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Service members help secure Big Wrap

By Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class (SW)
Corwin Colbert

Joint Region Edge Staff

Servicememberscurrently on Guam spent
their Saturday morning wrapping giftsfor the
27th Annual Sugar Plum Treg'sBig Wrap a
the Bank of Hawaii in Hagatna, Guam Dec.
10.

TheBigWrapisthetraditiona conclusion
to the Sugar Plum Tree gift-giving project
wherevolunteersjointogether towrgp dl the
gifts donated by individuas who sdected a
name from the Sugar Plum Treethisyear.

Sugar Plum Treeexecutivedirector Kathy
Kernaghan said service membersteamed up
to help out the community wrap 991 packages
of gift tofamilies, children, dissbled and sen-
ior citizens who are less fortunate. Military
sarvice members on Guam adong with their
families dso donated some of the gifts.

“Many of the military will go and pick a
name off the tree and buy them a gift,” Ker-
naghansad. “It' samazing how many military
people camethisyear. | was 0 thrilled when
| saw all the yellow shirts come
through the door.”

See Big Wrap, Page 8

Right: Service mem-
bers from the 23rd
Expeditionary  Bomb
Squadron, Air Force
Global Strike Command
wrap gifts for the 27th
Annual Sugar Plum Tree
Big Wrap at the Bank of
Hawaii in Hagatna,
Guam Dec. 10. The Big
Wrap is the traditional
conclusion to the Sugar
Plum Tree gift-giving
project. Volunteers join
together to wrap all the
donated gifts. (U.S.
Navy photos by Mass
Communication
Specialist 2nd Class
(SW) Corwin Colbert)

Police officers graduate from CNIC academy

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd
Class Waris Banks
U.S. Naval Base Guam Public Affairs

Commander, Navy Installations Command
(CNIC) welcomed six new civilian police officers
from the police training academy during a gradu-
ation ceremony at the Big Screen Theatreon U.S.

Graduate: Chief Master-at-Arms (SW/AW)
Chiniece Lawson, left, congratulates Officer Jesus
Togawa, one of six members of Class 02-2011 to
graduate from the Commander, Navy Installation
Command (CNIC) police training academy during a
ceremony at the Big Screen Theatre on U.S. Naval
Base Guam Dec. 9. Togawa is a retired Airmen and
Guam Police Department officer. (U.S. Navy photo by
Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Waris
Banks/Released)

Naval Base Guam Dec. 9.

More than 60 guests attended the ceremony to
witness membersreceive awards and certificates of
completion from the rigorous program, which in-
cluded firearms instruction, interrogation tech-
niques and physicdl fitness endurance tests.

Graduating Officer Robert Zahnen, a former
Marine and classlead officer, was honored to be a
part the group and extended warm congratul ations
to hisfellow officers.

“Although our team is small we have many
years of experience,” he said.

The graduates have a combined tota of more
than 100 years of military and law enforcement
experience, which played asignificant part in their
training.

The oldest member of the class, 62-year-old Of-
ficer Jesus Togawa, a Barrigada netive, was one of

See Academy, Page 8

Notice to Readers:

The last 2011 issue of Joint Region Edge
will be Dec. 23 to prepare for the new
year. Publication will resume Jan. 13,
2012.

Seabee Tree cnic.navy.mil/marianas Scan for direct links to
Joint Region Marianas

Sailor receives facebook.com/jrmguam

special gift

SEE PAGE 4 youtube.com/jrmguam

twitter.com/jrmguam
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Andersen’s Best: Senior Airman Jeremy Flint

Top Performer: Senior Airman Jeremy Flint, 36th Maintenance Squadron metals technology journeyman, was awarded Andersen’s Best at Andersen Air Force Base Dec.1. Andersen’s Best is
a recognition program, which highlights a top performer from the 36th Wing. Each week, supervisors nominate a member of their team for outstanding performance and the wing commander pres-
ents the selected Airman/civilian with an award. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Carlin Leslie/Released)

By Senior Airman Carlin

Leslie
36th Wing Public Affairs

Senior Airman Jeremy Flint,
36th Maintenance Squadron met-
als technology journeyman, was
awarded Andersen’s Best on An-
dersen Air Force Base Dec. 1.

Flint’s maintenance expertise
and adherence to the technical da-
ta has directly impacted the mis-
sion’s capability of the aerospace
ground equipment (AGE) flight,
repairing 46 damaged pieces of
AGE this past quarter.

“Airman Hint single-handedly
holds down the metal s technol o-
gy shop here in the maintenance

squadron at Andersen,” said Tech.
Sgt. Brian Marseglia, 36th Main-
tenance Squadron. “Without him,
the AGE flight would not be able
to provide serviceabl e equipment
to support the mission.”

Aside from giving 100 per-
cent while on duty, Flint isalso
working towards his Aviation
Technology degree, and current-

ly maintains a 3.0 grade point
average.

Flint also supported 350 main-
tenance actions during the last B-
52 deployment, influencing 163
sorties and 1,154 flight hours.

Andersen’s Best is a recogni-
tion program which highlights a
top performer from the 36th
Wing. Each week, supervisors

nominate amember of their team
for outstanding performance and
thewing commander presentsthe
selected Airman/civilian with an
award.

To nominate your
Airmen/civilian for Andersen’s
Best, contact your unit chief or
superintendent explaining their
accomplishments.

Exercise your right to vote even when far from home

By Chief Legalman Kimberlee

Lindee
Joint Region Marianas Force Paralegal

Asthe end of the calendar year approach-
€s, you're probably thinking about the holi-
days. Maybe you're taking leave and going
back hometo visit with family and friends or
perhaps you' re planning to enjoy the next
couple of weeks here on Guam, with a holi-
day fiestaand sometime at the beach. What-
ever your plans are and no matter what's on
your mind &t this time of year, next year's
dectionisprobably thelast thing you' re think-
ing about. However, if you' reamilitary mem-
ber stationed oversess or the family member
of amilitary member, now isthetimeto pause
and think about how you're going to exer-
ciseyour right to vote.

The Federal Voting Assistance Program

If you’re a military member stationed
overseas or the family member of a
military member, now Is the time to
pause and think about how you’ll
exercise your right to vote.

— Chief Legalman Kimberlee Lindee, Joint Region Marianas Force Paralegal

(FVAP) istasked with making surethosewho
serve our country away from their home of
record are afforded every opportunity to meke
their voice heard in federa, state and local
dections. The sameistruefor spouses, adult
children and otherswho may accompany serv-
icemembers. Every command and every mil-
itary installation is tasked with having aVot-
ing Assistance officer who can provide you

with theinformation you need to register and
vote.

Thiswill beabig yeear for eections, and not
justfor presdent. Consder thesefacts, dl the
seats in the U.S. House of Representatives
areopen; one-third of the U.S. Senate seetsare
open; 13 dates will be eecting governors;
and literally thousands of local and state po-

mayors, state representatives and many, many
more. In addition, any number of local ballot
measures will be up for consideration. Three
gateswill havether presidentia primary elec-
tions in January, and another five are sched-
uled to hold primary eectionsin February. I
you want to participatein those e ections, the
timeto get registered is now.

For genera information on the FVAR, log
on to www.fvap.gov. Thereis a frequently
asked questions section which can help you
determine where you state of resdenceisfor
voting purposes, how to register as an absen-
tee voter in your jurisdiction and how to get
theformsrequired for absentee voting. Each
state has dightly different requirements, so
it'simportant to get the right information for
your state of residence. Findly, if you're un-
sure of how to get an absentee ballot, contact
your command'’s Voting Assistance officer
for further guidance.

stions will be up for re-ection, to include
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NBG chapel brings holiday joy to foster families

By Navy Mass Communication

Specialist 2nd Class Waris Banks
U.S. Naval Base Guam Public Affairs

Servicemembers, family and friendsfrom
the U.S. Nava Base Guam (NBG) chapd in
collaboration with Harvest Baptist Church
(HBC) worked together to support Harvest
Houseto bring seasond joy to foster families
in Barrigada Dec. 10.

News Notes

Job Announcements

Interested individuals can view
the vacancy listings at
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/Maria
nas/index.htm or at
https://chart.donhr.navy.mil. For
more information, call 349-
6119/2224.

