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Photo by Mike McGinnis
Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division (NAWCWD) Air Test and Evaluation Squadron Three One (VX-
31) recognized three top performers during the annual VX-31 Safety “Stand Down” at Michelson Laboratory
auditorium, Jan. 9. Cmdr. A. J. “Face” McFarland, chief test pilot, and Greg Glen, chief test engineer, hosted the
program. NAWCWD COmmander Rear Adm. Mat Winter presented the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement
medals and awards to Test Pilot of the Year Lt. Scott “Beav” Johnson and Naval Flight Officer of the Year Lt. Photo by Lori O'Brien
Robert “Shredder” Merritt. Alexandria Pyle was recognized for her performance with the Flight Test Engineer NAWCWD Commander Rear Adm. Mat Winter, congratulates OS1 Aisha
of the Year award. Left to right, Winter, Merritt, Johnson, Pyle and Col. Andre Mercier, commanding officer of = Jenkins as NAWCWD Sailor of the Year. Jenkins will now be considered
VX-31. for the national selection of NAVAIR Sailor of the Year.
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CWO03 Osilla helps weave pride into quilt for injured Marine

By Jessica Armstrong
NAWS PAO

When Marine Aviation
Detachment China Lake was
approached by JoAnn Foster of
the High Desert Quilt Guild for
assistance with a quilt to be created
for an injured Marine, Chief Warrant
Officer Three Michael Osilla gladly
obliged. But, what began as helping
Foster with research, ended with
Osilla forever becoming a part of
the quilt.

The recipient of the wounded
warrior quilt was Marine Corporal
Farrell Gilliam, a 2007 graduate
of Burroughs High School who
was injured in Afghanistan Jan.
5, 2011, when he stepped on an
improvised explosive device during
a foot patrol. Foster specifically
requested to create the quilt for
Gilliam. While presenting the quilt
to Gilliam’s father, Michael, at the
Guild’s holiday meeting, Dec. 1,
she said, “I have been so touched by
the strength of character shown by
Farrell Gilliam. As his high school
guidance counselor, I know that
Farrell always wanted to become
a Marine. When our quilt guild
decided to present Farrell with one
of our wounded warrior quilts, I...
asked if I could make the quilt.”

Quilts are often created in fabrics
and patterns that have meaning.
Foster wished to craft a gift that was
patriotic and reflective of Gilliam’s
service and sacrifice. She wanted to
include the red, white and blue of the
U.S. flag as well as unserviceable
uniform fragments and the red and

Courtesy photo

JoAnn Foster (left) explains the significance of the fabrics of the wounded warrior quilt she made for Marine
Corporal Farrell Gilliam presented to his father, Michael, at the High Desert Quilt Guild’s holiday meeting Dec.
1. Gilliam, part of the 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division based in Camp Pendleton, Calif., was injured
in Afghanistan in January 2011 while on foot patrol. Marine Aviation Detachment China Lake’s Chief Warrant
Officer Three Michael Osilla, who at one time served in Gilliam’s regiment, contributed several of his slightly

worn woodland and desert-patterned combat utility uniforms to the project.

yellow colors of the Marine Corps
at the insistence of her husband, a
veteran.

Osilla referred Foster to a few
military catalogs for materials for
her project, but due to the cost and

availability, the fabrics weren’t
feasible. So, he donated a few sets
of his own slightly faded and worn
combat utility uniforms in desert
and woodland patterns. He showed
Foster the unique feature within the

Tara Cross receives Joint Insensitive Munitions Technology Program

Investigator of the Year award

photo by Theresa Goldstrand

Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division (NAWCWD) employee Tara Cross recently received the Joint
Insensitive Munitions Technology Program (JIMTP) Investigator of the Year award for her research on insensitive
solid rocket propellants. This honor represents national recognition of the excellent research being conducted
at NAWCWD and for the many scientists and engineers who contributed to her research. Cross currently works
as a chemical engineer for the Synthesis and Formulations branch in the Energetics Research Division.

digital pattern of each set which
reveals a tiny “USMC” and the
Marine Corps eagle, globe, and
anchor emblem every few inches
of fabric.

“While I worked on the quilt,”

Foster said, “I was able to keep
Farrell in my thoughts and prayers;
to appreciate the sacrifice that he
and all other military personnel and
their families make each day for our
freedom.”

Osilla’s contributions to the quilt
are made more meaningful by the
fact that, from 2003 to 2006, he
served in the same regiment Gilliam
was serving in when injured - the
5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine
Division based in Camp Pendleton,
Calif. During that assignment,
all four battalions within the
regiment were either preparing
for, or deeply engaged in, combat
operations. Osilla’s primary duty
as a special staff officer for the
regimental commander was to
be on the coordination end of the
message that no family wishes to
hear, but was endured by Gilliam’s
family. In addition to tracking
and reporting all Operation Iraqi
Freedom casualties and wounded,
Osilla coordinated and confirmed
that next of kin notifications were
quickly and properly completed. Not
nearly as brutal as combat, it was still
a brutal assignment for Osilla.

