

Call 877.247.9288 Today

www.chinalakenews.com
Local Naval Air Weapons Station, China Lake  
News & Features
US Navy News
Searchable Website!
Updated Daily
Also contains complete print edition of  
Rocketeer II, base paper of Naval Weapon Station
View Archived editions of Rocketeer II
Local, regional and national news

Local, regional and national advertising

www.chinalakenews.com

•

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

AEROTECH
MULTI
MEDIA

News from over a dozen southwest 
U.S. military bases online at

www.aerotechnews.com

Prefer your news in print?
Enjoy your favorite Aerotech publications in print, delivered to you via U.S. Mail. Get the full impact of 
the news, features, photographs and more every week! It’s easy to subscribe. Select the paper(s) you 
wish to subscribe to on the left, add and total on the right, then fill out the form at the bottom.

Select 
Paper

Publication Base(s) Served
Annual  

Subscription 
Rate

Enter price for each 
subscription chosen

❍
Aerotech  

News & Review
AF Plant 42, Mojave Spaceport, 

Aerospace Valley
$89

❍ Desert Eagle Edwards AFB $89

❍ High Desert Warrior Fort Irwin NTC $89

❍ Beacon March ARB $89

❍ Rocketeer II China Lake NAWS $59

❍ Bullseye Nellis & Creech AFB $89

❍ Thunderbolt Luke AFB $89

❍
Desert  

Lightning News
Davis-Monthan AFB $89

❍ The Scout Fort Huachuca $89

❍ Desert Warrior MCAS Yuma $89

Total $

YES! Start my subscription today. 
I have enclosed payment for: $ ____________________

Name:  _______________________________________ Phone: ___________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Check Enclosed  ❑  Visa  ❑  Mastercard  ❑   American Express   ❑

Credit card number:  __________________________________ Exp Date: __________________________

Signature _______________________________________________________________________________

To subscribe simply complete the form, attach your payment and mail to: 
Aerotech News Subscriber Services, 456 East Avenue K-4, Suite 8, Lancaster, CA 93535; 

call 661-945-5634 or email to: paulkinison@aerotechnews.com

Never miss another edition!
Aerotech News has partnered with NewspaperDirect and Press Display to be able 
to provide readers with our flagship paper — Aerotech News and Review — and 
our eleven military base papers throughout the world.

Available in over 100 
countries through a 
global network of dis-
tributors, the newspaper 
Print-on-Demand service 
is suitable for individual 
subscribers, retail outlets, 
hotels, cruise ships, air-
lines, corporate offices, 
libraries, educational 
institutions, events and 
private yachts.

Not near a Print-on-
Demand center? No 
problem. You can visit 
newspaperdirect.com and read and search a paper-
less version through Press Display. 

www.newspaperdirect.com
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ALLOY MEDIA + MARKETING

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. (GA-ASI), is the prime contractor to the U.S. Air Force to provide Predator
and Predator B/MQ-9 Reaper unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) that are in extensive use in the skies over Iraq and
Afghanistan. The prop jet Predator B, operational with the U.S. Air Force, Royal Air Force, U.S. Navy, Department of
Homeland Security, and NASA, has also been acquired by the Italian Air Force. We are currently fulfilling a multi-million
dollar procurement contract to provide Gray Eagle aircraft systems to the U.S. Army and have just introduced the next
generation UAS in the Predator series, the pure jet Predator C Avenger. We are in search of qualified candidates to fill
our currently available positions: 

Headquarters
(San Diego, CA)
• Aerodynamics Engineers
• Buyers
• Contract Administrators
• Design Checkers
• Drafters
• Electrical Engineers
• Electronics Inspectors
• Electronic Technicians
• Engineer Designers
• Engineers – Propulsion Systems
• Engineers – System Integration
• Financial Analysts (Program Finance)
• Flight Control Engineers
• ILS Engineers
• Imagery Analysts
• Machinists (Mori Seiki)
• Manufacturing Engineers

• Mechanical Engineers
• Price Cost Analysts
• Program Managers
• Project Control Analysts
• Project/Systems Engineers
• Quality Engineers
• Radar Technicians
• Reliability/Maintainability Engineers
• Safety Technicians
• Scientists
• Software Engineers
• Subcontract Administrators
• Systems Administrators – Windchill
• Technical Writers
Gray Butte Flight Operations Facility
(Palmdale, CA)
• Aircraft Flight Schedulers
• A&P Specialists 
• Avionics/Electronics Technicians

• Integration Technicians
• Mechanical Engineers
• Production & Assembly Supervisors
• Sensor Operators
• Technical Writers
• UAV Pilots
Advanced Development Facility
(Adelanto, CA)
• A&P Specialists
• Composite Technicians 
• Mechanical Engineers
• Project Engineers
• Quality Inspectors
• Test Technicians
Predator Maintenance
(Creech AFB, NV)
• Avionics Technicians
• Munitions Technicians

San Diego Facility Fax: (858) 525-6360 
Palmdale Facility Fax: (661) 789-5796

Adelanto Facility Fax: (760) 530-2501
Creech AFB Facility Fax: (858) 525-6360

Please visit our website for job descriptions and other employment opportunities. Apply online at www.ga-asi.com/careers.
You may fax your resume to GA-ASI (REFERENCE LOCATION ON YOUR RESUME):

Equal Opportunity Employer

AUTOS
FOR LESS

QUALITY, AFFORDABLE USED CARS
Emission
Repairs

Computer
Diagnostics

General
Repairs

760-446-2170
Steve Parsons • 623 Inyokern

Smog
Checks
$53.25

Core-Test Computer Repair
PC Repairs and light MAC Repairs

Jim Phifer
I come to you. Call me anytime for service and repairs

5238 Cholla Way • Ridgecrest, Ca 93555
(760) 377-5195 H • (703) 501-0910 C
shyone9@gmail.com

Please Help Complete A Family
Become a Surrogate

Earn $25,000-$35,000

We currently have many local and
international couples in need.