Christmas Mailing
Dates

The United States Postal Service
wants to be sure your loved
ones receive mail from you on
time. Please see the following
postal dates to mail out pack-
ages for the holiday season:
From Guam to the U.S.
Mainland-First class/priority
mail, Dec. 16, express mail,
Dec. 20; Hawaii-First class/pri-
ority mail, Dec. 19, express
mail, Dec. 21; Saipan—First
class/priority mail, Dec. 17,
express mail, Dec. 21; Federated
States of Micronesia, Republic
of the Marshall Islands, and
Palau- express mail, Dec.

19.Visit www.usps.com for more
information.

U.S. Navy Water
Quality Report
Available Online

The Safe Drinking Water Act
requires the U.S. Navy Water
System to issue an annual
report on water quality. If you
would like to learn more about
U.S. Naval Base Guam’s drinking
water, the 2010 U.S. Navy
Water System Water Quality
Report is now available online
at www.cnic.navy.mil/marianas.

Protestant Religious
Activities for Men on
Andersen Air Force
Base

Looking for a message of hope?
Join the men’s weekly Bible
study on Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
at the Hot Spot conference
room on Andersen Air Force
Base. Looking for a Christian
friendship? Come out for the
men’s Fellowship Breakfast
every third Saturday of the
month beginning at 8 a.m. in
the Chapel 2 annex.

Morethan 50 volunteersfrom NBG helped
servedinner and entertained children and their
familieswith songs, games and stories.

Navy spouse Teresa Lazarov coordinated
NBG volunteers after meeting afoster fami-
ly connected to Harvest House, a ministry
that helps foster children on idand. Soon &f-
ter meseting thefamily, she developed theidea
torecruit NBG Chapel membersto volunteer
and help with a holiday party for the foster
families.

“Thismakesmefed redly good,” Lazarov

AF Office of Special
Investigations
Recruiting Effort

The Air Force Office of Special
Investigations (AFOSI) is looking
for enlisted Airmen for special-
agent duty once they have first
served in another career field.
Those eligible are staff ser-
geants with less than 10 years
time in service, technical ser-
geants with less than one year
time in grade and less than 11
years time in service. Senior
Airmen are accepted on a case-
by-case basis. If you have a line
number for staff sergeant, you
will be considered as one. First-
term Airmen are releasable from
their current career field but
must be within their retraining
window. Career Airmen are
releasable with the approval of
their career field manager.
Current active-duty officers may
also retrain into AFOSI from
most career fields. Applications
can be accepted 10-13 months
prior to date eligible for return
from overseas (DEROS). Those
interested in a career as an
AFOSI special agent can contact
AFOSI Det. 602 on Andersen Air
Force Base at 366-2987 for a
recruitment package. For more
information, visit
http://www.osi.andrews.af.mil.

U.S. Naval Base
Guam Housing

Security Measures
While the incidents of crime in
Navy family housing are low,
U.S. Naval Base Guam recom-
mends housing residents imple-
ment the following prevention
measures:

e Ensure that all doors, win-
dows, garages and vehicles are
locked at all times.

e Turn on all outside lighting at
night.

e Secure all valuable items. Do
not leave valuable items that
are in your home in plain sight
to someone outside looking in
through a window or door.
Evaluate your home from the
outside for things that might
tempt a thief. Consider closing
blinds and curtains to make it
difficult for a thief to see valu-
able items.

e Report broken locks and light-
ing to the Housing Help Desk
and follow up if there is not a
prompt response.

e Report suspicious activity in

said. “Inlight of being ableto bridge the gap
between the military and theloca communi-
ty, especidly during the holiday season, it
makes me fed joyous.”

Lt. Cmdr. Thomas lanucci, NBG cheplain,
was thrilled with the event’s turnout and was
excited to take part in spreading the joy of
the holiday season.

“Wewere ableto play games, interact with
the children and make it a very festive time
with a party atmosphere,” he said. “It helped
[attendees] enjoy the holidays better.”

the community — day or night —
to the Security Department at
911 or 339-3414.

Relocation of U.S.
Naval Base Guam
Bachelor Housing
Service Desk

Bachelor Housing Front Desk
Services is now located at
Building 18 located on U.S.
Naval Base Guam. All contact
numbers will remain the same.
For more information, call 333-
2284/5.

Report Fraud, Waste,
and Mismanagement
The Joint Region Marianas (JRM)
Hotline provides an opportunity
to report significant cases of
fraud, waste and mismanage-
ment. Anyone can file a hotline
complaint. All reporters have
the right to remain anonymous.
To contact the JRM Inspector
General, e-mail M-GU-JRM-IG-
HOTLINE-FRAUD-WASTE-
ABUSE@fe.navy.mil or call 349-
1001. You may also mail your
report in to JRM Inspector
General Office, PSC 455 Box
211, FPO AP 96540. Remember,
the more detailed information
you provide the better we can
assist you.

Andersen Air Force
Base Public Health

Going on vacation? Andersen
Air Force Base’s Public Health
office can provide clinic benefi-
ciaries with general health
information such as vaccine
requirements, prophylactic med-
ications and disease outbreaks
for your specific travels. For
more information on your next
destination, contact Andersen
Public Health 366-4147.

Coalition of Sailors
Against Destructive
Decision

The Coalition of Sailors Against
Destructive Decision (CSADD)
Program provides an additional
resource and communication
took that facilitates positive
Sailor interaction and comple-
ments a commander’s message
directing proper conduct both
on and off duty. For more infor-
mation about this program,
contact Joint Region Marianas
CSADD Team Leader Chief

Explosive Ordnance Technician 2nd Class
Mario Spencer, of Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posa Mohile Unit 5, was one of the Sailors
volunteering to help serve dinner and enter-
tain families.

“It feelsgood to see peoplewith smileson
their faces” he said.

According to Harvest House co-director
JoshuaTaylor, there are more than 200 foster
children on idand. The children within the
program have often led extremely difficult
lives before coming into foster care.

Logistics Specialist (SW/AW)
June Magaling at 349-1238 or
June.Magaling@fe.navy.mil.

USPS Naval Station
Business Hours

The United States Postal Service
location in Barracks 4 on U.S.
Naval Base Guam is open
Monday through Friday from 8
a.m.-12 p.m. and 1-3 p.m. and
closed on Saturdays, Sundays
and federal holidays.

Human Resources
Hotline

Call the Joint Region Marianas
Human Resources hotline to be
connected with human
resources specialists and servic-
es. Check the latest vacancy
announcements, view available
training or be put in contact
with personnel to answer ques-
tions regarding equal employ-
ment opportunity and employee
labor relations at 1-855-HRO-
GUAM (1-855-476-4826).

Safety Hotline

Naval Base Guam and Andersen
Air Force Base service members,
dependents and personnel are
encouraged to report any
unsafe or unhealthful incidents
and situations to their respec-
tive installation safety hotlines.
The base safety office will
promptly investigate all reports.
On NBG, call 339-SAFE (7233)
or 777-1809 during non-duty
hours. On Andersen AFB, call
366-SAFE (7233) or 366-2981
during non-duty hours.

Andersen AFB Auto
Hobby Shop
Alignment Machine
The Andersen Air Force Base
Auto Hobby Shop’s alignment
machine is currently inoperable.
Wheel alignment service has
been suspended until further
notice. To assist you with any
guestions, contact lke
Evangelista at 366-2745 or
Syomi Dodd at 366-2220/7443.

Key Spouse Training
The Airman and Family
Readiness Center on Andersen
Air Force Base offers both ini-
tial and quarterly Key Spouse
Training. Key spouses are
appointed by unit commanders
to provide assistance to families
of members who are currently
deployed. For more information,
call 366-8136.



By Ensign Gregory Shultz
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 40

Christmas came early this year for Con-
struction Mechanic 2nd Class (SCW) John
McClain of Nava Mabile Construction Bat-
talion (NMCB) 40 ashereceived a Christmas
tree from the Guam Girl Scout’s office in
Tamuning, Guam Dec. 9.