When asked why he chose to
help Foster and the Guild with this
particular quilt, Osilla said, “T will
always help in any way I can for a
good and worthy cause for service
members and their families. Mr.
Gilliam had sacrificed, during his
short term of service on active duty,
a great deal more than what most
of the youth of America today will
ever -- if ever -- do for their country
in their entire lifetime[s].”

Cerro Coso Boosters to host
Celebrity Sports Dinner

Former NFL players, Joseph
Tuipala and Marvin Washington will
be guests of honor at the 1st Annual
Celebrity Sports Dinner hosted by
the Cerro Coso Community College
Boosters on Saturday, Feb. 4, 2012 at
6 p.m. in the newly remodeled Student
Center.

A pinnacle event for local sports
fans, Tuipala is a 1994 graduate of
Burroughs High School and went on
to play for the New Orleans Saints in
1999 and the Jacksonville Jaguars from
2001 to 2003.

Washington, a former defensive
end, played for the New York Jets, the
San Francisco 49’ers, and the Denver

Broncos where he won a super bowl in
1998 and AFC Championship. Healso
played college football and basketball
at the University of Idaho.

Catch the football fever and enjoy
an evening of great speakers, raffles,

Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for children (12 and under), family
packages available for $50 (two adults
and two children’s tickets, additional
childs are $5). Tickets are available at
Red Rock Books, Ridgecrest Chamber
of Commerce and the Cerro Coso
Business Office.

For more information, contact

Tom Heck at (760) 384-6384 at http:/
cerrocoso.edu/foundation/dinner.asp.
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NAWCWD celebrates Martin Luther King Jr. Day

By Michael Roach
Editor, Rocketeer Il

“Remember! Celebrate! Act!
A day on, not a day off” was the
theme of the Martin Luther King Jr.
celebration at Naval Air Weapons
Station (NAWS) China Lake Jan.
17 hosted by the Naval Air Warfare
Center Weapons Division’s Equal
Employment Opportunity Office.

Speakers focused on the
importance of serving one’s country
and community, the examples set by
King, what he taught the world and
its application to the mission at China
Lake and Point Mugu. Special guests
at China Lake included NAWCWD
Executive Director Scott O’Neil,
and NAWCWD/NAWS Command
Master Chief Charles Grandin.
Prospective NAWS Commanding
Officer, Capt. Dennis Lazar, was
also in attendance.

NAWCWD Commander
Rear Adm. Mat Winter gave the
welcoming remarks via video
teleconference from Point Mugu.
“Dr. King had an incredible
intellectual impact in the United
States and around the world,” he
said.

Winter talked about how King
was able to unite people for a
common purpose by “looking
past the color of their skin and
into the eyes and the character
of individuals.” He then related
this to the work done at China
Lake and Point Mugu. “We have
a common purpose; that cause is

the cause of freedom. What you do
each and every day in our mission,
contributes to the freedoms we
have in our country. We flourish in
that mission successfully when we
have an environment of inclusion,
of respect, of understanding and of
acceptance.”

Afteraviewing of King’s historic
“I Have a Dream” speech, Winter
introduced the events keynote
speaker, Ridgecrest City Manager
Kurt Wilson, who discussed the
need for service to become a higher
priority in the lives of Americans
and the role that King played in the
Civil Rights movement.

“You look at Dr. King and the
whole civil rights movement, I think
that there was a problem and there
was a solution... Looking back at
the movement, the problem is kind
of easy to figure out. We had racial
injustice, we had immoral acts,
we had inequality and a lack of
opportunity,” said Wilson. “I don’t
think Dr. King was the solution, I
think the solution was those people
who answered Dr. King’s call, those
people who were not on the podium
at the March on Washington [D.C.],
but those people who were in the
audience... The whole concept of
the civil rights movement was based
on service.”

Wilson was followed by
Kimberly Silver, an event comittee
member who gave an account of
the various events that were held
at or around NAWCWD locations
during Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Photo by Michael Roach

Keynote speaker and Ridgecrest City Manager Kurt Wilson discusses the importance of public service and
giving back to the community during the Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division Martin Luther King Day

Celebration.

and encouraged employees and
service members to get involved in
their communities.

“Now is the time; it is the time
for each of us to really rededicate
ourselves to service,” said Silver.
“As civil servants and military
personnel, it is our job to serve
the nation, but we also have an
obligation to serve the communities
in which we live.”