Serving Southern California 
since 2005

888-400-0944
www.sunrisesurrogacy.com

R2/DE/Beacon 03.11.11
2 x 2
Sandra
Sunrise Surrogacy 
03.11.11
AK
Original
BW

Get 2 FREE Tickets to 
the Toyota Grand 
Prix of Long Beach

with any Toyota Service of $89.99 or more

Genuine               Toyota

$4790
Genuine               Toyota

plus tax

from

Spring Service Value Package

Most Toyota vehicles. Please call for appointment 
and present coupon at write-up. Exp. 04/30/11 AN

• Up to 5 qts. oil & GENUINE TOYOTA Oil Filter 
• Inspect Brakes • Clean Windshield 
• Fluids Inspected & Replenished 
• Test Battery • Rotate Tires • Multi-Point Inspection

• Inspect belts and hoses 
• Replace with GENUINE TOYOTA drive belts and hoses

Competitive Prices with Great Local Service

R2 04.08.11
2 x 4.5
Barbara
Bud Eyre 04.08.11
AK
Revision 2
BW

$2410
Genuine               Toyota

Most Toyota vehicles. Please call for appointment and present coupon at write-up. Exp. 04/30/11 AN

Capture dust, pollen and other airborne particles
Filter both recirculated air and fresh air
Toyota designed and engineered

Don’t let a belt or hose leave you stranded!

Most Toyota vehicles. Please call for an appointment 
and present coupon at write-up. Exp. 04/30/11 AN

10% Off Belts and Hoses Replacement

Genuine Toyota Cabin Air Filter

Spring Savings

from

$33K 
One of the nicest  
Homes in Trona! 

Landscaped / Sprinkler System
See photos at

www1.iwvisp.com/vankast/3bdrm/
www.youtube.com/watch?v=y09ivj-K07c  

Many upgrades

760-382-5630

House  
for sale

Homes for Sale

Make Sure Everyone 
Knows

You’re Selling Your Home.
Advertise Here. 

Call 877-247-9288 Today!
Aerotech News & Review

Homes for Rent

FIND THE RIGHT RENTER!
HIGHLIGHT YOUR AD IN
YELLOW TO GET MORE

ATTENTION! 
CALL 877-247-9288 

TO PLACE
YOUR AD TODAY!

Aerotech News & Review 

Apartments for Rent

FILL YOUR VACANCIES! 
REACH THOUSANDS OF 
READERS! HIGHLIGHT 

YOUR AD IN YELLOW TO 
GET MORE ATTENTION! 
CALL 877-247-9288 TO 

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 
Aerotech News & Review

Recreational Vehicles

2008  Joyner Mini Sandrail, 
Excellent Condition! Water 
cooled, 2 seater. $2000 OBO 
Call  661-305-8495.

2000 KXR 300, Excellent Con-
dition. ASking $1800 obo. Call 
802-2238 or 305-4825 

Cars & Trucks

Someone Needs a
 New Set of Wheels! 

Don’t Let it Sit, Sell it! 
Call 877-247-9288 Today!
Aerotech News & Review

Motorcycles

1985 Honda Shadow, Various 
Parts, engine, Frame, Wheels 
and More! Call 760-793-3391

Furniture & Appliances

Queen Size Serta Mattress only 
3 yrs. Old. Excellent Condition! 
Call 760-793-3391

Announcements

PLEASE REMEMBER
DEADLINE FOR ALL
CLASSIFIED ADS IS

TUESDAYS AT NOON
FOR THAT WEEK’S

EDITION! 

Garage & Yard Sales

One Person’s Junk is
Another’s Treasure!
You’ll be Amazed at 
How Many Treasure 
Hunters there are! 

 Place your ad Today!
Call 877-247-9288

Aerotech News & Review

You can now get your 
Paid Classified Ads 
highlighted in 

Yellow!

Beautiful and Spacious 2 
Master Bedrooms/2.5 Baths/2 
Car Garage. 1332 sq. ft. in 
Gate Community. Appliances 
included. Fenced Yard, 
Community Pool. $995/mo.

Homes for Rent

Sample

For information, 
call 

toll free 
877-247-9288

New for Classified ads

Homes for Rent 
Apartments for Rent 

Employment Opportunities 
Cars & Trucks

Furniture & Appliances 
Yard Sales 
Services 

and many more…

China Lake
Rocketeer II



Find this photograph and many more in 
the new photo archive at 

www.aerotechnews.com
Find it on the top menu bar.

New Photos UPloaded weekly!

B-29

Find this photograph and many more in 

Photo 
archive liNk 
is Now live!



20th Annual

April 16 & 17
Lancaster City Park
10  a.m. to 6 p.m.

Adults $8
Seniors (62 & older) $5

Children (6-12) $5
Children (under 6) FREE

For more information: 661-723-6077

Lancaster City Park
10 th Street West & Avenue K-8

Abundant free parking with complimentary
trams to and from festival site

TM

Live Music

Arts & Crafts

Farmers 
Market

Children’s 
Carnival

Exotic Animals

www.poppyfestival.com



Listen to the 
all New

adelman Broadcasting • 731 N. Balsam Street • Ridgecrest, Ca 93555

Kickin’ Country has all of  Today’s  New 
Country along with Yesterday’s Favorites

Join Bill in the Midday
warren Guest on the weekends