McClain recently deployed with his com-
mand to U.S. Naval Base Guam (NBG) from
their homeport in Port Hueneme, Calif.

The service member’smother, SheliaL aver-
ty, sent the Christmas tree to her son through
the Guam Girl Scouts Annua Chrisgmas Tree
Sale with a tag addressed to her son, which
smply identified him as Sailor on board NBG.

Guam Girl Scouts Director Vickie Fish at-
tempted to contact McClain using severd friends
on base but had difficulty tracking him down.

Green Gift: Construction Mechanic 2nd
Class (SCW) John McClain of Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion 40, accepts a Christmas
tree from Guam Girl Scouts Executive Director
Vickie Fish at the Girl Scouts headquarters in
Tamuning, Guam Dec. 9. Fish tracked down
McClain after his tree arrived in their shipment
with only a tag addressed to U.S. Naval Base
Guam and with the Sailor’s name. (Photo cour-
tesy of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 40)

NM CB 40 Seabee recelves special gift from home

With an eagerness to bring the Christmas
Spirit to the Sailor and givethetreeto him, Fish
then contacted the tree farm ownersin Esta
cada, Ore. who supply the organization with
their Christmas trees. Fortunately, the farm
owners are close friends of McClain's moth-
er and from there his mother was able to get
both partiesin touch with each other and make
sure McClain's son received histree.

AsMcClain received his tree from the or-
ganization he expressed his gratitude for al
who played a part in getting the tree to him.

“1t’sheartwarming to know that peopleare
sharing their Christmas spirit and apprecia
tion for the military when we are halfway
around the world and away from our friends
and family,” he said.

This marks the third consecutive year Mc-
Clain has spent away from home for the hol-
idays. Last year, while servingwith NMCB 40
a Forward Operating Base Deh Dadi 1l in
Afghanistan, his mother sent him asmall sil-
ver tree that he proudly displayed.

The Guam Girl Scouts aso donated a sec-
ond tree to McClain. One tree will be dis-
played on the NMCB 40 Detail Guam Quar-
terdeck and the second will be displayed inthe
ALFA Company office spaces. NMCB 40 is
deployed to the United States Pacific Com-
mand (USAPAC) areaof operation to provide
congtruction engineering support. The com-
mand will return to their home base in July
2012.

“Going to Germany to
spend the holidays with my
girlfriend.”

Senior Airman Besmir Lalgj
36th Communications
Syuadron

“1 will be hanging out with
my buddiesenjoying the New
Year festivitieson theidand.”

Yeoman 3rd Class
Chris O’ Neal
Joint Region Marianas

How do you plan to spend
your New Year's?

“1’m going home to visit
family in Pittsourg.”

Saff Sgt. Mathew Milsa
36th Contracting Squadron

“Goingtothecdub.”

Senior Airman
Jasmine Frazier

36th Communications
Squadron

“I am going to spend time
with my family”

Jen Nichols
Morale, We fare
and Recreation

“1 am going to perform
a wedding for a wonderful
family.”

Lt. j.g Matt Drayton
U.S Naval Base Guam
Chaplain
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Andersen Air Force Base post officeto trangtion

From 36th Wing Public Affairs

In the next few daysthe U.S. Postal Service (USPS) will
deliver a packet of information to Andersen Air Force
Base housing residents only. Residents should fill out the
PS Forms 1093 and 3575 when they receive their pack-
age and bring two forms of

Army Post Office (APO) Customers

Therewill be no changesfor APO deliveries. Dorm res-
idents and existing APO patrons will keep their existing
PSC 251 Box number, APO, AP 96542. APO customers
have already received a notice to sign for their new mail-

box combinations at the window.

identification to the current
post office at Bldg. 21001 to
receive a key to your new
P.O. Box. Residents should
complete the process no lat-
er than Jan. 4, 2012.

The new podtd facility is
nearly finished and will soon
beready to servicethe Ander-
sen community. Thenew post
office is located next to the
base exchange where the
grand opening will be held
Jan. 9

The last day for Military
Family Housing (MFH)
USPS door-to-door deliver-
ies will be Jan. 7. All MFH
residentswill beissued aPO.
Box and will be able to start
the application process once
they receivethe USPSinfor-
mation packet during normal
business hours at the current
USPSwindow. Residentsare
reminded it istheir responsi-
bility to make appropriate

As a reminder, individuals
shall not utilize their unit’s offi-
cial mailing address to receive
persona mail. Theintent of each
unit mailing addressis solely to
support official correspondence
of the United States Govern-
ment.

FAQs for Postal
Service Center
transition

Q: Why arewetranstioning
to central délivery?

A: Thisisajoint venture be-
tween Andersen and USPS to
consolidate operations. Thistran-
sition is a result of budgetary
constraints.

Q: Will peoplebeabletogo
totheir PO. Box after hoursto
receive mail?

A: Customers will have ac-
cess to their PO. Box 24 hours

mailing address change no-

tifications to utilities, maga-

zines, newspapers, etc. Once
residents submit the change
of address form; mail will be
forwarded to the new P.O.
Box for one year.

To facilitate the transition
to the new facility, all postal services on Andersen will be
closed Jan. 5-7. During this time residents should plan ac-
cordingly asno mail serviceswill be available on base. Cus-
tomers are reminded they can till mail items from an off-
base postal facility.

Duty Station: Airmen from the 36th Communications
Squadron Postal team stand in front of their new facility on
Andersen Air Force Base. Andersen’s post office is assist-
ing residents to transition from the former facility. (Photo
courtesy of 36th Wing Public Affairs/Released)

aday.

Q: How many people will
be on duty and what are the
customer service hours?

A: The postal center will be
staffed with two USPS em-
ployees from 9 am.-3 p.m.
Monday-Friday and one from 9 am.-noon Saturdays .
The customer service window will be open from 9 am.-
3 p.m Monday-Friday and 9-11 am. every Saturday. The
postal center will be closed on all
federal holidays.

Interesting Find: Hull Maintenance Technician 1st Class Steven Mullin, left, and Hull Maintenance Technician 2nd Class
Zeus Millena, both Navy reservists assigned to the submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40), remove trash from the
beach during a community service project in Tumon, Guam Dec. 9. Frank Cable conducts maintenance and support of sub-
marines and surface vessels deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication

Specialist 1st Class Melvin Nobeza/Released)

Q: How longwill mail beauto forwarded from my street
addresstothe PO. Box?

A: When customers receive their keysfor their PO. Box
they will also be given a change of address (COA) form.
This COA isgood for 12 months. We ask that &l customers
notify their correspondents of their new mailing addressim-
mediately when new address is known. We will work with
al customersto ensure al mail is properly rerouted. It isthe
responsibility of the customer to notify &l correspondents of
their new address.

Q: Can we keep having mail sent to street address per-
manently?

A: No, werequire cusomersto notify mailersas soon asthe
new addressis known. Again we will work with cusomersto
ensure that mail is properly rerouted. The PO. Box number
that will beissued to dl resdentswill be the only addressrec-
ognized by USPS as a correct mailing address.

Q: When isthelast day for homeddlivery?
A: Thelast scheduled day for home ddlivery isJan. 7.

Q: How will | receive parcesto my PO. Box?

A: Customerswill receive anatification in their PO. Box
that aparcel isavailablefor pick up. The customer can then
receivetheitem at the customer servicewindow or at the par-
cel lockers.

Q: What isthe process of usng a parcel locker?

A: The customer will receive akey in their PO. Box with
ingructions on retrieving their article from aparce locker that
islocated in front of the Posta Service Center.

Q: What arethe shipping restrictions from CONUSto
P.O. Boxes?

A: All redtrictions depend on the shippers. Customersshould
adwaysverify shipping regrictionswhen ordering from CONUS
or online vendors.

Q: What if PO. Box customersareunabletoreceivea
package because of vendor restrictions (Amazon, Ebay,
Target, etc.)?

A: PO. Box cusomers by exception can have packages sent
to the Posta Service Center’s physicd address.