Dr. Ron Smiley, director of
Electronic Warfare, Combat
Systems, NAVAIR and director
of the Avionics Department at
NAWCWD Point Mugu, gave the
closing remarks. Smiley was able
to listen to King’s famous speech
on the radio in 1963 and was in
Washington D.C. when the civil
rights leader was assassinated.
“The ‘I Have a Dream’ speech can

be paraphrased into the ‘I Have a
Vision’ speech. Quite frankly, that
vision is still a work in progress,
there are many elements of the
social fabric in America where there
is still a lot of work that needs to be
done,” said Smiley. “A lot of what
he [King] represents and did for
this great nation of ours, is a legacy
that we all should carry forward
individually and collectively.”

Water watch: groundwater and the valley

By Mike Stoner
Geologist, NAWS-China Lake

This is the eighth in a series of
articles intended to inform readers
about our local water resources and
is a continuation of the previous
articles written by members of the
local Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC) which is a subcommittee of
the Indian Wells Valley Cooperative
Groundwater Management Group.
The previous article discussed
the different methods used for
installing groundwater monitoring
wells in the IWV.. This article
will concentrate on the drilling of
groundwater production wells.

Groundwater is the sole source
of useable water in the IWV so
water production wells are drilled
to perform a variety of functions.
They provide water for human
and livestock consumption and
landscape, agricultural, industrial
and military uses. There are
hundreds of small diameter (six-
inch) production (“domestic’’) wells
drilled to support the small parcels
of land throughout the Valley and
tens of the larger diameter (16-inch)
production wells which provide

water to customers of the IWV
Water District, Naval Air Weapons
Station China Lake, Searles Valley
Minerals and to the large farming
interests in the Valley. Some of
these large-diameter wells are
capable of producing upwards
of 2,000 gallons/minute when
operating while the small-diameter
wells produce in the 5-100 gallons/
minute range.

As mentioned in previous
“Water Watch” articles, water well
drilling techniques used in the
Valley vary from the old cable tool
techniques to the more modern
dual-wall, reverse rotary method
using air as the drilling fluid.
When drilling and installing large
diameter water production wells,
the reverse circulation drilling rigs
are the best choice for drilling in
the alluvial sediments within the
Valley.

Important factors to consider
when planning to drill a large
production well should include well
location, well drilling techniques,
well design and installation,
well development, and wellhead
protection. Well location is one
of the most important factors

because of costs associated with
the well drilling and subsequent
connection into an existing water
distribution system. For example,
the Navy has drilled five new
production wells since the mid-
1980s. Each of the wells was drilled
at sites previously used for water
production or at new sites along
existing water distribution and
electrical transmission lines. These
wells were all located away from the
intermediate wellfield (area between
Inyokern and Ridgecrest) which
had developed a sizable pumping
depression due to the amount of
groundwater being extracted from
that area since the 1950’s. The
goal of the well re-location was to
not only avoid contributing to the
pumping depression but to also
minimize the interference between
the new wells and existing wells.
The overall objectives of a well
design and installation are to create
a structurally stable, long-lasting,
efficient well that has enough space
to house pumps or other water
extraction devices; provide a high
groundwater yield with minimal
drawdown of the aquifer; prevent
bacterial growth and material decay;

and provide for a long lifetime (>30
years) with reasonable short-term
and long-range costs. Well design
and installation of a production well
also depend on aquifer conditions,
method of drilling, and material
used for casing and screens.

Afterthe well screen, well casing,
and gravel pack have been installed,
the well is developed to clean the
borehole and casing of drilling
fluid and fine-grained sediments.
Good well development also helps
to settle the gravel pack around the
well screens. A typical method for
well development is to surge, or, jet
water and/or air in and out of the
well screen openings which can take
several days or longer depending
on the size and depth of the well.
A properly developed gravel pack
keeps fine sediments out of the well
and maximizes groundwater flow
into the well.

Wellhead protection involves the
construction of the final well seal
near the top of the well to provide
protection from surface water
entering the wellhead. Minimum
standards are set by the California
Department of Water Resources
and usually include a sanitary seal

(a concrete/bentonite slurry poured
between the borehole wall and the
casing) from the surface to a depth
of at least 50 feet and a six feet by
six feet concrete pad on the ground
surface surrounding the wellhead.

In previous months, this series
has discussed the TAC and given
background information on the
groundwater resources in the
IWV. This and future articles
will provide an opportunity to
learn about the tools available
to collect and understand the
data critical to managing our
groundwater resources responsibly.
If you cannot wait and wish to
find more information about the
IIWV Cooperative Groundwater
Management Group, please visit
www.iwvgroundwater.org. There,
you will find links to relevant
studies and reports and access
to a wealth of data pertaining to
the groundwater resource in the
valley. The Group meets the third
Thursday of the month at 1:00 p.m.
in the board room at the offices
of the Indian Wells Valley Water
District. Meetings are open to the
public.






