John Doe
Bldg 24018 Carolines Ave, Box XXXX
Yigo, GU 96929

Cable Sailors
clean up
local beaches

Cleaning Up Carefully: Navy reservists assigned to
the submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) pick up
trash during a community service project in Tumon, Guam
Dec. 9. Frank Cable conducts maintenance and support of
submarines and surface vessels deployed in the U.S. 7th
Fleet area of responsibility. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 1st  Class Melvin
Nobeza/Released)



Save ener gy decor ating this holiday season

By Patrick Russell

Andersen Air Force Base Energy Manager

meas décor isin full effect including beautiful
and festive lighting. Holiday tradition is awe-
some and it makes us al cheery and warmin-
Side, but can't wedso savealittleenergy inthe
process? The answer isyes.

Here arefour easy energy savingstipsto
consider through the holiday festivities:

Switch to Light Emitting Diode (LED)
lights. They useabout 90 percent lessdectric-
ity than aregular Christmas light and are as
fair priced astraditiond lights.

Utilizefiber-optic decorationsand be atrue
energy saver. Fiber-optic decorations are the
most efficient way to go because they use one
singlelight bulb in the base of the unit to light

the decoration in its entirety.

Limit the time the lights are on. The best
practiceistowait until dark to turn onyour hol-
iday lights, and make sure they are off before
bedtime. Santa recommends six hours or less
of nightly use.

Turn off the lights in the room when
the tree lights are on. The lights
on the tree should provide
enough ambient light for nav-
igation around the room.
Following these
four easy energy sav-
ingstipsiseasy for the
wholefamily withlittle
effort. Santawill gppreci-
ate your motivation in helping reduce ener-
gy use on and off base. For more information
contact theloca base energy manager for ques-

tions or suggestions.

Creative Christmas Tree:
A Christmas tree made from
recycled paper sits on display
at the Naval Facilities
Engineering Command (NAV-
FAC) Marianas business direc-
tor’s office on U.S. Naval Base
Guam Dec. 9. NAVFAC
Marianas encourages everyone
to be energy-efficient this holi-
day season. (Photo courtesy of
NAVFAC Marianas)

Going green, an Andersen initiative

By Senior Airman
\eronica McMahon
36th Wing Public Affairs

While the Air Force has a-
ways taken pride in the ‘going
green’ initiative, Andersen has
recently taken an extra step in
the process by introducing low-
flow showerheads in base
homesin an effort to build pos-
turefor tomorrow’sfight on en-
ergy awareness.

Brig. Gen. John Doucette,
36th Wing commeander, wasthe
firgt to ingtall this energy €ffi-
cient appliance Dec. 6.

“Initiatives like this alow
the Air Force to become effi-
cient in energy resourceswhile
saving money we can useese
where,” General Doucette
said. “Although it may seem

By installing low-flow
showerheads and
aerators, this can lower a
home’s water use by up
to 50 percent.

— Patrick Russell, 36th Civil Engineer Squadron Energy Manager

like asmall step individualy,
the combined efforts of Team
Andersen making these
changes can have abig impact
on our carbon footprint.”
36th Civil Engineer
Squadron Energy Manager
Patrick Russdll said the ingtal-
|ation of the showerheads caus-
es a great reduction in energy
and will benefit consumers

financidly.

“In atypica home, 73 per-
cent of water used in a shower
ishot water,” Russell said. “ By
installing low-flow shower-
headsand agrators, thiscan low-
er ahome' swater use by up to
50 percent. Aerators affix to
your standard home faucet and
introduce air into the water
stream giving the illusion that

morewater isbeing released but ac-
tudly it's conserving water and en-
ergy.”

Aerating and non-aerating are
the two basic types of low-faucets
and showerheads. Aerating, which
is the more popular of the two,
mixesair into the water stream and
maintains steady pressure so the
flow has an even, full shower
spray. Astheair is mixed with the
water, the water temperature can
cool down asit reachesthefloor of
the shower. Non-aerating adds a
pulse to the water stream and
maintains temperature, and deliv-
ers stronger pressure.

The Federa Energy Policy Act
of 1992 requires al faucet fixtures
manufactured in the United States
restrict maximum water flow at
or below 2.5 gallons per minute at
80 pounds per square inch of wa-
ter pressure. This ensures most
faucet products available will of-
fer at least minimal water efficien-
cy benefits.

“The importance of Andersen
going green sets the precedence
for our future goals of sustainment
onbase,” Russal said. “Not only
are we saving taxpayers money
but we're also showing the Air
Forceleadstheway in energy and
water reduction efforts. We are
achieving these goals by changing
the culture of the Airmen through
leadership, training, education and
communication.”
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It’s a Wrap: Machinery Repairman Fireman Apprentice Danielle Frobus of
USS Frank Cable (AS 40) wraps gifts for the 27th Annual Sugar Plum Tree
Big Wrap at the Bank of Hawaii in Hagatna, Guam Dec. 10. The Big Wrap is
the traditional conclusion to the Sugar Plum Tree gift-giving project.
Volunteers join together to wrap all the donated gifts. (U.S. Navy photos by
Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Corwin Colbert)

Above: Machinist Mate 2nd Class (SW/SS) Jose Luminog, USS Frank Cable (AS 40) wraps gifts for the 27th
Annual Sugar Plum Tree Big Wrap at the Bank of Hawaii in Hagatna, Guam Dec. 10. The Big Wrap is the traditional
conclusion to the Sugar Plum Tree gift-giving project. Volunteers join together to wrap all the donated gifts. (U.S.
Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Corwin Colbert)

Above Left: Service members from USS Chafee (DDG 90) wrap gifts for the 27th Annual Sugar Plum Tree Big
Wrap at the Bank of Hawaii in Hagatna, Guam Dec. 10. The Big Wrap is the traditional conclusion to the Sugar
Plum Tree gift-giving project. Volunteers join together to wrap all the donated gifts. (U.S. Navy photos by Mass
Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Corwin Colbert)

Big Wrap: Giftsready to go

Continued from Page 1

Service members from the 23rd
Expeditionary Bomb Squadron,
Nava Mobile Congruction Béttal-
ion 40, U.S. Nava Base Guam Se-
curity, U.S. Nava Hospitd Guam,
USS Frank Cable (AS 40) USS
Emory S. Land (AS39) and Sailors
from the Hawaii-based missle de-
groyer USS Chafee( DDG 90) and
land docking ship USS Pearl Har-
bor (LSD-52), who arein Guam for
aport visgt, atended the event.

Chief Logistics Specialist
(SW/AW) Larae Baker and Opera

tionsSpedidigt 1t Class(SW) Lewis
Policard of Chafeessid despitebeing
away from homethey couldn’t pass
up an opportunity to hdp out thosein
need

“If | wasin Hawaii ingtead of here
I would be doing the same thing,”
Baker sad. “It'sgood the Navy comes
out and supports the community.”

Policard believed volunteering for
the event was part of hismilitary ob-
ligetion to serve hiscountry and sup-
port the different communitiesheis
ableto vigt during his career.

“I think it isreally important show
that the military isapart of the com-

munity,” hesaid. “If wearen't out de-
fending the country we are here show-
ing how great America is and how
good the people are”

Capt. Jacob Cambioneof the23rd
Expeditionary Bomb Squedron, Air
Force Globd Strike Command said
Guam has been gresat to him and the
rest of his command while they’ve
been deployed here, so it only made
senseto return the gesture.

“Itisimportant to help out the peo-
pleof Guam becausethey have been
suchagraceful hogt,” Cambionesad.
“Wewanted to give back to the com-
munity.”

Academy: Graduates prepare for the workforce

Continued from Page 1

the charter members of Guam'sAir
Force Reserve. Heretired as atech-
nica sergeant and went on to becom-
ingamgjor for the Guam Police De-
patment. Although he retired from
law enforcement in 2004, he was
compdledtoreturnto public service.

“Like they say, ‘Once a Marine,
dways a Maine so, once a palice
officer, dways a police officer,” he
sad.

Togawaadded he missed the ca-
maraderie that is fundamenta to
active duty and law enforcement

lifeand that he enjoyed sharing his

knowledge with his younger fel-
low officers.

Officer Samantha Shimizu, the
youngest graduate, said she is ea-
ger to apply the theoretica knowl-
edgeandred-lifetraining shegained
inthe classroomto practica law en-
forcement experience.

“Being put in situations like that
will definitely help me with my

Proud Family: Samantha Shimizu, of Yona, was one of six members of
Class 02-2011 to graduate from the Commander, Navy Installation Command
(CNIC) police training academy during a ceremony at the Big Screen Theatre
on U.S. Naval Base Guam Dec. 9. Shimizu, the class’s youngest member,
holds a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice and will soon complete her mas-
ter’s degree in public administration from the University of Guam. (U.S. Navy
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Waris Banks/Released)

everyday job,” shesad. “Sometimes  the training made me redlize that
you don't think certain things can  anything can happen and you need
happen whenyou'reonthejob, but  to be prepared.”

Workforce Ready: Six civilian police officers graduated from the
Commander, Navy Installation Command (CNIC) police training academy dur-
ing a ceremony at the Big Screen Theatre on U.S. Naval Base Guam Dec. 9.
Graduates have a combined total of 100 years of experience in the military
and law enforcement. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist
2nd Class Waris Banks/Released)
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36th CES wins Pacific Air Force Unit Award

Group Effort Wins Award: The 36th Civil Engineer Squadron gathers together to show its accomplishment of winning the Pacific Air Force Outstanding CE Small Unit Award on
Andersen Air Force Base Nov. 23. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jeffrey Schultze/Released)

Review: “Three Cupsof Tea: One Man’s Mission to
Promote Peace...One School at a Time”

Editor’s Note: The book “ Three
Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission
to Promote Peace...One School at
aTime’ is onthe chief of staff of
the Air Force'sreading list and
was reviewed a part of a profes-
sional development program.

By Maj. Alan F. Copeland

36th Comptroller Squadron Commander

Greg Mortensen and David Oliv-
e Rdin's“Three Cups Of Tedl’ isan
ingpirational, and supposedly biog-
raphical rendition of how
Mortensen’sdtruistic gesture, build-
ing aschool in repayment for avil-
lage' skindness, eventudly morphed
into afocused passion of providing
schools and educational opportuni-
tiesin remote regions neglected by
the government, especidly for girls.

Although an astonishing story of
how individua tenacity and sdlfless
drive can positively impact the
world aswell as an interesting cul-
tural lesson on Southwest Asia, this
perennid New York Timesbest-sdl-
er reads more like a novel than an
unbiased depiction of true events.

Mortenson first arrived in Pek-
istan in 1993 to climb K2, the
world’s second-tallest mountain.
The goa was to magter the moun-
tain as well as place a memoria
necklace atop the peak to honor his
deceased Sdter. After fallingtoreach
the summit, he was separated from
hisfdlow dimbersand arrived done
and was poorly seen as an “An-
grezi”, a strange white man, at the
village Korphe. Hewasimmediate-
ly uncondiitionally taken into the vil-
lage and nursed back to hedlth.

To repay thekindness Mortenson
eventudly ddivered on his prom-
ised to build the impoverished vil-
lageitsfirst school. The journey to
repaying the promise wasfilled with
personal sacrifice, risk, cultural

learning and emotional highs and
lows. In the process, Mortensen re-
ceived help and was hindered by a
colorful cast of contributorsinclud-
ing local dteff, village elders, phi-
lanthropists, con artists, mujhideen
and Tdiban. Thedriveto building a
singleschool eventualy snowbdled
into Mortensen’s passion to build
as many schools as possible, most-
ly in areas without government sup-
port.
Meanwhile, eventslike 9/11 and
the war in Afghanistan changed
world focus towards radical 1dam.
In some ways these events high-
lighted the need for an dternativeto
radica Idam teaching to be more
readily available and catapulted
Mortensen’sthen floundering Cen-
tral Adalnditute (CAl) into solven-
cy generating mass contributions.
Following 9/11, Mortenson and Re-
lin suggested building schools and
educationa opportunitiesto provid
abetter enduring recipefor fighting
Idamic extremism than bombs or
bullets which, as depicted in the
book, gained widespread support
even from military personnd.
Next, when gleaning the authors
purpose, | waked away from the
book with mixed feelings. To
cavedt, hdfway through reading the
book in blissful ignorance | learned
that athough Mortensen stood by
the story aspredominately accurate,
many of the events depicted have
been contested by individuals fea-
tured in the book as either exagger-
aionsor outright falsehoods. Thisby
no meanstakesaway from Morten-
son’soutstanding accomplishments
achieved from apparently humble
beginnings and later ballooning
through his leadership of the CAl,
but it does color a picture that pub-
lishing this work may have been
less about atrue historical account-
ing to raise awareness of aworthy

causeand moretowardsitsuseasan
advertising platform geared towards
fundraising.

For additional reading on the
controversy, visit http://mwww.busi-
nessind der.com/greg-mortenson-60-
minutes-three-cups-tea-afghanistan-
2011-4 and Mortensen’s
response at http://latimesblogs.la-
times.com/jacketcopy/2011/04/greg
-mortenson-responds-to-60-min-
utes-questions-about-his-three-cups-
of-tea-story.html.

Intermsof writing style, the book
was dow reading initidly, but be-
came easer as after the first sever-
a chapters. At timesit seemed like
the detailed descriptions were ex-
cessve and made reading cumber-
some. In contrast, especidly during
intense scenes of hardship such as
his aleged kidnapping by Tdiban,

| appreciated the clear picturesthey
painted. But, through it al | found
myself pondering, before and after
finding out that events may not be
historicaly accurate, if | was read-
ing an adventure nove with the pro-
tagonist hero being aggrandized and
put loftily on apedestd. Thisharsh
assessment may have been curbed
and thereading lessnove-likeif the
authors choseto writethe book from
afirst person perspectiveingtead of
in the third person.

Overdl, from apersond perspec-
tive the book was a good read, but
not outstanding, mainly becausethe
writing style, not the content. | sus-
pect, from the authors standpoint, it
probably overwhelmingly met their
godsof raisng awareness and funds
for ahighly worthy cause, especid-

ly prior to the scandd raised about
the book’s accuracy. Despite the
scandal, the book is a great story
about how individua commitment,
resolve and persond risk can some-
times generate immeasurable bene-
fitsfor lessthan fortunate peoplein
the world. Consequently, Morten-
on's efforts towards making a dif-
ference and thisbook should till be
commended as laudable.

*The views expressed in this ar-
ticle are those of the author and do
not necessarily reflect the official
policy or position of the U.S Air
Force, Department of Defense or
the U.S Government.



Frank Cable Sailors spread Christmas cheer

Below: Logistics Specialist 3rd Class Brandon Herring,
assigned to the submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40),
assists a family member during a children’s Christmas party
sponsored by the Family Readiness Group (FRG) at Cmdr.
William C. McCool Elementary/Middle School. Frank Cable
conducts maintenance and support of submarines and sur-
face vessels deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of respon-
sibility. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 1st Class Melvin Nobeza)

Right: Junior Enlisted
Association (JEA) members
assigned to the submarine ten-
der USS Frank Cable (AS 40)
volunteer their off time to sup-
port the Family Readiness
Group (FRG) during a children’s
Christmas party at Cmdr.
William C. McCool
Elementary/Middle ~ School.
Frank Cable conducts mainte-
nance and support of sub-
marines and surface vessels
deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet
area of responsibility. (U.S.
Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 1st
Class Melvin Nobeza)

Above: Sailors assigned to the submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) assist family members with arts and crafts
during a children’s Christmas party sponsored by the Family Readiness Group at Cmdr. Wiliam C. McCool
Elementary/Middle School on U.S. Naval Base Guam Dec. 10. Frank Cable conducts maintenance and support of sub-
marines and surface vessels deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 1st Class Melvin Nobeza/Released)

Below: Hull Maintenance Technician 1st Class
Leonard Roach, assigned to the submarine tender
USS Frank Cable (AS 40), observes and assists as a
family member prepares to shoot the target during a
children’s Christmas party sponsored by the Family
Readiness Group (FRG) at Cmdr. William C. McCool
Elementary/Middle School. Frank Cable conducts
maintenance and support of submarines and surface
vessels deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of respon-
sibility. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 1st Class Melvin Nobeza)

Left: Personnel Specialist Seaman Recruit Amber
Laurent, assigned to the submarine tender USS Frank
Cable (AS 40), assists family members during a chil-
dren’s Christmas party sponsored by the Family
Readiness Group at Cmdr. Wiliam C. McCool
Elementary/Middle School on U.S. Naval Base Guam
Dec. 10. Frank Cable conducts maintenance and support
of submarines and surface vessels deployed in the U.S.
7th Fleet area of responsibility. (U.S. Navy photo by
Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Melvin
Nobeza/Released)
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Frank Cable receives Environmental Stewardship Flagship Award

From USS Frank Cable (AS 40)

The submarine tender USS Frank Cable
(AS 40) outshined dl other large oversess-
based commandsin the Pecific by recavingits
third Overal Award for the Navy Community
Service Environmental Stewardship Flagship
Award recaived through amessage Nov. 2011.

The Environmental Stewardship Flagship
Award was presented to Frank Cable for its
outstanding volunteer community services
(COMSERY). Frank Cable was aso recog-
nized for supported programsand specid proj-
ectsthat promoted education and good stew-
ardship of environmenta resourcesinthelast
fiscal year.

“The significance of this award shows
Sdilors herein Guam care about the environ-

ment and areglad to help cdlean up and preserve
the wildlife,” said Religious Programs Spe-
cidist Seaman (SW) Dondd Bishop.

Bishop dso said the environment isavery
important apect in our lifeand itisimportant
to everyoneto help clean and keep it hedthy.

More than 800 Sailors have contributed
their off-time computing to more than 300
hours in 60 volunteered COMSERV events
within the loca Guam community and vari-
ous countries during port visits.

“It showsthe Navy' scommitment in protect-
ing theenvironment,” said RdligiousPrograms
Specidist 1<t Class(SW) Chrisine Tamag. “It
drengthens community ties and provides op-
portunitiesfor Navy, military and civilianem-
ployeesto volunteer for meaningful command
gponsored community service projects”

Frank Cable Sailors focused their volun-
teering efforts in enhancing environmental
science curricula for schools, developing
youth environmental stewardship withinthe
communities and conducting cleanups that
taught environmental val uesthrough organ-
ized COMSERVSs.

Sailors aso created atrail for the Guam
Nationa Wildlife Refuge and participated in
severa beach cleanups on Guam. During
port visitsin Hong Kong and the Republic of
the Philippines, they landscaped an orphanage
garden and conducted road cleanupsingdethe
communities.

“We work hand in hand with the locals
when we are a these projects,” Bishop said.
“They seethat wewant to help them and take
care of their homeland.”

The StewardshipAward isone of five Hag-
shipAwardsgiven to the overdl Navy through
the Community Service Program Package.
The annua package includes Project Good
Neighbor, Personal Excellence Partnership,
Safety and Fitnessand Campaign Drug Free.

“Navy volunteers make a difference by
strengthening education, preserving the en-
vironment, providing humanitarian assis-
tance, and promoting anti-drug and healthy
lifestyles,” Tamag said. “Thank you for
volunteering your time and giving usthe op-
portunity to work together and make a dif-
ference.”

Frank Cable conducts maintenance and
support of submarines and surface vessels
deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of Re-

sponsibility.

DZSP 21 hostsfederal, local fire truck maintenance training

Successful Training: Members from DZSP 21 transportation, Guam Fire and Federal Fire Departments
stand in front of a Pierce fire truck after completing a week of maintenance training at the DZSP 21 vehicle
maintenance facility on U.S. Naval Base Guam Dec. 9. Government of Guam and Federal firefighters partic-
ipated in a vehicle maintenance training hosted by DZSP 21 from Dec. 5-9. (U.S. Navy photo by JoAnna

Delfin/Released)

Reynaldo Rabara/Released

System Check: Ray Alicto, right, and Andrew Flores, back left, of DZSP 21,
and Ray Siongco, of the Guam Fire Department, check system voltages of a
Pierce fire truck while instructor Mel Schampers, center, observes at the
DZSP 21 vehicle maintenance facility on U.S. Naval Base Guam Dec. 8.
Government of Guam and federal firefighters participated in a vehicle mainte-
nance training hosted by DZSP 21 from Dec. 5-9. (U.S. Navy photo by
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School bulletin aims to promote
educational activities in the Navy
and Air Force communities. If you
know of an education-related
event that you would like to
include, send it to
jointregionedge@fe.navy.mil

or call 349-2115.

DODEA

Winter recess for all Department of
Defense Education Activity
(DoDEA) Guam District schools is
from Dec. 19-Jan. 3. School will
resume for all DODEA students Jan.
4. There will be no classes for all
students Jan. 27. Third quarter and
second semester begins Jan. 30.

Guam High School

GHS students will have final exams
Jan. 26 and will be released at
10:30 a.m.

Special Screenings for Students

Department of Defense Education
Activity (DoDEA) offers comprehen-
sive special education services to
eligible students age 3- 21.
Services include screening in areas
of suspected disabilities, such as
vision, hearing, motor skills,
speech, language and general
development. For more informa-
tion contact Susan Hokanson,
Cmdr. William C. McCool
Elementary/Middle School at 339-
8676 or Claire Brinkman, Andersen
Elementary School at 366-8505.

Navy College Office

The Navy College Office is located on
U.S. Naval Base Guam in Barracks 1.
For information regarding Navy col-
lege programs, available schools and
other educational resources, call 339-
8291 or visit the overall Navy College
Office Web site at

http://www.navycollege.navy.mil.

Active-duty service members are
invited to attend the Tuition
Assistance Course every Thursday
at 9 a.m. at the Navy College
Office in Barracks 1. For more
information, call 339-8291.

Central Texas College

Register now for Term 3 to begin
Jan. 16. Central Texas College
(CTC) offers courses in general
studies, criminal justice, informa-
tion technology, restaurant and
culinary management and more.

We are also recruiting instructors
for the following: criminal justice,
fire protection, executive assis-
tance, early childhood and legal
assistant/paralegal. For more infor-
mation, call 339-3366.

Phone Numbers

Andersen Elementary School: 366-
1511

Andersen Middle School: 366-
3880/5793

Commander William C. McCool
Elementary/Middle School: 339-
8676

Guam High School: 344-7410

Activities abound for winter break

By Shaina Marie Santos
Joint Region Edge Staff

With winter break on the horizon, students
will find their hands suddenly free and time un-
well spent. Fortunately, a range of activities
will be available for students entertainment
over the break.

TheBig Screen Theatreon U.S. Naval Base
Guam will be hosting free specid screenings
of select feature filmsfor their Winter Bresk
Matinees Monday-Thursday a 3 p.m., from
Dec. 19-29.

TheMissoulaChildren’sThester (MCT) is
set to kick off auditions for Beauty Lou and
the Country Beast Dec. 19 at 9am. at the Big
Screen Thestre. Participation is open to stu-
dentskindergarten-12th grade. Practicefor the
show will continue throughout the week and
culminate in a performance Dec.23.

Missould's last theater presentation “The
Pied Piper”, debuted Aug. 12 and garnered
34 participantswho wereinvolved in an array
of roles from acting to production.

According to a press release from MCT,

included in the program are three enrichment
workshops presented by the tour actor/direc-
tor.

“Crestivity, socid skills, god achieverment,
communication skills and self-esteem are dll
characterigtics that are attained through the
participation in this unique, educationa proj-
ect,” the press release stated.

“It was awvesome,[the participants] get more
than just acting,” said Jenee Barnett, NBG
Child and Youth Program director.

The School Age Care on NBG in collabo-
ration with the Boys & Girls Clubs of Amer-
icaand 4H program is sponsoring their annu-
a winter camp, and will offer registered chil-
dren anumber of holiday activities.

To participate, children must aready bereg-
istered under the School Age Care. Thecamp
will runfrom Dec. 19-Jan.3 from 6 am.-5:30
p.m. and is based on a number of clubs and
activities.

Along with giving children an opportunity
to do projectsand interact with peers, Barnett
said the winter camp a so alows participants
to see what is offered in the Boys & Girls

Clubs of Americaand 4H programs. Accord-
ing to Barnett, the camp usualy accommodates
between 40 and 50 students daily.

The Teen Center at Andersen Air Force
Base will be hosting a New York-themed
Christmas party Dec. 31 from 6-8:30 p.m.
Prospective participants need to register by
Dec. 22 and purchase tickets to enter.

Partygoers can look forward to dressing up
in New York-themed garb, walk or watch acat-
walk show and experience New York-style
cuisne. A prizewill so beawarded to the at-
tendee with the most original outfit.

While at home parents can keep their kids
engaged in other activitieswhile baking, cook-
ing, writing holiday letters to family and
friends or simply wrapping gifts.

Department of Defense Education Activi-
ty Guam Didtrict Navy School Liaison Barbara
Askey encouraged parents to take an active
rolein including children in everyday activi-
tiesto keep them busy during the break.

Armed with an array of activities, students
may find themselves successfully occupied
over the winter festivities.

AM S takes part in Annual Cookie Caper

Cookie Capers: Andersen
Middle School (AMS) stu-
dents decorated cookies dur-
ing the Annual Cookie Caper
at the school’s campus Dec.
7. Students decorated more
than 30 dozen cookies for
the event. (Photos courtesy
of Jim Rhodes)




Students excel
In academic challenge o ff stockings

By Shaughn Hoops

Cmdr. William C. McCool Elementary/Middle School
Eighth Grade

Students from Cmdr. William C. McCool El-
ementary/Middle School (MEM S) won three out
of three of their Academic Challenge Bowl (ACB)
tournaments at Bishop Baumgartner Memorial
School in Singiana, Guam Nov. 30.

The members of the team present were Nick
Moore, Shaughn Hoops, Caroline Augdli, R.J.
Kranz, Ronad Lindhart, Jacob Augdlli, Travis
Wagner and Lillian Suchyta

MEMS competed against Harvest Christian
Academy, Andersen Middle School and Vicente
S. A. Benevente Middle School. Our students
came up in victory and beat dl three schoals.

The competition against Andersen wasintense
as MEMS ended up losing in the beginning, but
came back in the second half and won.

In the end MEM S ended up with happy faces
and the swest taste of victory.

Smart Minds at Work: Members of Cmdr.
William C. McCool Elementary/Middle School’s
Academic Challenge Bowl team practice at the
school Dec. 8. The team excelled durin competi-
tions against other local schools. (Photo courtesy
of Robert Kranz)

PTO helps

Stuffing Stockings for Santa: The Andersen Elementary
School’s Parent-Teacher Organization helped students stuff their
stockings during the PTO’s annual holiday story from Dec. 5-9.
Students were able to buy gifts for all members of the family in order
to prepare for the holiday season. (Photo courtesy of Rebekah Levy)
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By Shaina Marie Santos
Joint Region Edge Staff

Although the Chrigmas nativity sceneisrecognized world-
wide, Guam residents have adapted the concept of the nativ-
ity into the Chamorro culture, making it another diverse cor-
nerstone of theidand's history.

Thenativity scene, or belen (Bee-lehn) in Chamorro, holds
specid importanceto many local families. Traditiondly, the
been servesasareminder of Jesus birth and isdisplayed dur-
ing the nine nights of the Novena, or nobena (nho-beh-NAH),
of Christ the Child.

Thenobenaisaritud that involveseveningsof prayer when
a different story related to the birth of Christ is told each
night through prayer and song. Chamorro historian Toni
Ramirez definesthe belen asan artistic presentation of Christ
the Child.

Traditiondly the nativity set displays the Holy Family,
three wise men and severd different barn animals. Howev-
er, throughout the yearsfamilies prefer to add aspecia touch
"=, to their belens.

Ramirez describestherole of thebdenin hisfamily asone
of great importance. He explains the traditions of the nobe-
na and belen is a promesa (phro-MEH-SAH), or promise,
made by the family which is passed down through genera-
tions generaly from mother to daughter.

“It'svery beautiful,” Ramirez said, “It redly unifies fami-
liesbecause we are dl attached to the promesa, the promise.”

Constructing abelen each year in one shomeispart of lo-
cal tradition that continues to this day.

“To me, the belen connects and reaches out to the fami-
ly,” Ramierez said. “Through the belen, the promesa is a
reason to live. It connects everybody to this celebration that
we call Chrismas.”
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Nativity scenes connect to cultured past

Guam’s Belen: Several different types of nativity scenes, or belens (BEE-lehns), sit on display at the Christmas Village in Sinajana
Nov. 25. Many local families have belens in their homes and conduct a nine-day novena in preparation for Christmas. (U.S. Navy
photo by JoAnna Delfin/Released)



FREE

Movies Under the Stars

Come out and enjoy the
movie “Polar Express” with
the whole family at Molly
McGee’s Field on U.S. Naval
Base Guam Dec. 16,

7 p.m. The event

is free. For more
information, call

688-7038.

UNDER $10

Holler for a Dollar
Tuesdays

Don’t miss Gecko Lanes’

Tuesday

evening special, “Holler for a
Dollar”. Every Tuesday from
6-10 p.m. enjoy games, shoe
rentals, and fountain drinks
for $1 each. For more infor-
mation, call 366-5117.

$10 AND UP

New Year’s Eve
Bash

Bowling at Orote Point
Lanes, Dec. 31 from 8 p.m.-1
a.m. Fun for the whole fami-
ly! There will be games, party
favors, a live DJ and karaoke.

Rent

a lane for $90. This includes
two large single topping pizza
and unlimited fountain bever-
age. Register Dec. 1-20. For
more information, call 564-
1828/9.

Christmas Day Traditional
Feast

Enjoy Christmas with family
and friends at Top O’ the Mar,
Dec. 25 from 11 a.m.-2p.m.
The lunch is open to the pub-
lic. Adults are $23 and $11.50
for kids. Call 472-4606/07 to
reserve a table by Dec. 23.

7 p.m.: Tower Heist = PG-13

2 p.m.: Tower Heist « PG-13
7 p.m.: A Very Harold And
Kumar Christmas = R

7 p.m.: A Very Harold And
Kumar Christmas « R

The movie schedule is subject to
change due to circumstances be-
yond Meehan Theaters on Ander-
sen Air Force Base. The Meehan
Theater hotline is 366-1523.

7 p.m.: Polar Express = PG
9:30 p.m.: In Time = PG-13

1 p.m.: The Beginner = PG
3:30 p.m.: Johnny English
Reborn = PG

7 p.m.: Footloose = PG-13

1 p.m.: Puss in Boots = PG
3:30 p.m.: The Three
Musketeers = PG-13

7 p.m.: Paranormal
Activity 3 « R

The schedule is subject to change
due to circumstances beyond the
theater’s control. The Big Screen
Theatre hotline is 564-1831 or

visit mwrguam.com.
(Source: Navy Morale, Welfare
and Recreation Office)
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Chapel Schedule

Naval Base Guam
Office Hours: Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Roman Catholic Mass
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 5 p.m. and Sunday,
9 a.m.

Protestant Worship Service
Sunday Service: Traditional
Service: 8 a.m.

Contemporary Service: 11 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study: Monday,
9 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study: Wednesday,
6 p.m.

Prayer Time: Thursday,

11:30 a.m.

Choir Practice: Traditional:
Wednesday, 6 p.m.

Choir Practice: Contemporary:
Tuesday, 6 p.m.

Jewish Shabbat

Friday, 6:30 p.m.

Naval Hospital Guam
Roman Catholic Mass
Monday-Friday, 11:30 a.m.
Chapel of Hope: Sunday, 9 a.m.
Protestant Services

Chapel of Hope: Sunday, 6:30
p.m.

Men’s Bible Study: Every first
and third Tuesday of the month
at 7 p.m. at the Interfaith
Chapel, second floor, room
H205

Women’s Bible Study: Every sec-
ond and fourth Saturday of the
month at 8:30 a.m. at the
Fellowship Hall, Building 61

Andersen Air Force Base
Roman Catholic Mass (Chapel 1)
Weekday Mass: Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday, 11:30 a.m.
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 4:30-4:50 p.m.

Catholic Women of the Chapel:
First and third Wednesday of the
month, Chapel 1 Annex, 6:30 p.m.
Catholic Youth of the Chapel:
Second and fourth Wednesday
of the month, Chapel 1 Annex,
6:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal: Saturday 4-5
p.m. and Sunday, 8-9 a.m.
Protestant Worship Service
Praise Service: Sunday, Chapel 2,
9 a.m.

Gospel Service: Sunday, Chapel
2,11:30 a.m.

Emerging Worship Service:
Sunday, Lighthouse, 6 p.m.
Protestant Women of the Chapel:
Second Monday of each month,
Chapel 2 Annex, 6:30 p.m.
Protestant Men of the Chapel:
Wednesday, Lighthouse, 7 p.m.
Protestant Youth of the Chapel:
Thursday, Chapel 2 Annex, 7 p.m.
Protestant Young Adults:
Thursday and Saturday,
Lighthouse, 6 p.m.

Protestant Sunday School:
(September-May) Sunday,
Chapel Activity Center,

10:15 a.m.

Schedules subject to change. To
confirm times or for information
about other programs, call the
chapels at:

Andersen Air Force Base:
366-6139

U.S. Naval Base Guam
339-2126

U.S. Naval Hospital Guam:
344-9127

Be the blessing around family, friends this season

By Capt. Richard Rojas
36th Wing Chaplain

During the holidays, peoplelook
for ways to bless one another with
gifts. Somegivedaborategiftsand
othersgive smple gifts. There will
be gifts that put people into debt
and other gifts created from con-
gtruction paper and markers. What-
ever the gift, the recipient is usud-
ly grateful.

Romans 1:11 reads, “For | long
to seeyou, that | may impart toyou
some spiritua gift to strengthen
you.” TheApostle Paul isthe author
of the above quote and recognized
that people can give more than just
physical gifts. He understood your

life affects those you have contact
with, whether you intend it or not.
For some, you may have apositive
affect and for others a negative ex-
perience. But no matter what, you
had an affect on others. The Apos-
tle Paul wanted to make surehewas
apostiveblessing to thereadershe
hoped to vist.

We, too, should gtrive to share
Paul’s vision for blessing others.
Take the opportunities to share
strengths you observe in others.
These spiritud blessngsarenot giv-
en haphazardly but by a deliberate
choice. Only when we are deter-
mined to focusin giving ablessing
rather than receiving ablessing will
we have the qudity of ministry to

othersthat God gaveto theApostle
Paul. Give peoplethe power to love
others, including themselves,
through a genuine blessing. One of
the greatest blessings we can offer
othersis a postive word.

Here are some verba blessings
that you can giveto others

* Gregt persstence! You kept with
it until you mastered that challenge.

»Working, living, playing, going
to schooal, etc. with you isfun.

* You let self-control triumph
over temper.

* | love hearing what you think.

« You displayed your faith when
you ...
 That was a brilliant solution to
that problem.

* |I’'mimpressed, that was mature
behavior.

 You're choosing what to do
rather than letting life happen to you.
Way to saizelife.

* Watch for the blessing God
dropsin your lap today. | look for-
ward to hearing about it |ater.

e Tell me your dreams (aspire-
tions, godls, etc.).

* Reading and thinking led you to
thisdecision. | love how you eval-
uated every angle.

* | like spending time with you.

You may not redlizeit, but your
life hasthe potentid to blessevery-
oneyou encounter. Asyou go about
your day, striveto be a positive in-
fluence on everyone you encounter.
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Navy defends football title against Army

Left: Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) the Honorable Ray Mabus holds
the coveted Secretary’s Trophy as U.S. Naval Academy defensive end
Jabaree Tuani looks on after his team beat the U.S. Military Academy
Black Knights 27-21 during the 112th Army-Navy college football game
at FedEx Field Dec. 10. (U.S. Navy photo by Chief Mass Communication
Specialist Sam Shavers/Released)

Below: U.S. Navy Midshipmen charge the field to kick off the 112th
Army-Navy college football game at FedEx Field Dec. 10. This is the first
Army-Navy game played in our Nation's Capital. (U.S. Navy photo by
Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kori Melvin/Released)

Above: U.S. Naval Academy running back Gee Gee Greene (#21),
from Columbia, S.C. runs the ball during the 112th Army-Navy college
football game at FedEx Field Dec. 10. The U.S. Naval Academy
Midshipmen beat the U.S. Military Academy Black Knights 27-21. (U.S.
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Todd
Frantom/Released)

Right: Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) the Honorable Ray Mabus,
right, looks on as Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan
Greenert holds up two hands to signify the U.S. Naval Academy football
team’s tenth consecutive victory against the U.S. Military Academy
Black Knights. The Midshipmen beat the cadets 27-21 during the 112th
Army-Navy college football game at FedEx Field Dec. 10. (U.S. Navy
photo by Chief Mass Communication Specialist Sam
Shavers/Released)




Hundreds Run for Our Heroes

Above: Runners take off during the Guam
USO's Run for Our Heroes in Piti, Guam Dec.
10. More than 1,500 people participated in
the annual event. (U.S. Navy photo by
JoAnna Delfin/Released)

Above Right: Guam Olympic Runner
Derek Mandell is greeted by the Florida
Marlins' mascot as he crosses the finish line
first during the Guam USO's Run for Our
Heroes in Piti, Guam Dec. 10. More than
1,500 people participated in the annual event.
(U.s. Navy photo by JoAnna
Delfin/Released)

Right: Runners race to the finish line during
the Guam USO's Run for Our Heroes in Piti,
Guam Dec. 10. More than 1,500 people par-
ticipated in the annual event. (U.S. Navy
photo by JoAnna Delfin/Released)

The following is a list of
sports and health-related
activities held on U.S. Naval
Base Guam. To submit your
sports note, e-mail jointre-
gionedge@fe.navy.mil.

Morale, Welfare and
Recreation Swim Program
Register now for the Morale,
Welfare and Recreation Swim
Program. There are classes
for all ages and skill levels.
Classes are in full swing and
available at Charles King
Fitness Center pool.For more
information, call 333-2049.

Group Fitness Age
Compliance

All group fitness classes in
the basketball court must

Sports Shorts

comply with the basketball
court's age policy.
According to the policy,
“youth 9 years old and
younger must be under
interactive supervision of
an adult.” The Family
Fitness Room and drop-in

childcare are now available.

Run Registration

Runners can now submit
run registrations for
Morale, Welfare and
Recreation (MWR)-spon-
sored runs via e-mail. On
the Fitness Program page
of the MWR Web site,
www.mwrguam.com, click
on the “NEW Run
Registration Form” PDF
under Additional Links and
follow the instructions on

the form. Pre-registration
for all fitness events will
end at 5 p.m. on Friday of
the week prior to the
event.

The following is a list of
sports and health-related
activities held on Andersen
Air Force Base. To submit
your sports short, call 366-
2228.

Zumbatomic Children’s
Dance Class

Have the kids join in the
Zumba movement with
Zumbatomic at the Coral
Reef Fitness Center.
Classes for the Lil’ Stars,
children ages 4-7, are held
on Wednesdays from 3 -4

p.m. for eight weeks with
a fee of $30. Big Stars
classes, children ages 8-12,
are held on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 3-4p.m. for
eight weeks with a fee of
$50. All classes are con-
ducted at the Hotspot. For
more information, call
366-2339.

Zumba

Free Zumba classes are
held at the Coral Reef
Fitness Center, Monday-
Wednesday at 7 p.m.
and Saturdays at 8:30
a.m.. Zumba is a Latin
fitness dance class that
also incorporates aero-
bics movements. Zumba
fuses hypnotic Latin
rhythms and easy-to-fol-
low moves to create a
dynamic workout system

that will blow you away.
The routine features
interval training ses-
sions where fast and
slow rhythms and resist-
ance training are com-
bined to tone and
sculpt your body while
burning fat. For more
information, call 366-
6100.

Monday Driving Range
Special

Save money when you
take advantage of the
Palm Tree Golf Course’s
Driving Range Special
every Monday from 4-8
p.m. During this time,
you can hit as many
balls as you want for
just $5. For more infor-
mation, call 366-4653.
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